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ON PHASE OF A LEASE FOR MINERALS
OTHER HYDROCARBONS. AND

APPROVAL OF EXPLORATI
o
SIERRA COUNTY'

THER THAN OIL. GAS,
GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES .

calendar Item 33, attachedl was pulled from the agenda prior to

the meeting.

calendar Item 33.

Attachment:
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CALENDAR ITEM

33 10/21/87
W 10526
Pelka

QPPROVAL OF EXPLORATION PHASE OF A LEASE FOR MINERALS
OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, OTHER HYDROCARBONS
AND GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES

STERRA COUNTY

APPLICANT Hecla Mining Company
6500 Mineral Drive, BoX c-8000
Coeur d'Alene, Idahe 83814-1931

Gene E. Ealy

Hecla Mining Company

6500 Mineral Drive, Box C-80GQ0
Coeur d'nlene, Idaho 83814~-1931

PROPOSED' AUTHORIZATION:
Approval of exploration phase of a lease far
minerals other than 0il, gas, other
hydrocarbens and geothermal resources on 80
acres of land, more .or less, located in Sierra
County.

CONSIDERATION:

Filing fee of $25, processing fee of $250 and
an acreage deposit of $80. ‘

TYPE OF LAND ANT LOCATION: )
State Fish and Game proprietary'lands located
within the Ahtelope Valley wildlife area and
further descrided as follows::

parcel I: SW 1/4 of SW 1/4, Sec. 2Z,
T21M, R15E, MDM, Sierra County.

Parcel 2; NV 1/4 of NW 1/4, Sec. 27,
' T21N, R15E, MDM, Sierra County.

(REVISED 10/12/87)
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 33, (CONT'D)

Parcels are located approximately three ka)
miles southwest of. Loyalton.

PROPOSED PROJELT:

This project shall be in two phases. First
phase involves exploration. This will entail a
limited amount of core-drilling and minimal
disturbance of the surface. The second phase
would involve full—-field mining and
development. The approual of this lease by the
Commission at +this time shall constitute
approval of only the exploration phase of the
project as provided for in the lease.

In the exploration phase, Hecla shall determine
whether deposits of precious metals are present
in the lease area by drllllng 13 holes with a
track mounted reverse air circulation rig, %
1/8 inches in diameter to.-a maximum depth of
200 feet. Approximately 1/2 cubic foot of
drill cuttings will be retained at five-foot
intervals for off-site assaying. Drill -holes
shall be promptly abandoned upon completion of
drilling. Drill sites shall be scarified and
reseeded,

The Department of Fish and Gamé has found this
drilling to be not incompatible with wildlife
management objectives. The Department will
issue a permit to that effect. This lease
shall be effective chly after the nermlt has
been dissued.

8]
The second phase of this project con51sts of a
fully deueloped mining operation. Because such
activity is incompatible with wildli%e
management objectives, it shall be done only
after legislative authorization: has been
obtained and there has beeén full compliance
with the California Enunronmental Quality Act.

If statutory authority is not obtained on or
before January 2, 1990, then this lease shall

E terminate as of that date. It is undérstood

that neither the existence of this lease, nor

(REVISED 10/19/87) -2-
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CALENDAR ITEM NOo. 33 (conT'D)

* any reliance by lessee on this lease, shall
affect the discretion of the State in approving
or not approving the necessary iegislation
which would provide statutory authority
allowing mining and other developmerit on the
leasé area. If statutory authority is
obtained, such mining and other development
shall not be allowed unless and until: (1)
this liase is amended such that it is
consistent with such statutory authority; (2)
all necessary public agency, environmehtal
approvals of such mining and other. development
are obtained; and (3) the State Lands
Commission and Department of Fish and Game,
upon consideration of the environmental
documentation prepared for such mining and
other development, determine that such mining
and other development on the lease area would
be in the best interest of the State. If the
parties are unable to agree upon the terms of
such: aménded lease, or if all necessary
environmental approvals are not vobtained on or
before January 2, 1992 then this lease shall
terminate as of that date. It is uriderstood
that neither the existence of this lease, nor
any reliance by léssee upon this lease shall in
any way affect the discretion ¢f the State
Lands Cemmission or any other public agency in
giving, or denying, the rnecessary enviromental
approvals. It is further understood that
neither the existence of this lease, nor any
reliance by lessee upon this lease, shall in
any way affect the discretion of the State
Lands Commission or the Department of Fish and
Game in approving or notwapprougng any
amendments to this lease or in determining
whether mining or other development of ihe

lease area would be in the hest interest of the
State.

Roualty payable under the lease is ten Percent
of the gross value of all mineral production
from the leased lands less charges made or
incurred with respect to transporting or
proc¢essing the State's royalty share of
production.




CALENDAR ITEM NO. 33 (CONT'D)

Prior to the deveziopment phase, Heéla also
agrees to convey to the Department of Fish and
Game up to 80 acres of nearby lands on an
acre-for-acre basis in mitigation for
disturbance of the lands.

SURFACE DISTURBANCE:

RECLAMATION;

(REVISED 10/19/87)

During the exploration phase, &access to drill
sites will be attained by an existing old
logging road and by off road travel. No new
road constructiofi will be permitted. Surface
disturbancs is estimated to be approximately 80
square feet pér drill site or a total of 0.02
acre for all 13 holes. The maximum anticipated

excavated volume if all 13 holés are drilled to

a depth of 200 feet will be approximately 9
cubic yards.

On June 25 and 26, 1987, &an archeological field
survey of the project area was conducted by
Roger H. Werner. No significant cultural
resources were located within the project

area. A copy of this archeological field
survey is on file in the Long Beach. office of
the State Lands Commission.

Drill holes shall be abandoned as follows:

Upon abandonment, approximately five feet of
surface casing requ1red for drilling will be
remcved. ©Drill holes which do not encounter
water shall be backfilled by replacement of
drill cuttings into the hole. Drill holes
which encounter water shall be abandoned in
accordance with California Department of Water
Resources Water Well Standards. ZImpervious
sealing material is restricted to the use of
bentonite clay only. Mixing of this bentonite
clay is restricted to portable tanks or troughs
only. No mud pits may be excavated. The top
five feet of holes which are abandoned using
bentonite clay shall be filled with drill
cuttings so as to blend with the existing

soil. Drill cuttings which are not utilized in

‘backfilling operations shall be promptly.

removed from the State parcel.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 38 (CONT'D)

To reduce impacts to recreational activities
and deer resources, drilling activities during
the exploration phase shall bé restricted to
-the following time periods:

A. May 15 through August 10.

B. October 5 until deer migration occurs as

determined by the Department of Fish and
Ganme .. )

These dates may vary depending on daer
migration and are subject to change by the
Department of Fish and Game.

