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CERTIFICATION OF NEGATIVE DECLARATION

APPLICANT: State Lands Commission

At the May 1980 Commission meeting, the Commission endorsed
a Timber Management program for State school lands an¢
authorized the Executive Officer to solicit bids for tne
sale of timber.

The negative declaration proposed for certification is

for a 200-acre parcel and was prepared in conjunction with
a Timber Harvest Plan omn 17 acres of State schocl land

in Sectiom 16, T43N, R7W, MDM, about 12 air miles south

of Yreka in Siskiyou County, totaling approximately 255,400
board feet of mature, overmature, and younger merchant-
able trees which are suppressed or infested with insecks,
disease, or dwarf mistletoe.

Subsequent Lo the certification of the negative declaration,
a Timber Harvest Plan will be submitted to the Department
of Forestry for approval. The sale will be advertised,
sealed bids received, and submitted to the Commission for

award of a Timber Sale Contract in the spring of 1983.

AB 884: N/A.

OTHER PERTINWENT INFORMATION:
1. A Negative Declaration was prepared

by the Commission, pursuant to CEQA
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 2 8 (CONTD)

and the state EIR Guidelines. The
Commission's staff has found that the

roject will mnot have a significant
effect on the environment.

EXHIBITS: A. Negative Declaration.

B. Site Map.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1.

DETERMINE THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED
FOR THIS PROJECT BY THE COMMISSION AFTER CONSULTATION
WiTH RESPONSIBLE AND TRUSTEE AGENCIES.

0. 312 HAS BEEN
ATE EIR GUIDELINES
ONS, AND
THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWE ONSIDERED THE
INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN TOGETHER WITH COMMENTS
RECEIVED DURING THE REVIEW PROCESS.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT UPON THE ENVIRONMENT .




. . EXHIBIT "AY
STATE OFCALIFOANIA i

STATE LANDS COMMISSION ' _ EXECUTIVE oFFice
1807 « 12th Stroat

Srceamanto, Calitorma 95814

ro- e o

PROPOSED NECATIVE DECLARATION EIR ND 312

‘File Ref,:RW 22624

SCHF:

.

Projéct Title: Cedar Gulch Timber Sale.

Project Location: 8% of NWk, % of SW4, and NWY of SEl of Section 16, T.43 N.,
R,7 W., M.DM., approxiwacely 12 miles southérly of Yrexa,
Siskiydu County, California.

Project Description: Harvest and sale of 255.4 thousand board feet of mature, .over-
mature, and -diseased Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine timber from
approximately 17 acrés of State-owned land.

This NEGATIVE DECLARATION is prepared pursuvant to the requirements of the Califernia
Environmental Quality Act (Section 21000 at seq. of the Rublic Resources Code), zhe Stzore
CEQA Guidelines (Section 15000 et seq., Title 14, of the California Administrarive Cade)},
and the State Lands Commission regulations (Section 2901 et seq., Title 2; of the
California Administrative Code),

Based upon the attached Initigzl Study, it has been found that:

"[3)" the project will not have a signifitant effect on the environment.

.

[:7' the attached m{tigation measures will avoild potentially significant effects.

Contact Person: Ted T. Fukushima
1807-13th Street
Sacramento, LA 95814

(916)322-7813
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INITIAL STUDY
FOR
CALIFORNIA STATE LANDS COMMISSION

CEDAR GULCH TIMBER SALE ON STATE-OWNED LANDS IN THE
S% of the NWY, and the N of the SW4, and the NWk
OF THE SEY% OF SECTION 16,

T43N, R7W, MDBLM

SISKIYOU COUNTY

PREPARED UNDER WORK ORDER RW' 22644

BY THE
"SCHOOL LANDS MANAGEMENT UNIT
LAND MANAGE&ENT SECTION
OF THE
DIVISION OF LAND MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION

STATE LANDS COMMISSION

.
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PRCJECT DFSCRIDPTION

Jds Cemmisaibn proposes to harvest 255.4
thousand board fect of ponder®sa pine and Douglas-fir timber
from approximately 17 acres. The timber sale is located on
a parcel of State-owned land in Siskiyou County. Standing
timber will be sold to the highest qualified bidder througa
a sealed bid procedure. Harvesting activities will take
place over a three-week peri1od sometime between August 1,

1982 and October 15, 128U,

The State Lan

The subject area is located in the &' of NWY of Section
16, Township 43 North, Range 7 West, Mount Diablo Base and
Meridian. Access to the sité is over 1.2 miles of privately-
owned, unsurfaced road and then connecting with a network of

gravel or paved county roads.

The timber harvest will involve removing 255.4 thousand
board feet (net Scribner) of meture, overmature, and diseasead
Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine timber. Al merchantable timbder
within the project area will be harvested and the site will de
prepared for planting conifer seedlings and the establishmen

of a young, fast-growing stand.

