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Sy APPROVAL. OF A BORROW PERMIT,
N SAN ‘BERNARDIND COUNTY
"
. ‘ oo 5 ‘ .
' . - APPLICANT United States Department of the Interior
Srbnei t . Bureau of Regclamation

PROPOSED: AUTHORI
" CONSIDERATION:
«TYPE -OF LAND- AND

%¥ pROPOSED' PROJECT

‘Agent:

Lower .Colorado Regional Offica
P.O. ‘Box 427 )
Boulaepr City, Nevada 89005
‘Robert C. Wilborn
chief, :Land Branch

P reau of Retlamation
PO, Box 427

Boulder iCity, Nevada 89005
ZATION:
Approval of & Borrow Permit for fi,¢ years to.
guarry dgranitic rock on approximat iy 90 acres
of land located in San Bernardino County.

5, processing fee of $250, .and
a royalty of twelve cents ($0.12) per short ton
(3000 1bs.) aof rock quarried on the subject
parcel. '

Filing fee of $25,

LOCATION: , :
state school land — S 172 of N 1/2 of NE 1/4

and N 1/20f S 142 of NE 1/4 and W 1/2 of N /2
of § 1/2 of S 1/2 of NE 1/4, Séc 16, TLIN,

R21E, SBM, San Béernardino County, 15 miles
northwest of Needles. ,

Thé applicant will quarry approximately: 500,000
tohs of rock the First permit year for
placement as +iprap to svabilize the banks and
armor the levees on thé v ilorado River. After

cauenpanbace 1997 1
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the first permit year, approximately 50,000
tons of ppck will be quarried per year to
replenish . ex1st1ng riprap stock01les R1prap
will be quarried by drilling blast holes in a
regular pattern, filling the hules with a
preaeter nined amount of’exp»os1ue, and
detonating the -explosive. ine broken rock will
be loaded and L.‘“enorted to. a
grizzley/screening plage . *ke cuarry work
area for classificatidif to 18+, ‘nch diamekrer.
Thé classified rock wikl -be hat.-d by
approxlmate‘" ien, 20cton.truc to the
Colorado River levee 81tes, X to twelve miles
by gravel surfaced roads f.om the quarry siten,
One Bureau of Reclamatno, inspector will bé
required at the work .. <. The dnspector will
a2nsure that contractaV‘s operatlons are
performed in e safe manner and- in accordance

publicatlon entiiied "CQnstrucélon SaP ty
Standards ", ,‘ wq}
’ you . gy
The prnmary term ‘of, the, Borrow Perm1+ 38 Fauevl
vears. and: it may be . renewed for a max1m m oF
two addlt:onal Flue~year terms" e,x
0 o v ? '
ROYALTY: “RoyaltJ payable under the pe“m1% wlll be tweﬂue
cents, per short ‘ton (2,000 1bs:,) ofF rock Loy e
-quirried on the above described lands

PREREQUISITE ITEMS' . . oy ‘

1, Required statutory filing fee and
processing fee haue ‘been submltted ty the,h
'applchnt \ ; R
The- SUbJeCt perm*t has been r901ewed anm e
approved by ‘Commission staff counsel and:

the: 0FF1ce of :the. Attonney General O
. ‘ g

AB 884 J 01721785,

o ! }
.OTHEF PERNINENT INFORMATION:

i i 1. A Fihding ‘of ‘No- Significant Impact (FONSI».
(State clearinghouse N9, ‘SCH81081420): was;y
preparead and :adopted for ‘this oroject by - =
the United States Department of the
Interior, Bureau of Reclamaticn, Lower
Coloradce Region. The document was
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circulated for public review as broadly as
state ard local law reéquire and notice: was
given mneting the standards in 14 Cal. Adm.
Code 15072(a). Therefoie, pursuant to 14
cal Adf. Code 15225, the staff recommends
the use of the federal FONSI i\ place of a
‘Negative Declaration: C o

2. The applicant shsll obtain all neiedsary
and‘applfsablnfpérW;ms and cbey all laws
and regulations applicable to the gotduct
of -operations -under this pérmit

Land Description, * )
Tite Map. - '
Quarry: Site Map.

