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AUTHORIZATION 70 RECOVER PAST AND PROSPFCTIVE
DAMAGE 0 THE WATERFRONT PARK LIVUE

At its vegular meeting on January 25, 1979, the Commission
authorized the staff to file a wige damage claim in conjunction
with the City of Larkspur against the Golden Gate Bridge

AR Highwav and Transportation District for damage to = levee

e located on sovereign lands caused by the District's ferry

S boat waves.

The levee exists to protect a freshwater mi~sh kncwn as
waterfront Park from the waters of San Francisco Ray and
Corte Madera Creek. Waterfront Park is located on Fast

Sir Francis Drake Boulevard in the Citv of Larkspur. The
entire levee and a portion of the park are located on tide
and submerged lands owned by the State under the Commission's
jurisdiction. The Commission has leased the aves to the

Citv of Larkspur as a public park and wildlife area since
March, 1978.

From the time the Larkspur Ferry Terminal Building began ;
operating in December 1976, the Waterfront Park lcvee has .
continuously sustained erosive damnge caused bv the waves i
of the Bridge District's ferry bhoats as they navieate into
and out of the vicinity of the Terminal Building.

The claim Ffiied bv scaff counsel on behalf of the Commission
against the Bridge District for the fair market value of
repairing the existing damage and preventing prospective
damage was vejected on its merite by the Board of Directors
of the District on September 29, 1973,

Unless the levee ia strengthened, the freshwater marsh

it protects eventually will be innundated by saltwater

from San Francisco Bay. The marsh lies in an area designated
by ihe State Lands Commission as possessing signficant
environmental vulaes pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6370, 1t

is unique becausc of its very proximity to San Francisaco

Bav, and it is fohibited bv a wide variety of wildlife

and vegotation. Saltwater innundation would ~esult in irrepar-
able harm to the mareh habitat and In irreplaceable loss

to the public. Staflf ts of the opinion that the cost of
protecting thy= area by strengthening and repatlring Lhe

levee should be barn by the envnity that created the risk

of harm in the first place: the Golden Gate Bridge Hi ghwav
angd Iransportetion District.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 34. (CONTD)

EXHIBIT: A. Locatiuon Map.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMLSSION AUTHORIZE STAFF COUNSEL
AND/OR THE OFF1CE OF THE ATTORNEY ENRRAL TO TAKE WHATEVER
STEPS NECESSARY, (NCLUDING LIVIGATION, TC RECOVER rOR PAST
AND PROSPECTIVE DAMAGE TO THE WATERFRONI PARK LEVEE DUL

TO WAVE EROSION CAUSED BY FERRY ROATS OF THn GOLDEN GATE
BRIDGE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DISTRiCT.
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