PREREQUISITE ITEMS:
1. Required statutory filing fee, expemnse
deposit and acreage deposit have been
submitted by the Applicant.

Subject parcel is not knocwn to contain a
commercially valuable deposit of minerals.

AB 884: 11/18/87.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

1. Pursuant to the Commission's delegation of
authority and the State CEQR Guidelines
(14 cal. Adm. Code 15025), the staff has
prepared and circulated for public review a
proposed Negative Declaration identified a3
EIR ND 420, State Clearinghouse 87052507,
pursuant to the provisions of the CEQA. fA
copy of this environmental document is
attached as Exhibit "C". »

Based upon the initial study, the proposed
Negative Declaration, and the .comments
received in response thereto, there is no
substantial evidence that the exploration
phase of the project will have a
significant effect on the environment

(14 Ccal. Adm. Code 15074[b])..
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CALENDAR ITEM NO.933  (CONT'D)

The lease shail provide for a performance
bond or other security device &f $10,000 in
favor of the State. This amount may be
increased at the discretion of the
Commission prior to the development phase

QPPROURLS OBTAINED:

The subject .application and terms of the lease
| * have been approved by the Office of the
Attorney General as to compliance with the
app11cable provisions of the law with the
understanding that; (1) the-final legal form of
the lease shall be approved by the Office of
the Attorney General; and (2) the lease shall
not be issued until the Department of Fish and
Game executes a permit consistent with. the
provisions of Title 14 of CAC Section 550.
EXHIBITS: A. Land Description.
B. Site Map.
~ C. Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION ND 420, STATE :
CLEARINGHOUSE 87052507, WAS PREPARED FOR THE EXPLORQTIONfu
PHASE THIS PROJECT PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CESE -
AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND: CONSIDERED THE-—
INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN, =

DETERMINE THAT THE EXPLORATION PHASE OF THE PROJECT, ﬂ$5

DESCRIBED IN THE LEASE, WILL NOT HAVE A STGNIFICANT EF‘ W
ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

- -“."‘. =

AUTHORIZE THE EXPLORATION PHASE OF THIS PROJECT AND THE .
ISSUANCE OF A LEASE FOR MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS, OFnAtR
“HYDROCARBONS AND GEQTHERMAL RESOURCES. TO HECLA MINING—- -
COMPANY FOR A TERM OF 20 YEARS, ON (1) SWi/4 OF SW1/4 OF -
SECTION 22, T21IN, R15E, MDM; SIERRA; COUNTY; (II) NW1/4 OF
NW1/4 OF SECTION 27, T21N, R15E, MDM, SIERRA COUNTY, z
CONTAIMING QPPROXIMHTELY 80 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; IM._.*:;;EV
ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS SET FORTH IN THI?'?&SSWDH%?TTEH:
AND THE STANDARD FORM OF LEASE. ROYALTY Pﬁ“ﬁSLF SHALL BE
TEN PERCENT OF THE GROSS UQLUE OF ALL MINL RP*’PRODUCTION
FROM ‘THE LEASED LANDS LESS CHARGES MADE OR IuyuR?ED WITH

(REVISED 10/19/87)
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CALENDAR ITEM NO- 33 (CONT'D)

RESPECT TO TRANSPORTING OR PROCESSING THE STATE'S RQXQLTY’~

SHARE OF PRODUCTION. SAID AUTHORIZATION IS CONTINGENT UPON

ISSUANCE OF FERMIT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME | |
PURSUANT TO 14 CAC 55C. IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS
AUTHORIZATION DOES NOT AFFECT THE DISCRETION OF THE STATE
IN APPROVING OR NOT APPROVING THE DEVELOPMENT PHASE OF THIS
PRGJIECT. . )

1} r . "
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EXHIBIT "A"

‘LAND DESCRI?TION W 40526

erra County. califoznia,

s of gtate-owned jand in Si
follows: ‘
¢ sa 1/a of section 2Z. and the NW 1/4 of
n 27, T21N, R1SE. MDM.

Two parcel
described as

The SW 1/4 ©
nw 1/4 of sectlo

¥ND. OF Dzscazpwlom

1987, BY BIU 1.

PREPARED AUGUST 17,

0550b
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA STATE LANDS CQ’_A_MISSION

STATE LANDS COMMISSION

1807 13TH STREET
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 9c814

PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

zsz‘Rb'~~42ﬂ" :
File Ref.: W 40526.

: " scuts 87052507
| . . v -

- Project Title: Mineral Prospecting Permit - Antelope valiey Area o . i

Project Propoaent: Hecla Mining Company .
Projeit Location: SW: of SWk, Section 22, NWk of MWk, Section 27, T.21 N., R.15 E.5 .
1.D.M., approximately 3 miles southwesterly of Loyalton, Sierra
County. - . . . . ; .
—Project Description: Prospecting for precious metals and other valuable minerals by
drilling 13 holes, 4-1/8 jnches in diameter to a maximum depth
of 200 feet with a track -mounted reverse air circulation rig.
Approximately s cubic foot of drill cutiings wiil be retained
at five foot intervais for off-site assaying. prill holes Will. .
be properly abandoned. Drill sites wiil be scarified and seaded.

VIR

Comtact Person: TED T. FUKUSHIMA o " Telephone: {31

s

‘This document is prepared pursuant to the reqixif,emen:g of the C‘iﬁf‘oini;\:'ﬁn&rbqpedntai Q}:q,lit - :

Act (Section 21000 et seq., Public Resources. Code), the State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15000 .

et seq., Title 14, California Administrative Code), and the State Lands Commission regulation g .

(Section 2901 et 32q., Title 2, palifomia Administrative ‘Code) < o -

Baged upon the attached Initial Study, it has been found that:
_{:7 ¢he project will not have a significant effect on the environment.

) 1
5_7 mitigation measures included in thé project will avoid potcitially significont effects.
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File Ref.: W 40526
~SCH#*87052507

MITIGATION MEASURES

Proposed for Incorporation 1imnto the Project Description
- :

Access to the thirteen drillsites shall be confined to
existing dirt roads and trails to the maximum extent
feasible. Off road travel is to be restrained to the
minimum required. No new road construction is permitted.

