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APPROVAL OF A PROSPECTING PERMIT FOR
-‘MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, GEOTHERMAL
‘RESOURCES, SAND- AND GRAVEL, SAN'‘BERNARDINO. COUNTY

APPLICANT:: Fioyd'Mn'Whitson
S 913 ITth Street ' '
Golden, Colorads 80401

PROPOSED" AYTHORTZATION: . L
: Approval of ‘@ Prospecting Pérmit for twe years
e to: prospect for goldi-and isilver and othep
' -valuable ‘minerals, -other thah oil, gas,.
geothermal resgurces, sand and gravel on 640
nil : acres of land located in Sah Bernardino County.

»CONSIDERQTION! Filing fee of $25, expense deposit of $100 and
an acreage deposit >f $640,

3

; - State.school land = Sec 16, TI18N, R13E, SBM,
L e © San Bernardino County, 15 miles north of
- Mountain iPass, C

TY.RE «OF LLAND: ‘AND: .LOCATION:

PROPOSED* PROJECT: - ‘
The applicant proposes to conduct a two-phased
exploration for valuable minerals with the
exgcution of phase 1T dependent upon the

achievement of :$uécéss in phase I.

a depth. not exceeding 100! Féét sach. The auger
T  samplés will bé- assuyéd For gold, sZlver,

o platinum.group métads, gypsum, and other
eleménts. The holes uwill be augered with an
augering ‘devics .attached to a small
self-propelled vehicle. The support yehicles,

Phase I: Drill by auger four, six-inch diameter ﬁplgs”to




Phase IT.:

TERM:

PREREQUISIT

CALENDAR ITEM No. 34 (cony!D)

will consist of two A-wheel drive vehicles.
Fluid will not be_.used in tho augering of thg .
holes ard they will be back~filled dinnedidtély

after samplung.

Access to ‘the State parcel will be from the old
Traction Road:  Cross country .ravel Lo .the
samplingnsites»wiilweliminatefthe need for road
construction on Section 16,

If the results of Phase I are favorableé, less
than 250 tons of sediments will be“oxcavated'bg
a backhoe/loader at each. of the four auger
sites, The bulk samples will be transported
of f ‘the State parcel by a- dump truck for - -
tesxing;andyprocessingxqut«oF State. The bulk
sample axcavations will be back-Filled and
contoured. to the .original. land surface,

The applﬁcaanShali cohtact the staff of the

State Lands Cammission if any Native American

. -remains .are uncovered during the .project, -

Any proposed activity not authorized by this
permit will not proceed without prior approyal
of a projectyamendment,précessed pursuant E£o
the requirements .of CEQA. If commercial mining,
operations are proposed, appropriate
environmental documentation will be prepared
and certified prior to issuing: & unineraid
extraction lease.

Thg primary,tenm‘oF a Prospecting Permit is two
years, The Commission. may, in its discretion,
extend the term for one additional year.

Royalty payable under the permit shall be

20 percent of the gross value of the minerals.
secured from thefpenmit‘area and- sold or
otherwise disposed of or heéld for sale or other
disposition,

1. Required statutory filing fee, expense
deposit and acreage deposit have been
submitted by the applicant.
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2. Subject parcel is: not known fo contain a
,commérciallyxvaluable,deposit of minerals,

Royaltv. payable under any preferentidl
lease issued shalli ot be less than 10% of
the gross: value of all mineral production.
from the leased lands, less any charqges
approved by ‘the Corinission made or incurred
‘with respect to transporting or pracessing.
the State's royalty share of production, -
The:detevminatioﬁtoFisgid»royalty and
~charges shall ‘be.at ihe discretion of the
Commission and:set .forth in said lexse.

.

STATUTORY REFERENCES: .
, . A. P.R.C,:. Divi,-.6, Section 6891,

B. Cal. Adm, Code: Title 2, Section 2200,
AB 884 . 12/08/84.

_ OTHER: PERTINENT INFORMATION: . : T :

1. Pursuant .to the, Commission's delegation of
authority and the State CEQA, Guidelines (14
Cal. Adm. :Code :15025), the sitaff has: =
prepared and circulated For public review a
proposed- Negatine :Declaration identified as
EIR ND 362, State Clearinghouse 84013011
pursuant to the' .provisions of the CEQR., A
copy of this environimental .document is
attached as. Exhibit. “c*, - ‘

‘Based wupon. Ehe &htﬂtié14étqdy,»Ehe~p&oposed
‘Negative Declaration, and: ithe .cominents
received. in résponse %heféibgAfhé?é*iﬁ no
substantial éuidéhtewﬁhat'thé~brbiéét will
have a significant efféct 6n the =
environment (‘14 Cal. Adm. Code 15074 (b).

