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APPROVAL GF PROPOSED PRILLING OF NEW WELL
"DX STATE 4596" 29, GLYSBRS STEAM FIFLD,
SONOMA COUNTTY

LLEASE: Union 0il Company of California
Magma Power Company
Thermal Tower Company
P. Q. Box 6854
Santa Rosa, California 95406

COUNTY : Sonoma County.

AREA: Geysers Geothermal Field,

PERTINENT INFORMATION:
State Geothermal Resuurces Lease PRC 4596
was issued to Union 0Oi1l Company on May 27,
1971, An April 27, 1972, an undivided 25%
interest in the lease was assigned to Magma
Power Company and an undivided 252 interest
was assigned to Thermal Power Company.

Section 6(e) of the lease provides, "No

Lessee shall drill a geothermal resources

well on or into State lands except on prior
approval of the State Lands Division and subject
to the tevms of the enabling statute and lease",
This Division recently trequested informal
advice from the Office of the Attorney General
concerning duties and responsihilities pursuant
to the California Lnviréimental Quality Act,

as amended, with regard to the approval of
drilling geotherril wells in accordante with

the above-mentioned section. On March 26, 19758,
the 0ffice of the Attorney Geperal advised

this Division that the granting of approvals

to drill geothermal wells is discretionary.
Since the activities contemplated and author-
ized by such approvals may have a signiflicant
environmental effect, each application sub-
mitted For approval to drill genthermal well

or wesls must comply with the provisions of

the California Invironmental Quality Act (CCQA),

Union il Company has requested atuthority to
construct from the North Sonomd County Ajr
Pollution Contcol histrict and the approval of
the State Lands Commission to Jdrill well 'x
State 45896 209,  Such approvals must e con-
sistent with the requirvements of CEQA.  The
Air Pollution Control District has acted as
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Tead apency for this project. A draft Inviren -
wental Tmpact Report was prepared and virculated 8

by the Mir Pollation Control District as a i
baseline cnviranmental document for Unifon i)
Gompany's geothermal operation in the Squaw
Creck drainage area. The final Squaw Creel
Environmental Impact Report was prepared and

A Notice of Determination was issued on June
28, 1974. Site specific data covering the .
impact of drilling well "DX State 4506 29 wns .
prepared and circulated as u supplement to the -
Squaw Creek Environmertal Tmpact Report. y
Both the Squaw Creek Environmental Ilmpact Re- : S
port and the supplemental data were comhined 3
into a final Environmental Impact Report for I
the drilling prejert. By Notice of [etermination
issued on January 30, 1976, the Air Pollution i
Control District certified that (1) the Enviryon-
meptal Impact Report was preparcd pursuant to
the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act of 1970, as amended; (2) the pro-
ject will not have a significant effect on

the environment; and (3} the project has been

approved by thc Air Polluticn Contvol District. N -
The Notice of Determination has been filed with R
the State Secretary for Resources, the State .
Lands Division, and the County Clerk for N
Sonoma County, whevein the project is to bLe Al
undertaken. 8
The draft Bnvironmental Iract Report was not B
circulated through the State Clearinghouse ag 8
required by the State Invironmental Impact Re- /.
pdrt Guidelines (14 Cal. Adm. Code) but was o

circulated by the Air Pollution Control Distrige
to all responsibile and intercsteld State agencies.
The draft was also circulated and made avail-
dble to the public, The final Environmental
fmpact Report awl the site specific supplements
were submitted to the State tlearinghouse. The
State Clearinghouse, by letter dated March 4,
1976, certified that State reviow of the pro-
ject is complete.  The environmental documents
have been reviewed by the sikaff, and it is the
stalf's opinion t.at the interr of the pro-
visions of CFQA hus been satisfied,

DATA;
I. The a2pplicant has obvajued a use permit
from the County of Sonoma covering the
project.
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2. Drilling of the wells has heen approved by
the Catifornia Pivision of 071 and Qux,

The proposed drilling and completion program
have been reviewed by the State Lands Divisien
and detormined to he in accordance with

good engineering practices and the tTules

and regulations of the Commission.

EXHIBI'T: A, Location Map, k. Envivonmental Impact Report,

IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSTON:

1.

DETERMINE THAT AN ENVIRONMENTAL TMPACT REPORT HAS BEEM
PREPAREL} FOR THIS PROJECT AND CERTTIFTED BY THE NOKTH
SONOMA COUNTY ATR POLLUTION CONTRQL DISTRICT,

CERTIPY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN ThE ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT OF "EE NORTH SINOM2 COUNTY" ATR POLLUTION
CONTROL DISTRI(: HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND CONSTDERED BY THE
COMMY'SSTON.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A STGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRCMENT.

AUTHORTZE THE APPROYAL OF DRILLING WELL "px STAYE 4596" 20
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF STATE CEG-
THERMAL RESOURCES LEASE PRC 4506 AND THE RULES AND REG-

ULATIONS OF THE COMMISSION,