To minimize the production of fugitive dust, all véhicle
speed shall not exceed 20 mph. .

Permittee shall perform all activities so as to minimize
impact on vegetation. HNo trees may be removed.

Upon completion of prospecting activities, all equipment
and refuse will be promptly refmoved from the site. L

all drill pads or areas disturbeéd by drilling activities
shall be secarified and seeded by hand-broadcasting. The
ssed mixture type may be either that provided by the U.S.
Forest Service for use in the area or be in accordance
with the "Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for

Developing Areas of the Sierras”.

Driliholes which do not encounter water shall be
backfilled by replacement of drill cuttings into the
hole. Drillholes which encounter water shall be
abandoned in accordance with California .Department of
Water Resources Water Well Standards. Impervious sealing
material is restricted to the use of bentcnite clay only.
Mixing of this bentonite. clay is restricted to portable
tanks or troughs only. No mud pits may be excavated.

The top five feet of holes which are abandoned using
bentonite clay shall be filled with drill cuttings so as
to blend with thé existing soil. Drill cuttings which
are not utilized in backfilling operations shall be
promptly removed from the.-State parcel.

CALENDAR PAGE a
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Prosbeqt;ng activities shall be restricted to the
following time period:

A. May 15 through August 10. \

B, October 5 until deer migration occurs as determined
by the Department of Fish and Game.

These dates may vary. depending on deer migration and are

subject to change by the Department of- Fish and Game.
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RESPONSE

June 26, 18R7

%

MINOTEPAGE

CALENDAR PAGE

Ftata Lands Crmyieston

8% Meay Breadvay, Suite 528
‘enpsBeagh, Californts 90801.

¥

Agenz, B, J, Evertten
o Suhjeess Respensai Flle Reft U 40526

Diar Hr. Fveriien: -

o Htecla Mintng Company helieves a Wegative Dectaratfon (D) would be q Coreent noted.
d Hl.mmm:n-m.s.n far this project, Dridliag of (this vature has. heen ruccessfully
- mams.-n.i ard reclained on nearhy-preparty with nininsl distughance.

¢ * Stncerely,
) Z,Mf.
Rreat :—:..carr?c
Praject Managar

F “w .a Am i i .y -
€500 Wonpiat Drve « Box G000 » Cotur €'AJene. Iaho 830141831 « (200 769 4100 « YELEX 326478

3 ‘




LETTER
" SIERRA COUNTY

-??ll.ill-rl“n«m.ﬂ!.'l
] 1ER fams W20 '
[Treesr A W.OSTEVL T )
oo 2v 8250

RESPONSES

July 7, 1S

CALENDAR PAGE

state of Catifornia
Lanés Coomission

24% Mest Broadviy, Suite 425 d theola Sining Cozpang is reatefoted Lo duly thore neet it ter derart ot

‘Long Beach; CA 90002 : profect deeseinl loa 21thin this Frapored Umeattve ?...—,.Mw»..—.x... “poapnl.e

Fite: Hecla Mining produstics of wolre, niteration of slrens Yedo, Wee nf =2 Aeanized Ao e
Atta: Be. 0. J. Ercriits {M-40526) eutparat; on-aiie. Mel atorge and canplnc I8 oL perefitel.
Assistance Chief

_Dogr W, Cveritts:

e B211] st L ~enmirea meter o™ i,

2 toe nits At fon teasure meder b

3 W appiteatiie.
“Ihis wil} acknowledge. recefppt of your June 19, 1987 request for comacnts on !

an iInftial stedy regarding an application of Hecla Mining Company for 3 min- 4 tee mitialion meisure male 5.
cral prospecting pernit on State Fish and Game proprietary Jands located in s
Aateloge Valley, Sterra County. “ trior to fuitinting cxploratory activitien, fiecla itiniz: Coapiny el “uents.
- : , il snntatn ntdd relenced hy the «..u»“«. s bond ar nlteraite P L TR K
First, you should bE adviscd that the Sterrs County Flanning Comission, on aeeptal 1o 1o e Clab: {n the umowat ol Flo,0m,

Jaty 16, 1986, tssved 2 $pecisl-tse Parmit Lo tlecta Hining Company ta atlow ' .

drifiing of seven (1) angle reverse circulation holes to & depth of 200 feot © tra vhart nie or the el trornhin Boverivent @° ¥iey o ¢ ool teb
Jn order to0 ascertsin the ure-psiantial of the eastern slopes.of Antelope reseues el T
Yalley. This Sppiied only:te:5 forty {40} acre parcel-(APM 16-060-013 of

privete property. . .

-

“e. oGy ynderstand that Hecls Hining Company IS proposing 8 similar- program

on State Fish and Gawé Lands which consists of thirtesn (13) eaploratory holes.
Your request for coments is therefore confined: to-this exploratory progrom
and not further or subsequent sovelopment of private, State Fish and Game, oOF
governmentdl lands,

The Board of Superylsors, during its regular wmeeting of July 7, 1987, consider-
©d the conteat of. your-June 19, 7987 packet and takes the position that mitiga-

tion andfor conditions of any permit granted by your agency contain the
following:

1. The operator shall-conform to those exploratory sinin activities
describes within the submitted Special Use Permit Application, This
includes no new road construction, noise and dust to be mininized, no
tiee removaly no alteration of stream beds, no mechanized dozer cquip-
ment, no on-site fuel storage, no camping or on-site occupancy. Any
deviation from the proposed drilling operation plans shall be subject
to Staff reviaw.

Lyon cospletion of the exploratovy progris, all equipment and refuse
i3} be -gemoved from the property.

e
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LETTER (Cont.)

e, D. & Everites
Juty 7, 1987
Page Two

R t

3., 'ipoh completion of the 1936 operation, the temporary accz.<-rodd that
wis allcied to be built as a cosponent of the. 1985 Special Use Fermit

shall-have to, S beioed at its entry point to avoid coatinusl vehicular

Use and beccing an entrenched roadway.
¢ i

4, AV drillpads or areps disturbed by drilling activities. shall be smooth-

‘ 3

ed, cospatted apd reseéded. The reseeding shall occur at an ppropriate
time of the year (May-August), prior to start of the winter scason, %o
dnsure 3 high success rate. A1l drilling arcas disturbed during the 1986
tperatfon, &s well as thdsa not yeclaimed from the 1985 permit, shall be

- ‘reclaimed by May 15, 1987. The seeding type shall-be in accordance with

* the "Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for Developing Arcas of the
Sterras®. .

