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RECEIPT OF ‘A "NOTICE OF PROPOSED USE OF
STATE LANDS! ‘PROVIDED- FOR BY. THE ‘MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN: THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
AND THE STATE LANDS COMMISSION

BACKGROUND ; On September 26, 1979, the State Lands
‘ ‘Comnission approved a Memorandum of

Understanding, effective October 19, 1979,
between the Department of Water Resources and
State Lands Commission. It provides for use of
State lands for either the Central Valley
Project or the State Water Resources -
Development System, Under Lhe Memorandum of
Understanding, the Departmient of Water
Resources provides State Lands Commission with:

a "Notice of Proposed Use of ‘State Lands",

CURRENT SITUATION:
Based on the Memorandum cfiUnderstanding, the

Department of Watepr Resources has submitted a
"Notice of Proposed Use of State Lands" to
staff, aduising of their intent to drill 12
geologic test holes in the tide and submerged
lands. of Montezuma Slough, Solano County.,

30 to 100 foot test ‘holes are necessary
preparatory to development of a boat lock
control structure at the site. This project
will be a part of the State "Jater Resources
Development System. Staff has reuviemwed the
test plan and determined that no restrictions
or limitations are needed from State Lands
Commission. An Environméntal Impact Report was
prepared. for the total Rroject by Department .of
Water Resources and a Notice of Determination

was filed on April 11, 1984,
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A

in gccordance with the MemonéndumwoﬁfUnderstgﬁding,;staFF will
acknowledge the spotice of proposed: Use of State Lands",

B gsa: - N/A.
 EXHIBITS: 4. Land Description.
g. Location Map. )
¢ . ‘Notice of Dgtehminaﬁion.
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ﬂoqo;able:Cordgn~K; Van ‘Vleck
‘Secretary for Rasdurces:

1416 Ninen Street
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" The Department of Water Resources, acting ds ‘lead agency, has decided to

fhe»ﬁongezuma Slough gqn;rob"§tﬁuccurc,and Acicess Road .arn A portion -of 2 Plan
of Protection for the Swisun Marsh, developed in résponsa<coADu¢isioh 1485 of
thé State Watéer Resources Control Board. The Plan of Proteetion will be izpla-
icbgci\i0~phases. The later phases ‘are indefinite .at this stime, and thaie
{uplementation will depind -on ithe resolutiod of a number of ‘issues and ‘cd the

e
L ]

wonitocring and evaluaticn of the carly phasés.

.construct the Montazuna Slough Control ‘Struycture and: Access -Road! and ‘has' madle
the following Determinations concerning thiat decision: |-

'1., Buildinz the coantrol structureé: and access road will be a key step toward
implementing the Suisun Marsh Plan of ‘Proteccion. o

2. The Montezuza Slough Control SttuctuTe and Access Roqd‘itseif'vi&l not *havs
a significant adverse effect on the #avironment.

'3, A progranm EIR vas prepared and certified for the Plan of Profectisn.
(* ‘pursuant Lo che -provisions .of the Califoraia Environoental Quality Act.

The Overall Plan of Protection wiﬁp have a significant cffect, on the
. eaviroam2nt, nazely the conversion of up to 437 acres .of marsh weclaads to
uplands and open wvater chanaels.

. .o
The Departmant has found that the décision to phase -imjilezentiation ol ¢

project tepresents & change in thg pioject that will subscaacially zict
the significant effect of -converting up to 437 acres of marshiland to
uplaads and open water chaanels. The wphasing will allow the habdicac
the vildlife populations ‘to adjust cto jacrycental changes befdre add
changes ate mada. Further, :he,yhgsing1grll {avolve nonitoring the ..
of -early phases and 'possibly altering /plads to lessen the quaatity of
parshland to be converted. The ?lan was develaped usiug‘a>ééﬁ5éfvativé
mathematical oodel of water flows and conditions in:cbp*ﬂarsh;‘ Tre.
wonitoring zay show that soza later phases of the Plan will nof bte needed
so that some of thé\p!znnéd‘cqns;rucﬁioa .and sarsh conversion (cas ‘b
elizminaced.

e . . 1

Specific nicigapiqnumeasurgs'arc~discuss¢d in: the Plan.of Protipetion But
vere.-aot .wade' 2 condition of the: -approvall of the Moatezuna Slowgh Coatroi
Structure qnd~£ccess~393dibecidse:

a. The Montezuza Sloughuggntrol‘Struc:uﬁcwwill‘hav¢ no signilf
on the eaviroazent. The concrol. sctria
measures amoag its design features s order té avoid any ¢
effecc;

