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1ROVAL OF PROPOSIM DRILLING OP NEW WE'LLS 
"D; STATE 4,596" 30,  MD "'DX 4596" 31 , 
GEYSIiRS 	 SONOMA'COUNTY 

•EASE: 	PRC 4596 

LESSEE" 	-Union Oil Company, of California 
*gta Power ComPAPY 
Thermal Power c',OMpany 

Box 05'4 	' 
.Santa Rosa, California 95406 

COUNTY :, 	8Onoma,O9unty. ' 

AR4A; q00thq0ai 

PERTTNENT 	 1ATi'ON  
State Geothermal Resources lease Pitt 4'596, was 
issued to Union Oil,  Company on May 2.7, I971. 
The lease was issued proietentailly under the 
terms4if a geothermal proOam permit,, upor the 
discovery of commercial resourceS, and upon 
beig classiOed by  the CommiSsion as known 
geothermal resoUrces lands, The. lease covers 
2,S0 acres et Vi and. in 'Which the State has 
1-001 reserved mineral interests, On April 27, 
197 1  an Undivided 2„qA interest in the lease 
was assigneto Magma Power Company and an, 
qndivided 	interest, in the lease was 
assigned to Thertql Power CoMpany Section 6(e) 
of the lease-  ptovido f  "No—LeSsee shall Atilj 
a geothermal 'resources well on '°r into-State 
lanaS extent on prior approiral of the State 
'Lands Division and —subject to the termP of t.'h 
enabling statute' and lease". This Division 
recently requested informal advice from the 
Uffice of the Attorney General coptrning, 
duties and :responsibilities, pursuar.t to the 
'CaIifornia—nvitonmentai Quality Actt  as amended, 
with regard to Ole approval of .d.rilling geo-
thermal wells in accordance with, the above' 
mentioned Section. On Mara 2'6, 1975, the 
Office of the Attoroy General advised this 
Division that the granting of approvals 'to drill 
geo0ermai wells is discretionagy. Since the 
activities contemplated and authorized by suel, 
apirovaiS May have a significant Ovironioen-01 
effct each appljxation submitted fnr approval, 
to drill geefhpl7mal v011, or we4s m4st comply 
with the 0,0)74ins Of to Califotnia 
Mehtal Q,uality Act (MIA). 
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Union Oil Company has refOested authority to 
construct froM the North 'onoma County Air 
Pollution Control District and the approval, 
of the State Lands Commission to drill wells 
"DX State 4596" 30 and "DX State 459d" 31. 
The wells will be drilled froau an Existing 
well site. Such approval,.s must be: consistent 
with the TequiroMents O1 CRWA. The Air Pollu-
tion Control District has acted as lead agency 
for this project. 

The draft baseline MIR ",Uothermal: Development, 
zqllnioh Oil 'Company'S leaseholds on the Upper 
Pat of the Squaw Coed Drainage at theliGeysers,, 
Sonoma County, Californi.a", was prepared and 
circulated by the ,County Air Pollution _Control 
District as a baseline environMentai doduMent 
for Union Oil Company's. geothermal leasehold 
operations, Squaw Creek drainage area.3 in the 
Geysers. The final baseline MIR waS :prepared 
and certified on Decei4er 1, 1975. Site specific 
data covering the impact of ,drilling ll wes 
"DX State 4596" 30 and "'DX State 4'596"' 31 was 
prepared and circulated by the District as 
supplements to the MIR, In the .Notice of 
Determination issued on JOhe 22, l976, the 
Air Pollution Col.rol District Certified that 
(1),  the tinVironmental Impact Report was pre- 
pared pursuant, to the ilrovisions of the 'Ca1,4f-
ornia EnyironMental Quality Act elf 1970, as 
amended (2) the pro: Feet will not have a•Signifi-
cant effect on the environment; and (3)h the 
poject has been approve& by the Air P011Ution 
contro.:. DtstTim The notice Of Determination 
has been filed with the State Secretary for 
Resources, the State Lands Division, and the 
County„Cierk, Ter SonoMa,  County, wherein the 
project is to he undertaken, 

Tho,draft ETR 'was not Circulate& through the 
State Clearinghouse as roquited by the State 
MIR ,Guidelines (IA Cal. AdM, Code) but was 
circulated b) the Air Pollution Control District 
tp all responsible,  and interested State agencies. 
The draft ,was also:circulated and made avail-
able to the public. The 'final envirentehtaI 
impact report and the site s=pecific supplements 
were sUbmiFted to the State ClearinghovSe, 
The State cloaringLouse has certified' that State 
Teri.01 of the project is complete. Thk1 environ-
mental docuMent. have been reviewed by the 
F"aff and JE is the staWS opihion that' the 
intent of the pIovisionS 	CEQA has' bedfr 
satisfied. 
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OTHER PERTINENT DATA 
1, the applicant has obtained a use permit 

from the County of Sonoma Covering the 
project4. 

Drilling of the wells,  has been approv 
by the California' Division oT Oil and 4s. 

The ptoPosed ;drilling and completion pre 
gTanl and dri11 site specifications have 
been reviewed by the State Lands Division 
and deterMined to be in accordance with 
goad—enginee,eiing.ptaciAce's- and the rules 
and i'espiations,of the CeMmission. 

EXHT'.BTI'S: 	A. Location Mip. 	;B, An-EnvironMental impact 

RECOMMENDED THAT THE 'vg4g$06N 

1, DETERMINE' THAT AN 'ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT HAS BEEN 
'PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT AND -CERTITIED BY THE NORTH 
SONOMA COUNTY AIR •OL,LUTWO CONTROL DISTRICT . 

, 
, CERTIFY rHAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED SN THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT OF THE NORTH SONOMA MINTY AIR POLLUTION 
CONTROL DISTRICT HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED v(711E. 
comMisIoN. 

3, DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT WI1L NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT 
EFFECT ON,  THE ENVIRONMENT. 

4. AUTHORIZE THE APPROVAL OI DRILLING WELLS ''DX STATE &596° 
3Q AND opx STATE 4596" 3). IN ACCORDANCE WITH; THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS 01 STATE -GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES LEASE PIC 4;06 
AND THE RULES AND REGULATIONS-Oil 1.11E,dommr,ssl(*. 




