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ZXEe PTION FROs CEO
FCE PEFPLACENFNT OF ISLAML ESTHER,

Chevron USA, Inc.
5375 rarket Street
San Francisco, Ca!ifornia 94120

AYCA, TYPZ 1 AVD AND LOCATION:
Srate Gl and Cas Loase PO 2083,
on Januarv 30, 1964 for a Trimary
of 26 veais and so ilone “hereaf:er
and 2as are nroduced in paving guanticies
or rhe Lessee is conducting lease or well
werl, contains approximatels 2 260 acres
of tide and submerzed lands tving in the
County of Oranse. $tate Lease Pré 3095
is currentlv held bv Chevron USA, TInc.

PACUCRCUND INFOPHATION
"Esther", s rock-filled artificial isliand,
was completed Julv 1965 wizh spaces Ffor
128 wells. By the rime of rhe meracorium
on drillipg in tide and submerzea lands
in January 196%, 72 well: nad heen drilled
on "Esrher" and producine 7,000 barrels
of 0il ver day.
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xnak ITE-gve. 18 (contm)

nasvmption of dJrillin~ oreracisns from
existine rfacilities on 1 and Gas Lease
P, 2005.1 was authorized hv the Commissicn
on Jaruarv 14, 1975. Under the terms of

the lease, Chevron is recuired to maintain
a continuing drilling program until the
underlying cil and gas reservoirs are fully
developed. That prosram vecuires that 2ach
well driiled or redrilled must be commenced
within 120 days after the cessation of
drilling operations on tte preceding well.
As of January 1, 1983, 90 wells had been
drilled from Island "Lsther", but productirn
had declined Lo approvimate.v 1,900 barrels
of ocil per day.

Island "Esther" was shut in for repairs,
principally to the electrical and control
systems, as a result of extensive storm
damage on January 27, 1883. "Esther' was
expected to be put back on production in

the earlv part of .arch, 1233. Foewever,

on the first and second of l‘arch, the island
was subject to a second and more severe
storm. On the afternoon of March 1, 1983,

in anticipation of the storm, all equipment
on the island was secured and all personnel
were evacuated. The wells were still shut

in as a result of the Jamiary storm. During
the night of Narch 1-2, anproximately 75
percent of the driliing island was destroved.
Duringz the dav of ltarch 2, the last auxiliary
struccures were cestroved and swept off

the island bty wave action. As a result

of that storm, as well as earlier storrs
durine che 19§2-83 wirter, the area in

which Island Esther is located was declared
a state and a fecderal disaster area.

As soon as the storm abaied erouzh for
emergency crews to bezin work, remedial
actioas were pur in effect. ALl wells,

many of whose well-heads had been damazed,
have becen loaded with either wesighted salt
water or cement in order o sacure them

fron the nossibilicy of lea<ase. All visibie
maior ecuipment cebris wes removed from

-he jsland and surrouncin~ water. This

work was compierec Aerii 1 1¢¢Z. Mivers

nave locacted and salvaged sivnificant hazardous

debris around the island.
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CrLIERAR_TTEN Y. 13 (contr)

puRTTVENT INFOR

a2
.

rn Aprii 28, 1933, the Cormission acknowledzed
rhe existence of a '"force ra jeure'. Since
shar time, Chevron has ccmnenced che removal
of rhe rock istland remnains and c:her debris
down £o a dgecth of 20 cpet helow "LLY.

The work is beina conductea from a remporary
platform located on the east side of the
island. Completion of the work is ex, < cced
py the end of Yarch, 19%4.

ATION:

A preliminary devclopment and procuction
plan was submitted to Commission stafk

on January 31 for rechnical review and
approvel. Chevron proposes a s45 million
project to restoré rhe facilify, not as
an istand, bub rather as a corventioual
cwo-deck drilling and production ntacform.
Current pians provide for resumption of
production in mic-1986. Cnevron estinates
chat approximatelv 5¢ percent of rhe wells
can be returnec tO production.

Tsther was an existiny? iglan¢ which bad
prior Conaission approval for locacion

and desienm, and considerable drilling had
cccurred prior iC the island's destruction.
The replacement of Island Lsther with a

platform is exempt from cFnA for the following

reasons:

1. The replacement of Island Esther &s
statutorily exempt from CEOA pursuant to
PRC 21080(E) (3), Lased on the Governor's
scate of emersency proclamation.

2. The categorical evemption provided
by 14 Cal. Adm. Code 153u2 for repair and
replactment of existing facilities.

STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCES:

AR 584

TYBRIRITS:

1. PRC Section 210&0(0)L3).
2. Cz. Adm. Code 15102.

Location an.
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caLpapAr TTEMTN0. 18 (contn)

IT I8 RECOWILI'DED THAT T COMMISSION:

T 1. SFIND TWE PEPLACEIEUT OF ISLAND ESTHER TO 2E FXFMPT
FooMt CENA PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOVING STATUTES AMD
REGLLATIONS:

pRC 2108G(b) (3}, BASED OV TKE GOVERYOR'S STATE

A
. OF FVFRGELNCY PROCLAMATION.
' 5. 14 CAL. ADM. CODE 15302 SECAUSE AN EXISTING FACILITY
‘ﬁ' IS BEING REPLACEDR WITH XO STGHIFICANT CHALGE 1IN

FUIICTION OR PURPOSE.

rELTGATF TN COMMISSION STAFF THE APPROVAL OF T
OF THE KFPLACEMENT STEUCTURE FNR ISLAND LSTFER
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STATE OIL 8 GAS LEA3E PRC 3093.1

Belmont Offshore Field

Orange County
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