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CERTIFICATION OF NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
FOR RIGHT-OF-WAY LEASE 

- a Is201  7 	. 12/78 
W 21387 
De La Cruz 

APPLICANT: 	Mr. Jai Chand 
P. O. Box 31 
Gridley, California 95948 

BACKGROUND: The Commission's staff, on January 28, 
1977, received an application from Mr. Chand 
for Right-of-Way lease for construction 
and operation of a private agricultural 
ferry crossing at a former channel of the 
Sacramento River at Wilson Landing Road, 
about 10 miles northwest of Chico, Butte 
and Glenn Counties. 

The island, to which Mr. Chand is requesting 
access, was part of the bank of the Sacramento 
River and was severed as the result of 
an avulsive change of the Sacramento River. 
Prior to this change, the island was being 
farmed. 

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines, the 
Commission's staff conducted an initial 
study and determined that the proposed 
project would not have a significant effect 
on the environment. Consequently a negative 
declaration was prepared in compliance 
with CEQA Guidelines. 

A negative declaration was circulated through 
the State Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse 
has acknowledged receipt of the negative 
declaration and has completed the required 
review. 

CURRENT SITUATION: 
Adverse comments were received from the 
California Department of Fish and Game 
and Newhall Land and Farming Company regarding 
the proposed project. 

The comments received from Fish and Game 
indicate that the actual placement of the 
crossing will have minimal impacts on fish 
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and wildlife, however in providing Mr. Chand 
with access to his island, they believe 
his farming operation will remove valuable 
riparian vegetation and convert the island 
to agricultural land. 

As mitigation for the potential loss of 
the riparian vegetation on the island, 
Fish and Game has proposed that Mr. Chand 
confine his farming operations to the high 
terrace land, further defined as the interior 
of island, and leave a riparian vegetation 
band along the perimeter of the land. 

The applicant has agreed to the mitigation 
measures which Fish and Game is proposing. 

The concerns expressed by Newhall Land 
and Farming Company are minimal and can 
be resolved through discussion with the 
applicant and representatives of Newhall 
Land and Farming. 

PREREQUISITE ITEM: 
In accordance with Chapter 1200, Statutes 
of 1977, the State Lands Commission must 
certify and complete a negative declaration 
within 105 days or complete and adopt an 
EIR within 1 year following receipt of 
a completed application. This application 
was certifed complete on September 28, 
1978. 

EXHIBITS: 	A. Negative Declaration. 	B. Site Map. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION: 

1. DETERMINE THAT AN EIR HAS NOT BEEN PREPARED FOR THIS 
PROJECT BUT THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED. 

2. CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION #224 HAS BEEN COMPLETED 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH CEQA OF 1970, AS AMENDED AND THE 
STATE GUIDELINES, AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED 
AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN. 

3. DETERMINE THAT THE PROPOSED PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT. 
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NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

Agricultural Ferry at Wilson Landing 

W 21387 

This Negative Declaration is prepared pursuant to 
Section 15083, California Administrative Code, Title 14, Division 
6 and is based upon an Initial Study pursuant to Sections 15080 
and 15066 thereof. 

Description  

It is proposed to construct a cable ferry across a 
slough of the Sacramento River near Chico between Glenn and Butte 
counties. The area of the project is approximately 9,000 square 
feet. 

The ferry will consist of a motor driven barge to 
transfer agricultural equipment and produce to and from the 
island to Wilson Landing Road. A limited amount of riparian 
vegetation and habitat will be lost during the construction project. 
Use of the ferry will allow the vegetation on the interior of the 
island to be removed. The steel barge will measure 28 feet by - 
55 feet and will be anchored to concrete deadmen. When not in use, 
the barge will be anchored on the downstream side. 

Project Proponent  

Most of the project area is over the historical bed of 
the Sacramento River. All such sovereign lands are under the 
jurisdiction of the State Lands Commission. The project is to 
be constructed for Jai Chand of Gridley, who will farm the island. 

