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APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT OF A PROSPECTING PERMIZ- FOR

- MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES,
SAND AND GRAVEL, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

american Colloid Company

PERMITTEE:

P, 0. Box 2010

Belle Fourche, South Dakota 57717
AGENT: Myron R. purtsche

P. G. Box 4238
Lovell, Wyoming 82431

PROPOSED AUTHORIZATION:
amendment of & prospecting permit to prospect
for gold, silver, and other valuable minerals,
other than oil, gas, geothermal resources, sand
and gravel on approximately 668.10 acres of
1qnd, located in San Bernardino County.

AREA, TYPE OF LAND AND LOCATION:
gpproximately 668.10 acres of State school land
SBM,

described As Section 36, T18N, R9E,
san Bernardino Counid, 24 miles northeast of

Baker.

PREREQUISITE ITEMS:
Application. for amendment with statutory filing

fee has been submitted by Permittee.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
1. Preliminary results of the American Colloid

Company drilling program under mineral
prospecting permit PRC 6681 has indicated
the potential of a marketable clay
deposit. The Permittee desires to extract
a bulk sample of approximately 1000 cubic
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. L Ii(CONT'D)

yards for off-site Processing to determine
additional information concerning possible
value of the deposit. The proposed
operation will consist of excavating an
experimental pit approximately 100 feet
long, 50 feet wide and 25 feet deep. The
work will be performed

The pit will be filled
immediately following removal of the bulk
sample. Total estimated surface
disturbance is 0.1
excavated volume is
Access shall be along an existing light
duty road and dry wash. No new roads will
be constructed. -

STATUTORY aND OTHER REFERENCES:
A. P.R.C.: Div,. 6, Section 6891.

B. Cal. Adm. Code: Title 2, Section 2200.
AB 384: N/a.

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION:
1. Pursuant to the Commission's delegation of

authority and the State CEQA Guidelines
(14 Cal. adm. Code 15025), the staff has
incorporated the amended project
description and recirculate
review Negative Declaration ,
State Clearinghouse 83072508 pursuant to
the provisions of the CEQA. 4 copy of this
environmental document is attached as
Exhibit vwcgw,

Based upon the comments received in
response to the recirculated Negative
Declaration, additional mitigation measures
are being required. With inclusion of such
mitigation measures, there is no substantial

erfect on the environment
15074 (b)).
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CALENDAR YTEM NO.’C:li.(CONT'Q)

Pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6895, upon
establishing to the satisfaction of the
Commission that commercially valuable
deposits of minerals have been discovered-
within the limits of the permit, the
applicant would have a preferential-right
to a lease for a maximum of 668.10 acres
embraced within the permit. Said right
shall be subject to all necessary
environmental approvals. The amendment of
the permit shall not affect the discretion
of the Commission in granting or denying
such lease because of envireaméntal or
other considerations.

The staff contacted the Division of Mines
and Geology as to the applicability of the
Surface Mining and Reclamation Act to this
project. The staff was informed by the
Division that the Act is not applicable.

Pursuant to a request of the BLM, the
applicant has had an archeological study
performed for purposes of this project.
This study is on file in the offices of the
Commission and is incorporated herein hv
reference. The archeological field survey
r>vealed that no significant cultural

res. '~ces exist within the proposed access
road or in the vicinity of the proposed pit
area.

APPROVALS OBTAINED:

1. Pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6890, the
amendment application and form have been
approved by the Office of the-Attorney
General as to the compliance with the
applicable provisions of the law.

EXHIBITS: . Land Description.
Site Map.
Negative Peclaration.
fimendment of Prospecting Permit.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. €11 (CONT'D)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION ND 352, STATE
CLEARINGHOUS . 83072508, L
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CEQA AND
THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDEZRED THE
INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN.

DETERMINE T
INCORPORATI

U OIL, GAS, GEOTHERMAL
, EL_ON SECTION 36, Tia¥ R9E, SBM,
INDING COUNTY, CONTAINING APPRGXIMATELY
668.10 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS
OF THE PERMIT ARE TO REMAIN IN FUL{ FORCE AND EFFECT. :
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EXHIBIT “A"
LAND DESCRIPTION PRC 6&81.2
A parcel of California State school lands in San Bernardino County,
California, described as follows:

Section 36, T18N, RSE, S3M.

END OF DESCRIPTION

PREPARED MAY 9, 1984, BY B/INDARY AND TITLE UNIT, LEROY WEED, SUPERVISOR.

CALENDAR PAGE
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. OYAYE OF CALIFORNIA . . -
STATE LANDS COMMISSION *  EXECUTIVE OPRICE

Setromsontc, Colilornic 95814 1

Date: October 29, 1936
File Ref.: PRC 6681
83072508

SCH No.s

SUBJECT: Review of Negative Declaraticn. ?:ar:uant to Section 15073 of the State CEQA
Guidelines (2% Cal. Adm. Code) AMENDED

An appiication i3 curraatly being processed by the staff of the State Lands Commission
for the following described project:

Project Title: I!Mineral Prospecting Permit - Kingston Wash Area S
o O Project Proponent: Amezican Colloid Company

Project Location: M5 of MW of SW¢, Section 35, T.18 N., R.9 E., S.B.M., aoproximately
i3 miies northessterly of Siiver Lake, San Bernazdino County.

