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Chief, Extractive‘pevelcpment, State Leases, brought up a
related problem. jje stated the Ios lingeles Department of Water
-and Power las bren letting water inte Owens Lake, the result
of which is graauallyvfiopding out the Commission's mineral,
lessee,‘Mofpisqn and'Weathgrly. A half-way attempt by

L. A. Water and Power has been made to divert the water Exrom

the lake, but ‘they have not cooperated in a satisfactory
manner..

During consideration of Calendar Item 20, Mr:. p. .J. Everitts,

Chairman Kenneth Coxy was unaware of the dhove probles, but
indicated he wds concernéd because of the aIIegéd‘éﬁ;mqsity
of the people living in the Owens Valley over a water Tight's:
dispuyte. ‘ »

Mr. James F, Trout, Chief, Ldnd Management and .Conservation,
indicated that staff was not aware of this problem, and. that
it might be ih the best interest of #he pPublic to defer this
ma*ter until the next Commission meeting when the staff can
investigate further and Teport back with its findings.

Without objection, Calendar Ttem 20 was deferred.




CALENDAR ITEM u
19 7/78
) W 21734
o Atlins
GENERAL PERMIT
PUBLIC AGENCY USE

APPLICANT: City of Los Angeles
Department oFf Water and Power
P, 0. Box "CY
Independence; California 93526

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATICWY:
Two parcels »f land in the ODwens River,
Inyo County.

‘LAND USE: Flumes for muasuring water flow.

TERMS OF PROPOSED PERMIT:.
Tnitial petiod: - 49 gears,from June 1;
| 1976.

v

«

CONSIDERATION; The public benefit, with the State reserving
the right at any time to set a monetary
rental if the Commission finds such agtion
to be in the Stat='s best interest.

PREREQUISITE TERMS, FEES ANDLEXPENSES:
Processing costs have been veceived.

STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCES :
A. Public Resources Code: Div. 6, Raris 1 & 2.
B. Administrative Code: Title 2, Div 3

2.

' frts. 1. 2, 10 & 11.

OTHER PERTLNENT INFORMATION:
1. The annual rental value of the site
is estimated to be $100.

2. A Negative Declaration was. prepared
by the City of Lecs Angeles, pursuant
to CEQA and implementing regulations.
A Notice of Determination has been
received. The Negative Declaration
contained wording which indicated that
the City of Los Angeles owned the land,
upon which the project would be located,
The city has acknuwledged that the
State has ownership of the bed of the
Qwens River.

This project is situated on State land
identified as possessing significant
environmental values putsuant to Public




CALENDAR ITEM X0, 19, (CONTD)

Resouices Code 6370.4, and is clussifled
in o use category, Class A which authorizes
Reslricted Use. ‘

Stalf review indicates thalb there wi il

be no. significant effect upon the fdenti-
fied envirowmental values. This praject
covers an existing as well as a prapesed
facility for which no adverse comment s
‘have been received.

There are 2 flumes being authorized

by this permit, one existing and ong
vopased. No epwironmental veport is
required for the expsting (lume, pev

2 Cal. Adm: Code 2907, Class 1B, as

it is In an acceptable state of vepair,
and we have veceivgd no evidence of

environmental degradatron. The prcposed
flume is covered by a Negative Declaration
prepared by the Gity of Los Angeles.

APPROVALS OBTATNED:

United States Army Corps of Enpineers,
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control

Board, California Department of Fish and
Game .

EXHIBITS: A. Land Descriptioun. B-i, Location Map.

B-2. Location Map.
: ¢, Megabive Declaration and. Initial Study.

IT I5 RECOMMENDED:

1 .

DETERMINE THAT AN EIR dAB NOT BEEN PREPARED FOR THE

PROPOSED FLUME BUT THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS

BEEN PREFARED BY THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES ON MAY 10, 1978.

CERTIFY THAT THE COMM@SSLﬁN HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED
THE INFORMATTION CONTAINED IN THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION.