The Findings  

The staff of the State Lands Commission finds the proposed 
project will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
These conclusions can be summarized as follows: 

(1) There will be no significant growth inducing impact, 
inefficient energy consumption, air, water or noise pollution, or 
solid waste problems created as a result of implementation of this 
project. 

(2) There will be only minimal impacts upon fish and 
wildlife during and after construction. 

(3) The project will indirectly cause the removal of 
riparian and riparian grassland communities on the interior of the 
island by permitting its cultivation. 
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(4) No park lands, recreational areas, or known 
archaeological or historic sites will be affected by the proposal. 

(5) No public services or utilities will be affected 
by the proposal. 

(6) The implementation of this project will not narrow 
the range of beneficial uses of the environment or pose long-term 
risks to health or safety. 

This Negative Declaration has been prepared by the staff 
of the State Lands Commission. Additional copies of this document 
and/or the Initial Study may be obtained from Ted Fukushima, 
State Lands Commission, 1807 13th Street, Sacramento, CA 95814, 
telephone number (916) 322-7813. 
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INITIAL STUDY 

I. Description of Project  

The proposed project is an agricultural ferry across 
a slough of the Sacramento River about 15 miles west northwest 
of Chico. The site is near the intersection of Glenn, Tehama 
and Butte counties (See Exhibit 1). The ferry will permit the 
transportation of agricultural implements from the end of Wilson 
Landing Road in Butte County to a privately-owned island 
presently vacant in Glenn County. This operation will permit 
the island to be used for agriculture having been fallow for some 
years. 

The ferry or barge used will be a steel vessel measuring 
28 feet by 55 feet. It will travel back and forth across the 
slough on a steel cable anchored with concrete deadmen. The barge 
will be powered by a deck-mounted gas combustion engine driving 
a power winch attached to the steel cable. The barge will have 
10-foot wide by 28-foot long steel ramps at each end which can be 
lowered onto concrete landings at each side of the slough for 
loading and unloading farm equipment and products. 

The two concrete landings will set approximately 230 feet 
apart across the slough. Both will be approximately 35 feet wide 
by 20 feet long. A 20-foot wide concrete ramp will be added to 
the east side landing which will provide access from the landing 
to the existing road grade. Neither landing will extend into the 
channel of the slough. 

In operation, the barge when fully loaded will draw about 
4 feet of water. A channel will be dredged in the area of operation 
to a minimum depth of 5 feet. Approximately 1,000 cubic yards of 
dredged material will be disposed of on the land of the applicant. 
Rock riprap will be placed around the two landings to prevent 
erosion upstream and downstream of the site. When not in operation 
the barge will be anchored to a deadman with a cable as shown on 
Exhibit 2. 

A variety of State and local agencies exercise some level 
of control over the project. In addition to its role as lead 
agency, the State Lands Commission administers the Significant 
Lands Program (PRC 6370), which inventories the waterways of the 
State according to their environmental values. The Sacramento 
River at the site area is classified as a "limited" use area. 
Fish and Game has demonstrated concern for the environmental values 
of the riparian and adjoining vegetative and habitat compelxes 
(See Exhibit 3). 

Local planning jurisdictions have zoned and defined all 
upland land uses as agricultural. Glenn County has zoned its 
portion of the project as A-2 (20 acre parcel size) with an 
"agricultural intensive" designation on its 1974 General Plan. 
It is considered in a flood hazard zone "A". Butte County has 
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zoned the upland as "A-160" (160-acre minimum) and an "A-5" 
in the water zone, both are agricultural designations. 

State and local agencies will require different permits 
for the project. Neither Glenn nor Butte counties will require 
building permits. A permit for access, however, will be necessary 
across the county road on the Butte County side. The State 
Reclamation Board has a permit on file. The Army Corps of Engineers 
will not act on their permit until county approval for access is 
given. Approval for a Streambed Alteration Permit has been given 
by Fish and Game. 