5, *Prior to' initiating:exploratory activities, the applicant. shall provide
a performnce security in & form acceptablz to the County {in the amount
of $100.00. The $500.00 performance sccurity from 1985 11 be retained
.y the County as well’ a5 the additional $100.00 untii all areas disturbed
‘during the {985 and 1986 drilling operations are regliimed Lo che satis-
faction of ‘Sterra County. The County shall retain he:posted-security
$atil-Septemder 15, 1987 o insure thit site stabitjzstion and.resceding
plans are complete.

6. 37&»%31,&3 of this property should be m«un_cwn@,%n.su that period
of ‘time that migratory or verident deer movewent fs octurring or key winter-
sywmer deer hihitat is being used by deer.

Think you-anid ve-vould agpreciate your consideration and approval of this
réquest.

Sthcerely, -

SIERRA COUNTY
PLANKING DEPARTHENT

: @ﬁﬂw\ay\

i H, Beals

+- Plamning:Birector

5

<TBzJes7/32

¢ Pembers, Board of Supervisors

. USFS-- ‘Steve 8ishop (Sterraville)
‘Planding -
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. __. LETTER RESPONSES

» 2P 7 en o Cawnuen g MIONECHS RCINKCY CUORCY IMuamt pare Grooroas
< -

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME : =

: &

S.\b.e .t.

“itwt syl 3048, W 4 ﬁ
wa'm w0 COVOOVA, CMIONA 3498

(¥16) 355-7020

NG 35137

M. Geegory J. Pelka

ftate Lands Comdission

245 #ast Broalvay, Suite 423
tong Boach, CA 90802

Q

LENDAR PAGE
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- The Dopartwent of Fish and Game has roviowed the applicatlion of 1 Sen 148 8ol lon weagurs trter 6,
Hecla Ninlag Cospany to drill i3 exploratocy holes on land
fncluded in tho Antelope Valley wildlilfe Managusant Aced nuar 2
_~M@yalton; Slecra County.
7 OGN
Hocle's explocatory activities have beun cobsorved in recent ysars
hn thelr patented lams and nvacby US Forust Sarvice lands.

Cee vt Lt lon coamire mates O,
>

The -spplication progerly identifies the acea as critical deer

winter- vange €ot the Loyalton=Truckoe dedr-tierd.

The Department of Fish and Gawe Concludes that a mitigated
Najative Declarztion is proper tor thls project. Fros a fish and
wildlite vicwpoint, thé plan to abandon the dry dcill holes by
backfllting with drill cuttings is acceptable. 1If wvater is
ancosntered, the drill hole should be pactly Eilled #ith betonite
clay with 3 soll cap. The lspesvious material should be-mixod in

poctabie containers to mlnimlzé suclace disturbance. The . -

witigation measures {nclude all those woasures duscribed in-the
*petailed Project Description® includad in theiz applicatlaon.

Additionatly, the Department wiil impose a time canstraint on the
drliltng ‘acttvities. tThe nolse and attendant activitios will
gcosult in unnecessary disturbance to wintecing deer. Hintering
Jeervdo not leave the area totally until about min=May. Early
fall storms, usudlly fn mid-October, mark the return of deer to
theiz winter'Canges. Neer archery season opens in mid-August and

tunting cecreational activities are qommon on the area entil eart
anncc..n.

il

0 »
RN
v e Y AT

The requested activities must take place Jduring the timo when
thuce will be no impact to recccational activities or the duer
resourco dependdnt on the Antelope Valley WMA. The Dcpactmunt
therafote requlices that tho explocratory uctivity take placu from
Hay 1S through Aligust 10 and from October 5 until deer migcation
occurs as detammingd by tho Department. The start up and shut
down- dates may vaty depending-on dodr migration and will ke

e Jutarmined by tho Depattmant.

1
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-.. 1LETTER (Cont.)

LENDIAT PAGE

,

tn codclusion, the Department contwiids that a mitigated Hegativo
maclaratiol (o properc toltowing adoption of all nitigation
|EANPTITH contained In the projaect dusceiption and the timy
constrdint requested by the Dupartmont.

)

MINUYEPAGE |

A

dsa:r»<§e.~an.nrd oppactunity to ceview this projuct. 1€ 1 con ha
of tugthee sssistance, please vontact patricla perkins, Wildlite
Mand jenent Supervisor at (916) 355-7010.

N

~ Sincerely,

e E Bleve

jet Jomes D, Hosucsalith
K Byylonal Mandyec




RESPONSE

Sterraville P.0. Box 95

Ranger Sicrravitle, CA
District 96126

wose 2810

s~ JuL3 m

", Gregury J. Pelka
State Lands Comfssion
245 Mest Broadway, Suite-425
Long Beach, CA 90302

[

UNUTEPAGE

CIAINDAR PAGE

.
b4

Ocar Hr, Pelke,

.

In-response to your agency's letter dated June 19, 1307, reqarding Hecla
#(ning Company’s proposal and the reed for an EIR or KO, it 1s my recomaendation
that an WO be used to address this project.

Over the past few ycars Hecla has perforncd similar exploratory drilling on

Natforal Forest Lands and we hava seen minimal impact to other resources. Coent nited,
Ais0, they have performed well in meeting our requirements for thelir oparations. 1

m?nnw\..-?