Thisi aetivity involues Tands identifiad as
possessdhg‘sigﬁiFﬁcahtvéﬂuikéhméntél‘ualues
pursuant to P.R.C. 6370 et. seq. Based
upon ‘the staff's consultation with ‘the
persons nominating such. 1ahds and through
the CEQA review process, it is the staff's
opinion that the pProject, as proposed, is
consistent with its use classification.
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pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6895, upon
establishing to the satisfaction of the
Commission that commercially valuable
deposits of minerals hxvé been discovergd
within ‘the limits of the pormit, the
applicant would have a preferential right
to & lease for a maximum of 160 acres
embraced within the perimit. Said. right
shall be subject to all necessary ,
epvironmental approvals. The issuance: of
the permit shall not -affect the -discretion
of the Commission in granting or denying
such lease because of ‘environmental
considerations. '
4. Permit shall provide for a pérformancé bond. '

of $7,000 in favor of the State.

APPROVALS .OBTAINED: ) ’

pursvant to P.R.C. Section 6890, the subject-

permit application has been approved by the ~

Office of the Attoriey. General as ‘to complidnce C )

with the applicable prouvisions of the law.

'EXHIBITS: . A, Land Description.
. 4 y B.. Site Map.
Vo C., Negative Declaration:

TT '[S RECOMMENDED THAT THE .GOMMISSION:

I, CERTIFY THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION: EIR ND 362, STATE
GLEARINGHOUSE 84013011, WAS PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CEQA AND THAT THE
COMMISSION:#/AS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION
CONTAINED THEREIN. THE PROJECT SHALL INCLUDE THIS
'PROSPECTING, PERMIT AND. ANY EXTENSION THE COMMISSION MAY
GRANT IN ITS DISCRETION FOR THE SAME PROJECT DESCRIBED IN
THE PERMIT. ANY. EXTENSION SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE YEAR.

., . DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS PROPOSED, WILL NOT HAVE &

SIGNTFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENUIRONMENT.

FIND. THAT THIS ACTIVITY AS) PROPOSED IS CONSISTENT 'WITH THE
USE CLASSIFICATION DESIGNATED FOR THE LAND PURSUANT TO
P.R.C: 6370 ET SEQ.
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ERN

4. DETERMINE THAT THE LANDS DESCRIBED IN THE PERMIT ARE NOT
. PRESENTLY: :KNOWN/ TO" CONTAIN COMMERCIALLY VALURKLE DEPOSKTS
OF MINERALS. o S

5. AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE.OF xnerngosbscfxucwnshmzr TO FLOYD
M. WHITSON FOR A TERM OF TWO 'YEARS, FOR ALL MINERALS, OTHER

THAN OIL, GAS, GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES, SAND ‘AND GRAVEL ON

SEC 16, T18N, R13E, :SBM; “SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CONTAINING
ARPROXIMATELY -640° ACRES; IN ACCORDANCE ‘WITH THE STANDARD
FORM _OF PERMIT. ROYALTY PAYABLE UNDER THE PERMIT SHACL (e
20- PERCENT. _ROYALTY: ‘PAYABLE WUNDER:ANY -PREFERENTIAL ‘LEASE
ISSUED' UPON THE ‘DISCOVERY OF COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE DEPOSLTS
OF MINERALS. SHALL :NOT -BE ‘LESS. THAN: TEN: PERCENT OF THE GROSS
VALUE OF ALL MINERAL PRODUCTION. FROM THE LEASED LANDS, LESS
ANY CHARGES' APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION MADE OR INCURRED
WITH RESPECT TO TRANSPORTING -OR PROCESSING THE STATE'S
ROYALTY SHARE OF :PRODUCTION. THE DETERMINATION OF S4ID
ROYALTY -AND CHARGES SHALL BE AT THE DISCRETION' OF THE

'

COMMISSION,

SRAEN RN RAGE

’i-\;i;‘:iﬂ'ﬁ FAGE

o




EXHIBIT A"

LAND DESCRIPTION W- 40392
‘.Agzéﬁarcegl' of, Cé‘]sifornia State échop% lands.-in San Ber‘nérdino ‘County,,. California,
‘described as follows: oo

Section 16; T 18N, R13:E, SBM.. -

- END--OF DESCRIPTION- :

PREPARED-OCTOBER 4, 1984, BY,-BOUNDARY. AND" TITLE UNIT.







