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phe attached Calendac Lhoem c4 wag taken off the consent
ealenday and considered geparataly by whe comni ssion.
(Chalrman Kennetl Cory 1eft during the discussion of this
item, and Commission~hlternate gid Mecausland pecame Acting
Chairman.)

M. MeCausland was concerned about the fact that laslk winteXx
the water in owens Lake kept rising and jeopardizing the
operations of the commission's leasee, Lake Minerals. Inc.
(Lake Minerals has & mineral extraction lease with the commis-
sion for the recovery of txona.) Tt was his understanding that
once the wabtex intruded into the area and the trona hecame
inundated, it would be virtually impossible to recover. He
understood that preliminary discussions were held with the

Lo Angeles Departmentsoi Water and power ‘about ghe possibility
of diverting the flow, but no progress had been. made.

Mr. Dopald J. Everitts, Chief, Extractive pevelopment., State
Leases, explained that afiter corresponding with the pepartment,

stafl determined the problems werse not as severe as first
anticipated.

Megsrs. Duane Georgeson and chuck McCauley. both representing
the Los Xngeles pepartment of Watexr and Powel. appeared. They
indicated the nepartment's wjllingness to commit themselves

Lo prevent the runoff om the oOwens watexrshed from £lowing
into Owens Lake. However, they atated most of the excess was
not the result of their releasing water into the Lake. 1t
atemmad f£rom lagt winter's heavy rainfall and the natural
runoff resulting therefrom--not tributary to pheir aqueduct

gy skbem: They also stated they had received a letter E£rom Lake
Minerals, InC.:s expressing their appraciation for the
Department‘s help.

at the copclusion of the discussion, it was explained to the
commission that the problem, which not totally resolved, could
pe minimized by the pepartment of Water and Power's appreciation
of tha commission's scncexrn and their efforts to eliminate
diversion of tributary water to their agueduct system into
oweng Lake. graff was advised to monitor and to work closely
with the Deparktment O- Water and Power n this matbeX. The

Commission therefore appre 3d the staff's recommendation.

Upon motion duly nade and carried, the resolution A3 preaented
in Calendar Ttem § was approved by & vote of 2-0.

Attaciment: calendar Ltem ¢4 {19 pages)
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CALENDAR 1TEM
af78

Ca. 3 81730

N " Atkings
GENERAL PERMLT o nale
PUBLLIC AGENCY USE PRC 8519

APPLICANT gity of los Angeles
Dapaxtment of Water and Power
p. 0. Box "C!
independence, Galifornia 93526

AREA. TYPE LAND AND LOCATION:
Two parcels of land in the Qwens River,

Inyo County.
LAND USE: Fiumes for measuring water flow.

TERMS OF PROPOSED PERMIT:
Initial period: q years From June 1,

CONSTIDERATTION: The public benefit, with the gtata reserving
the right at any rime to set a monetavry
rental if the Commission finds such action

to be in the State's best interest.

PREREQUISITE TERMS, FEES AND- EXPENSES
processing costs have been received.

STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCES:
A. Public Resounces Code: Div. 6, Parts 1 & 2.

p, Adm. Code: Title 2, Div. 3.

OTHER PERTINENT 1NFCRMAT10N:
i The annuati rental value of the site
is astimated to be $100.

s

9. A Negative Declaration was prepared
py the City of Los Angeles, pursuant
to CEQA and implementing regulations.
A Notice of Determination hag been
received. The Negative Declaration
contained wording which indicated that
the City cf Los Angeles pwned the Land,
upon which the project would be located.
The city has acknowledged that the
State has ownership of the bed of the
pwens River.




CALENDAR 11EM NO. Q4+ (CONTD)

This project ls situated on State land
idencvified as possessing significant
environmental values pursuant to Public
Resources Gode 6370.1, and is classifled
in a use category, Class A, which author-
izes Restvicted Use.

Staff review indicates that therve will

be no significant effect upon the identi-
fied environmental values. This project
covers an existing as well as a proposed
facility for which no adverse commencs
have been received,

There are 2 flumes being authorized

by this permit, one existing and one
proposed. No environmental report is
required for the existing flume, per

2 Cal. Adm. Code 2907, Class 1B, as

it is in an acceptable state of repair,
and we have received no evidence of
environmental degradation. The proposed

flume is covered by a Negative Declavation
prepared hy the City of Los Angeles.

APPROVALS OLTAINED:
United States Army Corps of Engineers,
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control
Beard, California Department of Fish and
Game.

EXHIBITS: A. rand Description. B-1. TLocation Map.
B-2, Location Map.
C. Negative Declaration and Initial Studv.