FONSI, NOw:

SowD

roar IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMLSSION:

FIND THAT THE FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT PREPARED AND
ADOPTED FOR THIS PROJECT BY THE UNITED' STATES DEPARTMENT OF
THE INTERIOR, BUREAU' OF RECLAMATION, WLOWER COLORADQ ‘REGION .
MEETS. THE 'REQUIREMENTS OF THE' CEQR THEREFORE PURSUANT TO' 14
CAL. ADM. CODE 15225 ADOPT SUCH: FEDERAL DOCUMENT FOR USE IN
IN PLACE OF 4 NEGATIVE DECLARATION. THE PROJECT SHALL
INCLUDE THIS PERMIT AND ANY KENEWAL THE' COMMISSION Msy o
APPROVE ‘FOR' THE ‘SAME PROJECT DESCRIBED IN. THE PERMIT.
DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS APPROVED, WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON TRE ENVIRONMENT. o

AUTHORTZE THE ISSUANCE OF THE BORROW.'PERMIT TO THE UNITED.
STATES DEPARTMENT ‘OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU:OF RECLAMATION,

IR

LOWER COLORADO REGIONAL CFFICE FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS TO
’QUQWRY’ﬁ?PRQXiMﬁTELY'SQOUOOO‘TONSMOF'ROCK THE FIRST PERMIT

YEAR, 50,000 TQNS~9NNUQ@LYJﬁﬂTER‘WHE"FIRSTﬁPERMIT YEAR, FOR
PLACGEMENT -AS ‘RIPRAP TO' STABILIZE THE BANKS' AND ARMOR THE

LEVEES: ON. ThE .COLORADO IRIVER, AT A ROYALTY OF TWELVE CENTS

PER 'SHORT TON (2,000 lhs.) OF QUARRIED ROCK ON THE S 1/2 CF - .

N 1/2 of NE 1/4 AND N 1/2 of S 172 OF ‘NE 1/4 AND W 1/2 ‘OF
1/2 OF S 1/2 OF S 1/2 OF NE 1/4, SEC A6, TLIN, RUIE, SBM, ..
AP BERNARDINO COUNTY. EFFECTIVE DATE :OF THE PERMIT WILL BE

OCTOBER 1, 1984 THROUGH 'SEPTEMBER .30, 1989 AND IT MAY BE
RENEWED 'FOR & MAXIMUM OF TWO.:ADDITIONAL FIVE-YEAR TERMS.
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“EXHIBIT “p |
LAND-DESCRIPTION W 40186,

# rdrcel of California State school Tands in Sdn Bernardiro County, California,..
Vascribed as follows: K

¢
L

St Of ‘Nis of ‘NEls, N of Sk
NEY ’

f Nik, and Ws of Ms 6f S.0f Sk of -
% of Section 16, T jaN ‘ o

9
R 2V E, SBM.

t

END OF DESGRIPTION

PREPARED AUGUST 14, 1984, BY BOUNDARY AND. TITLE UNIT.
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EXHIBIT "¢ "
STATE LANDS COMMISSION
W-40186
"APPLICATION FOR BORROW PERMIT
#"j1'USDOI, BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
. 'SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY
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EXHIBIT D
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMEhT OF THE INTERIOR s
‘BUREAU OF ‘RECLAHAVION - ‘
LONER»COLORADO Rsszoﬂ. BOULDER CITY, -NSVADA
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FINDING 'OF .NO' SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Undur authority of the .Colceadr Xiver Front ‘Work and ‘Levee System ‘Act,
the -Buredy; of Reclamation maintains the channe', 'Bsnk’ (nes, Tevees ‘and
control ‘svructures along the Colorado River.. Tﬂis.ﬁpfhteﬁaﬁté~ﬁfdgfgm .
known as. the Célorado River Front Work and -Levee System (CRFNLS) is for
increased bank stebilization to prevent further erosion and to pratéct
1ife and property in anticipation of high volume water releases fron'
Hoover Dam and flood runoff from tribi (avy drainages.