, STATE.QE CALIFORNIA , L » 1 .
. "STATE LANDS COMMISSION ) SXECUTIVE OFFICE
. o ’ 1807 - 13th Street
Sesramento, Cnlllqtri_.u

EXHIBIT “C'
PROPOS{'D \u IGATTVE D!‘CI.AR-\TION

EIR ND 352
File .Ref.: W l¢039?
SCH#¥ : 8LOI30IX

Project Title: Mineral Prospecting Permit - Mesquite Lake

Project Proponent.: Floyd M. Whitson

‘Project Location: Section 16, T. 18 N., R. 13 E:, SBEM, approximately I5 miles
.north of Mountain Pass, Sa‘n Bérnardino Ccmnty.

w

Project Description: The epplicant will auger four holes to a depth not exceeding
IO0 feet each. If the assay results ‘of the auger samples are
favorable, less than 250 tons ‘will te excavated for bulk:
sampli,.g at each of tlie auger sites to discover -and’ delineate

any possible orebody. ‘

Contact Person:  Ted T. Fukushima ' Telephone: ' (916) 322-7813

i
i

i

This .document is prepared pursuant to the rcqmrements of the Cahfornu
Environmental Quality :\c.t(.%ecrzon 21000 et seq:, Public Resourcm Code).
nhe ‘State CEGA Guidelines({Scction 15000 et Seq., Title 14, Cal*vfcrnm

Admmmtrntxvc .Code), and the State Lands Lommusuon regwlat:lons(Sectmn
2901 et seq.., Title 2, Cal»xforma Admxmstrdtwc Code).

i

s

Based upon the attached Initial Study, it has been found that:

Nar

4 bl . - A 3o ' ;
/"7 the project Will not have a significint effect on the cnvironmont.

e

s IXT mltu,.ltxon measures included .in ‘the pl‘OJQCt will avoid potentially
ﬂgnn('u.mt etfects,




File Ref.: W 40392
SCH' 84013011

HITIGATION MEASURE

<A meaoy e '

The applicant shall contact the staff of the State Lands
Commission's Long Beach office Aif any Native -Américan’ human
remains are dlscovered dt.ring any acthty on State Lands.

- s " ¢




File Ref.: W 40392
SCH# 84013011

COMMENTS RECEXVED ON INITIAL STUDY
AND RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

Native American Heritage Commission

comments:

"rThe Commission is mandated to :identify and catalog
places of special religious ox social significance. to
Native Americans pursuant tc Section 5097.94 (a) of the
public Résources Code. The Commission is further
{nstructed to request and utilize the advice and
service of all federal, state, local, and regional
agencies in the protection and preservaticn, of sacred

places.

This responsibility can be accomplished by adding a
stipulation to the Negative Declaration on tha ibove
project. We request that the Native American #aritage
Commission be contacted if human remains of Haﬂive
American origin be encountered. during the pr@jéét. Theé
Heritage Commission will then assist in expaditing
‘their preservation and protection in a respegtful
manner. The enclosed form may then be used o record

the site."

Regponse:

See Mitigation Measure.
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File Ref.: W 40392
SCHK 84013011

April 17, 1984

INTTIAL STUDY
INTRODUCTION

Floyd- M. Whitson has applied to: the State Lands Csmmission
for a prospecting permit on State lands located in Mesquite
Valley in northeastern San Bernardino County. The proposed
project -consists of augering four holes to a depth not. .ex-
.ceéding 100 feet each. TIf the assay Tesults of the auger
saniples are favorable, less than 250 tons will be excavated -
for bulk sampling at each 'of the auger sites to discover and
delineate any possible orebody. The permit, when Jssued; is
for a ‘two-year period dnd.may be extenced for a maximum.of
‘one year. ,

W;"‘-,

This,Ihitial Study consists. of an -environmerntal impact -
assessment checklist, information form responSés, and maps. -~
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ExXHIBIT "A"
STATE LANDS COMMISSION .
VI — 40392
APPLICATION for PROSPECTING FERMIT

Floyd M. Whilson
SAH BERNARDINO COUNTY

April 1584
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~'STATE LANDS COMMISSION

 ENVIRONNENTAL IMPAGT ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST = PART- I

© . Pem 13.20 (/62

L -
.

5. BACI/GROUND INFORMATION

.

A. pippiicant: Floyd M. Whitson
' 913 - 11th Street

P L

_,.;(_;q,l.glp_p_,“Colorado 80401

s mas oo ‘ PR

"8, Cheiklist Date: 4. 1.9, B4..

.. ic. Contact Pefion: James _B. Hart, State_Lands Commission

Teléphore: { 213, 1 5807320 ...
b. buose: . Prospect, for valuable minerals.

2

Faed

-ty

X
Y

WD

- - v -

& Lowtiont . Section 16, T. 18 No, R. 13 E., 3BBEM; San Bérnafding

7 © {County. _See attached maps . —

Y = Be ook - A« .

F. Oescription; JApplica t will auger_ ‘ggu\_r ‘holes_and éxcgyéte less than é@_;_
‘ Tt

Vcdum rewwer o

‘~ © " tons_for bulk sampling at each auger site to discover and

L

*
&

s e b A o

" delipeate any possible orebody.