Project bescription: To excavaze an experimenial pit approximately 100 feet lomg, SO feet
wide, and 25 feet deep. The work will Be performed by two people, one operating a D=7
Caterpillar bulldozer, and the other a 621 Caterpillar self propelled scraper. The end
slopes of the pit will be cut on a 3/1 slope anG the aldes df the pit will be cut = &

- 1/1 slope. The bulk sampie of a maximum of 1,900 culic yarde will de Rauled off-aite AN

by truck. N& naw access romds will be constructed wnor will the axisting rosd be improve RS

for the proposed cperation.

A Kegative Declaration has been prepared for the project pursuant to the requirements of ‘
Section 13070 of the State CEQA Guidelines and 1z attached for your review, Your comments)\\%
are requcsied by _ Dacesber 1, 1956 + Please adiress your comments to the State Lands
Comaiszion office shown above, with attention to the undersigned. Should you have anv

o questions, ycu may call me at (916)322-7813. Ycur cooperation in this matter is greatly [EERNE
' apprecisted. N

ATTACHNENT : , 3 / e §-

3 5t FUKCSHIMA ‘

0 Division of Research &
Plamning

CALENDAR PAGE 45

MINUTE PAGE




File Ref.: EIR ND 352
SCH #83072508
PRC 6681

AMENDED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

American Colloid Company has applied to the State Lands
Commission for amendment of the project description for a
mineral prospectiag permit on State Tands in the Valjean Valley
of San Bernardine County. The land surrounding the State
section is contained within Wilderness Study Arez 222 except
for a Cherrystem Area surrounding the 13 mile dirt road whick
Joins Highway 127 near Silurian Dry Lake. American Colloid
Company currently possesses a mineral prospecting permit for
the drilling of a maximum of 225 hotes, four inches in
diameter, to a depth of 75 feet to prospect Tor a bentonite
mineral deposit. Subsequent work under the drilling program
has indicated the potential of a marketable clay deposit. The
Permittee now desires to extraet a bulk sampie for processing
to determine additional information concerning possible value
of the deposit. The proposed operation will consist of
excavating an experimental pit in the N 1/2 of the Nx 1/4 of
the SW 1/4 (see Section 36 map) approximately 100 feet lgong, 50
feet wide, and 25 feet deep.

The work will be performed by two people, one operating a D-7
Caterpillar bullidozer, and the other a 621 Caterpillar self
propellied scraper. The end slopes of the pit wiil be cut on a
3/1 slopeo(ls.s ) and the sides of the pit will he cut on a 1/1
slope (457). The bulk samplie of a maximum of 1,060 cubic yards
will be hauled off-site by truck.

The builk sample will be removed and the pit filled immediately
after sampiing. Experience from »ining on federal claims on
adjacent Section 26 has resulted in a 36 percent swell factor
from the material above the bentonite. The swell factor should
compensate for the sample removed allowing the pit to be
restored to near the originat ground contour. Total estimated
surface disturbance is approximately 0.1 acre. The maximum
excavated volume is 4,500 cubic yards.

Access to the subject property is along an existing 1ight duty
road that runs east from Highway 127 approximately i3 miles to
the western boundary of the subject property. The equipment
will travel from this access road to the proposed pit along a
dry wash. No new access roads will be constructed nor will the
existing road be improved for the proposed operations.

CALENDAR PAGE
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Mitigation measures incorporated into the proposad project
include the following:

1‘.

Access to the bulk Sample pit shall be along the existing
l1ight duty road which runs east -from Highway 127 to the
western boundary of the State section. Access to the
proposed pit shall be confiaed to the dry wash. Road
construction or road iaprovements are not permitted.

Tne Permittee shall remove and stockpile the upper one foot
of soil from the excavated area and respread the stockpiled
soil on the surface upon backfilling.

The Permittee shall backfill the bulk sampie pit as soon as
feasible upon extrzctien of the sample, and shall recontour
?he gr?und surface tos the natural topography to the extent
easible, -

Every effort shall be taken to avoid adverse impact to the
desert tortoise - a State protected species.

Diversion of the natural flow or thanges in the channel,
bed or banks of any river, stream, or lake will require
notification to the Bepartment of Fish and Game s called
Yor in the Fish and Game Code. This notification {with
fee) and the subsequent agreement must be completed prior
to inftiating any such changes. iotification should be
made after the project is gpproved by the Tead agency.

in the event thaz prehistoric/historic artifacts and/or
features of Native Amerfcan manufacture/origin are lscated
during ground disturbance, the local Native American
community shall be advised and censulted. -

If human remains are uneartned, all subsurface activity
shall be suspended up%il the corensr has examined the
remains, If the indumation/cremation is determined to be
of Native American origin the coroner shall inform the
Native American Heritage Commission who will assist in a
timely and dignified fashion in the protecticn and
pregervation of the burifal(s) ard 211 associated grave
goods.