&\Nﬂ\n %,\\W\u

Z'District Ranger

SRRND tom 47 ANY
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DEPARTMENT DOF FORESTIRY

Sava denvter SiutlS LR IR N
HBIMINO G I Loepss Satrdsecte I3 WITUZ
123Gy 322-010 '

June 29, 1987

Hr. D. J. Fveritts

Anmintant Thief .
Extractive Dovelopneht Profiran
State Lands Commission -

245 Wont Droadway, Sulte 425
Long Beach, CA 90802

Uoar Mr, EVveritis:

PILE REFERENCE: W 40526
SCHe 87052507

,,:..a fiave .reviewesd the Application for 3 Prospaecting Permit by llecla

vawtng Sionpany and helirve a Neqative Declaration wsuld be
appropriate for thiz phase of the project. We offor the
tollowing comments for your consideration as the project
progreuses:

1., A3Q activitins on the wildiands and equipment used for
exploratory purposen will necd to comply with the state's
{ire prevontion staninrds,

2. 1: this area is timberland and the prospeciing results in a
‘decision to conduct a mining project, & Timberland
. Conversion Permit %2y be required.urnder -the Forest Practice
Act. - -

Thonk you for the opportunity to comment on thisv project., 1If

you need further Anforsation please contact Doug Wickizer -at the

Above address_snd phone numdar.
G

Sinceyely.

e

Xenneth L. Delfino
Ueputy Dirvsctor for
Resource Management

<€<3 Bob Brosm

CONIEYLTION 13 108 K38-81EP CARCING SOT0 AND GORDEN

o CLONCE BRI AL PAN, Cocomwe

b 7 uTe

RESPONSES

PAGE

1%
"~

2

CARENDA

UAGE
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*!
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1

N

d Tie prorpéeting pemit remulnes tiesla Hintag Jowme 1o enmnle Wit ot
applizaide Taus and erntationn of the ol ed Statrer, State of 018 el
ant wit' all appitestie remilowents of el fec ont rxintier.

N Any wimeral extraction Yepse fasund to Stesin Minth- Sonpure ol ~eeongss
~rplianse 2tth a1l apelteatde Baom afit ro aladlonn.o? ¢ w el Tlate s,
fitaie of Clitamia et 211, 311 appdjeat In ~eculrentale o7 <l ter e}

eountica.
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AL DRNIA FEGIONAL WATER QUAUTY CONTROL BOARD—~
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R Ceey Poita N
State Lands Comission
248 W, Sreadedy, Suite 425
Long Bnact, A 9602

MCER WIRING COPAXT ~ n‘-.q..g—sn. DRIRLLNG 1%- ANTELOPE YALLEY, SSERRA -COUMIY

Wecls Ninley Loopamy $roeciti to deill 13 boreholes oa California Departwent of

MVVS-.@I#A!P e wellave 2 Begotive Deciarstton will be sefticient to cover
# ewilzonatetsl CoRCerns.

T thve Sorcholes Veslé.we Randoned, Whether grousd witer i3 encisstered o adt,
uting tegtrecaite saterial wch 43 cemeat-heatonity y-oet,
C3E you RavE-ny aesliens, please cutl me at {316} 3653455,

rd

N s 4
...auw &s #sokn.-wo- b(ﬁﬂ.m.? L

DAKJIL T. WD
- frea Taioer

wsgs
ccz ¥, Joe Necrel, Sterra County Plasaing Dept., Dawaleville
. Pets Betmy, Teader Trvironmental Mindgoment, Sorora

Pl

RESPONSE

1 Tee w1l Biion seaguse maser t.

A1 eastoratary boles Aritled W0
abuwheel Ly toek(s

ttat rutties In the Hol
Veew epcommter™t.

e Weticy o= ot et

date g tiets Vlatag Oropiy P €%
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LETTER

PETIJ JCt) REQUESTING EIR FOR
DRILLING PROJECT

L PROPDSED FOR ANTEEOFE. VALLEY

July 1, 1907 . .

2 The undersigned are responding to 3-venuest from tne Stete w!..uv
Cormission ccgarding uu arptication by liecto Hinlng Comprany for e
peocpecting permit on State Fich ang Geme Pands 10C3ted In the

. Batetope Valiey o Tahoe Lhtionst thrédt In  nu-thern Sierre Stanty,
Catifornia. A aumoee of cancerng lead us to remiet a fall

Enviranmentz] Impect Report urtore uaid perialt i% dawurd.

pul . Inltsal .conceens Center arouad jatorsation «f, the Envhiadtacntal
Iyoscy Agscscment Cnecklaut that ere uitrue ono misteading.  Or w9
estions .,no:naano the tnpact ‘she Uellilng of 13 welle weeld geule
‘ahly.d ave LuenCheoned “yes®. Witk aust tut I-grorogicel et
stenéotogical ttudies many Of the yusstiore In the rhvekitst JaSt Ue
Jhuucred SMsybe®, untll ROrY Trudertsy ID uond.  Ine pristied sactiling
1$ 16 Dz Oone O¥er 2n foEntiico fsult and the ctlecly cf gigtutlod- -
.:mw.qa Ctretd In RIS 3C0E COLIANIVE I ALCP grester  EZpact Lhan
t84eb FOT i S
. . . -
prese ﬁ The etfect of insrensed-tezftic, ,ole€, oha cust o he tesionice
¢l wnis vatlgy 13 .consineraniy uaderplded 10 the report prusenten LY
pcts. Ve are sensitive to he armcuption of our Tite Style and are
oppused Lo the wctivities thal vitl occus with the eirospnsed hiesle
capvetint.  Alreesy the 33tIVItY Whot hab CEntered arcunt-the
preposed Hecta project et Caldd tasdl cesiocHae ntonveazente 1%
they heve been focsed LO pul up vith increased teaftic In €fcas that
r.bw:c Leen, uatil new, nste, ailet hidnto for hikinn, Ticing ang
Dicysting. . - -

that no: long trem effects will restit frca the Rroposed ffoutreting

pheatt 06t Antelope Valley. Thiu I8 onvicucly wntsue, Thiz ic gusy

the tirst otep In a project Shich, 3L unaertaken, w11} s, vct tn.o

vbiley ang tne uncerslaned to alzeuptions of cut way ot tife And cven
. n”,s.o potentiat tor wyevete hualte hazarus.

_.,I It §» imalied in the Eaviconmentel lpect Acueaswant Theswilnt

L ¢ e HnBerstand thet the Instialprocpentind Pt 11 Coneet tied
vhly with 13 weits, 2wt sl teed the tntttsl PrUseEEliad Canti e
Sbparated frea the project .G 3 wholé, The moguitude Wt an open piIt
* Minfuy-tperation using-8 cvantov COXIT.3Ct 10k Reth0a tHLateny 4O Luth

Rt notning rhOrt of the greatedt -cyativn. sl Ve Yy wiwp ot tne
dpfajects auuption munt be tarch, T :

Ve the unaersigned virceccly hope the State Litezunaicsion v,
r—.nac-n.a M Enviconnventsl Impatt PFepntt twiore [T T3 T ORISR T D - TR R4
peralvSiur the Criliing ot wepis In Antelope Vallur.

v *

_Signed by €8 ioval concerned citizens.

v

\eer 2 3

¥
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CALENDARPAGE
MINUTE PAGE

Gn June 25 ard %, 1017, an srehealoteallificid ewwaer of the prajet aven as

.comneted by florer W Verner. I rinl nt. eultural resoir-es sere 1a~nted

=11%n Vo-projezs area. A aopy of thia nrclienln -a1 field rur-er 13 on fre”
tn e Lons Deash. afftee of the Flate farils Comatzaton.