.

v .
-

“vaamar

&. “persons Contagued:_, See, detailed project description..
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1. ENViRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain all *yes” and “maybe’’ answers)
A, l;‘a'rth. Will the brc:posal result in:
1, ‘Unstable earth conditions or changes in geotugic SUBSIUCIUIES? o v v ve v o e
2, bisrumions,,displace"menls, compaction, or wvercovering,of thesoil?. . .. ..
3. Change-in topography or ground surfzce relief features? ... 40 e e e esmassesasnanvaes

4. The destruction, covering, of modifici tion ¢ any unique geolagic or physical features? . v o vivecaneen

. Any:increase in wind or water erosion of sois, either on ar off the site?. . . Casesecanse

6. Changes in-deposition or erosion of beach-sands, or changes in siltation, deposition or erosion which may

modify:the.chainel ¢:a.rivar, of stream.orthished ofithe odeanor-dny-hay, inlef, or-dakes oo o o neses

1

7. Exposuré of all people or property o geolagic hazards such as eacthquakes, landslides, mudslides, ground

o (gug;g,p;gi,mjtgghgzarus?...................,.,...,.................. AR
" T T ) ) RESRTTE Y P

v




Afr. Wil the propasal result in: Yes Mayke No

1. Subs'amial air emmissiuns-or deterioration of ambient it quality?. . oy s v D B EI
2 Th."fﬁa“oﬂOfOblecxlonab!QUdO“?:n P E N LR T e A T R R 2 L R A A R AL D D El
3 Almaticn of air movement, moisture or-temperature, of any changa:in chmato.gilhur.locallv or.tegionally? . D D U

.
B

Warer. Will the proposal result in:
1: Changes in the currents; or the,course,or.directio. of water. movementy, in nither.marine or.fresh watess? . . D

3
BHEEH

2. Changes in absorption rates, drainage patterns, or the rate and arnount of surface.watarrunof?, . ..., .

3. Alterations to the course or flow of fl00d Waters? .o o vn cacovawvarens v o tog gt s b rgosa o s

N

4, Change in the amount ol surface water in any water body? . .+ v v e e cvr s fr septsms oo e ve

§. Disci-arge into surface. Aater,, or in any alteratiop of.surface.water quality,.Including but.iot. fimited to
umpvrature,dlssolved(xygvnorturbldnlv?.... P W I IO I S T S PP

oo ooo
<0 000

6..Aluration of the direct on or rate of (low of ground WaLEIS? s s o s e s v en s bt oS o s tasanadsus

1

7. Chuiige in the quantity of ground waters, either through dlfeCl addmons or wnhdramls. or through inter-
ccptionof:naqunferbycuzscrexcavauons? R T R R T N R R e

HH
i

T

el

4
)
o

"8, -Substantial reduction.in the amount of water.otherwise available for.public water.supplies?. ... e cvee s

i P
———

8 éxpmuu of people‘or property to wates-felated hazards such’as flooding or: tidal waves? . ... o os vl

10, Significant changed:in the temperature, flow or chemicul:contentiof surface thermal-springs?. . ... ... ..

PR ) — . * N

D, Plant Life. Will the proposal result in: L ron

l..dhangc in the diversity of spacies;, or number of any spacies of plants {including tress, shrubs, grass, vrops,
and AQUAICPIAIISIT, o v o s e v s aroesais e sttt e Vs e s aee o e

" . 2, Reduction of. the numbers of any unique, rare or 2ndangered species of plapts?, ., o\ oo v vscen v

* 3. Inire.duction of.new species of plants into.an area, ot in a fharrler to. the narmal replenishrent of existing -

s
0

A Rcducuon-nacrengeofanvagncunuralcrop?...............................,.........

E". Animul‘.l e, Will the proposal mulxln* .

1. Change in the diversity of species, or numbers of any species of aninm (blrds Jand an’.nals including
reptiles, fish and sheltfish, ben‘h:c OTgaNiSMS; OFINSECISI? . o v v s v das s sssreionoss savoranasn

-
[

imin DD
.

Reduction of the numbitrs-of eny‘unidue, rare or endangéred spaciesof animals?. . .. .ttt cus s e

.

3, Introduction:of new spicies-of animals intd an area, or resultiin-a barfier-to’ the migration'cr movement of"

.

mim]

.. 4:Deterioration to existiny fish cr wildiife habitat?, . ... ... .. Cen et th e,
iB:  Noise, Will the proposal result in:

15 Increase in existingnoiselevels? . ... o et

Siisd

2. Expusure of people to severe noise levels? .........

G, Light ani! Glure. Will the proposal result in:

0 o0

1. The preduction of new lightorglare? .. ..........

H: Land Use, Will the proposal resultin:

'

3
r2

- 1. 'Asudstantial alteration of the present or'planne! land use of an ‘area?.