To reduce wildlife mortaifty and mintmize the production of
;¥gitive dust, vehicle speed shall not exceed 25 m.p.h. on
rt roads.

Permittea shall contact staff at (213) 590-5201 two weeks
prior to commencing pit excavation.

~NDAR PAGE




The present permit is valid through July 31, 1987 and m v not
be extended.

The State Lands Commission 2dopted Negative
Declaration 352 (attachec) 1 project

suﬁrounding the project nor changes in the environment that
indicate that the pProposed action will have a significant
effect on the environ-ént. Therefore it is proposed that the
existing Hegative Declaration 352 {copy attached) remain valid
and be adopted for the amended project.
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EIR KD 352
. File Ref.z W 406325

- SCHE: 83uv32302
Project Title: iiineral Prospecting Permit — Kinpcton Wash freca

Project Proponcnt:  American Colloid Cospany

Projcct location: Secticn 35, T.13 t.,.R.9 E., S.B.l., anproximatcly 18 ailes
. portiacasterly of Silver lLake, San Bernmardino County.

Project Description: Explore for bhentonite Ly drilling up to 225 - 4" diaweter ’
holes to 75 foot depth and tazing a small sample from each .
hole befoze retilliag, using a 4-wacel drive truck wounsed N

- ©

. ”

Contact Person: 7ed Te Fulushizma Telephone: (916)322-7813  ° S

This locument is” pro pnrcd purspant to the requirements of the Califtrain o
Eavirvanont al Quality ;\Lt(Se tion 21000 ot seq., Public Resources L.cdo‘),
the State CLQA CGuidelines(Section 5000 ot sex 3. s, Title 14, Califoruia -
:}Jnlmstr.ltu'c Code}, and the State Lands Commission res:ul:ntmq:(*ac-.twn

. 29l et seq., Title 2, Califoraia Administrative. Code). _ e

»

Based uwpon the attached Initial Study, it has heen fenund that:

a

fx/ the project will not have 2 sipuificant effect on the envidronmens . >

[T mit tation measures sucluded in the preicct will avaid potentially
rentidticant cilects. s )

J’ftm 29 ;




File Bef.: ¥ 40374
SCHE: 83072508

“SOMMENTS RECEIVED ON INITIAL STUDY AND RESPONSE

Department of Transportation, District 8.

Comment:

“e.e2 Begatjve Declaration will be adequate for our purposes.”
{no specific comments) .

Response:
None required. » i

1

Regional Water Quality Control Board. Lah:ntan Region 6. . B

Comment:

“...we belicve that @ Negative Declaration wouwld be acceptable.”
(no specific comments) .

Resgonse: g .

None required.

Department of Conservation.

Comment:

"...the amount of surface disturbance of all S applications will
Pprodbably exceed the SHARA jimits for exemption,.." (1 acre)

Response: - .
The projected surface disturbance of all § applications will be
about .02 acre #nd thus does not exceed SMARA limits for exempticon.

<

-

Copment:
asprieal

Y.eothe anmount of surface disturbance can be kept to a minipun bv
using existing roads and trails vhenever possible, dry washes tvhem
possible for overluand travel hut 3igiting the number of bark cres- ¢
sings, and avoiding driving over larger plants as much as possible.

Response:

Article 24 (c) in the standard prospecting form states that the
"peraittee Shall conduct any operation...in such manner as te not
result in unressomable damage to sree and plant cover, ia soil
croszon or i degradation of waters...", |

EXD OF COMMINTS

-
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SCH¥ 83072508

File Ref.: W-40374 -
40378

INITIAL STUDY
INTRODUCTION

American Colloid Company has applied to the State Lands Com-
mission for five prospecting permits covering a total of

668 acres in Section 36, Township 18 North, Range 9 East,
SBBGM. The project site is located in the KingSton Wash
area, forty miles north-east of Baker, San Bernardino County.

The proposed project to explore for a deposit of bentonite
and other valuable minerals consists of drilling approximately
225 drill holes, 4 inches diameter by 75 feet deep to discover
and delineate a2ny possible crebody.

This initial Study consists of an environmental impact assess-
ment checklist, environmental information form responses and
maps. i

1

STATE LANDS COMMISSION
August, 1983
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2 1

STATS LANDS COMMISSION -
" Eile Ret.: W 5037440378

‘@NVIQGNMENT}'&L IMPACT ASSESSMENT- FORM — Part |

{To be completsd by appiicont) .
‘FORM 62.3(11/82)

A. GENERAL iNFORMATION

1. Name, adéeuss, snd telephone number:
»
8. Applicant b.  Contact person if cther than applicant:

-

Amsrican Colloid Company Mr. Jonathan L. Reid
. Hielsen & Senior

Skokie, I1linois 60077  _salt ke City. Urah  B4147 '

¢ 312 ,966-5720 " _( 801 ) 532-1900

2. a.  Project location: {Pleass refarence to nearest town or commumity and include county)
The project area is 663 acres of Section 36, Township 18 North, Range 9 East

This area lies approximately 24 niles northeast of Baker and can be reached by

traveling 21.4 miles north of Baker on Highway 127, then traveling ?ast 12.6

b, Aeoes, on & dirt road. 546-311-18

3. Existing zoning of project site: _DL=40 (Desert Living, 40-acre minimum subdivision)

Hone

4. Existing land use of project site:

5. Propossd use of site: Prospecting activities.

6. Other permits required: Home.

. PROJECT-DESCRIPTION Jc¢© Attachment .