Aesardin: to California Diviciee oF iHinca anl Gealos 110,207 ficoluile 10
afr Cilitorpla, tie tiot Sprinta “nitl 12 Appmciontely located wllameat ta g -
no=tirart corier o the projset ress fifnee e Aelttadler i1 tee pooerts
sthanlonad {recdfately ATIEE drdliin: a0 reouired "y the Coenniscion, vass
drildine. ookl not Aferupt water etrataiin the aeen.

cue nlnor avount of dncrenncd trafry-, l..“u.nav an) dnat. ceperated n s protect
aret 31t be terporary. lecls 19 ning Tohpiny ectimites dr§llge: tice %ot 13-
exrced one dsy per hole. . .

Talr "project” tnzolves s mincral proepoiting pemit abich 1Yt enle yuthorize
the drlllin: of 135 exploratory Wnler. Henid the prospectins 2 Iritter pooe
gucararii, the rpplinnal murt applss for 2t mineral extractien Yeaze. iriar 22
the <rahting of such.deace, ar envivanncatnl tnpscL-réport uidl be vrepared,
circulatsd, ant conaidered. N

.




Dean Jennings
LUtar Rmto,
Loyalton, CA 96310

—um.—,.—nmm July 8, 1341,
Y. Crenory Jo Polka | - . .
Jtite: lunis Cxalasfon | H
. 244 Fest Broslmy, Seits 425
o Lo Bk CL190R02
. K -

¥

Danr Nre Pelkss

S N <hin 4% tespmce to-your reqeast for ecurents on the aineral
. pirepacting peroit: applicaticn -of Hecla Nlilny Company-for drillins: wxplor-
1 atory helex on lasd:-omed ‘wy*Californis State Fish and Cace.

. gait Fodnosiny, July 1st, s.moeting wifi 'oonducted “betwoen Iinckla
stanins papresontatives and thosé zewidents of Sfsrre Cointy which wilt be
u_nmowu»wo affectod by thely propossl of an open-pit, cy3nidc leaching procesi,
wold mine. !

The.perait spplioation by lleckla canc up durin; the dourae of ecversation
3 pny ol us wonlered shy your lettesof June 19th nod.not bdacn sent to nost

of the 1oci)-maldeats {nvolveds .ﬂswn,w«-numné?au since doen correcteds =y

espy sesived Toidey dnd. T thank ‘yoie

The envircnsental 3zpact asocomsent checkliat oubsitted by Neckiy to
sour-office. s part of the fn{tial stuly of the project Yacked credibility in
Sary of the questien. respotsess w03t of those prescat folt.that for thin retson
alcne, fiactia Frculd Bo required to snbaig to n Bavitannental Imxict Roporte

A potfitivn to that effect will som Lo oont to you.

. The seeting ¥as held at tho Bilderaton Rnch, shich 1ies ducnorth of
he. propoacyd cine and the 4rilling site in queatim. Fred Bildetstos is
presently «st of the country ‘o8 Weincsd, and- gaanot respond to giur letter.
vy wife anéd 1 havs doen, and ore presontly eangers of his zonch ot 8 yéar~
somd dasfs end the cmoerns that he has for this praject aro well knom to

. ms, Zhe progoswd.drilding site-is approxisately 1000 yards up-grodieat: {rm
=1an Jesorvior, shich is at the.south end of the xanch. e have been 1ivnced
. y-the Steteto fzve troit- n & comaericinl bixis, whish we-have doo for the
pant fONE FE8TS. 4.42i1ling opsreticn codld have definate Smpect.-wefe it
.ty disturh-thoss wprings feeding the oke. ~ The vnsrers given m the apaesanent
1 eneckliot 41d not oidroes this poesidility. -

| n Doalf.oF Nr. Baldersten, I requeat that o it S requirod for
b $h1y projoete Thank you for sour eonsiderstim in tnle matter.
A v- . v

-

- - Sincersly,

st
t

CALENDAR PAGE
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MINUYEPAGE

4 It-har feen e azperfcuce vt properly almnlmsd .__,:E.own-&ogvaqwaun
the water stxita. i -
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A1 IED- SIATES, Seil 1350 N. Hain St., Svite 1
. OUPARIHENT OFl Connervation Red Bluff, CA 96000 -
© AGRICULTUNE  Servics 916-527-2667

“

-

<

UTE PAGE

huty 14, 1907

MENDAR PAGE

<
MIN

~
¢ ,I
T

State Lands Coomission
245 test Bresdway, Sul te 425
Long.-Beach, CA-90802

Sibjsect: Censultstion Pursuant to Sec. 21080.3
of the Piblic Ressurce Cedu: (Antatope
Voltey Aras)

Attention: #r. Gregery J.-Pelka

- . Desr tir. Palka?

J. The U.S.0.A., Seil ﬂo:oo«eo:o:. w‘..t—n.o believes 8 completle : e . .
E1R is nacessary fer preposed mineral explerstion in q Dot o ﬂ.:a. mtare of the: praject, the cvneits wecelzel Ures otter
Antelepe Vatlcy, Sierrs County rovermentnl sneneles {oce coaventaipévivol), nd pist soeriere

. . . ulth thin tope o ?.,e.»nnps & do meli airee Uit nn FIt 1r errufrel.

He request thid EIR dus te concerns owo-.. goil, z.omo.‘. ‘forage
snd wildlife ressurcas in the Yaslley.

-Cﬂ\ R
A
. Einden &, Brigks
} o Ares snsarystioniat

LABicye
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R1EXRA VALLEY RESOURCE CONSERVATION BISTRICT

P. C. Bax 175
nn&»:g. Cstlifornia 36118

July £, 1987

- State Lands Tommiselon

24$ Mest Rrondvsy, Sulte &23
© Leng Beach, CA 20302

Attn:  tr. Gregory J. Pelks

Sedjects Consuitation Pucsuant- to Section 21080.2 of the
Nbifc Resowrce Code: (Antelope Valley Aten)

.» n .. -Ths Siezrs Vslley Resource Conservation District requerts an
ﬂ;;?w n,novtua,t uuvno:m*sms:no—o??:a.