L. Natural Resoueces. Will the propnsal result in:

Hl:
el

1. Increase in the rate of use of any natural fesources?. oo v v vvan s
ke

¢, -2, Subs:antial depletion of anv nonrenewable resources? . ... .h ...

- 00

!
N
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X

Risk uf Upaet, Docs the proposal resulting Yo;cMnybo No

1. A tisk of an explosivn of th release of haz2 dous substances (mrmdlnm but not Iimned 10, 0il, DeﬂlCldtS.
ct emicals, or radiation) in the event of:an accident or upset conditions? y s ssesmar e e drs it ) D

’ 2. Possible interference with emargéncy’ tesponse plin of ai emergency evacustion PIaNT s wav v vt e e oL
. K Popuiatinn, Wil the proposal cesultin?

1. The alteration, distritiution; density, of growth rate of the’ human population of theareal .,...
L Ilousfnx. Will.the proposal resuilt in', ’ '

1 Affecung existing housing, or create a demand for additional hous‘ing? R L

2 H Trunsnmlan‘cm/C:rculamm. Will-the proposal resultiin:

» ‘1, Generation of substantial acditional VCthUllf IAOVEMBMLE. . o o va s o brsarbrsasaievoes
2 Atlecting existing parking’ fucilities, or create d demand for new pavkinq;. R PR R R T

3. Substantial impact upon existmg transportanon svmms? R AR AL ceverpes Sees

nO00

Tt 4, Alterations to present patterns of curculanon ofr movemant o{ peoplc and/orQoodsY . . e v smsnae

—

ém

5, Alteratians to waterkorne,13il, grair trafficd s oo Vimneane viie cae da S el orireshrs 6.5 S/HCH wALsEe & ¥ ST H
8, Irsrease in traffic hazards.tn motor. vehicles,. h(cvchsts. o Pedestriansd ¢ s o ¢ s scou s ms g waEa gt T
‘N. I’ubllc Semces, Will ‘the proposal. faveran: emcuupon or:resultiin-a nead.for. new of qkmdgovcmmc_nu!
services in any of the following areas: . Lo .

e 4.,

s

1 Fircpro@ection?............._.....,....,.....».l. TR R
x, v 4 1 ¢ - . . L ‘ tes

2. Po!icepcbuc:ion?‘......,.......\..........;s.... S o R

0

s e eNv s e EE RSN A

N

. P » . . . e I N
¥ 3. SCth"? tastr b abeane s reny e 6%% 4vB w Aim 80 ¢ Bim e 0cs s e s ave £ 4IVE RO 5 0 e PSS S IS S AL AL L]
d A ;

.

‘A, Purksand other-recreutional facilities?. . oo\ vimecenmue e adioe e e g e b N e haeare e 4 e

5, Maintenance of public facilitjes, including ro&is?. . . . e R R R R

Ol
a
0
)
U

6. Cther governmental services?, . cccoveavneones i vesssenesesasseeseasasasas
.Energy Wwill the proposai re:x Itin: 4
1, Useof substanttal amoums of fuel or enerqv?. Voo v .‘.:.-.;.,. B e R LTI ,
2, Substantial increasé in demand upon existing soun:es of eénergy,.or. require.the developmenof new sourcesit

Utilities, -‘Will the.proposaliresuit in @ need for new systems, of. substantial.alterations.to. the-‘olfowing | unlme»s'

Hooooo 0o

e

) 1‘.£owerorna!drztgas?.....................’..» T L R E SR

2. CommUNICAtion sYStEME? .« o v v eaaoannyves . ORI
' i

cbl’bl.'ol‘uoanﬂt-t‘o-tllA.'vc

3Vatert . e .

PO I L

4, Sewer orseptic tanks? ... ceenn e . erereraarevas

5. Neorm water drainage? .. o .o sae Ciedassrrsesasmmenstn

pedl

COanooU

PO R I U

6. dolid waste and disposal? .. e e erhaceseyraiens

04

‘Huran Heéalth, Will the proposal result in:
1. Creation of any health haza 1d or potential health hazard (excludi'ng mental healtfa)? fveesesesseaen .o

00

S 2 ’»fxposureofﬁeopletopoxent:alhealthhazwr"s?..'...................................-5‘.