PETERMINE THAER THE PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A STGNIFLCANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

FIND THAT GRANTING OF THE PERMIT WILL WAVE NO STGNLFICANT
EFFECT ‘UPON ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS TDENTIFLED
EUKSUANT O SECTION 6370.1 OF THE PUBLLC RESOURCES

ODE,

AUTHORTZE TSSUANGE TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES OF A
49-YEAR GENERAL FERMIY ~ PUBLIC AGENCY USE FROM JUNE 1,
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STATE RESERVING THE RIGHT AT ANY TIME TC SET A MONETARY
RENTAL IF THE COMMISSION FINDS SUCH ACTLON TO-BE IN
THE STATE'S BEST LNTEREST; FOR THE PLACEMENT , OPERATION
AND' MAINTENANCE OF FLUMES FOR MEASURING WATER FLOW

ON THE LAND DESCRIBED ON EXHWIBIT "A" ATTACHED AND BY
REFERENCE MADE A PART HEREOF . ‘

19785 IN CONSTVERATION OF THE PUBLIC USE, WITH THE

W v st




EXHIBIT "po»

W 22734

Two (2) parcels of land within the Owens River, Inyo Gounty, Californis,
described as follows: Lo

PARCEL. 2

A parcel of land in the N of Section 16, T98, RI4E, Mpy,
focdted npproximately 1750 feet. southerly of ‘tle northerly
lie of sald Swetion 16, and €35 feet whgherly of the sast '
line uf #aid Section 164 said parcel ko be used for tha
congbruetion and ‘ni;"f.ixxiﬁeﬁ‘i;}cé"g‘f @ 30-foot Parshdll Flume,

EXCEPTING. THEHEFROM hy pottion lying landward of the ordinary high watér
mack of the Owens River. ‘ ' o

PARGEL, 2 o

A parcel of land in the MW of Sestion 26, T10S, R34E, MDM
locatad approuimately 2425 feet southerly of the northerly
line of wald Sedtion 26, did 2600 eastetly of the westerly:
lHne of sald Sectidn 26, and approximately 500 feet .soucherly.
of Tinemaha Dam, &aid parcel to be used for the maintenance
of pn extsting 20«foor Parshall Flume.

EXCEPTING THEREFAGM any peortion .'Ly*mg‘landw:«md of the ordinary high water
mark of the Oeens River. ‘

END OF DESCRIPTION .
. .
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INITIAL STUDY

I. PROJECT AND ITS LOCATION:

This project "Owens River - 30' Parshall Flume", is located
approximately one mile east of the town of Big Pine on the Owens River,
in a relatively small bend of a large oxbow. The large oxbéw is located
in. the northeast gquarter of Section 16, Township 9 South, Range 34 East,
M.D.B. & M. as shown on Exhibit "A". Exhibit "B" shows the area in yreater
deiail. A topographic map, Exhibit "C", shows tne flume site inciuding the
dikes and flume location in xelation to the Owens Rivexr, and Exhibit vph
shows a cross section of the flume. Exhibits “"A" and “"B" show the access
roads into the site area. ‘

¢BIECTIVES SOUGHT BY THE PROPOSED PROJECT:

The objective of this project is to install a flume in the Owens
River to accurately measure the water flows into Tinemaha Reservoir. At the
présent time, river flows are measured at Zurich Bridge by a current metering
method and are subject to inaccuracies because there is not a constant river
éross section in which to do the metéring. Increased accuracy is needed for
operational information and to determing losses withinh Tinemaha Reservoix,
6 % miles downstream from the proposed project.

GENERAL DEZZRIPTION OF THE PROJEGT:

This project involves the construction of a 30' concrete Parshall
Flume and tha improvement of an axisting dirt road which provides access to
the site. The Parshall Flume hes a planned area of approximately 2,200 sq. ft.
(54' long x 40' wide) excluding wingwalls which are located at each end of ‘the
flume and extend out an additional 14' én each side. The flume will have
7'-0" high sidewalls.

Approximately 3,200 cu. yds. of material will be excavdted to
construct the flume and upstream and downstream channels. This excavated
material shall be used to build the requived dikes as shown on Exhibit “C"
and to builé up the access roadway to the site. 1In addition, dpproximately
600 cu. yds. of £ill materdial will beé excavated from the east side of the
river to construct an earthfilled dike across the Qwens River needed to divert
the river through the flume. Approximately 800 cu. yds. of rock and rip-rap




)

are needed for channe], bank: protection. This rock is available in large

windrows to the scuth of Big. Pine as a result of the excavation of a storm
bypass channel-construeted in 1969, .

