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EXHIBIT:

CALENDAR ITEM NO. 29, (CONTD)

A.

The State Clearinghouse acknowledged
receipt of (be negative declaration
and has conpleted the required review.

In accordance with Chapter 1200, Statutes
at 1977, the State lLands Commission

must complete and certify a negative
declaration within 105 days following
recoipt of o completed application

and approve or deny the project within

1 vear. This application was certified
complete as of November 20, 1978.

Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THaA] IHE COMMLESION:

1. DETERMINE THAT aN EIR HAS NOT BEEN PREVARED FOR THIS
PROJECT RUT THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED
BY THE COMMISSION'S STAFF.

CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION ND #235 HAS REEN
COMPLETED TN COMPLAINCE JITH CEQA OF 1970, AS AMENDED,
AND THE STATE CUIDFLINES; AND THAT THE COMMUSSION HAS
REVIEWED AND CONSVDERED THL INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN.

DETERMINF THAT THE PROPOSED PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.
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EIR ND 235
EXHIBIT A

NEGATIVE DECLARATTION
Kaiser Steel Corporation
W-400630

This Negative Declaxation is prenared by th: Stare Lands
Commission in compliance with the Calitornin Fnvizonmental
Qualicy Act.

The Kaiser Stcel corporation proposcs iu contdich noneral
exploration program within the Eaple Mounrain aread af
Riverside County. More specifically, @& poriion o the SE 1/4
of Seotion 36, T.3S., R.14E., S.B.M. (see attuwhed Lxhibic A).
Of primary interest is the poLtential cocusreance of an ecenomic
deposit of iron ore.

The Tnitial Study uper which this Nezative Peciaration is
based, was prepared by the State Lands Cowmission’s staff
incorporating data submitted by che applic.nt.

The Initial Study was cirgulated fec review as a weans of
fulfilling the consultation requirements of Sections 15066,
15080, and 15083 of the State EIR Guidelines. No adverse
comments were received during such cousultation. A list

of those persens contacted is acttached for your information.

An archaeological assessment of thz project site was conducted
by Mr. James D. Swenson, Senior Statf{ Archaeologist for the
University of California at Riverside Ris conclusion was
that approval of the proposal will have no Jizxect or inlirect
adverse impacts on cultural resources of Lhe area A choy of
such assezzment is vn file in the Cummission's office.

Based upou such Initial Study, the projcct wiil rot have a
significant effect on rhe envirnpment.
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2.

So

MAILING LIST

MO SEUT TO THELE

Colorado River Basin Rerziun Water Quality Control Board

T3-271 Highway 111, Suite 21
Palm Decert, CA 92260
(714 )348-7h91

Department of Parks and Becreat,on
1200 K Street Mall

Saeramento, CA 95714

(916) bu5-7067

Department of Fish and Gonc
1416 Itinth Street
Sacramento, CA 9581k
{916} b45-3535

Solid Waste Management Board
1709 ~ 1lth Street
Sacramento, CA 9531k

(916) 322-k915

Department of Transporiation
1120 "N" Street

Sacramento, CA 9581k

(916) L45-9025

Mr. Steven Rios
Executive Secretary

Native Anericar Heritzge Orweo =i

1400 Tentn Street
Sacramento, Ca 9531k

Mg, Laurie Wright

Office of Flanning & ek ek
1400 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 9581k

California Division o *Urs s & oogeo

1416 Ninth Street ’
Sacramento, CA  GSUL%:

Attention: Mr. Jance Davir. 0Lt

veatopint

W 40080
Beptember 22, 1978
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AV A AL .u.uux

. PROSPECTIIG PEHMITS
W 1:0080

IRON ORE

(1) Project and Its Location

D The name of tr2 project is "Applicotinu for a P"oopectln Permit for part
'f of Section 36, Eaple lountzin, California®. The site is locnted approxi-

’ mately 12 miles ngrtn-porthuavt of Lesert Center via County Road R-2. The
site consists of 150 acres in Jectian 76, Range L% East, .ounshlp % South‘
- San Bernardino Baseline and licxr 'oina.  The oito io ou'lined on the attached
P mep.

e (2) Statement of the Obfectives Sousht by the Provosed Preject

v A permit for mineral vprospecting aund 2 preferratial lease for Kaiser Steel
: Corporation.
”

cE (3) General Descrintion of the Pro“ert

The propOQed prospecting pro~rar will consi-t o 20, 030 ft. of diamond core

. drilling in vertical holes shace! ¢ cro .. sections [0 ft. apart. The alluvial ~
R ore ia this area is largely confines to 2 doo- tur.:od canyon trending eastward X .
e . Irom the existing pit. The ore resresents i lo.oer 100 to 350 feet of canyon x

: fect o7 b ooren rrovels. Although th s

fill and is overlain by 200 to 402 {
- alluviun is confiﬂnd oy ste v, irreguvlar consen veils to the east, the canyon
stern wnl tive existing plt. This
results in a th*dnzna of the alluvizl ore zena., If ore is proven from this
drilling progran, vithin ecenonic cren pit limits, the existing pit will be
e extended zbout €CC ft. to the Eust and Jouth. PFreiious drilling has indicated
about 20 million tons of probable ere on the site.