)
< LY -

PRl <{3] .o\...w uJU-

Louls Cenazsce, Prusidnt
Stlerra ¥alley Retource
Consarvation Districe
r. O, Bex.173.
L.jyaltan, CA %6118

RESPONSE

d. Comant notede




file Ref.: W 40526
"SCHF 87052507

Jure 19, 1987

CINITIAL STUDY
INTRODUCTION

. -Hecla Mining Company has applied ta the State Lands Commission-
_.‘for a mineral prospecting permit on state Fish and Game =~ -
.preprietary land tocated in the Antelopé valley of the Tahoe
-Hational Forest {n nort - California. The

.proposed project jnvolve i xploratory.hg1es, 4 1/8
inch in diameter to a maximu p £ 200 feet to exp: for
precious metals. Access wil ‘ 3
. ogging road and byroff—road=travel. 1
. drilting, all holes shall be properly,abandoned. and d
sites reclaimed. .

e

The permit when {ssued, is for a two-year perio&.and may be
axtended for a maximum of one yeare. :

This fnitial study consists of an environmental j@pact
assessment checklist, detailed project description,
information form response and maps.

STATE LANDS'COHMISS&G&
June 1987 -
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EXHIBIT *B°
SIERRAYILLE, CALIFORNIA

Y 0 15’ USGS QUADRANGLE
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L W 30526
DETAILED PROJECT DESTRIPTION

-

»
-

Hecla Mining Company proposes tO conduct precious metal
exploration in the permit area by drilling 3 holes, 4 1/8
inches in diameter to a maximum depth of 200 feet and
retaining samplies for off-site assaying. Please refer to

* Exhibit A and 8 for location maps of the project. Refer to
Exhibit C for a detaiied parcel map showing individual drill
hole locations and existing access.

Drilling will be accomplished using a track mounted reverse
air circulation rig. A gown-the-hole hammer will break the
rock to 1/2 inch diameter particles which are blown out of
the holec 0 2 cyclone. Cuttings are retained at five foot
fazervals with approximately 1/2 cubic foot saved from each
interval. The remaining cutiings will be stockpiled for
backfilling the hole. HNo cored will be taken and mno drilling
mud: will be used. Holes will be drilled at an approximate
jaclination of 45 degrees. The drilling crew will consist of
three men who will be transported in one pickup truck.
Lodging will be in a motel in the nearby town of Loyalton.

Access to the drill sites wiil be obtained by an existing old
logging road and by off road travel. No new road
construction will be permitted. Surface disturbance is
sstimated to be approximately 80 square feet per drill site
or a total of 0.02 acre for all 13 holes. The maximum
anticipated exe¢avated volume if all the holes are drilled to
a depth of 200 feetl will be 9 cubic yards.

Upon abandonment, approximately five feet of surface casing
required for drilling will be removed. Orill cuttings not
retained as samples will be used to backfill each hole. In
the event water is encountered duriag drillina, holes will be
abandoned in accordance with California Department of Water .
Resources Water Well Standards. prill sites will be
ccarified and seeded by hand-broadcasting. The seed mixture.
will be provided by the U.S. Forest Service for use in the
area. A commercial fertilizer will be utilized to assist in

germination and growth..

CALEMDAL FAGE 298 N
AINUTE PAGE . 37 67 ‘

Y




- _,.DRILL HOLE LOCATIONS
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Exlsting Dirt Road
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST — PART Ul B .
. Foem 13.20 (2/82) " ’*Fi!iiﬂef.: .'., \!:‘:5% i

- M - BV

I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION . . -

i ‘ .
3 ., A. Apphcant: _Henln Min{ng Qompanyz . : s

. . LE500 Minexal Deive . _ . , -

. e . ~Cover.2tilene, Tdaha 830TL.TO4T e

N . .. B ChecxtistDate: _0f £ T0 J BT
'~+as C. Contact Person: . Gregory J,. Pelia P N — — : — .
d . . - . Teiephona: { 2T lsgn 2071 ) T -

o p.,wzwmmﬁwtg - :

T .+ E Location: _sgb e eyl of See 20 P DT W, R TS T, MM, Sfewws (ounte e
. e . sk ne 'r;l af Sec 27, T ST N, B Y5 .2, MDM, Sierra County L
‘. ] R Descrlpnon' * e U . et o - o )
Lo wh_mmww five foot interval for off-
.- W&M@L&&.L_oles--. e e e i

Y G. Fersans Contacted: ) . = ) . s - -

’ AMeose i g nAZeY : - e
. « — £ XTigh ool 2. ]
L LAt Miedene Pagds Spide- A L . —— <

‘. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. [EXplain all “yes” and “maybe* answers) ‘ ;

A. EBarth. Wil the proposal result in: Y!‘s Msybe No

; 1. Unstable ea;'th conditions or changes in geologic subsiructures? . . ’ R R R R [:J [.i .‘
2. Disruptions, displacemants, compaction, or overcovering of thesoil?. . c . cv v ovrenccrsasne s Pq { j {
3. Change in topagraphy or ground surfice relief features? . ., . ... ... c.ueereceserocccsccavanss [} ]r : {Z
. The destruction, covening, or modifici tien of any unigue geologic or physical features? . .. v vt wwe oo v [ ; 1 | :
1

4
§. Aay increase in wind or water erosion of soils, ettheronoroff thesite?. . ..o v ceverercneseccnssses
6

. Chanyus in deposition or erosion of beach sands, o1 changes in ailtation, deposition of »rosion wlnch may
modily the channcel of 3 aiver or stream or the hed ol tlm ocean or any bay, inlet, or |‘ake7 < mee e

7 Erposwie of ylt peapie or property-to-qeoloqic hasards such as-easthiuakes, l.mmlu
taduse o sinudas haeards? o Lo ... L e i i ieae e




fer Wit the proposal et n .
1. Substantial A emiTetian & dutenurgticn vl amtnent g uu.\hw"" Caa ax sesmsss e eeeaae s

2 Thtcreahunototmcuoiubtei}don’ L. . .. R

3. Alteraticn of air movernent, moiure of temperatute. ot any chanue in ;hmau.mﬁinlocmv Gt regronaite?
fvarer WAL the proposal resuit ins

%, -Changse inthe currents, of 'the course ot direction ot water muvements, in either manne of fresh waters? . . i .
2. Chang2sin absorption rates, drainace? patterns, or the rate an'u amount of surface waterrunoff?. ..o .o

4. Alterations to the course or flowof lood Waters? .. vvee  x sm tl s S eeaeacsiamsasncs

4, Chmgcmthtamountolmvucewatet|nmy1wmrhodv? . . :

g Discharge wito surface ~aters, or in any alteration of surface water quality,-including but not limited 10 “
nmperamro.d‘sssolvedcxvgen orturtidity?c o e vae see wmceeTeett T R L‘

—— —
’

oy

&. Alterauon of the direct on of rateof flow of grouml Woler$?.  casecseseseesemensasrens cons L_‘

7. Change in the quanuly. of ground watets, either througis direct additions or withdrawals, 9f through nter-
ctpnonofmaamlevhycutsorexcavmons?...... . ...

