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APPROVAL OF REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND LEGISLATURZ
DURSUANT TO SECTION 30404 oF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE
CONCERNING COASTAL COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS
REGARDING PROGRAMS OF THE STATE LANDS COMMISSION

During consideration of Calendar Item 2, attached, Acting
Chairman Nancy ordway and Commission-Alternake Lizabeth
Rasmussen recommended some constructive changes to the

Report.

Upon conclusion of discussion, Calendar Item 2 was approved,
as amended, by & vot 2 of 2-0, to read as follows:

THE COMMISSION:

APPROVED THE REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE,
WITH SUGGESTED CHA.GES, PURSUANT TO SECTION 30404 OF THE
PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE AND AUTHORIZED ITS TRANSMITTAL TO THE
GOVERNOR ANWD THE LEGISLATURE.
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APPROVAL OF REPORT
: TOo Tt GOVLRNOR AND LEGISLATURE
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30404 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES C7DE
CONCERNING CONSTAL CCHMISSION RECOMMENDATLIONS
REGARDING PROGRANMS OF THE STATE LANDS COI4ALSSIOIN

BACKGROUND:

o

On December 23, 1982 the State Lands Commission authoriz: i
of fereing for lease 40,000 acres (in 8 Lracts) of tide ¢ °
submerged lands for devclopment of 0il and gas resources
between PL. Conception and Pt. arquello in santa Barbare
County. It is, and has been, the posilion of the Commiss<an
that & permit is not reguired from the Coastal Commission ior
the leasing progran. Nevertheless, the state Lands Commission
submi.ted the program to the Coastal Commission for its ravieul.
on jits swn initiative, the Coastal Commnission held a hearing on
the program in Aprail 1983 and considered it at 1its

May 25, meeting in Santa Barbara. The lease programn was
disapproved unanimously by the Coastal Commission. Mo
recommendations were received by the State Lands Cowmission
which would suggest ways the program could be wade consisiant
with the Coastal Act &s perceived by the Coastal Commission.

Nevertheless, of forts were made during July and August 1982 to
resoluc apparent problems with the leasing program. After these
meetings botween representatives of the State Lands and Coastal
Commissions, the matter was again heard by the Coastal
Commission on Auqust 23. Several concessions had been agrend o
by the State Lards Commission on august 12 and with a feow :nall
additional changes the Coastal Commission approved the Joass
pragram at that meeting. X

Beezuce of late mailing of the Coastal Commission staff report,
a suit was brouaht by concerned groups to selt aside the

fugust 23 approval so that wore time could be taken to revt W
that starf ruport. Ultimalely, the Santa garbara Superior ~uurt
ordered Lhe Coastal Commission ko set aside ils approval -
again hear the Stale tanas Comai sion lease program. This third
hearing was he!d on October 26, 1983 and resulted in
disapproval of lae proyram for a socond time, cuen though it
was the idealical pProgrdi approved in pugust. fgain, no
recommnendations have bren received by the State Lands
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Commission for making the leasing program acceptable to tae
Coastul Coummission.

At each Coastal Commission hearing on the leasc program, iic
staft recommended approval.

CURRENT SITUATION:

The leasing program is at a standstill. Not only is the

proposed sale at Pt, Conception affected, but also conti- . -ion
of the leasing program north of Pt., Arguello to Pt. Sal & 211
as re-leasing of four quitclaim parcel: in the Santa Bart \
Channel. Judye MciMahon of the Santa Barpara Superior Cous: - ag
enjoined the State Lands Commission from opening bids on :
Pt. Conception sale offering until the Coastal Commissic . .5
issued a permit. The Coastal Commission has neither appr . < a
permil nor suggested what could be done to the program ' . 112

State Lands Commission to obtain such approval.

The Coastal Act contains a section (Public Resources Coae
Section 30304) which irandates the Coactal Commission to '3
the programs of a nurber of State agencies including the oua
Lands Cominission. Pursuant to this section the Coastal
Commission is to make to the agencies recommendations desis:ad
to encourage them to carr: out their programs consistent ...un
the Coastul Act. At least in the case of the State Lands
Commission, this has not been done. If a .tate agency does -at
agrec with the Ccastal Commi~cinn's recommendations, it rust:
report to the Legislature and th» Guvernor the reasons fopr =ie
wisagrecment within six months after receipt.

W
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In an effort to bring the oil and gas leasing program to -
level of policy review, staff of the State Lands Commissic: .as

prepared a report to the Legislature and the Governor as 4. :he
Coastal Commission had complied with the term of Section . “-a.
It documents the history of the leasing program and attew--- to
set forth those suggeslions for consistency which have b
discerned from Coastal Cumnissioners comments during the - Q
hearings. The report responds Lo each one with reascns - .k
accepting them. It also recommends the Legislature estab” v a

policy that oil and gas development of the State tide anc
submerged lands, wilh the Special Oporating fee tirements
adopted by the Utate Lands Commission, 1s consistent with . .-
Coastal fct.
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IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION APPROVE THE REPORT TO THE
GOVERNOR AND THE LLCISLATURE PURSUANT TO SECTION 30404 OF THE
PUJLIC SESOURCES CODE AND AUTHORIZE ITS TRANSMITTAL TO THE
TOVERNOR AND THE LEGISLATURE.
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