3

o (4) (a) Descrirv‘ion of the Fnwirosrenial Settins

The lands in the orospect zrea are in a very remote and mountainous location.
The majority of the land in ttw vocipity 1o undeveloped and congists of barren
mountains and desert. It is rox cal of the Tiwer Colorado Desert with extremely
high temperatures and minimal reinfall

i
-

‘ The fleora in the area consisis of rcattered soge =wu cectus., There are no trees
EEN . or grasses. The rocky nature of .he surface rrcclaqes any significant plant
e life. The animel life conaists vriwerity of dosert lizards, some snakes and
5 occasional coyotes, at night.
g (4) (v) Water Cualitv Aspocts
i The proposed prospecting and ridning in the oo would have no effect on water
. - -~ 4
7 quality in the area. Freviouvs driliing, irn tis: spes has indicated no water table.
A Also, mining in the adjacent pit ks .ot coccuntered ground water.

(5) Assessment of Tumack

There is no impact on the eavironscat

-~
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(6)

(8)

(9

{10)

(11)

Sipgnificont Environmental Fffects Project

The 150 acres involved in this applicatior is approximately one-third covered
with waste rock from previsus mining oparations. Another one~third of the
area has been utilized for mine developuent; i.c. roads, stripping benches,
maintentnce arcas, parking arcas, etc., Perhops forty acres would be classified
as undisturiea desert land,

The area is bounded by tailing pond dikes on the Scuth, waste rock dumps on
the North, cperating open pit en Lhe Vest and open Lo the deser:t on the Zast.
The ncarest point from vhich the public mipght view the site is from one mile
avay along the K.Y.D. Colorade, Agucduct road.

Prospecting and mining in the area would have no direct or indirect impact
on the enviroament. Mining an the adjacent pit would only he expanded a

few hundred feet which weuld be insignificant compared to the existing pit.
Any Sirnificunt I Connot Be fivoided
If the Pronosal iz Ir

nleronted
None. A
Mitigation leasures Pronosed to Minimize the Significant
Enviran"nr aL Iifectg
None.
Alternatives to the Pronozed Action

If the proposed ayrlication is denied there would te no prospecting or mining
in the area and the mine~life would be reduced by two years.

eer Local Short-tern Uses of Men's Environment
and tne i inteaﬂnce and Inoancerent of

Lonc-term rroductivity

fhe flora
vhether the project is emplemented

The proposed project would cause an enlargement to an existing pit.
and fauna will continue as irn the past,
or not,

If the project is postponed for an indefinite period, te 'nology and the
economy may be substantially different, sossibly forgoin; any development in
the area. If the aining in the present pit is concluded 1 a few years and
the arca remains idle for some time, then if mining is resumed at a later
date, it might have an impact on the environment.

Any Sirnificant Irteve.zitlae Savironreovtal Chanres Uhich Vould be Involved in

the Provored aclion Shoniv it bLe imolenienced

At the present time, it is unknown if any irreversible environmental changes
will occur, other than the enlargement of the existing pit, 1f the proposcd
project is implemented.
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The Growth-inducine Impact of the Propoced Action

Since 1943 open pit iron cre mining hos been conducted in a large pit adjacent

to the project site. Appro:imately (0J million tons of material have been
removed from the pit and mining is planncd te continue for the immediate
future at the rate of 5 milliun tons annually.

. - *

Approval of the proposed pro,ect could extend the life of mire operations
two years. This vould provide cconoric support for the community of Zagle

a's
.

Mountain and the surrounding arca and continucd employrment for about 1200

people. In the event a devclopment pnase 1S justified as a result of this
exploration a separate environmental document shall be prepared.

Eners~ Concervation

it is unknown if any energy comscrvstion might be achieved by implementing
the proposed project.

Organizations and Persons Consulied

. .

This report was prepared by the Staif of the State lands Conmission using
their expertise and data submitted by this applicant.
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