For building construction projects, complete “ATTACHMENT A”.

For non-building construction.projacts: Dascribe fully, the proposed actifity, is purpose and intended use, .9 f5- propbsed
minesal prospecting permits, include the number of test holes, size.of holes, amouny: i i, fgximium
surface area of disturbance, holc-locations, depth of holes, etc. Attach plans or other drai

.

H




ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING See Attachment

Describe the project site as:it exists before the project, including information on topography, soil stability, plants snd animats,

and any cultural, historical, or scenic aspects. Describe any existing structures on the site; and the use of the structures,

Describe the surrouniding properties,
indicate the type of land use (reside

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

{(Attach acditional sheets 3% necessary)

. Will the project involve: . YES MAYBE
1. echangein existing fcatu}cs of any bays, tidelands, beaches, lakes, or hills, or substantial alteration ., , heeea D g ‘
of ground contours?

a change in scenie views or vistas from existing residential arass or public landsorrosds? .....,.... ceoes,

-

-

O
O
uignmcantmmmphntcrmimﬂlife?........................(..,........ém........ D

2, 0
3. achangeinmmm,m,mmramofﬂnammunofprokct?........................\,... D
a. (M
5.

s@irmtmudsdzﬁmu“‘imr?....O.........I........‘...-.‘0.'.".’....‘.'. ; A

_ ]
'

6 achanoeindmt.uh.mke.fm.orodorsinthevicinity?..‘......\.................‘..:...... O B
7

. 'adungc in ocesn, bay, lake,'stream, or.ground water quality or quantity, or alteration ........... cesee D
©of existing drainage pattermns? ‘

- - — o

'a_changehcxisﬁnynoiseofvi&aﬁonlm!sin'duwcinity?...................................

-

'cmsuucﬁmonﬁixedlmdorms!cpeofwurcch:f@‘rmoge?........-..{...........“.....’.....

tie or disporal of potentiatly hszardous materisle, such as toxic or radioactive .. . ... D I
substances, flamenables, or-explosives? .

0
0
0
0
0O
O

aninctease in foilis fue! consumption-{dectricity, oil, natural T cveccoes

Kl
a
3
adunge!ndemndformunicipclmvim(ﬁo!im.fire.wam.mge.m)? Sttt erectcetescrnnsanes D

O

~

a!atgerptoimouuriuofpro}ects?......‘.........................~...................

CERTIFICATION

-

I hisehy certify chat the statzments furnished above and in the sttached exhibiss préscat the deta and information
quired for this initial evaluation 10 the best of my abiiity, énd that the facts, statement;, and (nformation prosanited ave t
and correct to the best of knowiedge and balief.

v o ; Americap Cal2,id Company

Date:_é_ﬁgg_;;_ (383 ‘» ioned: . /i

Answer the following questions by placing » chack in the appropriate Tox, Discuss all iterns checked “yes” or “meybe”,

&

64

-

&l

L B

I

Do®

re.
ree .

CALENDAR PAGE 5 :
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Artachment 1

Eavironmental Impact Assessment Form - Part.I’

Form 69.3 (11/62).

B. Project Description

The proposed project will be an exploration program to evaluate the presence
sad extent of bentonite and other valuable clays on the project area. To sc-
com:lish this evaluation, approximately 225 four inch diameter holes will be
driiled to a maximum depth of 75 feet. Two four-wheel drive trucks, with
Parmanco cuger drills mounted on them will be used for this exploration.

At each driil site a pile covering approximately four square feet will vesult.
Once the hole is completed, a sample of approximately one pound of any mineral found
will be taken, and then the drill cuttings will be placed back into the hole.

A 2" X 4" numbered stake will be placed into the top of the hole to show its
location. The total amount of disturbance should be approximately 840 square
fect, or 0,02 acre. )

A survey crew, using a pickup, will survey in the drill stakes to tie them
to astablish corners. Once this surveying is completed, laboratory analysis
of the saiple will be conducted and maps of the hole location will be prepared.

- Ca Environwmental Setting

1. The project site is sparsely vegetated, high desert. It consists
of lowlsnds which are desert washes, and rock-covered uplands. The lowlands
have relative stable soil due to a covering of rocks -~ desert pavement - although.
the lowest areas are rearranged by runoff during and after precipitation events.

The soil on the uplands is interspersed among the rocks, and as such has-lictle
potential for erosion. Three vegetation transects were run on the area, yielding
the following averages: vegetative cover ~ 5.7%; litter - 0.8%Z; rocks - 52%;

and, bare ground - 36.4%. There are two types of trees that occur in the washes:
Desert catalpa (Chilopsis linearis), and Catclaw acacia {Acacia greggii).