IT 18 RECOMMLUWDED THAT THE COMMTSSION:

1. DETERMINE THAT AN EIR HAS NOT BEEN FREPARElLs FOR THE
PROPOSED FLUME RBUT THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS
BEEN PREPARED RY THE CLTY OF LOS ANGELES ON MAY 10, 1978,

2. CERTIFY THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE NEGATIVE DECIARATION.

3, DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENYVIRONMENT.




GALENDAR LTEM NO. - CA. (CQNTD)
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FEXHIBIT A"

W 21734

]
.

‘Two '(2) parcels of land within the Owens River, Inyo County, Califomia,
described as follows:

PARGEL 1

A patcel of land in the NEY of Section 16, T3S, R3AE, MDY,
located approximately 1750 feet southerly of the northevly
line of said Section 16, and 625 feet westerly of the east
line of said Secticn 16, said paxcél to be used for the
construction and msintenance of a 30-foot Parshall Flume:

EXCEPTING THEREFROM any portion lying landward of the oxdinary high watex
maxk of the Owens River.

A parcel of land in the NWg of Section 26, TLOL, R34E, MDM
located approximately 2425 feet southerly of the noxtherly
line of said Section 26, and 2600 easterly of the westerly
iine of said Section 26, and approximately 500 feot soltherly
of Tinemsha Dam, said parcel to be used for the maintenance
of an existing 20~-foot Parshall Fflume.

EXCEPTING THEREFROM any portion Jying landward of the ordinary high water
mark of the Owens River.

END OF DESCRIPTION ~

.
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BXUSRIT . ©

CITY OF LOS ANGHELES -
CALIFORNIA ENVIRCIRIEHTAL QUALITY A

NEGNNIVE DECLARATION
{Article V -~ City CEGA Guidelines)

Council Distrvict , Pate

L3

CLead Ccity ;\geney‘ Depaxtment off’v."au-;;x and Powoy

e B T

Project Witle/Na.

Owens River - 30° Parshall ¥lume

one mile cast -of the town of Bia Pine, Invo County,

~ o

Project Location

on the Owens River

~ m "

Project Desciiption construct a 30' wide, :cinforced concrete Parshall Flune

» N i S
. [ te T,

» PR

- . - :
O P o R AL T U S A 34

Name of Applicant if other than City Agency

Whae | Denartmont of Wabter and Power of the

City of Los angeles has determined that this project will not have
a significant eiect on the environment for the follouing reasons:

See Ypitial Study attached)

(use additional

sheell A necossary)

’ .

ect: is agtached.

J
. %
Signed ;@égaﬂgéfa'~wﬁhm{

PrUL H. LA
Pitle  chief imaineer of Water dorks
¢ and hssistant fanagper
Nane of Pexson preparing this form  CHARLNL ‘L. PACWLDY
OfLice Lasyneer )
Title HNorlhern Dictriet, Amueduct Div,
CTRPPENDIR €

The Initial Study prepared for this pro

Revised
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Eﬂl?lhh SPUnY.

PROJECY AUD IS TLOCATION:

Phis project "Owons River - 30' ¥.shall Fiume", is located
approximately one mile east of the town of Biy Piune on the Owens Rivaex,
in & relativcly.small-bcnd of a large OXbOW. The large oxbow is located
in the northeast quarter of seétion 16, mownship 9 South, Range 34 East,
M.D.B. & M. as shoun on Exhibit "a". Exhibit "R" shows the area in greater
details A topographic map, Exhikit "C", shows the £lume Site including the
‘@ikes and flume jocation in relation to ‘tha Owens River, and Bxhibit "DY
shows a éross section of the flume. Exhibits ay® and "B show the acaess
roads into the site area.

EBJECTIVES,SOUGHT fy THE PROPOSED PROJECT:

The objectiverf this project is to install a f£luke in the Owen$
River to acsurately measuge the water £lows into Tinemaha Reservoir. At the
present time, river flows ane measured at Zurich Bridge by 2 curxrent wmetering
mathod and .arve subject tO inaccuracies pecause there is not a constant xx X
cross section in which to do the metexring. Tnereased accuracy is needed for
opanational‘inﬁnnmation and to determine losses within Tinemaha Reservoir,

6 1 miles downstream from the proposed project. .

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT:

‘This project involves the construction of & 30* concreke rarshall
Flume and the improvenment of an existing dirt road which provides Qceess e
the site. The parshall Flume has a planned axea of approximately 2,200 sq. ft.
{54' long % 40* wide) excluding wingwalls which are jomated at each end of the
flume and extend oyt an additional 14° on cach side. The flume will have
7'~0" high sidewalls.

