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4EVITR OF UNDERSTANDING REGARDING TOMALES BAY 

In June, l97:7, the State LandS. CoMMission in considering' 
d permit applicatiOn,in the ,InVernes$ area, of TOmales Bay 
recommended to ;he staff that in COnSideri► g development 
on present and,  historical tide and, submerged, lands the 
Commission detired staff to dOielbp(a ccOprehensive plan 
rod .the entire bay;: POtwant;, 	suCh*feCOMMendationthe 
CoMmissiprWs ,$t-.4ff began meetinrinA0g4st, 1977, with 
representatives .91 the North 'Central Regional' Coastal 
CoMmissiOn, the Califo3n4PepartMent'Of ftSh and Came 
and Mann Couhty toasoertairhether a comprehensive study 
for the 'entire, Tpmales say 04g feaSibIei' ' 

Because of the impact of 	CalkforniaG(54stal Act of 
1976 it appear's that the Mai County Local 'Coastal Program 
("LCP") ,will provide a vehic.le,through,whi h 	coMprehensive 

Land'-uses  for land'44Se in the ToMales Bay area, including historic 
tide _and submerged landS, can be designed, 'Oncefianded 
by the Coastal Commistion, Marin:Gountyls LCP shOuld be 
completed within I year. The ComMiSsion'S Staff has been.  
wpr4Ageay, wi th Marin County and the North Central 
Reg'.onal Goastal Commission tp,aCcomplith the efforts necessary 
teComplete the recoMMenijed lcp and related trust deterMine-
tionS by this'Commission, ,fUrther, the Department of Fish 
and can is currently forMulating,planS for a study of 	' 
existing and pOte#44,ha,bitat and resource greas'in Tomeles 
Bay (however, such study will not be coMpleted for approxi-
mately 1.8 months from this date) 

In order to consider the permittimg of development in this 
area, while not prejudicing the formulation of the LCP 
and to miniwize the impact of development on critical habitat 
and resource areas within Tomales,Bay during the formulation 
of the LCP, the Commission's Staff has proposed that the 
ComMission execut,e a letter of understanding with the Coastal 
Commission and Marin County. This letter of understanding 
generally provides that the respective parties (1) will 
discuss and comment on all applications prior to action 
by anyone of the parties on such applications, (2) states 
the intention that permits Should only be .ssued upon findings 
that the proposed development or activitie are found to 
be: 
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a) a contiqUation of either An existing 
use or an existing activity, which is con-
sistent with the public trust, and which 
1.„, also consistent;,w4h the objectives 
of the CaliftStnia Coastal. Act Of 1976 (PRC 
Section WOO et sgq.)4,and 

(b) pons,4'stent wi01 uses of ,edjacent or 
4ffePEOd tidelands sphmerge0' 'kande 'or
uplands as SPdh PseS arex  at the, ti* of 
consideration Of 	application,' knOwn 
or oonteMplated,at,,patt of .01:e formulation ' 
of.the,LGF 0 .041,1aKy determlnatiens 
concernIg the pubI4C trpSt, The letter 
of unders'tand'ing 'would exempt frdi these 
cunSiderWons, Minor alterations and repair 
E(') exiSting:reSidenceS. 	, 

Once exe9pEed by all part4es,the letter of Understanding 
will remain, in effect 41'41.1, Matin County's LCP is adopted 
by the p044,44 cowfasson, or the letter Of understanding 
is terminated in qr.itiflg' by the par, ties ,  

IT IS REOMMENDED,THAT THE comMl$WN AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE 
, 

OFFICE To EXECUTE A LETTER or, UNDCRSTANI5ING WITH tNE 
CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION AO 1,1AitT,N COUNTY TO CONSIDER 
PERMITTING CERTAIN TYPES OF DOROPMENTiN TOMALES BAY, 
PENDING COMPLEITON OF THE LOCAL COASTAL FROCRAM AND RELATED 
DETERMINATIONS BY THIS CO missroN' CONCERNING THE BAY. 