The Acacia trees are frequently overrun by mistletoe (Phoradendron californmicum).
Several shrub types are present on the site. Among them are: Desert bolly
(Atriplex hymenelytra); Creosoté bush (Larrea divaricata); Bud sagebrush

(Artemesia spinescens); Rayless encelia (Encelia frutescens); and, Sticky-leaved
rabbitbrush (Chrysuthamnus viscidiflorus). Common forbs present on the sité are:
Desert trumpet (Eriogorium inflatum); Desert gold poppy (Eschscholtzia glyptosperma);
Wolly plantain (Plantago insularis); Scalebud (Anisocoma aculis); und, Mountain
jointfir (Ephedra viridis).

¢

Vezy little wildlife was observed- during the four days spent on the site. Several
small 1izards as well as one 12-inch long lizard were observed. Also, one
tarantula was observed. .

There are no known cultural, historical or scenic aspects on the site.
Tbere are no known existing structures oa the site.

CALENDAR PAGE
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2. The land surrounding the project site is very similar to that described
above in terms of plants, animals, cultural, historic or scenic aspects.

The only difference is that there is a trailer and somea outhuildings and somg
prospecting activity in Section 30 of Township 18 North, Range 10 East,
approximately one-half mile northeast of the northeast corner of this State
Section,

D. Eavironmental Impact Assessment

s It 1s possible that there will be a minimal increawe in dust on the site,
d&pending on the surface conditions at the tire of the operatisnn. However,

di® to the desert pavement rock cover this should be negligible. Additionally,
thire will be a slight increase in fumes on the site because three vehicles
wi’'} be operating there. :

8. ‘There will be a change in the existing noise on the site because three
gasojine-powered trucks and two gasoline-powered drilling units will be
cperiiting. Due to the remoteness of the site, disturbance shouvld be minimal.

12. There will be a slight increase in fossil fyel consuzption as-a, result of
this project because three gasoline-powered trucks and two 8asoline-powerad
drilling units will be utilized.

<

13. This application is one of five contiguous applications being requested = .

on this section of school land. All of ihe operations will be conducted at the
sime time,

-
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American Colloid Company

P. O. Box 2010, Belle Fourche, SD/57717
Application for Prospecting Permit W-40374
Kingstoa Springs Project '
TIBN ROE Section 36

Scale: 1" = 1,000 Contour Intervals 80'
Date: June 13, 1983
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Attachment 1

Environmental Information Form 59.2

1. Project and its Location.

American Colloid Company is referring to this project as the Kingston Springs
Project. The location is described on the General Data Form 54.2, the
Vicinity Map, and the Project Map attached to this application

2. Statement of Objectives Sought by the Proposed Project.

The objectives sought by this project are discovering and evaluating the extent
and nature of the mineral depcosit present on the site.

3. General Description of the Project.

The proposed project will be an exploration program to evaluate the presence
and extent of bentcnite and other valuable clays on the project area. To
accomplish this evaluation, approximately 225four-inch diameter holes will be
drilled to a maxfmum depth of 75 feet. Two 4-wheel drive trucks, with Parmanco
auger drills mounted on them, will be used for this exploration.

At each drill site & pile covering approximately four square feet will result.
Once the hole is complete a sawple, of approximately one pound, of any mineral
found will be trken, and then the drill cuttings will be placed back into the
hole. A 2" x.4" numbered stake will be placed into the top of the hole teo
show its location. The total amount of disturbance should be ap;roximately £4Q
square feet, or (.02 acre.

A survey crew, using a pickup, wiil survey in the drill stakes to ¢ie them to
egtablished section corners. Once this surveying is completed, laboratory
analysis of the samples will be done and maps of the hole locations will be -
prepared.

4. Description of the Knvirongéhtal Setting.

(a) The project area is a sparsely vegetated ds=ert area. Extensive study
has been done on the surrounding area by the Bureau of Land Management, and )
there are no known eavironmental resources that are rare or unique on the site
or immediately adjacent to it. The nearest area of environmental concern is
the Kingston Range, approximately 10 miles to thke north of the project site.
The only known related projects are the four other -contiguous prospecting
permit applications which have been submitted by American Colloid on the same
state section.

(b) There are a3 known previously certified water quality aspects for this
project. .

5. Assessment of Iampact.

The only project phase being considered at this time is that described in
Section 3 above. The inmpacts of this project are the posgible increase in dust
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due to three vehicles driving on the area and rotary auger drilling. This
impact should be minimal because of the rocky desert pavement covering the
area. There wiil also be a slight increase in fumes and noise which will
result from the vehicles bes g used on the site. Finally, there will be some
crushing of the surface portion of plants on thé site due to the vehicles
being driven off established roads.