, *

Approximatcly 3,200 cu. yds. of material will be excavated o
consbruct the flume and upstream and downstream channels. This oxcavated
material shall be used to build the required dikes as shown ¢ \ Exhibit we!

and to build up the accoss roadway to the gsite. In additicn, approximataly
GO0 cu. yds. of £i31 materlal will be excavated from the east gide of the
river to construct an earkhfilled dike acrogss the Owens River needed to divert

the wiver through the flumec. hpp:oximacel 000 cu, yds. of rock and rip-rap
3




. ¥

ave neaded for chanmal bank protectien. This xrock ls available in large
windrows to the south of Big Pine as a result of the oxepvation af a storm
hypase channed constrigved in 1969, .

A small building will be xgquired'nh the site to house the recokding
instruments. This building will ba 8' long x 7' wide x 7' high,

the oxisting sceess road is approximately one mile long and will
require some grading, hualding up of the road have, and £illing and installing
culverts in low areas to make it usable on & yecar-around hasic,

DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVTRQUMBNTAL SETTING:

Tho entire project, including the flume dnd accoss goad, are
located on lands which ake owned by the City of uos angele< and managed by
the Department of Water and bower, fThe land is zonod Agricultural Exclusive
{(AB) and is leased for cattle grazing,

The major envirohmental feature in the projoct area is the Cweny
River: The river and the surrounding riparian land and alkali scrubland are
used for cattle grezing, fish and wildlife habitats, wigratory waterfowl
habitat, recreational bunting and fishing, and swimming and boating activities,
Rocreational fishing is a highly valued use as this portion of the Owens River
18 open yeay around to trout fishing.

~

.
LR
PRSI

The Tule ELX roam bthe Owens Valley and are listed as a rara species.
The Tinewaha Herd that numbers from 60 to 50 animals may, from time tod time,
use this avea as a grazing and watering habitat; however, the herd generally
ranges further to the sputh in the Tinemaha area.

X similar Parshall Flume of 70! width is located on the Owens River
at. the outlet of Pinemaha Reservdir. Also, another large Parshall Flume of
15' width is located on the Lee Vinang Creek, approximatcly 3 miles up Tioga
Pass Road, and a R0' Parshall Flume is located on the Owens River below the
Bast Portal, which is approximately 5 miles east of U. S. 395 .and 4 miles
south of Crestviaew.

ENVIRONHENTAi AMPACT OF THE PROPOSED ACTION:

-

The major changes to the arca will be those caused by the iwproved
road into the flume site and the impact of reduced boating (tubing aund :
canoeing) in the immediate area of the flume,

fmproving the rxoad will make the area wmore acenssible to recreatiwvnal
uses and could cause ipcreased pollution of the Owens River. Thare would,
however, be additional patrolling of the axea by Deportment of Water and Powver
personnel whe will he required to toke dally £lure veadings, and this will
allow enforcement of an existing Department policy which does not allow ovox-
night camping on the river., This increase in patrelling could offset the

AL

.

.
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dangers of poliutlon. fo lmpiove the yoddway into tha Flumo site will
roquire the pemoving of aona vogetation to widen tho roadway, but thig wou id
bo vers minimal,  AlBo, tha vogotation axound the flume sive would bu romoved
Lo allow parking fox vehlales of those goguired to ahnerve tho £lume,

watdy velpelties in the Thens River will ba increased at the £lume
ap water pasaes threugh thoe parshall Pluwd, and as the witer Loaves tho Llullw
turbulenca o eraaked begausy of a ydraulic jump. Bacause of thin wurhulenaes
ab the exit of the flum, tha Owond Bivar will he 1ang safe for hoatdng.
However, this gondition whll ba ro vokse then othey obabructions in khe river
puch au tha diversion dike al the fntaka to Lhe Big rine Canal,

, To wagn poople of the dangar of boating through tho Llume, slgns
would ba posted upslican af the flumg, warning off the dangor at theo £l
ahoad.

Pha consbruetion site has bewn gurveyed oy our consultant tilologlat
and no raxe ox epdangared spocles el flord or fauua were found .

The site waz inspected by M. Raymond Stone, & notber af tho’
Big Pine Indjan Commund by, and he did not obsexve anythlng of historical
significance (sce athached lettex). :

An, aichaeologlenl survey will he performed in the near future.