M

b. The access road will not .cause 3 significann effect on 'the) environcz
and '

.
i

€. The Department has foudd .that it is infeasiblé, s a pact of the
decision to apprave the control structure and ‘access réad; 'té adede
specific alternatives or piciga;ioﬁ‘aeasures.:hac'yodld subsidatially
lessen the significant envi:oﬁmeﬁtgl~effecr\qftthe~Euture phisas ¢f the '
Plan of Protection. - Adopting aLterna:ive§,og‘mi&igaéion g2asufes is
made infeasible by timing problems. The Jepartrent dpes 0ot yel KG3w
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“ .

with certainty vhich featutres of the Plau i wtll inplésant or
form or design ehie choscn fedtucres’ will take. A8 a résuelt; predi
of the effects of those features are imprecise at thig tige, Mi

tion measures or',alts¥native: approaches. to lessen «the effects ca-xf
chosdii as’ part BE tiie: decxaxon. to xmplcnenc speéiltic faa:ures of ¢

Plaa that causé ‘the ﬂffecCs. At that time, the pro“ablc effe:Cs gan be
predxcted,:nre accurately and altctnatxves or nxtxﬂstxon teasura2s can
be chiosen iof taxlored to the Specxfxc effects. The Dopartmeqc w111
‘address speczfxc alternatives and’ nxtxzatxon crasuras when caking

deczszons on future ﬂhases of che ?lan of Proteccxon.

6. A statement offoverrrdiﬁg considerations was prepared for the Plan of
Protection. ‘

£

A -copy of the progrza EIR and" the record of p!OJect approval ody be exanmined.
whe Departoent's Central Rucords, Room‘d88 1&16 ‘Ninch Streét, Sacrazeato.

Date recsivndis fusraﬁiqng
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SUISUN HARSH PLAN OF PROTECTION
STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDLRATIONS

"¢ Although the project Plans call for a nuaber of measures te be h
| implerented to reduce the severity of the effects of coaverting -
‘marshlands to open water channels and upland habitat, the conver-

¢ 'l sion of up to 437 acres of marshlands woyid still be a signiflicant
° Tveffect of the project on the environment: % ,

¢

i g * i . ' N L
I The Department believes that theé environmental and other benefits
i of the project ar2 so great that the conversion of up to 437 ac:
“.of marshland as mitigated is an acceptable cost of proceeding with
> the project. The Plan of Protection and the construction and
soperation of its facilities are. designed to protect the brackish

nature of €54 Marsh, thus protecting the high biological ‘
oproductivity and che existing biological communities in ths Marsh,
. fu$§e~éonversion of up to 437 acres will .assure the long-term
. . ‘productivity of the remaining wetlands affected by the project,
. . approximately 45,000 acres. ' S ’

P [}

bTﬁ§5pgpartment balieves that the conversicn of up to 437 acwret
a small price to pay for baing able to protect the darsh in

° fesponse to Decision 1485 of the State Water Resourcks ‘Contfoy ™~

- Board while continuing to export water from the Delta for
agricultural, municipal, and industrial use in many parts of
State. The exports will enable the affected argzas to remain

" production, to continue their economic and social viability,

to contribute to the .economy of the State as a whole.

o

 Yf the State Water Project had to curtail its export of water frox
‘= the Delta, the project would have to curtajl its deliveries td tle

‘contracting water &istricts. The districts in turn wmould curtail
their deliveries to the water users. The districts that use waza?
‘ﬁgyments from the users tc pay the State under thelr contracts
would find their ravenues curtailed and could be unable ‘to maxe
‘their paymants under their vdntracts aid may be forced Lo default
.on the water districts' bonds.

If thé districts were unable to make payments under their water
contracts with the Statz, part of the funds. for paymentis en th
1State Water Project bonds would have to be ‘taken from the alrzaly
overburdened State Ceneral Fund, This would require either a
reduction in expenditures for othec State programs or 4 tax
increase, neither @f which is desirable. Dafaulting on the zoaZs
would cause severe/ disruption withina the districts. Other
governmental agencies would find that their cest of financing na2w
projects through honds would increase as investors would reagard
bonds in California as more risky and would invest in the .bon<s
“only if a higher interest rate were offered. Continuing the
exports will &woid defaults on. bonds and the severe financial
dislocations and fiscal difficulties that would follow.
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