6. Significant Environmentai Effects of the Project.

There should be no significant environmental éffects of the project. The dis-
turbance caused by the vehicles should be short term in that the entire
project will only take approximately one month to complete. No damage should
be done to the root systems of the crushed vegetation, and therefore plant
reccvery should be complete in a short period of time. There should be no
long term envircnmental impacts associated with this project. The drilling
crew will be from outside the arvea, and will be on site only during the month
of activity. Therefore, there will be no increase in population distribution
or concsatration. The rcad into the arzea will not be improved for this opera-~
tion, so thers should be no increase in human use of the land other than that
of the project itself. -

No ground water should be encountered on the site. However, if ground water
is encountered the drill hcle will be sealed in accordance with Department Af
Watex Resources Water Well Standards Bulletin No. 74. There should be fio im—
pazc on scenic quality othe. than the site of the trucks on the aresz during
the month of activity, and this impact should be minimal due to the remcte
nature of the site. ‘ '

7. Any Significant Envirommental Effects Which Cannot be Avoided if the
Proposal is Implemented.

There ghoull be no significant environmental effects that result from this
project being implemented.

8. Mitigation Measures Proposed to Minimize Significant Eavironmental
Effects.

As mentioned above, there should be no »ignificant environmental effects that
1esult from this project. .

9. Alternatives to the Proposed A.tion. i

The only alternative to the proposed project is no project. Due to the nature
of the mineral, alternate sites .for the project are not readily availsble. The
alternate of no project would rpsult in the mineral being shipped into the
state for distribution from other states, which would result in increased uge

of fossil fuels.

10. The Delationship Between Local Short-Term Uses of Man's Environment
and the Maintenance and Enhancement of Long~Term Produétivity.

There should be no cimulative or long term effects of the proposed project which
adversely affect the state of the environment. Tuis project will not narrow
the range of beneficial uses of thé environment or pose long teras risis to

.
P
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heaith or safety. The proposed project is justifiable now because it will
offer an opportunity to reduce fossil fuel consumption now necessary because
of long shipping distances for the product.

11. Aay Significan: Irreversible Environmental Changes Which Would be
Involved in the Proposed Action Should it be Implemented.

There will be no significan: irreversible environmental changes because of the
proposed project other than a small amount of gasoline will be uged to operate
the vehicles needed for the project. No improvement of roads into the grea is
planned, 20 no new access for public use will be provided. The minerals
sought are non-toxic and non-hazardous, so there is no environmental danger
asgociated with accidents.

12. The Growth-Inducing Impact of the Proposed Action.

s project will not foster economic or population growth directly. No people
will be moved permanently to the area for this project. Indirectly, there will
be a vezry small amount of econcnic growth for one month in Baker, Californis
due to a slightly increased use of motels, gas stations, and restaurants by the
crew involved Ja this operation.

13. Energy Conservation.

Very little energy will be uzilized for this operation. No alternatives were
considered tecause of the insignificant resource use involved.

14. Organizations and Persons Contacted.

A meeting was held on March 17, 1983 with Mr. David Eslinger and Mr. Peter
Ertmen of the Bureau of Land Management in Riverside, California concerning
the surrounding federal land. A meeting was also held, on March 18, 1983,
with Mr. AI Willard, Mr. Alex Gonzales, and Mr. Jim Hart of the State Lands
Commigsion, at their office in Long Beach, concerning the filing of this ap-
plication.
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STATE LANDS COMMISSION

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST — PART NI -
60"“ 13,20 (7/62) -~ File Ref,:

W 40374
#0508,

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A. Applicant; _ American Colloid Company
_ 5100 suffjeld Court _ _
Skokie, Illinois 60077

— e e -

Checklist Date: ‘AUg/ 12 11933
Contact Person: Alexander E. Gonzalez, State Lands Commission
Talephone: { 213 ) 590-5201

Purpose: Prospect for bentonite clays or other valuable minerals.

b W an - e m—— e s O S—

- - - i —— —— —— D S>30 W 0 PD N o

Location: . _Section 36, Township 18 North, Range 9 East, SBB&M

_ Approximately 40 miies Northeast of Baker, San Bernardino County i
Oescription:  Drill 225 exploratory holes, four inch diameter by 75 feet 3
o ge ep to obtain samples to discover and delineate any possible
orebody - see attached project description. , .
‘ntacted: _ O
See attached mailing 13st:_

*a

H, ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Explain ail “'yes” and “maybe’ snswers)
A. Earth. Will the proposal result in:
1. Unstables earth conditions or changes in geologicsubstructures? . . . .. ... cccvetvoroassroccncns
2. Disruptions, displacaments, comjaction, or overcovcripg Ofthesoil?. . .o ncveveveerocconancas o

3. Change ir topography or grounditurfece relief fegtures? . .. .. ..o v ciiiiiineecniieteaann

4. The destruction, covering, or modific: tion of any unique geologic or physical festures? . .. ...........

OO0®R0 §

0000 §
DREOR #

5. Anyincreminwindorwatcrerosionofsoils,eithcfanoroﬂ:hcsite?.. tesceseevesccseseasueny

€. Changes in deposition or erosion of beach sands, or changes in siltation, depasition or erosion which may
modify tha channe! of a river or stream or the hed of the scean or any bay, inlet, or“l‘ﬁ! e e T———