Operations will include minor improvements to upgrade an
existing unsurfaced road (1.2 miles) and harvesting timber
which will involve use of crawler tractors for construction
of landings and skid trails and yarding of logs from the
stump to the landing. Additional equipment used in the harvest-
ing operation will include & rubber tired log loader at the
landing and a gracder and water truck for road maintenance.
Tractors will be ustd during harvest operations to pile slash
and unmerchantable timber for disposal by burning anéd to pre-
pare the site for planting the following spring. All opera-
ticns will be conducted under an approved Timber Harvest Plan
and will compiy with the California Forest Practices act and
the Northern District Forest Practice Rules and Regulations.

Actual harvesting operations will be contracted to the
timber purchaser or their Licensed Timber Operator.

This project is being coordinated with the conversion of
brush ard noncommercial conifer stands to commercial conifers
on an adjoining 40 acres of State-owned land,

ENVIROUVHMENTAL SETTING

Location

The project is located on a 200 acre State-owned parcel
in Siskiyou County descrifed as the S'jy of the NWY, and the
N of the SW,, and the Nw!; of the SEY of Section 16, Township
43 North, Range 7 West, MLB&M. Harvesting operations will be
limited to 17 scres within the S's of the NWY. Figures 1 and
2 are maps showing the project location. The-area is located
approximately 11 miles south of Yreka.

—
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Climate

The climate of the subject parcel is ¢ontinental and
subhumid with wurm ery sumaces and cold moist winters,
Temperaturcs range frem a high of 1059 F in summer to a low
of 189 F in winter. Precipitation ranges from 20 to 30
inches per year with the average approximately 25 inches.
Snow commnonly occurs to a depth of 18 to 24 inches, arriving
generally 1n December and melting by March.

Tapography

The elevaticn of the subject area ranges from 4160 to
4400 feet. Aspect of the project site is generally north.
Slopes range from 0-50 bercent and average 40 percent.

Geoleqy and Snailg

5011l composition on the site is complex, consisting of
three soil series. The Marpa-Kinkel-Boomer complex includes
60 percent Marpa gravelly loam, 25 percent Kinkel very
gravelly loam, and 15 percent Boomer gravelly lcam.
S0ils are 20 to 40 inches deep and formed in material weathered
from shale. Kinksl and Boomer soils are over 40 inches desp ang
formed in material weathered from metasedimentary and metavolcanic
rocks. This soil complex is well drained, has 2 to 10 inches
avatlable water capacity, and the erosion hazard rating is high.
Timber ¢ ¥ tased on messured trees, ang
using Dunning's 1942 site curves for mixed conifers of the
Sierra Nevada, was determined to be Site Class IIT (130).

Vegetation

Two commercial timber species exist on-the Site, ponderosa
pine and Douglas-fir. Other plants observed on and adjacent to
the project area include;

greenleaf manzanita (Arctostaphvlos vatula)
birchleaf mahegony (Cercocarnus betulnides)
o0so berry {(Osmoroniaz cerasifornsg)
California Yérba Santa (Eriodictvon californica)
service-berry (Amelanch r florida)

Oregon white oak (Quercus californica)

Gray horsecbrush {(Tetsaavamig canascens)
Frezont silktassel {Gareva fremontii)
‘buck-brush (Coanothus guneatus)

bitter cherry (frunus Qu2arginatca)

western juniper (Juniporis occidentalis)
Piper mahonia (Mahonia Dipneriana)

Knobcone pine (Pxnus<acCQnuata)

. Based on ohservation, ang on information from the "Natural
Divorsity Data ase", no rare or endangered plant species are
located on or adjacent to the Broject area.
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Wildlife

mammals and reptiles utilize the site on a

Dee~, small - -
0 nt or scazonal bkasis along with geveral bird species.

permane bl
Information obtained from the State Department of Fish and
or endangered animal

Game indicates that there are no rare - ec
species on or adjacent to the project area. Additiorally,

no significankt migratory activity is known to occur through
the project site.

Air Resources

This site is located within the Northeast Plateau Air
Basin. There are no point sources of emissions within the

project area.

wa

mhere are no streams or springs locatud within the pro-
ject area. An intermittént stream parallels the access road
to the parcel. This stream flows only during wetter periods

of the year.

Archeological, Cultural and Historic Resources

The California Archeological Site Survey was reguested
in 1980 to perform a record search and determine archeological
sensitivity of the parcel. Information indicated that sensi-
tivity was low, and the Survey Oifice recomuenaed clearancs
for proceeding with management activities cn the parcel.

.

Recreation ¢

Tie parcel and project area are surrounded by private
landholdings dedicated to agriculture and timber productiocn.
Because of this, recreation is limited to light use in cdeer
hunting season.

Reqgional Description

This site is within a region heavily depehdedt on timbér .
harvesting and processing. Intensive management practices on
timber lands are conducted both locally and throughout the
county Ly private lancdowners and State and federal agencles.

The parcel is surrounded by private landholdings which
are zaoned eitker "agriculturai” or "timber preserve”.
Throughout this portion of Siskiyou County, £lat valleys are
dedicated to agricultural use with range, brushland gnd timber
production on surrounding hills.. '




ENVIRONMENTAL EFFENTS

Air Quality

porary and localized degradation of air quality
to dust and emiss:ions associated with timber
the elimination

Some tem

will occur due
harvestiny and transportation. Additionally,

of slash and residual vegetation by burning to prepare the
site for planting will reduce air quality in the short term.