. Aestherics. Will the proposal result in:
will the proposal fesuitia the creation 6f

PR RS T R L e

1. l‘he obstruction of any scenic vma or view open to the pubhc of
«n aesthetically otfensive site open to publnc VIEW? oo s ovvm s ariwoosavaesrimose
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Recreation. Will the proposal result in:
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1, Animpact upon the quality or quantity of existing recreational opportunities?. .. .-
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Yes Maybe No

1. Will the proposal result in the Jlteration of or the destruction of 2 prehistoric of historic archieological site?. D E] DG

2. Will thes proposal cesult.-in udverse physical vr 2esthetic effects to a prehistoric or hittoric building, : -
’“uc'uf‘ orobject?...............g...................»”.unn-n---..--.....,... D ‘E] {X_]

Cultural Resonsces.

3. Does.the proposal have the potential to cause 3 physical change which would affect unique ethnic cultural D Ll rX]
Y O .

QV‘IU“?.-'....\,......-........----n--...-........(a--tlatncnnuc-----.......

-4, Wil! the proposal, restrict g;isiing religious or sacred uses within the potential-Impact P12 1Y S [j E:l E_(J
Mandetory Findings of Stenificarce.
1. Dors:the project haye tha potential to dégrade the quality, of the env.ronmcm reduce the habitat of a fish'or

wildlife species, cauje a fish or wildlife populaton | to drop below self- sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate

a plant or ammal commumu reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endanqered plant or
ammal or eliminate’ unponam examn!es of the maior penods of! Cahfomla history,or prehiswrv?. PN [j [j

2 Docs the, progect haverthmpounual to aclueve,short-term, to (he dusadvantage of |ong~mm envuronmemal D [] [g
A )

3. Do:s the project have' 'mpacts which are individually. hmned -but. cumulatwclv‘ consi'derabki. .» “ ;, ,..', D D ,.‘

4, Dm tive. project. have envuronmemal effects which will causé substantial adiérse cffccts on human bemgs, -
3 aither directly or INdICECHVY . o 0 s v v v nes v aiie it dee B g e DE](X]
RPN |1 & DISCUSSION:OF ENV!RONMVEI:JT/)AQJEVALUAI‘IQ&(.iqe Comments Attached) I AU
See attached Petailed Project Descriptiom, Discussion ‘of “Eivironmental
‘Evaluation; and, Form 69, T '

JIV. PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION,
On the bsis of this initial evaiuanon
L_] | fin.ixtlie proposed” project CO'JLD NOT have a significant effe"t on the environment, and 3 NEGATIVE DECLARATION will
be p[-*pared ) . ¢

m I"tinG that: although the propost pro;ect could hase,a s|gn|f|cant effect on b€, envuronment.fthere will not be a siynificant eftect
;in this.case ibecause the: mitigaugn’ measures»dc".cnbed.on an-attached shaet. have.been. au'xed to the project. A NEGATIVE

DECLARATION will be pmpared ‘ ,
| find thé’ proposed’pro;ect MAY have- a’sngmhcant effect ‘on‘th3- environmentuand‘Sﬁ‘ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REFORT

is requied

o § 1 %, BH — A, Vo
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DETAILED PROJECT ‘DESCRIPTION

Floyd M. Whitson proposes: to conduct two=phased exploratiof. in.
the permit area with the execution of phase II dependent upon
the ‘achievement of success in phase I. The 'project consiscs of
two phases of increasing magnitude and cxpense. This permits an
orderly compilation of information: and. hoids expenses .and
surface disturbance to a minimum if the results do not justify
proceeding- further, . , o

‘The State parcel is within the drainage area of several past-
productive mining districts, Erosion ©of the mining areas
resulted. in the trangportation.and depcsition of valuable
minerals within the basin of Mesquite Valley. an exploration
program to evaluate ‘the mineral potential of this agea is
propesed as follows:

Phase I:

The applicant will auger four, six-inch diametér tholes to
a depth not exceeding 100 feet each (refer to Map iC),

The auger sample »ill be}qgsaygﬁ,for gold, silver,
platinum group metals, gypsum, -and other elements.

The ‘holes will be augered with &n augering device
attached to a small self-propelled vehicle. The
support vehicles will consist of two 4-wheel drive
vehicles. Fluid will not be used in the angering of
the holes and they will be back<+filled immediately
after sampling..

Access to the State parcel will :be from the old traction
road (refer to Map C). (ross ccéuntry travei to the
sampling sites wisl be practiced, thereby eliminating
the need for road construction on Section 16 )

‘Phase II:

If the results of rhase I are favorable, less than 250°
tons of sediments will 'be ecavated: by .a ‘backhoe/loader
at each of the fcir auger sites. The bulk samples will
be transported ofy the State parcel ‘by a dump truck £or
testing and processing out -6f State. The bulk sample:
excavatiods will be back-filled and contoured to the
original land surface.
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Surface Disturbance:

The estimated maximum'excavated{samblgyvolpﬁgufor Phases
‘I and IY is 453: cubic yards of ‘material,. The- estimatad.

raximum surface: area disturbance of the foup auger hole
and bulk sampling. sites is 1 acroe., .

