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APPROVAL OF NEGATIVE DECLARATION
YCHANH! QF LANDS
BETWEEN ERTCKRO% LUMBER (COMPANY AND THE
STATE, LANDS COMMISSTON, AKA DE LA CRUZ EXCHANGE

BACKGROUND:

The State Lands Commisséiof has ‘been quthorn;ed pursuant 10
Chapter ‘873, Statutes of 197%, to- exchangé vacant State
school lands under its Jur:sd:ctlon for the éxpansion of pro-
grais of vaiious State departments.

On April 4, 1974, the State Jands Commission @ authorized the
exchange of school lands located in Rmver51de Gounty for
640 acTes owned by Kaiser Stee€l Corporation which satisfied
the Departme ent 6f Fish and ‘Gaine program of e\pan41ng Big,
Horn Sheep habitat.

The State Department of Parks and Recreation has reQuevted
. that acquisition of coastal beach and uplands ifr Santa. Gruz
County be the Hext prierity.

‘RRQPQ§Eﬂ<EXGH§NQE;

Through considerable discuésions between staff of the State
Departments of General ‘Services and Parks £ Re 1nat and the State
fands Diwvi ion, along with the owner of Santa Eru“ uﬁty'bu1cx )
property, b Was detenn1ned tOrexchange two school 1and parcels
Jocated nnfplumas and Placer Counties for the pxopari) The
éxchanges are beiween the State Lands D1vnsxon and Erackson

Lumber Company., with the State rec01VLng lands of equal 01

p:uatex value.

The State will feceive tltle 10 approxlmanely 950 acres of

ocean fronu.and uplﬂnd PropeTty Jocated west of the City of

Santa Crus. eferred to- as the Del La Cruz proeperty. Frlckqon

Lunber (ompanv Wl]l receive cond;taona} title to arl or &

pOILJQn of ‘the {ollow1ng descmlbed schooil 1and: Section &

T 15 N, R 14 E, MDM, and the N~]/2 the Sh 1/4 and the N-1/
of the SW- I/¢'0L bectlon 16, T 22 W R MDM g

ENVIROW“LNTAL PROCESS,

pursuant to the Secretary for Résources Guidelines, ah
Initial Study was pvepared with the State Lands Division as
the lead agency. Commenuq on the Initial Study were received
from the counties of plumas and Santa Cruz, the Plumas and
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Tahoé National Forest offices of the United States Forest
Service,, thngophem,Lon¢Chapter of the Sierra Club, aid
Erickson Lumber -Company:

Rdased upon the circulated Initial Study, and the responses
received firom the responsible agencies, staff detervined

the -exchange would not hdve a sdgnifkcant~e£$§cﬁ on ‘the
environment. In accotdance with the Guidelines fo7
Implémentation of the California Environmental Quality
Act, a Negative Declarnatioh was.ptgpamedv;nd~crr¢u1axed
through the State Clearinghouse. Onty the County off Placer,
the Mother Lode Chapter «of the Sierra Club, and the Central
Valley Regicn of the California Regional Water Quality Controk

Board pespoﬁdcd ‘to the Negative‘Declanafion.

ENV ITRONMENTAL .CONCERNS

Only one substaptial convroversy has resultéd from the
circulation «of the Initial Study and the Negative Decliaration.
The parcel of State s¢hool iand located in Placer County is
vithin ag‘uﬁinvehtqried*roadless‘aréa,'whi¢hfthgu5iei¢a»ﬂlub
és arguing should ‘be inventoried by the United States Forest
Servyice,

The State Lands Division applied for, and was granted a.
special use road pétmit by the U.S. Forest Service., That
permit was issuéd by the Forest Service following thedar
envircnmental ahalysis report. The'permi¢=waéwexecute&'by
Pivision spaﬁf’fcmngipgtauthTizamjdn;by the ‘State Lands

Commissdion at its October 28, 1976, meeting:

Recause of the concetn thdt the integrity of the uninventoried
roadless arega may he jéopardizé&,~St@f$~pﬁepéﬁedwa;mixigatihg
measure within the Negative Degla@aiich”‘aupxbccﬂure‘nOWfallbwed
by the new Guide¥ires for CEQA.

The Negative Dég@énation\snaieS*tham a one-year morator ium
will e established dutring which no road can ‘be constructed,
and ‘no Togging of the school land partcel in question will be
allowed, This would allow he U.S, Forest Service ‘time to
decide whether to preserve the roadlcss area by exchanging
lands with Erickson Lumbgr Company. The .decision as to ‘the
integrity of the roadless area will then rest with the
appropriate agency; the Fédera&’Governmenm,,apd not the State
of California, which -owils .only 640 acres of the 7,300 acre,.
aninventoried roadless area. '

The Forést Service has stated the exchange cannot be completed
until after July 1979 when their Forésthill<Hell Hole Land Use
Plan is completed. Staff feels mo other mitigating medsur.

is .applicable.
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OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION.:

1. Sectwon 6373 of ‘the Public Resources Code requires the
filing of a General Use ‘Pran with the Legislature as well
2s the comments generated from its review. Ifi that the
intended yse 1s outlinéd in the Negative Declaration, .and
Its Initial Study, staff wil) forward this to the
Legislature fQTIdwing~approva1 by the Commission.

The environmeatal documéntation for this project has ‘been
delayed'bedause of the uncertainty .of otheb aspects of fthe
pfojectilihgkuding agréeement op appradsals, and edcroy
instructions. Becausé of the work invested in the project
to this point, staff recommends the document bhe approved
at thdis ‘time.

The‘Mother Lode Chanter of the Sierra Ciub ‘*has beén advised
§taff’would‘n3gommehd*that the,Sfate‘LéﬁdS-Commissidn ,
encourage and assist the ReSources Agency in worKing with
the U, S, Forest Service On- an' exchange ¢f Tands #ith
Erickson bghber‘c¢mpahw within the one year fioratdrvium
period.

EXHIBIFS: A, Mdp of Propetty.
’ B-1 and B-2, _Location Maps,
C. ‘Négamivé'Dégwafaiiﬁnu

1T 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:
1. DETERMINE THAT KN~EN¥1RONMEN@ﬂL IMPACT REPORT NEED NOT Bp

i

PREPARED. FOR THIS ‘PROJECT BUT THAT A NEGATIVE DICLARATION

(EIR ND 209) HAS BEEN 'PREPARED BY THE DIVISIOM.

CERTIFY THAT THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION #209 HAS BEEN
COMPLETED IN :COMPLIANGE ‘WiTH THL CALTFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALLTY ACT OF 1970, AS' AMEADED, AND THE STATE GUIDELINES
AND THAT THE COMHTSSION Has REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE
INFORMATION CONGAINED THEREIN.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT Wi NOT HAVE A SIGNTFICANT
EXFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT,

AUTHORLZE THE EXECUTTVE OFFICER TO TRANGMIT A ‘COPY OF THF

NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND- 178§ INITIAL STPUDY T0 THE ‘LEGISLATUR!

AS~REQUTREDLBY”SECTION 6373 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES GODE .

ASSIST THE RESOURCES AGENCY IN WORKING WITH THE u.&,

| Y J

FOREST 'SERVICE TO GOMPLETE AN EXCHANGI WITH ERICKSON LUMBER

4 a In

COMPANY "WITHIN THE ONE YEAR MORATOKIUM PERIOD.,