$
i

>
Jo—ci

I.I:N
7. Exposure of all pecople or property to geologic hazards such as eanhquakes, !andihd "‘&ﬁé&‘ m—mu
failure, or similar hazards? alNUTEPAGE. .o

e T—




-fer. Wil the Propasal result 1n

7. Substantial aip emmussions o rdetorioration of ambient air quality?
2. THe creation of abjectionable odors?, | .

3. Alteraticn of air movement, moisture or

Water. Witi the proposal result in:

$. drainage patterns, or the rate ang amount of surface watar runoff?, ... ...
3. Alterations 10 the course or flow of flood waters? . ..
4. Change in the #mount of surface water in any wa

5. Discharge :‘mp surface wvaters, ¢t in any alteration of surface water quality, including but not limited to
temperature, dissolved €xygen or turbidity? e

6. Alteraticn of the direct on or rate of flow of ( ceteenaa.

7. Change in the quantity of ground waters, either through direct additions o withdrawals, or through inter-
captionofmaqufferbycusorucavatio .

facpublicmtersupp!ies? et erceenn..
-'dssudnsﬂoodingortidalwam?.. Ceetenean..
, flow or chemicas contant of surface therma) sorings?. . ... ... .. .

B3R ®mm

= =

:W,
[

D. Piane Life. Wil the Dropasal result in:

1. Change in.the diversity of spacies, or number of an
and aquatic plants)?, .. .

o
faka

Ll K
L1 k.

4. Reduction in dcreage of anv agriculzural ciop?
E. Animal Life, wint the proposal resuit in: .

1. Change in the diversity of species, or numbers of any species of animals {oirds, land animals including
reptiles, fish and shellfish, benthic organisms, or insscte)?

2, Reduction of the num

enimals?
4. Detericration 1o existing fish or wildlifa habitar?, .
Noise. Will the Proposal result in:
1. lncrcminex:’stmgnoisemels?. R R R
2. Exposure of People 1o severe noise levels?
Light end Glare, Will-the Proposal-result in:
1. The production of naw light or glare? . creeia.
lend Use. will the proposal result in:
1. A substantial alteration of the present or planned land use ofanarea?. .. ... oo
Neturel Resources, Will the proposal resury in: '
1. Incresse in the rate of use of any natura resources?
2. Substantial depletion of any nonrenewable reso
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Risk of Upset, Dcos the proposal Jesult in: Yf' Maybe No

1. A risk of an explosion or the release of hazardous substances (including, but not limited 10, oil, pesticides,
chemicals, orndnanon)mmemntohnaccu"\to:upseteondmom? fes e teerteciaccacanon e D D [:I

2. Possible interference with emergency response plan or an-emergency evacuation Plan?. ... ..., D D m
Populaiion. Wit} the proposal result in:

1. The alreration, distributicn, density, or growth rate of the human population of theares? ........ cene D D @
Housing. Will the proposat result in: i

1. Affecting existing housing, or creste a demand for.additional housing? .. ................... oo

O
]
21

Transportation|Circulation. Will the proposal resuit in:

1.Generationofsmstantialadditiona!vthiwltrmoveme'at?..............................,'...
2. Affectmgex:mngparkmgfammm cr create a demand for new parking?.
3. Substanuahmpactuponexmmgmmmuonsym?............................
4, Alterahomtopmsmtpttunuofarwlnlmormovennntofpoeplcandlorgoods? teretecnannee e
S. A!terat(omtowzterbom.ml,orurmfﬂc?..,...,....................................
A, lncmneintnfﬁchutdsLomotorvehiclu,bicyclist;,wmdstrim?.........................

Faoie Sen!ccx. Wili the Proposal have an effsct upon, or rasuit in 2 need for new or.altered governments!
services in any of the following areas:

L0000
Kinnininis
HRREEE

1. Fxraprotection?............<...................,.............,..A.............

1
.

0 oo DDDDDD 00 DIDBDD

.-..--.--.a-q--.a.o...--.-o--o-.-..-oo-o.x-oo.o.ocooonp--..oo.cooo-

4. Pafksandaxherrecreniondfadlitic?..A................................-............
5. Maintemnaofpubxgefacniﬁas,includingmds?......................................;..
6. Othergovcmmmwservms?..
Energy. Will:the proposal result in:

1. Useofsubstanmlanovntsoffuelorenergy?..........................................
2. Substantial increase in demand upoi existing sources of energy, or require the development of newsources? .
Utilisies. Wil the proposal result in a nsed for new systams, or substantial alterations to the following utilities: .

-

G.Solidwamanddispow?.......................................................

Human Healti. Will the proposal result in:

1. Creation of any health haza:d or potential health hozard (exciuding mental heslth)? tecesseecan

2, cxposmofpeopietopctenmlhea'thhnzards? R T

Aesihetics. Will the proposal result in: ) -

1. The obstruction of any scenic vista or view open to the public, or will the proposai result in.the creation of
anaesd:enca!lvoffensweszuomtopublicvicw? R R

H AN HERENE HE REBARR
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Recreation. Will the proposs! result ir: —

1. An impact upon the quality or quantity of existing recreational opportunities? :t, ALENDARPAGE- - - -
INUTE PAGE




Cultural Resonrces,

structure, or object?. . . . .