A small building wila be réequired at the site to house the recording

instirunents, This building will be 8°' long x 7' wide x 7' thigh,

Thn eéxisting accsss road is approximately one mile long and will
require some grading, building up of the road base, ang £illing and installing
culverts in low areas to make it usable on g year-around basis.

DESCRIPTION OF THE'ENV1RONMENTAL SETTING:

The en&iré‘projecth including the flume and access road, are
located on lanas which are owned by the City of Los Angeles and managed by
the Departmeny of waker and Power, The land is zoneg Agricultural Bxclusive
(AE) and. is ledsed for cattle grazing, '

The‘major;anvirohmgnﬁal feature in the Project area ig the Cwens
Rive#, The rivex and- the surrounding riparian land and alkaldi scrublangd are
uSed for gatiie grazing, fish and wildlife habitats,vmigratory water fowl
«habitat,‘rebreational hunting ang ﬁishing, and swimming ang boatang
Recreationgl fishing is alhighiy valued uvse as this portion of the
is apen year around to trout‘ﬁishing.

The Tule Elk roam the Owens Valley ang are: listed zs a rare Species.
The Tinemahé'ﬁe‘” that numbers from 60 ta 90 animals may, from time to time,
' & & grazing and Wwatering habitat; howevér, ‘the herq genorally
ranges further to the south in the Tinemaha area.

A simi), width is located on the Owens River
at the outle , i Also, another laxrge Parshal, Flume of
15 ' ¢e Vining Creek, approximately 3 miles up Tioga
Pass Road, and a 20! Parshall Flume is located on the Cwens River below the
East Portai, which is approximately 5 miles east of U. 5. 395 apd 4 niles
south of Crestview.

ENVIRONMENTAL Iipacr o \HE_PROPOSED ACTION:

' The major changes to the area will be those caused by the improved
¥road into the flume site and the impact of reduced boating {tubing and .
canoéing) in the immediate area of the £lume.

‘ Improving the road will make the area more accessiblg to recreational
uses and could cause incroasedq pollution of the Owens River. There would,
however, be additional patrolling of the arca by Department of Water and Power
personnel who will be required to take daily flume readings, and this wily
allow enforcement of an existing Department policy which does rnot allow ovar-
night camping on the river, This increase in patrolling could offset the
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dangers of pollution. T¢ improve thc xroadway into the flume site will
require the removing .of some vegetation to widen the roadway, but this would
be very minimal. .Also, the vegetation around thé flume site would be removed
to allow parking for vehicles of those required to observe the flume.

Watex velocities. in ‘the Owens Rivex will be increased at the flumeé
as water passes through the Parshall Flume, and as the watexr leaves the flume
turbulece 15 created because of a hydraulic ]ump. Because of this turbulence
at the exit of the flume, the Owens River wili be less safe for boaL;ng
However, this condition will be no worseé than other obstructions in the river
such as the diversion dike at the intake to the Big Pine Canal.

To warh people of the danger of boating Lhrough the flume, signs
would be posted upstréam of the flume; warning of the danger at the flume
ahéad. : ‘ ‘

Thé construcétion site has been surveysd b ir consultant biologist
and no rare 0¥ endangsred speciea of flora or fauna were found

T+ & site wassinspecﬁed by Mr. Raymond Stone, a member of the
Big Pine Indian Community; and he did not observc anything of historical
significance (sée attached letter). ‘

An archaeologicél survey will be performed in the near futare.

An. additional smanl&lcant change .o ithe area will be that then o
Owens River, upstréam. from the f£lume, will haye a higher watex aurface ievel
‘for approximately two miles due to tle necessary coneructxon and’ elevation
of the proposéd flume. Although the water elevation will be higher, it will
not overflow the present river banks except at a few locations where high
‘Water flows now bypass gome oxbows. The higher water surface eievations will
cause ho adverse aﬁfeot-tqythe river or khe surrounding area.

The agsthetic impact Que to the project will be minimal. The flume
will not be vigible excépt from the high bluffs on kthe cast side of the
Owe1s River end at the site itself, but the small building which will house
the water mads wing devices will be higher than the surrounding area and
w.ll ke visible. To minimize the effect of the building, it willl be painted
3 color which will blend with the area.