The Front Work and Levee System has been onguing since at least 1925
An Ervironmentz] Assessment on the maintenance-work for the next five

years has bcen prepared aud a ¢opy is encivasd.

Based on the Environmental Assessment, we recommend a Finding of ‘No
Signivicant Impact {FONSI), for the following reasons:

1. Approximately 760 acres of desert scrub vegetation will be
disturbed by-the maintenance work along the Lower Colorado River. This
amount of vegetation is smail when comparéd to the total of 19 -nillion
acres (30,000 :quar: miles) of Lower Colorado Desert Scrub Association
found along the Lower Colorado River {estimated from Brown and Lowes
((1980) map of "Biotic Communities of the So.thwest.®) After the work is
completed, thz project area will be allowed to revegetate.

2; There will be scars to the natural landscape due to the
removal of rock at the quarry site; Fiowever, 13 out of 19 quarries are
not visible from any populacion centers. Although some of the quarry
sites are within areas ratedVisual Resource Manzgement Class 11 becavse
they are within wilderness study areas, some of these sites woulc
otherwise be rated Class I11 because they have previously been
disturbed. After quarrying operations are done, the sites will be
allowed to return to their natural condition.

3. Both Class I (Viturature searchgs) and Class 111
(on-the-ground) surveys were performed in the project area. Only four
quarry sites have archaeological features in their vicinity; however,
none of these features are eligible for ‘inclusion on thé Katural ‘
‘Register of Historic Places. Therefore, no significint archaeologicall
or historical resources waild be affected by the proposed activitier ..

4. -No Federally-listed endangered or threatened species will be
significaitly impacted by this project. Although some of the quarr
sites have habitat for bighorn shkeep, raptors, and desert tortoises, .the
Buredu of Reclamation consulted with the Fish and Kildlife Service, vhe
California Department of Fish and Game, the Arizona Game and Figh.
Department, and the Bureau of Land Management §n order t¢ find ways of
reducing impacts to these species.. Hitigation such as devéloping water
sources, closing of access roads, and 1imiting ‘quarrying operations
during certdin times of the year to>avoid the migration and breeding
season were agreed to in order to lessen impacts to these state speciai

status species.
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5. The proposed .action:would have Yittle impact on land.use. It - .
{s expected. that constructing nien roads will result in some jncrease of

publqc use; however; some roads will be blocked off whei they are

abandoneg’ and. tneoe 1mpacts»w111\thgreforegbe qns# qifigant: The
»~proaect 5uy impair the, ﬁu;tab1]1tyaoﬁ,~he area(fo?‘“reSEVVat\on as -

w11degness “of those’sitos desig\azmd &S wilderness study wreas.. .

. :However ;Some- .of these s1te dy beer disturped and ‘may foy -éver

become ww!dernessAarea impacts &u Jand use are

exnzcted. : . , o : b

For he.-above reasons;f@ﬁis‘Fiﬂéiﬁg‘qf No Sigaificant Impact has been
prapirads | ' . Ce - - . B
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URJTED STATES DERARTMENT OF J)TERIOR .
BUREAU. OF RECLAMATION
7 'LOWER COLORADO REGION, BOULDER'CITY;'. " -

A

7 ENVIRONMENTAL ‘ASSESSHENT

COLORADO RIVER FRCAT WORK.AND LEVEE SYSTEM:

.
(.




Neither of the sipesiare visible from a major rexd: or population
center,

i(f) ‘Land Use and Ownership

Both sites are on private ]anq.
Little evidence of public use was observed. These sites are within
cocp Class L.

. Public use of the area may fincrease
‘following construction ot the road into site No. 3 and improvement
ot the road into site No. 2.

_Very little impact on land usé would:
cccur as @ result of .the projoct.”