If a commercia;gy valuable mineral] deposit i8 discovered

throughwprospedﬁingueffovgé.uﬁdéxwaUChonizatibh.of a

Topoct wily permit, a comprehensive. enivironmentar impact
ljeport Will be requ«ired, on the t’fllt:jur’e impactg of @ining
the deposit.. . , 3 Ini




IIT. Discussion of Environmental Evaluation

A 2.

bisruption, displacement, compaction, and over-
covering of the soil will occur in the
immediate vicinity of the sampling sites. AlY "
auger holes and excavaticns will be restored
to. the natural ground corntolr, as nesarly as

possxble.

A minimal amount of dlsrvptlon and’ compachion
of the soil will occur whei: thé sampling
equipment is moved on and off a 51te.

An increase in wind and water erosion of the
disturbed soil at subsurface sampling ‘sites

will take place during wind and rain storms.
Erosion will be minimal jf Phase IT is -fiot

carried out.

Augering :may penetrate .one or more aquzfers with
'a~subsequent ‘£low ‘path -through -the -deill -hole;
however, ‘t is anticipated that no water bearing
formations will ‘be ‘penetrated. Tf .ground:.water
is-.encountered, the auger hole will be plugged
-with--cement -upon.-abandonment..

The operating backhoe-.ani auger rig and accessory
activities will temporarlly increase the exxstxng
-noise levels.. . —_—




STATE LANDY COMMISSION Date Filed:.- L
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT FORM - Part |
{To be complzted by applicant) !
FORM 62,3(11/82)

‘A.  GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Name, zddress, and telephone number: . )

s Applicant b.  Centact parson if other than applicant:

Floyd M. Whitson

* 913 - 11th Street .

Golden, C0_ 80401

<7303y 277-0180° . ,

2. a  Project iocation: (Pleast reference o nearest town or com'n’\dniw and includeé couinty)

50 m11es norrhwost of Need]es Cahforma. , .

= A Vhe Amns

Sec. 16 T18N, MBE SBM S..n Bernardmo Coumy, approxmately 1 mile sout‘\

,.of"Mnesqm te La»(e‘ .

.
-

b, Assessor's:percel numhert .. Unknown
Agricultusat

Existing zoning of Project site:

Existin] land use of projuct site: Leas esj fo~ grazing.

Mineral prospecting

Proposed use of site:i,

No requirements known

6. Other permits required:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
For building construction piajects, éomplete "ATTACHMENT A", - . ‘ ’

For northuilding construction projeets: Describe fully, she proposed activity, 1\s purpose and intendad use, e 3. for proposs
mines Al prospecting permits, include the numbae of -test holes, size of holes, amount of material to be excavated, 1na dmum
, surfact @rea’of disturbuarce, hole locativids, dapth ot holus, etc. Attach plans ¢r other drawings as necessary.




v

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING ' . .

Desciibe the project site as it exists befora xhe sroject, including information on topography, soil stability, plants and animals,
and any cultural, historical, or scenic aspects, Descnbe any existing struictures on the dite, and the use ofthe structures,

.Describe the surrounding: propurtles;’ mcludfng mlormaxlon -on-plants ‘and snimals and a any:€ultural, historisal, or scenic asoecis,
indicate the type of fland use- (residential; commercial, ete.), inténsity-of land use’ (one fafm!y, 3partment houses, shogs, depai

"ment stores, é1¢.), and scale’ of development {heig i i, fromagc, set- back rear yard, ete:),

-

ENVIRONMENTAL: :MPA(;T ASSESSMENT-

>

Answer the foliowing Guestions by placing a-check in the appfopﬂa"— box. Discuss ali iteh§ checked “yos* or “maybie”,
{Attach additional sheets ds necessary) B

%

. Wil iﬁgp | S o \YES MAYBE NO

1. "8 chiinge in existin features of any bays, tideland s béaches, lakes, o hills, o §Ui?§§§ff§fij Meradon . ..,,.,, 0 O
of groung contours?’ N )

2 chanw i scenic views or vistas from exmmg rcsudemial areas or pubhc laan qr toads? ... . '.". tecateas

-

<A | chmge in pattnm, scale, or character of the gﬂneral area of pro;cct? R R R R

el
PR
1.

ulgniﬁcantef.actonplantprnnlmalﬂfe?.....'....;.;’.'..".".......'............‘..,.......; [:l
slgnmcautamountsofsol.dwarteorlimr?.....'...*....................................

acmngemdust,ash smoke,fumes,orodouinthewcmnty? D

EJEJDEJD,D
e R

achange in ocean, bay, lake, stream, or ground witer quality, or quantzty, or alteration , ., ., et ecacenas
of existing drainage patterns? . . -

E’:_

8. ﬁ«‘xg change in existing noise or vibration levels in the vicinity?. .............. R E T

9. fconslrucuononfulledlandoronslopeof lOpercentormore?.................................