II. Description of the Environmental Setting  

The slough across which this ferry will be constructed is 
a former channel of the Sacramento River. The river was realigned 
to remove the sharp bend it had to make. This action created an 
island and an oxbow slough. The 250-acre island is between the 
new and the former channels. 

The project area sits in the floodplain of the Sacramento 
River. All land surrounding the site is agricultural, specializing 
in row crops, grain and orchards. The average elevation is about 
150 feet above sea level. Soil on the island is light brown, 
smooth-textured and a friable loam which contains a good percentage 
of organic matter. Water penetrates it readily and is well retained. 
The soil is easily workable and productive. 

Soils and land uses are determined by the meandering of 
the river. Much of the island and the immediate area consists of 
primary flood deposition of silt and sand. Swales and intersecting 
water courses are typical of this section of the Sacramento River. 
It is still prone to periodic inundation with less flood control 
work than other portions of the river. The area is not prone to 
seismic hazards. Several earthquakes with magnitudes of 4.0 to 
4.9 have occurred thirty miles to the east of the project site. 

Agricultural encroachment on low-terrace riparian lands 
has been slow because of the erosion hazard. It is believed that 
the river will always have about the same acreage of low-terrace 
riparian lands and gravel bars. 

The project area is just outside of the study area of the 
Upper Butte Basin Study,  the prime source of natural data for this 
area. The Butte Basin is one of the major overflow basins of the 
Sacramento Valley. 

Natural vegetation covering the island consists of many 
varieties. Some of the island was farmed before the river was 
realigned, but the passage of time has allowed many native species 
to be reintroduced to the area. Investigations by the Department 
of Fish and Game have defined the island and in particular its 
perimeter as being environmentally significant (See Exhibit 3). 
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The land and vegetation on the island has been altered 
by past agricultural activity and differs substantially from 
untilled areas in plant composition. Wildlife species probably 
also vary in these areas. The banks of the slough have young 
riparian growth composed of cottonwoods, willows, vines and other 
vegetation typical of riparian growth along the Sacramento River. 
Although this growth is young, it is increasingly becoming more 
valuable as habitat for a wide range of species. If allowed to 
remain untouched it would regain its former value as prime 
habitat. 

Riparian areas are subject to varying degrees of seasonal 
flooding and dessication. Encroaching in these areas are sandbar 
willow, Pacific willow and black willow. Riparian tree growth 
generally grows on banks that do not have abrupt slopes. This 
tree growth includes black willow, Fremont cottonwood, blue 
elderberry, white alder, box elder, Oregon ash, western sycamore 
and valley oak. A dense shrub and perennial plant cover extends 
to the water's edge under the riparian trees. This cover consists 
mostly of California blackberry, western raspberry, California wild 
crape, California mugwort, western ragweed and yellow and white 
sweetclover. 

Inland from the bank vegetation is a zone of vegetation 
termed the riparian grassland. In the case of the project area, 
the low level cf the island allows riparian vegetation to grow far 
inland. Riparian grassland is thus limited to the interior of the 
island. 

The slough at the crossing site has no current and is 
slowly becoming dominated by aquatic vegetation. This is also 
highly productive as habitat and may be frequented by beavers and 
river otters. 

Butte Basin and the project area constitute an area 
highly important to wildlife in California. The permanently wet 
lowlands provide the most valuable habitat for waterfowl- Other 
wildlife, such as the ringnecked pheasant, occur in large numbers 
in the project area. Nongame birds, mammals and other animals 
are found heavily in the project area. The project area may be 
frequented by the California yellow-billed cuckoo, currently in the 
rare category of endangered species. Two endangered birds, the 
American peregrine falcon and Southern bald eagle, may frequent 
the general region. If not now extinct, the thicktail chub, an 
endangered fish, may be found in the general region of the 
Sacramento River and its sloughs. 

