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APPLICANT:

TYPE OF LAND:

CALENDAR TTEM
8/78

39.. W 40062
Smith
PROSPECTING PERMIT

American Copper and Nickel Company, Inc.
11437 West 438th Avenue
Wheat Ridge; Colorado 80033

Sehool land.

AREA AND LOCATION:

PROPOSHL:

Section 36, T12S, R19E SBBM, Imperial
County. Approximately 10 to 11 miles east
of Glamis.

To evaluatée the pctential for mineral values
other than oll, gas, and geothermal of

the subject State lLands. The primary explor-
ation objective is Lo determine if uranium
ore exists in commercial quanitites and,

if so, propuse a plan for its extraction.

METHOD OF EXPLORATION:

ROYALTY

Initially the surface will pe carefully
mapped by plane table and surface samples
caken for analysis. Two exploratory drill
holes are tentatitely scheduled to a maxlmum
depth of 1,500 feet . Access will be by
existing roads and no structures wili be
srectod. All data obtaived will be made
available to the Commission and will be
correlated with that from adjacent Federal
elaims.

The royalty shall be 10% of the mine value
of the ore as detalled in fxhibit VA" of
che permit on file in the OfFice of the
Commi ssion.

PRERECUTSITE TERMS:

1., Starutory filing fees and permit fces
have been duposited by the applicant,

2. The subject permit has bieen reviewed
and approved by the Of fice of the Attorney
Goneral as to compliance with applicable
provisions of law pursuant to Sectlon 6890,
of the Puhlic Resources Code,




CALENDAR ITEM NO, 39. { CONTD)

The area 1s not known to contain commer-
cially valuable deposits of minerals.

The State Lands Commission staff, in
accordance with Article 10, Section 2806{b)
of the Cal. Adm, Qode, has ccnducted

an initial study and has concluded

that the project will not have a signilicant
gffect on the environment. Therefors,

in compliance with subsection (c¢) of

gettion 2906, a Negative Declaration

was prepared and filed with the State
{leavinghouse.

EXHIBITS: A. Location Map. B. Negative Declaration.
T I8 RECOMMENDED: THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. DETERMINE THAT AN EIR HAS NOT BEEN PREPARED FOR THIS
PROJECT BUT THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED
RY THE COMMISSION STAFF.

CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION ND#226 HAS BEEN
COMPLETED IN COMPLIANGE WITH THE CALLFOKNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT OF 1970, AS AMENDED, AND THE STATE GUIDELINES:

AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED

i

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED THERELN,

DETERMINE THAT THE PROPOSED PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A
STGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENYVIRONMENT .

FIND THAT GRANTING OF THE APPLICATION WILL HAVE NO
STGNIFICANT EFFECT UPON ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERLSTIGS
IDENTIFIED PURSUANT TO SECTION 6370.1 ET SEQ. OF THE
PUBLIC RESQURCES CODE.

DETERMINE THAT THE LANDS DESCRIBED TN THE PERMIT ARE
NOT KNOWN TO CONTALN COMMERCTALLY VALUABLE DEPOSITS
OF MINERALS.

AUTHORIZE TSSUANCE OF THI PROSPECTING PERMIT, TO UHE
AMERICAN COPPER AND NICKEL COMPANY, INC., FOR & TERM

OF 5 YEAKS FOR ALL MINERALS OTHER THAN OLL, GAS AND
CEOTHERMAL RESGURCES 1N SECTION 36, 7128, RI19E, SBR&M,
IMPERTAL COUNTY; IN ACCORDANGE WITH THE STANDARL FORM
OF PERMIT. ROYALTY PAYARLE UNDER ANY PREFERENTTAL LEASE
L SSUED UPON DISCOVERY OF COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE DEPOSTLS,
FOR ANY AND ALL MtNERAL PRODUCTS EXTRACTED OR REMOVED
FROM SAID PREMISES FOR SALE OR STOCKPTLING SHALL B
DETERMINED AS SET FORTM IN THE PROSPECTING PERMIT.
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BXHIBIYT “B"
NEGATIVE DECLARATION

PROSPECTING PERMIT W 40062

This Nogative Declaratien is prepared pursuant to Section 15083,
california Admihistrative ¢ode, Title 14, Division 6 and is based
upon an Initial Study pursuant to Sections 15080 and 150866 thereof.

American Copper & Nickel Co. Inci has filed an applicat.on for
approval te prospect for minerals other than cil and gas and geo-
thermal on Section 36, T. 12 S., B. 1% E. S.B.M. Tmperial
county. Emphasis will be placed on evaluating the commarcial
potential of uranium in the N-% of the Section. If it is established
that a commercial ore deposit does exist, the applicant will apply
for a lease to develop said deposit. .