3. Does the i

4, Wit
Mandatory Findings of Significance.

i. Does the projent have the potential to degrade the quatity of the environment, reduce the habitat of 3 fish or
wildlife species, cause 3 fish or wildlife population to drop below selfsustaining levais, threaten to elinvinrte
3 plant or anima! community, reduce the numbe @ rare or endangered plant or
anima! or eliminate import i -California hi e ni e

environmiental

project have impacts which are individually limited, but cumulatvely considerable? . . . .. . .. D D: @
4. Does the project haye environmenta! effacts which will cause substantial
eztherdirecttvorindir’actfy?.......................... 00ox

l1l. DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION /Sce Comments Attached)

See attached Project Description, Y)iscvss of Environmental Evaluation,

IV. PRELIVMINARY DETERMINAT'ON
On the basis of this initial evaluztion: -
] tl”ﬁnd the proposed project COULD MOT kave a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will
) prepared,

D | find<that altiouch the Proposad project could have a significant eflec? on the;environmmt, there will not be a significant etfect
in this case becaisse the mitigation measures descrived on an attached shest have been added 1o the project. A NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

Yy A
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SCH# 83072508
File Ref.: H-4037% -

-—

DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION

Local disruption and compaction of soil will occur in the
immediate vicinity of the drill sites and in traveling
cross country by the 4-wheel drive trucks.

Some increase of wind and water erosion of any soil ex-
posed at drill sites on hillsides will occur during rain
or windstorms.

Temporary dust emissions may occur during drilling or
travel across soft dry terrain.

The operating drill trucks and service vehicle activities
will temporarily increase the existing noise levels in
the relatively quiet desert environment.
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EXHIBIT "p"

AMENDMENT TO EXHIBIT “A“
OF PRGSPECTING PERMIT PRC 6681.2

The prospecting activities permitted under this permit shall be
those described in the “Amended Negative Declaration® EIR ND
352, SCH# 82072508 issued for the amendment of this permit, in
2ddition to those prospecting activities described in Exhibit
of the permit.

.A'

The mitigation measures applicable to these additional
prospecting activities consist of the following:

1.

Access to the bulk sample pit shall be along the
existing Tight duty road which runs east from Highway

127

to the western boundary of the State sectijon.

Access “o the proposed pit shall be confined to the

dry
not

The
one
the

The

wash. Road construction or road improvements are
permitted.

Permittee shall remove and stockpile the upper
foot of soil from the excavated drea and respread
stockpiled soil on the surface upon Dackfilling.

Permittee shall backfill the bulk sample pit as

soon as feasible upon extraction of the sample, and
shall recontour the ground surface to the natural
topography to the extent feasible.

Prior to commencing operations, Permittee shall
inspect the proposed bulk sample pit area and access
roads tc determine if burrowing animals are present
and would be adversely affected. If potential
impacts could occur, the bulk sample pit and access
shall be located where burrows and wildlife would not
be adversely affected. The project operatoer should
specifically avoid burrowing areas of the desert
tortoise-a State protected species.

Prior to commencing pit excavation, Permittee shall

pla

S

ce a lath and fine mesh chicken wire fence a

minimum of 2 feet high adjacent to both sides of the

100

foot length of the pit to prevent desert torteise

entry.




Diversion of the naztural flow or changei in the
channel, bed or banks of any river, strean; sr Jake
will require notification to the Departmant oF Fisgh
and Game as called for in the Fish end Sawe Code.
This notification (with fee) and thy subsequant
agreement must be completed prier te inittating any
such changes. Notification sheuld be made after the
project is approved by the 1s2ad agency.

In the event that prehistoric/historic artifaces
and/or features of Native American
manufacture/origin are located during ground
disturbance, the local Native American. community
shalY be advised and consulted.

If human remains are unedrthed, &11 subsurface
activity shall be suspended unts] the coroner has
examined the remains, If the inhuuition/crenation is
determined to be of Native American oriqin the
coroner shall inform the Native Arerican Heritage
Commission who will assfst in a timely and dignified
fashion in the protection and preservation of the
burial(s) and all associated grave goods.

¢ of potential
are uncovered during the project, work

shall be stopped and an archeologist consulted.

To reduce wildlife mortality and minimize the
production of fugitive dust, vehicle speed shall not
exceed 25 mph on dirt roads.

Upon completion of prespecting, all motor vehicle

ed out by hand for 100 feet

int where the access route in the
dry wash deviates from the existing light duty road.

Permittee shall contact staff at (213) 590-5201 two
weeks prior to commencing pit excavation.




This amendment shall be effective from and after February
1, 1987 and shall prevail over any other provisions of
this permit which are contrary or jnconsistent with the
provisions hereof..

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
STATE LANDS COMMISSION

W W. THOMPSON, Chief
Extractive Development Program

PERHITTEE
BY:

iadress'

Tity and State

Approved as to form:

JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP
Attorney General, State of Catifornia

13
-
”

deputy ATtorney General
ROBERT G COLLINS
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