(18) Manchestar (WiNWi, sec. 15 and NEZ,
sec. 16, T. 11 N., R. 21 £ California)

(a) Terrestrial Rasource

This site: is an .approximately 250
foot high, rocky ridge which parallels a large wash for
approximately 3,000 feet, Approximately 3,235,000 tons of rock
would be reioved from this site disturbing about &6 acres. The
work area. for the quarr, would be located in the wash bottonm., A
J-mile. long haul road woild be located on .the relativaly flat
terrain above the wash for reasons of safety,. and would conner - the
sfte to Highway 76. ‘

(b) Vegetation

Vegetation on the quarry site is
sparse, made up primarily: of creosote bush, brittlebush, and
,bursage, with scattered bunches of grasses and forbs. Vegetation
in: the wash is relatively dense for a desert wash community. The
wasii- appears to receive and hold a substantial amount of moisture,
and supports. mesquite, catclaw acacia, smoke~-tree, paloverde,
creosote bush, bursage, brittlebush, and cheese bush. The wash
bottom also supports relatively dense stands of grasses and forbs.

” Quarrying iiis site would disturb 86
acres of vegétation, including about 16 acres of vegetation.in the
“wash. .

(c) NWildlife

' The wash is heavily used by wildiife.,
Wildlife observed in the area include Jackrabbits, cottontail
irabbits, Gambel's qu2il, red-tailed hawks, .and western diamond back

. ‘Tettlesnakes. The area suports a large rodent pepulation and

8-25‘
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therefore probably supports a number of predatﬁ;f and reptiles,.
Evidence of dese~t mule deer was found' {i.-the wash, BLM biologists
indicate the arec hasn't supported bighorn sheep in recent 'years,
although observations of signs in the past. two: years hint that.
either a remnant .or .new population may be .using. the. general area.
Signs of coyotes and burros. were also observed- in-the .area..

As.a result of this project, wildlife
using this area would be displaced and some, would perisin. ‘Several
small, natural water catchments ‘4n the wash would ‘be. destroyed
duriny construction of the haul road and work area. . Several larger
water caichments are located in the wash, but, being northwest .of .
the quarry, area, would not te disturbed. . ~ \ A

‘ Several small water catchments would:
be censtructed to replace those destroyed by quarrying,

(d) Archaeology
L .. AClass I literature search showed no -’
cultural -résources are Tocated in this area. A Class TII survey

" g - <

indicated that “no significant archaeological 6r historical

resources would be affected. . ( v
“ (e} Esthetics o
This site is designated a visual,

resource management Class III because it does not contain -any
unique or outstanding visual featurés. L

’ - Quairying -and- coﬁstrﬁctibﬁ\'of"%hgi ‘
haul road would disturb the deserty varnish and perhgps cause
changes in contour. resulting in a noticeable scar. This site js5
visible from a small portion of Highvay 76. Quarryifig would .be
concentrated on the south- and west end of the ridge to réduce

.

visibility from Highiay 76. .
(f) Land Use and Ovnership

This site is locdted on privataly

owned land. Little evidencg of public use was observed. Thé site
is inaccessible except by small all-terrain vehicles. The site {s,
designat~d CDCP Class L. -
Construction of an zccess: road would' -
increase public¢ use. The area's suitability for preservation as
wilderness may be affected. ] ‘ ’ .
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A-Cultural Resourceé ‘invastigation
of a.
‘ \ Prcposed Riprap Materiad Sit-a o
. Colorado River tront Work né Levet qystem

HANCHESTER

B
B

Jiarig’, 1979

‘ J’G. Midd]eton, Archeo\og1st
Lower Colorado Regional Office
8ureaufof Reclametion
Department of Interior

7

CALENOAR TAGE
MINUTE PAGE ’




MAY 2 3 1984

Introduction

.
f1

The Bureau of Reclamation s dn thehbnqoing'processvof‘iocatﬁng
material Sources for riprap to stabilize the Colorado River bank-
line. The purpose of this project s to prevent furthér ero<ion
and to protect 1ife and property:downstream from the Colorado River
flows during the.high velume witer releases frbm~Bou1d9r‘D§m,or'
-during other periods .of fiood yunoff from tributary drainages.