An additional signdficant change ko the area will be that the )
Ovens Rivey, upstrean froe the fluwe, will have a higher watok surface level
for approximately Lwa miles due to the neceltsory construction &né‘elcvahidd
of the proposed flume. Although the water eleva ion will be higher, it will
not overflew the prusent river Banks excopk at a fow locations where high
wataor £lows now hypnss some oxbows. ‘Ihe higher wateyr surface elevations will
cansa no advexss affect to the piver or the surrounding area.

ohe acsthelic impact due td the praject will be minimal., The f£lume
will not b visible excopt from the high bluffs on the east side of the
owens River and at the site iteelf, But the small building which will house
rhe water measuring dévices will be highor than the surronnding arca and
will be visible. To minimize tne effact of the building, it will be painted
a eolor which will blend with the area. (

puring ‘the construction phase, when the river is diverted from
ik present channel whrough the new flume, thore will be some washing of
gilts and divt downstream of the fiume, 7o minimize thig offect, all newly
construckued river kanks, which can be construcied prior to the diversion
paliing place, will be pip~rapped prior to tha river waters being diverted
through the fluace. Also, the river flow will ba reducnd to a minimum at
pleasant Valley Rescrvoir Lo reduce the scouring of the new river channcl
vhen the diversion is made, : ’
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totoo lovels will be inercosed 4oy to. tho oo of noayy wqukphunu
during zousyruction, Phig Ap & vavhod pemoto plta however, and tho hlghar
noist Loavals dueing cotipbruetion will pol gause any ddvariso Lmpdet bogavse
no rarg or entangorad animals mokl By thelr gxulusive habltat.

¢

After conptriction 18 cemplated, tho poiot level will ho somawhut
highar than present dun to doally inspaction and peading off tha inatroemant
ab tho £luma ond Livgey nunbary of propla to e srea bocanss of bahinr aecuess.,
Howevex; all this will not andanger eny of tha animals dn the ared.

overall, the ateo shouly be 4 wora degirvable place £~ gish, as g
the cata aroumnd thi pinomahd gogopveir flum.

ALTERNATIVES 10, THE PROPOSED ACTIGN:

Thore are Lwo ‘basle alernatives, with one alteinative having ona
ot moke solutions.

Rltgrnative nuubey one wauld ha the "d0 nothing® choiso and would
in né way shange the area fRom the way it now exlsts.

Alternative suinber two is the e that hias boon outliped in this
yeport. Other sclutiong bo the alievnative wonld e to insball the sant type
fiume in sowe other louaktion; pither up or dowastnoan From the propossd wite,
The quybscd site was salectad pepause it would. cause the laast impact o Lhe
areas Other site locations wénld require one oX wore of the f~llowsings:

More roadwork.

ﬁonggr diversion channels from the oxisting river.
puilding up of river banks upstream of the site.
More severc fLooding wuk of the rivex banks.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN: LOCAL SHORT~TEI USES OF MNAN'S BNVITROMMENT AWD
THE MAINTERANCE AND BNHAHCENEUT OF LONG-TERM PHRODUCTIVITY : .

The only short-term nffects are thoce that willd he caased by the
qonshruction wark as mentioned in Articie V. The Jong~tern use of the land -
will remain the same as it is now, that beiny agricultural and recreational.
gome increase in the recreaticaal use of the river can he expocted, bub this
+111 ‘Gake place whether ox not thae projact is dmplemented.

TRREVERSTBLE  AND TRRETRIBVABLE COMMITMRNTS OF RESOURCES WIHICH WOULU
Bis INVOLVED 1N THE PROPOSED ACTTION BHOLLL TT RE THPLEMENTED: -

he projccu conmity no regources other than the earth and rock i1l
matexdnl previously mentioned. The flume is being ipnstalled Lo gather water
rosoarce data and has ne afifect on the reaouree fteelf.
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Mr, Jamnes v, Wicks¥

Northern pisurict gngincexr

yos Angeles Aqueduct pivision

Dcpaxnmnnn of VWater and Tower
of the City of Los Angeies

§72 Noxth Main Street '

pishop: california 33514

peax M. Wicksen:

on npril 4. 1978, I Raymons gtone, 2 memper of the Big Pine
gndian CO ranity, o) proposed gite of tha "Owens piver 30 fool
Flume" & oam £ and i [ son and have hunted and gished in thn

vicinity my eutixe i f Z?a 3314 ) g
WIsd Lo Ay e
e P Lol T LA o :
My fathox £old e man years ago ‘that the land near phe Owens

‘River was not used as @ purial site bucause of high groundwater. The,
anciént burial sites were approximatcly a mile west of the viver.

1 did not ghserve anything that wouid iead me kO peliave

s

¢ has any hisLorical smgniﬁicanec.

"

e

Sincexrely:
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