The project site was in the bed of the Sacramento River 
until the 1960's. From this reason, it is doubtful if there are 
any archaeological sites at the project area, although generally 
riparian areas are in highly sensitive archaeological zones. The 
eastern side of the project at Wilson Landing Road has been 
extensively altered by dumping of rubble and the construction of 
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a levee. The State. Historic Preservation Officer has been contacted 
concerning this site. If there are indications of potential sites 
in the project area, site surveys may be authorized prior to 
construction. If any evidence of archaeological artifacts are 
discovered during construction, operations will cease until a site 
survey is performed. 

III. Environmental Effects of the Proposal  

Construction of the proposed ferry will cause certain 
adverse impacts to a small aquatic area of the slough and to 
riparian areas on the banks. Use of the ferry will permit indirect 
impacts in habitat loss to the grassland area on the interior of 
the island. 

Aquatic and riparian plants will be removed by the 
construction and dredging at the site. Some of the vegetation 
and habitat removed will recover with time reducing the loss. 
Aquatic benthic life will be lost in the construction zone and 
dredging area. Fish will suffer a loss of feeding and breeding 
areas. Riparian species, chiefly small mammals, reptiles, amphibians 
and birds will be displaced from the landing areas on both sides 
of the slough. Some of the animal species will experience a Pro- 
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	longed avoidance of the construction area and the ferry, especially 
in operation. 

Riparian, riparian shrub and riparian grassland vegetative 
zones and habitat areas away from the perimeter of the island will 
be removed by farming operations resulting from this project. The 
island, which has been farmed previously, is more or less determined 
to be agricultural as to its most economic use, especially since it 
is privately owned. Although riparian lands generally have decreased 
in the Sacramento Valley, agricultural use is often temporary on 
these low-terrace areas due to periodic flooding. 

Placement of the cable may act as an inconvenience to 
navigation. This short slough of the river may be used on occasion 
by small fishing boats. Depending upon the season and water level, 
the cable may restrict or require increased care in using the slough. 

IV. Mitigation of Any Significant Effects Identified  

The intensive and limited scope of the project will act as 
a mitigating factor in protecting most of the riparian habitat in 
the project area. Outside of the channel and upland island areas, 
there will be no significant disturbance to the vegetation. Any 
disturbance to the habitat outside of the construction area resulting 
from construction activities will recover as the area will not have 
frequent or continual use. Most of the operation of the facility 
will be seasonal with little use of the ferry in winter months. 
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State of California 	 The Resources Agency 

Memorandum 

: Mr. Dave Black 
	

Date: November 15, 1977 
State Lands Commission 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento CA 95814 

From : Department of Fish and Game - Region 2 

Subject: Jai Chand's Island, Sacramento River, Glenn County 

These comments are submitted as per your request. 

Subject island has an excellent fringe of riparian forest developing 
along the old river channel. Willow species are the dominant plant 
species. This is the preferred habitat of the rare California yellow-
billed cuckoo which is known to inhabit the area. 

The main body of the island is covered with riparian grassland with 
small pockets of riparian forest. While the island is now important 
to wildlife, its importance will increase significantly as more forest 
develops. Approximately 99 percent of the virgin riparian habitat of 
the Sacramento Valley has been destroyed by human activity. 

Mr. Chand's proposed ferry crossing project would be deleterious to many 
aquatic species, including such mammals as river otter and beaver. 
Depending upon its design, impedence of channel use by river recreationists 
is possible. 

The proposed island and ferry project can be expected to have an adverse 
impact on habitat and wildlife. 

James H. Snowden 54'6  
Assistant Wildlife Manager Biologist 
Region 2 

• 
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64. TOTAL 160, 61, 62, 631 	 1 JS 	 2741 5 59. Fg DE RAL FUND ACCOUNT NUMBER 	 -12- 65. MULTIPLE PROGRAM-LINK 
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