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CERSIFICATION OF NFRATIVE DFCIARATION

APPLICANT:

TYPE OF LAND:
AREA AND LOCATIO

PROPOSAL:

Department of Transportation
District 2

g. 0, Box 2107

Redding, California 96001

School L.

Y .

v .

SWl Ml of Section 22 and N% o
all in T2oN, K16%, MDBM, lLasse
on Highwav 395, approximately

of Herlong.

Miterial will he removed as needed from
existing, previously used, borrow sites

for highwav shoulder repairs. Annual volume
to be removed is estimated at 6,000 cubic
yards per year. The proposed nermit is

for a term of 10 y2orvs.

PREREQUISTTE TERMS:

1. The &Gtate lands Commission's staff,
in accordance with Articie 1G, Section
2605(h) cf the val. Adm. Code, has
conducted an initial study and has
ccncluded that the project will rot
have a significant cffect on the environ-
ment . Therefore, in compliance with
subsoction f¢) of Section 2905, a negative
declaration was preparcd and filed
wirh the Scate Cliearinghor .c.

The State Clearinghouse acknowledged
nt of the negative declaration
ot wo- cempleted the required review.

It ue ~ordance with Chaptor 1200, Statutes
Al 1977, the Stare lands Covami a81on

pu~t conplete 2nd (et a negative

decs aratton withia 109 days following
yreelpt of a eompleted application

and approve or denv the project within

1 vear. This application was certified
complate an ot November 0, 1978.
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CALENDAR TITEM NO. 27, (CONTD)

EXHIBIT: A. Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAYT THE COMMISSTION:

1.

DETERMINE THAT AN EIR HAS NOI BEEN PREPAKED I'OR THTS
PROJECT BUT THAT A \ECATIVI DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED
BY THE COMMISSTON'S STAFF.

CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION NO #2733 HAS BEEN
COMPLETED IN COMPLIANCE WI1TH CEQA OF 1970, AS AMEMDED,
AND THE STATE GuJIDFLINES: AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS
REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED [HE INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN

DETERMINE THAT THE PRUPOSED PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.
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ELHIBIT A

NEGATIVE DECLARATION
Caltrans
HP3999

This Negative Declaration !s preparved by the State Lands
Commission in complianca with the California Environmental
Qualiby Act,

fhe California Department of Transportaticn(Caltrans), District
2, proposes to remove 5,000 tons (approximately 6,000 cubic
yards) of aggregate per year from an arsa within the 3W} of
the NW} of Section 22 and the N} of Section 27 all in T.26 N.,
R.16 B., M.D.M., Lassan County. Removal will be conduched from
oxisting, previously usad borrow sites. The material will be
used for highway shoulder rspair and other maintenance require-
ments.,

The Initisl Study upon which this Negative Declaration is basad,
was prepsred by the applicant in consultation with the staff
of the State Lands Commisslon and other interested agencies.

Based upon such Initiel Study, the project will not have a
significant effect on the enviromment for the Tollowing reasons:

1. There will bhe no significant growth lnducing impack,
fnefficisnt energy consumption, air or water pollution,
or solid waste problems created as a result of imple-
moenting this project.

2. The projsct will be mitigabted, as enumerated in the Initial
Study, so tha% there will be minimal impacts on wildlife.

3. The fmplementation of this projsct will not narrow the
range of beneficial waes of the enviroumsnt or pose
long-term risks to health or safety.

A copy of the Initial Study is attached fer your information.
Additional copies may bs obtaiansd Crom Ted . Pakushima, Ltate
Lands Commigsion, 1807-13th :trast, Secramsato, CA 95820} .
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Proposed Bouvroe Pit for Aggregates
near Doyle, Lassen County
Praparad for

rige.



SUMHMARY

Celtrans plans to remove 6,000 tons {approximately 6,000 cu. yds.)
of gravel per year from State lands for a period of up tc 30 years.

An archeological site adjacent &o the gravel source will be protected
from any distarbance when this proposal ia implemented.

#inor dizturbance of flogea and fauna will occur over small areas.

Possible adverse erfects on tha deer herd will be minimized or
sliminated by adherence to the proposed mitigation measures.

*he project s not considersd %o havea significant effect on the
environment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

The California Department of Transportation, (Caltrans) District 2,
proposes Lo ramove 4,000 tons of material per year for highway
shoulder repair and othsr maintensnce uses.

hggregates will be excavated, lnaded wiih prubber-tired front end
loaders, and hauled by ten-wheel dump trucks to galtrans mainte-~
nance work areas on State Roube 395. Two maintenance serritories
w511 be using this sourse (Susanville and quincy).

BHVIRONMENTAL SETTING

gGeneral. The subject preperty is located within an area of
approximately 730 acres 3ituatved bstween Bird Hills (a lower area

of the Diamond Mountains) and Long Valley Creek, on the southwesterly
edpge of the Honey Leke Yalley.

Stats Foute 395 bisects the ares. Carnier Road (access road to
Horlong) passes along the wecteely side of Arsa "A" (sse sttached
EXHIBIT B). An sxisfingz dirt road provides access to Areas "
and "C", south of Highway 39%.

Apsas "A", "B" and "6" are all axisting gravel pits and have been
used intermistantly for more than 20 years by Federsl, State and
county agenciss, end by private oparabtors.