* ' i [
On April 24, 1979, I accompanied My Dennis Brietzman, L0425, on.
an inspection of the proposed-riprap material site. As he ‘conducted
the biological survey, I examined the site area and access route for
evidence of cultural resources.

Objectives

SR

The: prinary objective 6f the Survéy-has to tnsuré-that the proposad
testing and subsequent working of the midterial site would:not affect
any cultural resources. cr T

simportant for an-understanding ‘of the’ prehistory and/er history of
the area. \ , - Co

Another objective was to gather’ reconriaissance-level infcrmation

[ A .
. 4

Locatior

The Manchester site 15.7ocated. in. the ¥ 1/2 N 1/4. cf Section 15
and the NE 1/4 of Section 16, T. i1 ., R, 21: E., San Rernarding.

County, Caiifornia. This quarry: site is gituated 5 miles (8 kilometers)
‘west of the Colorado River and 7 i/2 miles (12 kilometers) east of

!let Hi@)hwa}f 95- b o

Environrient

I

The proposed site Vies bi:tween” 1160 and 1200 (353.6 to 365.8 meters)
above sea level. The sice is situated at the head of a narrow wash

1
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oximately 10. to 20

BN that flows from west to east. The wash Vs appr .
Ca T ’ feet in width and abou'. 20-40 feet in height. The slopes around and éi.
L e, to the northwest of the site were dense rocky ocutérops. The terraces
C s .above ithe wash to the north paralleling:the wash: 15 covered with

LA dusert pavement. The vegetation is characteristic of the Lover

bdivision of the Sonoran Desertscrub, (Brown 1973;.

‘ i The natural dense vegetation in the wash (45:80% grouid cover)

v consisted of catclaw (Acacia Greggii), smoketyed ?paléa $pinosa),

C e and creosotebush (Larrea Fridentata). The dominant species on the

I ' rocky ‘terraces above the guarry site, were chilla (Opuntia sp.) and
prickly pear cactus (Opuntia basilario).

v

L o Colorado su

H v {y(
] ‘f:\\ PR Archeological Background

; R Relatively 1ittle archeological research has been done in the

'54f¢$;" : Lower Colorado Region compared to thé rest of the American Southwest.
o ) . Howevér,; this situation i§,ghaﬁging,dgg‘;o_cu]tura1 resource manage-
s . ment. More work is now being done in hie Lower Colorado River area

than ever before: .

, this general area *

H

Albert H, Schroeder’s survey of Jands along the Colorado River

between Davis Dam and the International’ Bordel, and Brooks, Alexander, .
and Crabtree's survey of the Lower Colorade River. Both surveys were
predominantly confined to the terraces above ‘the flood plain of the
Colorado River. There have been no surveys that we are aware of in

o the area of Manchester Wash.

The only two studies that we are aware of in

Field Me@ths

Sheets of USGS 7.5' topographic maps were used’ as 4ids i accomplish-
ing the curveys. In general, transects were wdlked 3-6 feet (.9 to
1.8 meters) apart along the wash for a distance of approximately 1,530
) feet (457 meters) up 10 the quarry sitz, and contirued in the wash
F e beyond the site. The terraces above the wash to the north and nerth-
VLA east were also surveyed. Due to the more rugged nature of the

o, terrain, systematic perallel transects was difficuit. East-West non-

AR parallel transects were conducted over the rocky y ~ound.
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Results:gnd3Conclusich

{
o No archeological evidence was discovered in 2ny of the areas surveyed.
There  was. no sign of any previous disturbince of ‘théares: The
fnndzngnof no.-cultural resources s predictable since the site is
1ocated an the bottom of & wash with 3, ?elat1ve1y ‘stoep -gradient.

The survey is in complizance with 43. CFR 422 No cultural materials
were located. The arrangement to-use this site can proceed as far

as the culiural resources are determinpd. However, if the proposed
quarry site is expanded, the additional area should be archeo]og1ca1

surveyed
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