Dnring thé construction phase, when the river is diverted from
its present chinpel through the ney flume, therse w111 be some washing of
silts and Jirt dowistream of the flume. To minimize this effect, all newly
congstructed river banks, which can be constructed prior te the diversi
taking place, Wlll be rxp—r“ooed pricr to the river waters belng d&vemt=d
thIOLgh ‘the flume. Also, the river flow will be rcd sced £o a minimum at
Pleasant le‘ey Reservoir to rewace the sgouring of the new tiver channel
when the diversion. is madg.




Noise levels 'will Be increased due to the use cof heavy equipment
during consiruction. This is a rather ramote site however, and the higher
noise lévels during conhstruction will not cause any adverse impact because
no rare .or endangered animals. make this their exclusine habitat.

L]

Aftey construction is completed, the noise level will' be somewhat
higher than present due to daily inspection and reading of the ingtryument
at the flume .and larger numbers of people in the area because of better acecess.
However , - all ‘this. will not endanger any of the animals in the area.

Dverail!‘théiareaishould be a more desirable place to. fish, as ig
the case .around the ?inemaha»Rese;vcix flume.

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED, ACTION:
* Thiére are tvo bagic alternatives, with one alternative having one

or more salutions.

Alternative number one would be the "do nothing" choice ahd would
in no: way change theé axéa from the way it how exists.

Alternative numbexr two is thé one that has béen outlined in this
Frepogt: Other solutions to the alternative would be to install the sama type
flume in some othey location, either wp or Aownstieam from the proposed site.
The»propoSed site was sélected because it would cause the least impact on the

area. Siher site locations would require one or more of the following:
More roadwork.
iohger diversion channdls from the éxisting river.
Building up of river banks upstredm of thé site.
More severe £looding out of the river banks.

THE PELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MAN'S ENVIRONMENT AND
THE MAINTPENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONC TERM PRODUCTIVIAY:

The only short-term effocts arve those il will be caused by the
construction work as wentioned in Article V. The long-term use of the land-
will rémain the same as it is now, tha. being a viculturel and recreational.
Swme incyease in the vecreational use of the river san b expected, tut this
will take place whether or not the project is implemented.

iBRBVERSIBLE‘ AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCEShWﬁICH WOULD
BE INVOLVED IN, THE PROPOSED ACTION WHOULD IT BE TMPLEMENTED :

The project commits no resources other than the earth and xock‘fiiﬂ
material previously mentioned. The flume is being installed to gather water

resource data and has no effect oh the resolirce itself.
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THE GROWTH INDUCING‘IMEAdT‘OF THE PROPOSED?ACTION:

The project Will have.nopgxowﬁhvinaucihg impact as the axea will
remain as’it is at this time.

BASIS FOR NEGATIVE DECLARATION ¢

C This project isrnbp.gonsidered to have a significant affect upon
the environment for the following reasons:

No change in the ‘historic usa of the axea.

No changés. in the existing alr or watex pollution.
A ety minimal change in the nesthetic quality of the axea
and eXisting hoise levels.

]
P

Mo Yiving yRits. homes or businesses, will be displactd
or affecteds \

No historical areas o¥ parks will, be: affected-

No impact on any rare OX endangeved speciés of fiora oxr
faunia Will take place.
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April 6, 1978

Me, James F. Wickser
Novthezn Silstrict Engineet
Los M. yiles Aquediget DJVLSLOH
De par*mnnn of” Watex and: Power
of ‘the City of Tos. Angeles
873 North: Main s&:ect .

Bis h)p, California 93514
Déar’ Mx. t-z_;i;c}cée;‘:z

On Anrxl 4, 1978, I, Raymond 8% one, a member of the Big Pine

g 4

Indian Commhﬂ1ty, isited the broposed site of the "*Owens Rlver 30 foot

R
i

Framde", 1 an‘famlrmav with the area and have hunted, and fishéd in ‘the
‘vicﬁnityum,ventx =3 lm;e. , -7
' g /Aﬂ@&s’i vk

7“.,4/-(& s
f Aol vt . .@b ,M -
My fathez told s mdn* ‘ye#xrs .ago that the 1and near the Owens
‘River was not used us a Burial site because of high groundwater. The
‘ancient burial 51te, were approxinmately a mile west of the rives

-

T‘did”not'¢bsérVQ dnything that would lead me to believe
‘this site has any historical significance,
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