& &

subst-nces flammables, or explasives?

8 change in demand for municipal sarvices (police, fire, water, sewige, etc)? ... ... ..., ... teseeeen,

an increase in foliis fuel consumption (eélectricity, cil, naturat gas,etc)? ... o .l S eetancesana,

.

10., use or disposal of potentially hazardous materiafs, such as. ‘tixic or raduoactwe S D

'DDD" DEID

. . *
alargerproiectorasericsofpmiecxs?..........,.......................................
[

. -

CERTIFICATION ' ' 7 - )

.

I hereby certify that the statements furnished above and in the attached exhibits Fresent the data and information re.
quirea for this initial evaluatien to the best of. -ay ability, and. that the facts, statements, and information presented are true
ad rorrect to the best of my knowledge and belicf,

Date:. ﬁ( 7!&47/0767 / '?f 3 : Signed, \:—Jj/&"’?/'/l /!/ /0/1"4?\

A i T

.. 238

.- o -.-.._--_\_ »
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The .area, including the land for ‘the project, is. a valley
surrounded by mountains and contains the dry lake known.

as Mesquite Lake. A small community known as, Sandy. Valley
is located a few miies to the north, in the State of
Nevadd. The residential area of Sandy Valley consists,
almost entirely of mobile homes and other rather temporary
buildings., There is a small airstrip and a commercial
wyanide leaching miil in the area, which services local .
mines on a custom-mill basis. Operating mines in fhe area
are generally confined to the mountain areas; but placer’
claims are being bulk-sampled in tne immediate: area, and:
at least one operator has anngunced plans to build a .mill
and to placer mine on claims one mile from the proposed
permit land. The area is fypical desert land with Some
cactus, mesquite ani sagebrush and sparse grass. The,

¥ 1

nearby lake area ranges from -compleutely denufed lake bed
to small -dunes with mostly mesquit: bushes. Wild, animals
include jdck rdbbit, owls, desert rodents and a Few small
birds. No rare or unique environmental resources. are,
known ‘to éxist in the area, nor is it believed that there
are any historical artifacts existing in cor near the .area.

—— - L ¢ o —a—




MAILING LIST ~ LETTERS
W 40392

Floyd M. Whitson
+ 913 11th Street
' Golden, CO 80491

San, Bernardino -Co. Planning Dept.
Attn: Fred Hinshaw

1111 East MilZ St., Hldg. 1

San Bernardinn, CA 92415

Chemehuevi Indian Tribe
P.O. Box 1976
Chemehuevi Valley, CA ‘°2363




MAILING LIST - MEMOS
W 4039Z

Regional Water Quality

Control Board

Lahontan Region: 6

Attn: ‘Roy C. Hampson,
‘Executive Officer

2092 Lake Tahce' Boulevard:

South Lake Tahoi, CA 95702

Department of Parks & Recreatiori
Attn: James M. Doyle o
P.0. Box 2390 .

Sacramento, CA 95811

Department of Transportation
District 8 ) S
Attn: Robert Pote

247 West Thirce Street

San Bernavdinw, CA 92403

Native American Heritage Commission
Attn: Lorette Allen

915 Gapitol Mall, Rponi 288
Sacramento, A 95814

Office of Historic Preservation
Nick del Cidppo

1050-20th Streaet

Sacramento, Ci 95814

Dept of Fish ind Game
Fted A. Worthley, Jr.,
Regional Manager L
245 W. Broadwai, Suite 350
Long Beach, CA 90802

Dept. of Health.

Harvey Collins

714 "P" Streec, ‘Room 430
Sacramento, CA 135814

Air Resources Bodrd
Ann Geraghty

1120 "Q" Street .
Sacramento, CA 95814

Attorney General's:t Office

Robert Collins, Députy Attorney Gemeral
3580 Wilshire Boulevard, 6th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90010

.\
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Dennis O'Bryant

Department of Conservation ,
Enviroumental Program Coordinator
1416 Minth Street, Room 1354
Sacramento, CA 95814

Robert Tharratt

Dept. of Fish and Game
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA& 95814

Sélid Waste Management Board
Attn: Peggy Jenkins

1020 Ninth Street, Room 300
Satramento, CA 935814

State Water Resopurces Countrol Board
Division of Technical Services-
Environmental Services

P.0. Box 100

‘Sacramento, CA 95801

Dr. Wilbur Mayhew.

Professor of Zoology

Biology Department .
University of Californi., Riverside
Riverside, CA 92521