A commercial aggregate nplant is located within one-half mile of
the proposod aite.

There 33 wne resideace mbout .} mila zoutawart of Area "AY,
aoroes Kighuay 195, one about .5 mile south of Areas "B" gnd "C"
end one .4 mils north of drwa "a,

Soils. On site, anils ars Class IV and VI, Class IV soil is
sendy or allulipe, which restricts 1o uvas for agrisculbure. It
can be usad for sslackad erons wich ewpeful management. (Clase
golils osccur on eqntly 3Vcnpingz to moderatbely deep to very deep,
well-drained scils, Timbor praduction s the mein use of cLass VI
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soil. (There are no trees on these areas.) Beth classes contain
high percentages of sand, gravel and cobbles, and are alluvial or
lakeshore deposita. .

Ovole,:y. The formation consists of Quaiernary nonmarine terrace
deposits which overlis lake deposits of the same agse.

Hydrology. Water runoff enters Long Valley Creek, which drains into
the Honey Lake basin. This iz s subbasin of ths North Lahontan
basin. Annual rainfall for this arsa is low at approximately 16
inches.

There are no streams or lakes within the project limits.

Flora. Vegetstion is typical of the northern desert shrub belt
consisting predominantly of sagebrush, bitterbrush, curl-leaf
mehogsny, rabbit brush, saltbrush and various grasses and forbs.

Fauna. Wildlife common to this area includes the Rocky Mountain
mule desr, Jackrabbit, cottontail rabbit, dove, guail and chuckar.
Coyote and bobcet are seen frequently. Rodents, reptiles ancd
non-game birds common to this terrain sre found in the vicinity
of the project area.

According to tha California Department of Fish end Game {(DFG), there
are nc rare or endaangered species ol wildlife or rlants within the
project limits. While the southern bald eagle is occasionally seen
in this ares, there ara no nesting areas near ths project.

A portion of the proposed site is a major deer wintering and crossing
area (see attached EXEIBIT C for deer browse arsa and crossing
corridor), Deer leave the Bird lills during winter migration,

follow the ridge oasterly through the project, cross State Route 395
at Post Mile 30.2 und continue along the widening ridge to the
northeast.

Historical and Archeolorical. There are no known historical or
archeological resourccs Locoated oa the site except those covered
by the Archzological Fvalnation Report prepared by .John W. Parker,
gtaff Archeological Specialist, Caltrans, Sacr-=ento, California.
The sites idonfified in the report will be protected. The report
{a on file at the office of the Stats Lands Commission.

ko

General Flan and Zoainz. This area is shown on the Lassen County
General Flan as open apae? and 13 zoned A-1 (xeneral agricultural).

The proposed uise dces now conflict with these land use classifications
The Lassen County Plsuning Deparvment has indicated that a use permit
ig not requirtd a3 the ontire projoet is within State lands. However,
they wish to be conslidered as an advisory agency in the processing

of this svulnation.

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

Small quantitles of natlve grasses wund brush will be removed by

q

N
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w
reopening existing pits and enlarging them.

t0ss of native plant cover in areas where new pits are started or
where existing pits are widened will be mitigated by stockpiling
any overburden, contour prading cepleted areas, respreading over-
burden and reseeding wiltn grassaa.

Migration routes of deer could bs disrupted by work conducted near
the ridge they uvae for travel. .

pisturbz.ace of the mizratory deer herd that uzes the areas definzd
on the attached map 23 deer corridor or Geer browsz areas (EXHIBIT
Rg"}, will be avoided by not going through or into these areas during
the period from Qctober 15 through April 15 inclusive. No excavation
or operations will be allowed within the deer corridor at any time.

DFG recommends use of Area "A" because there are no deer in this area
and effects on other wildlife will be insignificant. Areas "8" and
"e" can be used bubt the dates of restriction must be adhered to.

Noise generated by pit operations and from traffic associated with
these operations is not considerad to be significant due to both

the great distance of this noiss source from sensitive no¥se receptors
and duz to the limited amount of truck haul (about 225 track trips
per ysar). ‘

ALZERNATIVES

1, XNo project. This concept would continue conditions as they are
at present, HMaterial for road repairs would have to be supplied
by commsrcial sources or from other State-owned material pits.

Purchase aggregates from a commercial source. Price would be
sonsiderably hkigher than from State-ownad land.

Haul from other State material vits., This would require longer’
hauls resulktiag in icss ef rime aad additional ugses of a nonre-
newable petrolnwa rosource. The nearest State pit with aggregabsz
suitable Tor shoulder repair work is over 40 miles from the Doyls
area.

CONTACTS

The following perzons or ugencles were contactad or helped prepare
this study:

Lasasen County Planning Department
Ccalifornia Dap2rtment of Fiah ond Game

Pepanns involvod in uhe preparation of this study:
Robart Richardson, Fnvironmental Planner, caltrans (Writer)

Jamez Cera;icll, Shrnior Rleht of Way Ageni, Caltrans
Bud Pyshora, Aasociatoe Wildlifa Mamagor-Blologist, DFG
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LCONTACTS (Continued)

Kenneth Zanzi, Wildlife Habitat Supervisor I1, DFG
Raobert McBroome, Associate Transportation Engineer, Caltrans

John Parker, Staff Archeolosist, Caltrans
St.n Thompson, Wildlife Management Supervisor, DFG
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