
!MUTE ITEM 

23. STATE IX DEMNTIT SELECTION APPLICATION NO. 10687, LOS ANGELES LAND 
DISMICT, SAN BERM= COUNTY, MELVYN M. STEPHENS - S.W.0, 5813. 

After consideration of Calendar item 19 attached, and upon motion duly made 
and unanimously carried., the following resolution trots adopted: 

TM COMMISSION: 

1. DETEMINES THAT IT IS TO TEM ADVANTAGE OF THE STATE TO SELECT Tx E 
FEDERAL LAND MIBRACED IN LOTS 7 TO 14, INCLUSIVE; LOTS 23 TO 30, 
INCLUSIVE; AND LOTS 39 TO 42, INCLUSIVE; 'OP SECTION T. 5 N. 
R. 1:2 E., S.B.M. COIVITAINING 54,25 ACRES IN SAN BERNARDINO COM1ITY„ 
AS SHOWN ON THE OMCIAL UNITED STATES :SUPPLEMENTAL PLAT OP SURVEY 
OF SAID TOUNSHIP ACCEPTED JANUARY 25, 1960; 

2. FINDS THAT SAID LANDS ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR CULTIVATION T  
ARTIFICIAL IRRIGATION; 

3. APPROVES THE SELECTION OP SAID LAND; 

AUTHOR= THE SAITI OF SAID LAND, FOR CASH, TO MELVYN M. STEPHENS:I  
AT THE APPRAISED PRICE OF $4,394.25, SUBJECT TO ALL STATUTORY ATM 
CONSTITUTIONAL RESERVATIONS 1NCr;UDING MEEMAT.3. 

Attachment 
Calendar Item 19 (2 pages) 
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CALENDAP, T.TEM 

19. 

STATE INDEMNITY SELECTION APPLICATION NO, 10687, LOS ANGELES LAND DISTRICT, 
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, MELIMM. STEPHENS - 	5813. 

On May 28, 19541-an offer was received from Melvyn M. Stephens of Amboy) 
California to purchase Lots 7 to 14, inclusive; Lots 23 to 30, inclusive; 
and Lots 39 to 42, inclusive.; of Section 5, T. 5 144 R. 12X., 
containing 54.25 acres in San Bernardino County. The land may be obtained 
by the State from the Federal ipmrnmeLt under indemnity selection procedure * 

 Te 4pplicant offered the minimum of 271.25, or $5.00 an acre. 

ilstaff4pprnsel shows that less than 	oa t land is suitable for culti- 
vation vithout artificial irrigation., and establisses the appraised value at 
an average 7.)2 6A u0 tier acre, .for a total of 4,394.25'. 

tae notiee of the appraised value was given 	 by certified:nil. 
The applicant deposited the required amount 	the_24-day time limit 
specified by Section 2402(c) of Title 2, Division 1  of the California 
Administrative Code. 

The selection Q2 the subject land is cousideredto be to the adiant•ge of 
the State in that it will ae.•ist in satis, inz deficiencies =ler the School 
Land. Gran.:. 

214e Stute's application to select the land 	accepted by the Bureau, of 
„);and. Management„, and the lands rere listed (conveyed , to the a!;ate on 
iaguirt Ey  1963, 

LOCATZON: 	On theyeNteriy edde of tqe town of Amboy, appmdmately 
50 ui ,es northeast of TwentvItne palms. 

ACM 
	

Excellent public : gh 's (U.S Highway 66) provides ace 
to and thkrough the pr party. 

No surface water. Domestic wyter f.xr the town of Amboy is 
transported from Newberry }  €‹). miles to the West, via railroad 
tan? cars, 	 _ , 

_COVER: 	Typical desert land with littAe Or no growth 

HIGHEST-USE: Desert home site 

BESZ —Met. Desert home site. 

Two occupied houses are located on the property. Tiv,lw ilzpro•ements, crated 
by the applicant-to-purchase l 	 S,7,7,,p-aenz, were 1.'arch.lbid by sim 
shortly before a 13.n hie application with the Commission in. lc of 1954. 
Information, (level:Tod during ataff appraistAl work Lr.:2icates that the houses 
wore construct :d 	.7ears prev.T. ,  5.y by the ULite(s Stairs Gyptum, Company 
under 	claim which later w 	abanloned. The zure!hase of the 
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improvements by Mr. Stephens from the then .purported owner involved only the 
improvements, with the understanding that the lama on which they were situ , 

 ated was owned by the United States. 

The question of whether title to the improvements passed to the State under 
the conveyance of the land by the United. States on August 6, 1963 1  was 
referred to the Office of the Attorney General, particularly fiat a determina-
tion as to Whether any value should be assigned. to the improvements in 
arriving at the total anpraised value for sale purposes to 1J44, Stephens. An 
opinion under date of May 25., 1964, from the Office of the Attorney General, 
a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit "A", concludes. that the fair 

t value of the two houses should not be included. in the amount 
:PT% 	-lens shOuld 'be required to pay for the land. 

"14 to policies adopled by the Comthission on September 16, 1963, all 
State agencies, as well as city and county governments and school districts, 
were circularized during the latter part of 1963 and the first part of 1964, 
'64.14 no indication of interest was expressedby any agency. In view of the 
iLrprovements situated on the property, and the views expressea it: the Attorney 
General's opinion,. it would not appear expedient to consider a sale of the 
la4d to anyone other than the applicant. 

15 RECOMEIVED THAT THE COMISSION: 

DETERMINE THAT IT IS TO THE ADVAMGE OF THE STATE TO SELECT THE 
FEDERAL LAND El4BRACIID LOTS 7 TO 14, INCLUSIVE; IX'S 23 TO 30 
INCLUSIVE; AND LOTS 39 TO 4.21  INCLUSIVE; OF SECTIOlf 5, T. 5 L I  
R. 12 E., 	CONTAIMG 54.25 ACRES IN SAN BERNARDa0 COUNTY., 
AS aim ON THE OFFICIAL UNITED STATES SUPPLEMENTAI, PLAT OF SURVEY 
OF SAID 'IDTINSHIP ACCEP• ,x;IAIUARY 25 1  1960• 

FIND THAT SAID LANDS ARE MT StrITABLE FOR CULTIVATION WITHOUT 
ARTIFICIAL IRRIGATION; 

APPROVE TIZ SELECTION OF SAID LAND; 

4. AUTHOR= THE SALE OF SAID LAM, FOR CASH, TO MELIMI M. SWONS, 
AT TO APPRAISED PRICE OF 0: 394.25 1  SUBJECT ¶i ALL STATTCORY AVD 
CONSTITUTIONAL RESERVATIONS INCLUDING MUIEDALS. 
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