Water Qualicy

Harvesting activities--skid trail and landing construction
and yarding--may disturb and expose significant areas of soil
which could result in accelerated erosion and sediment loading
in the intormitsont stream nearcy. ite preparation activitieg
will also disturb large areas of soil and the burnity of slash
will increase nutrient concentrations within burned areas. This
will allow for temporarily higher nutrient levels in runofi water.

This effect will be short-term and minimal on a project of this
small scale.

Additionally, the removal of vegetation by the harvesting
and site preparation activities will affect water yield in the
drainage included ia the project area. Removal of vegetation
reduces loss of water through interception and transpiration.
Evaporation loss from the soil wiJl increase. The operation
of harvesting machinzoy will cause seme surface compacticn and
result in decreased infiltration and moisture-holding capacity
of the soil on affected areas. These processes will most
likely result in a net increase in waterflow from the project
area. This will increase the flow of the intermitternt stream

adjacent to the project site.

Soil

The primary impact on the soil will be ‘equipment-caused
compaction on skid trails, lanilings, and wherever harvesting
or site-preparation equipment {perate. This could result in
decreased plant growing capacity, idcreased runoff and decreased
infiltration and percclation.

Additionally, scme soil may be lost through the incerporation
of ¢rganic matter. Nutrient levels of the soil may ifncrease
throigh increased wind and water erosior. Slash burning will also
reledsc nutrients' to the soil that are normally tied up in the
vegetation.,

Veqgetation

Vegetation on the site will change in diversity andg quantity.
The existing stand of low-vigor, suppressed ponderosa and
Douglas-fir will be removed and replaced by a larger number of
conifer seedlings. As part of the site preparation operation,
most of the understory shrubs and grasses will be remaved.
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wildlife

will havé mipimall impact on wildlifie

lacing Limited logal populations of

ds and reptilles.

+ Tha proposcd projezt
3 Z&; ' resourcus, primacily disp
‘ﬁ small mammals, rodents, bir
‘ﬂi‘ Archeoleriical, Historical and Cul;ural;Rcs9urces
ﬁlf The California archelogical Site Survey indicates the site
T is of low sensitivity. Timber narvesting and associated activ- ’
ities may 1nadvertently distuch an und&ﬁcowc;ed archeological *
site. If a site is discovered, operat&wns‘wlll be §topped and ,
a qualified archeclogist consulted to plloteact the site and

prescribe 4igsazy.

miLtigation measures where nec S

Noise
13 {3 .\ ‘;‘l
There will be a short term, localized lincrease 1n noise v
l1evels during harvesting Operatioﬂs on the gite.

Fire Harard
There will be a short-term increase i fire hazard during
the harvest and site-preparation operationg.

Overall Project ) . ) i .

' The use of fuel and Jubricants is minimal but irretrievable. '\
A\

Iv. TT7GAT-ON MEASURES

— it

. Air Quality _ .

slash will be done in accordance with local
s to minimize the Impact.

Burning of
air pollution regulations and guideline

Dust abatement measures—-~watering of roads and landings--
will be a provasion of the harvesting contract to protect air
quality and reduce excess loss of road surface material.

Fires Hazard

rasulting from harvest operations
d by adhering to all State and
ing the Worthern District

The increased fire hazard
on the project will be mitigate
local fire rcgulations and satisfy
Forest Practice Rules fire prevention requirements.

water Quality and Eroizion

and water quality

) protected by 1)  limiting equiprnient operations to the dry }
season and 2) installing erosion control structures vhich

meet or exccad the réquirements of the Northern District FTorest ,
skid-trail and landing lacatiovs \

Soil damage and erosion will be reduced

@ Practice Rules. Additionally,
will be locatwd on the ground prior to the start of operations
to assure the placdément which will best provide protect¥on from

erosion. L
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Vleqetation

The manejesent plan for this site preséribes replacing the
pxisting ovecsature, low-vigor sturdi with a Faster growing crop
©f young conifers. #Erer removal of the existing stand, ‘the
isite will be plcmtcd with seedltngs the following s spring, This
new stand will consuist of primarily pendergsa pine at a dunsity
D€ 450 tiees por acre. Growth of thé naw stand will be ménitored
to assurc establishmient of a numker of trees that will edceed
Fforest Practice Act requirémencs for 3 skocking and will fully
itilize the site's growthk potentiyl.

{ neral
All operations are to be planpngd and conducted in accordance
with the California Forest Practices Act, the Northern District
Forest Practice Rules and all other applicable State and local
\‘;zegulations.

, —
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Contacts and Reforonccs

1, cabifornia boparhament of Fish &
Region I
pP. 0. 8ox 1480
Redding, CA 96099
Starley J- Thompsan
Wildiife Mandgament Supervisor

Siskiyou County soil Report
Soll Conservation Service, USDA

California Archeological Site Survey
Regional gffiece

Department of Anthropology
california State University, Chico

-~

chico, Ca 7552%

Management Plan

Cedar Gulch Farcel
califnrnia State Lands Commission, November, 1981
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