Exploration will consist initially ot surface mapping aind sampling
followed by the drilling of two exploratory holes to a max i mum
depth of 1300 feet. Drillsites should not require any significant
preparation, existing roads will provide necessary acceéss. No
permanent facilities will be constructed. Data will be evaluated
and correlated with data cobtained from adjacent Federal claims.

Project will not have any economic effect on the area.

The Initial Study was prepared by the Staff of the State Lands
Commission augmerted by data supplied by the applicant. Mr. Jay
von Werlhof of the Imperial valley College Museum conducted an

on site archeological study ~f the area and in the subsequent report
stated no prehistorical resources were found in tne entirety of
Section 36. This report and the Initial Study are on file in the
Commission's Long Beach Office.

It is indicated that any Environmental Impacts will have only short
term effects and will be temporary and insigntficant. No permanent
evidence of the project will remain arter its completion; no long
term effects are foreseeable. Therefore, it has been determined
that the proposed exploration project will not have significant

. effect on the environment.
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YNIMAL STUDY ~ PROSPECTING PERMUT W koot2

project and ILocation:

An dpplication has been made to the Celifornie State Innds Comnlsslon to prot-
pect for nonmetnllic minerals, primarily wranium, in the Nj of Section 36, 1.
12 S., R. 19 E., 8.B.4, Imperial County. Section 36 15 approximately 37
uiles northesst of Brawley and e transgeted by Highway 78 running cest-west

{seé attached map).
mhe ared is sccessible from the highway.

Statement of the Purpose of th. Project:

Ihe potential mineralization occurs along & zone up to ceveral tens of feet in
width and strikes qastwwestﬂcompleﬁely:through the section. The applicant
proposes £o &rill {wo holes into unveathercd bedrock, one hole near the west
spd one hole near ihe cast side of the section elong the gtrile of the niiner-
alized wone. -

Gendral Déscription of the Project:

Initially, geclogic mapping and surface sampling will be completed and will
require & two-man field crew working for a period of ten days to two weeks .
Fhis work will consist of outerop mayping and sampling on foot traverses and

the development of local detail by means of plane table surveying.

™o exploratory drill holes are programued, one on the east side 5T the séction
and one on the west side, to a projected waximum drilling depth of 1500 fzet.
The drillsites are limited in size to aporoximetely one hundred feet in‘dinmeter
and should not require sny significent surfoce preparation considering the open
country involved. The network of existing rosds will provide adequate acters
o the proposed drillsites. No adatitional roads will be constructed.

The drilling progran will take approximately four to six weeks with an antici-
pated drilling rate of {xfty to seventy feet per day. The drill crew will con-
sist of iwo men working one ten~hour shift per day on o six-day week. It s
possidble that if the knowledge geined from this drilling indientes favorable
mineral potential, some additional drilling way be required.

Poo 1Little is known nbout the geclogy of the vrospect ares to project any plen
of developmen®t. Much will depend on the potential of the applicant's claims
that border the State paveel. If the prospect aren is found to contain a com-
mereially valuuble miheral deposit, & separeice and detoiled environmental
report vill be prepared to cover the production phase.

Presont ¥nvironment:

)

General Geologlie Deseviption:

»

Section 36 18 near thé southern eid of ihe Chocolnte Mountains. The checolnte
Mountaing e within the Mojave Desert goologie proviuce and fomm the north-
castern wall of the Salton Uasin. They aye composed portly ot pre-Cambrion

.
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and pre-Cretoceous metomorphle rocky intruded by Jurassic granitic rocks and
partly of Tertiavy andeaitie end rhyolitic love flows, The metamorphic
gehislose rocks ars of kndwn and probably pre-Cambrian age.

In Section 3G, the bedrock wonsicts of pre-Capbrien(?) quartzite and quartz-
micn schinte which arg folded, faulted cnd subsequently intruded by felgae
dlkes, sille and small) voléanic plugo of Tertinry age. The metomsyphic rocks
ne well ap the felsic Antrusive rocks are locally bleached and hydrothernally
dltered.

Bhvireomental Sehting:

The urea 16 located on the soitheastern flank of the Chocolate Mountains,
vhich trénd RW-8E and paraliel Highwoy 18 running hetween Brawley and Biythe.
fhe Inperial Sand Dunes trend slong the south flank of the mountéins 4nd are
generally separated Lfrom then by & partly dissected pediment. The Coathella
Canul yuns nlopg the south side of the dune complex that is between the Dunes
and the Imperidl Valley Irrigation avea.

The region arcund the subject &..& i sparsely populated ard the Gramis store
&nd “2llfoad siding ten miles southwest 1s the only permanent vonmunity area
within thirty-seven miles. The country north -of the State section is in
rugped, j.gneous/metamorvhic complex of the Chocolate Mountains. Much of this
renge is designoted as an gerial gunnefy range and access to its interior is
limited by the topoiraphy or resiricted oy desighation.

The surfece wbilization i the orea has been minigized Dy the edversé desert
climate, gunnery ronge voundaries, and B.L.M. designations in their Desert
VYehicle Progrem. There are several smnll surface gold wines operating in the
genersl area around Olamis. 'This prospecting activity has Tluctuated over
{the years, but never resched & high enough jevel to allow this area to be des-
ignated as o discrete mining district.

The ~roject nred 1o typicallyfmountainous desert terzain with sparse fauna ahd
flot » Vegetation observed is:

"
.

creosote bush {Iaxrea divaricata)
mesquite {prosopis juliflora)
desert ironwond (Olneya tesota)

Palo Verde {Cexidium £loxidum)

ocotillo {(Fouquienin sple.dens)

o230 obanrved are:
red spotted toad {Duto punctatus)
zebre-talled izard {(Callisourus dxaconcides)

Colorade desert sidewinder (crotulus\ccrastqs)




Wettorn graund snake {sonors gembaniilata)
desert crested Mzard (Tipsontarus dorralicd

Climate:

fhe elimate Of Imperinl County and the genorad, Colérado Nesext reglon i8 clag-
gificd as hot and arid. The average anual rainfall 16 three inches, most of
vhiz:’h occurs during the ywinker nmonths. The ahaence of a cloud cover through~
out most of the year contribites to the low relative humidity of the reglon. .

vl ronmental Impact

*

Mie sinall drillsites selected will have only & mirox, short-torm impact and
there will Ye wo long-term adverse effects om o0V aspect of the precont envir-
onment. ‘The small driil wig will use existing roads; water will be delivercd
by tenk truck. Hatex usedt in the drilling process will be collected in a
small, ‘temporary surp and: recireulated vhen possible. When 4 hole ic com-
pleted, the fluid will be vemoved Trem the sunp and the sump srea returned as
nearly 8s. racticable to its original condition. Tne drill holes when aban=
.doned shall be cesented from the suxface Yo Tifty, feet below the surfece and
811, cutting dispersed 6o &8s to blend with the surface.

Adverse Environmental Fffects ¥hich Cannot Be Avoided If tue Proposal Is
Jmplemented: T R o T '

aarariamarv s

-

Nohe are antvd cipated during this pnase of the evaluation, Kné dril) rig end
fev bervice vehicles will be inconspicuous and wiil have only a short-term
impsct on the aesthetics of the arca, There will be o impact op hunan health

and no disruption of present etologleal systems.

Mitigation Meesures Provosed to Minimize the Imvacti

prilling and service vehicles will be 1imited in size and numbér compatible
vith efficient operation. ALl cguipment will be properly raintained To- opér-
ate on en energy efficient level. Every -effort will be made to uwtilize per-
gonncl and equiiment on a schedule prometing minimum time for site occupation.

Alterngtives ¢n the Proposed Action:

The specific alternative 1is "No Project”. However, the proposed exploration
of the arca is essential to meke o valid assessment of the mineral potential
at depilh. '

«

fhe Tolantionship Between Local Shori-Teom Uscs of Man's Enviromment and the
Vaintoignee and mnancenont of Tong-Teri Productivity:

The design of this program is such that there will be no cumulative o long-
range effect which could jmpaet the ‘environment. Until the time o potcntial
mineral resource is jdentified there will be only short~term impacts.

jny Irreversible fviroimental Chanpes Which Veuld Be Involved in the Pro-
yosed aAction dppwid 1t Be Implemented: ‘ '

Ho irreversidble enviromsental changes wi1l e wroduced by the proposed prograv.
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There wild he & simadld expenditure of fued enory,. and no gignificant surfoece
atterabion whidh could prophagate future LHANZUS »

Giovth Tnducing Tipast 0L {he Proposed Actiont

ihe exploration phase of this project will have 10 effect on the growth of
the areas 1T the ‘project nred contoins o comexrclally voluoble minersl
deposit, no iease agreemgnt {11 be concluded unill an envimpmc’ntai impact
yeport Lo prepared gavering khe production phage.

»

12, Eeononic and Socin) Facborst

ghere will not beé any significant chonges from existing conditions.
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