N

8. Substantia! reduction in the' amount of water otherwise available for public water supplies? . cceveccen

Q. Expususe of people or property 10 water-related hazards such as flooding or tidal WaVES? oo i ecasonen et

erne & ow ®wre e=s

—— g e omein

10. Swgnificant changes 10 the temperatyee, {low of chemical content ot surface thermal Sprngsl. oo ane e

D. Plant Lite. Yl the proposal tesult g

1. Chaage in the diversity of species, or number of any species of plants (inclqding tgees.shrubs. grass, c;ans,
andaq\gucpm\:s)?.......................................u.........A.....‘.-..' P

2. Reduction of the aumbers af any umique, r1are oF endangeresd species of plants?. .. cee oo s m et oo

3. intzoduction of new species of plants into an area, or in 3 harrier {0 the normal replemishment of existing

specx:s?‘.........................................,.....;

4, Fieducnomnacreageofanyag‘ncullu:alciop?...........................,..,.q;._.......

Anymal Lifd, Wil the, propasal result in: .

~ " '

3. glanqg,-vin the diversity of species, of aumbers of any species of :animals (birds, lang ammals including
repuies, hish and shellfish, benthic orgamisms, P 1 £ I heeeeaacs

2. Reduction of the numburs of any umiQue, fare ot endangered 3pecies of animals?. ..o eoeeneor et

3. Introduction of new sprcies of animals nto an area, or resultin 3 barner to the migral.Jn or movement of %

4. Qeterioration 10 existiny fish or wildlife Rabitat?. cc e o e esopmeseee et t Tl apeeseseqes e

Mo, Will the proposal result s

" Ay
‘7.‘ln;reascmexisxingnoisel’evels?..............,..... e eremesencens z_

2. Exﬁésu:eo!peop!etosevercnmselevels?............ e O

“Light and Glure. Wil the.proposal result in:

<

1 ThenroﬁucﬁonofnmIightorglam’ eae e teesnesesvensse r_-l

Lurd-CUse VIL the proposal resulisn. . Lo

1. A substanial alterdtion of the present-of plannerd lend use ol an area?. .. R l«’
. - i

Natuegl Resources. Will the proposdl result

1. {ncregse m the rate of use cf any naturat rcg)ulci:)’ seeeerasasvene e essseesaes

2 Substantal depleticn of any nonrenewabhle resoutces? L .o.. . Ceee - ceesacessamenve

AR .
——

Ao
{ertenpacpacy _-3-7-,.6-3 y t?

SAINDIE AGE [ /




Rk of Upset, Ducs the propusast result s Yes Maybe No

1. A nisk of an explosion or the release of hazardous substances (mcludmh, but not imited to, oif, pesticides,
chenucals, or radiation) 1n the cvent of an 3cCIdent Or UPSEL CONAILIGAS? . . . . . v i v veneosnanononnn ] D D

2. Possible interference with emergency response plan or an emergency evacuation plan? . . ... serecene LJ D Lﬂ
Papsletinn, Wil the proposal result in: .

= T
1. The alteration, ?istribuuon, density, or growth rate of the human population of the area? D E] I,X\ }

Hausing. Wil the pruposal result in:
. . . - | r
1. Affecting exisuing housing, or create a demand for additional housing? . .

an
0]

Teansportation|Circulotion. Will the proposal result in:

1. Generation of substantial additional vehicular movement?. . . ........

{4

H
-
.
Lo owt o

2. Affecuny existing parking facilities, or create a demand for news parking?.

£

3. Substantial impact upon existing transPortation sysStemMs? . . e v e v et ceeevon e

°

4. Alterations to present pattérns of circulation or movement of people and/or goods?

5. Altesations to waterborne, rail,orairtraffic? . .. .. v ei it e etranconecens

OooCo

6. Increase in traffic hazards 1o motor vehicles, bicyclists, or Pedestrians? ¢« v v v o v ot v v vevrencacscocss

v

Publlc Services, ‘Will the propesal have an effect upon or result in 3 need for new or attered governmental
services in any of the following arcas:

L]

1. Fite protection? . . veoeveeecesocoas . emeesescscenna

e

2. Policeprotection? . .......cc000unn - 2 saenospecsanen

3. Schools? ..o o e it eronensanans S P

0ooon
3 v E.!

afa

ey
4

i
.
t
o
D,
Cd
Ol
O
O
(]
0l
U

4. Parks 3nd other recreational facilities?. .. ... .

5, Maintenance of public facilities, including roads?.

[

6. Other governmental services?. . ... ccveeanne

Energy. Will the proposal result in:

=
el

1. Usc of substantial 3mounts of fuel orenergy?. .. ... v e ev v socsvasecsosarosnsnencnsosnss

2. Substantial increase in demand upon existing sources of energy, or require the developmentof new sources? .
Unlities. Will the proposal result in a need for new systems, or substantial alterations to the fpliowing utilities:
I. Powerornaturalgas?..................................................4........‘
2. Communication systems? .. ......

. Wates?. . ... e y cecsenen

<

rofoa

4. Sewer or septic tanks? . .

(i
Ooooooc odg

8. Storm water drainage? .

v
N
3
’

€. Solidwaste and disposal? .. ...........

Humen Healtll, Will.the propocal result in:

0O o

1. Creatiun of any health hazard or potential health hazasd {excluding mental health)? , ...

00 o

-
.
| V-

2. Exposure of people 1o patential health hazards? .. ..o v vivvvannscncrcneanavay

O

Aesthetics. VWil the proposal sesult in:

1. The obstruction nf any <cenic vista or view open to the public, or will the proposal rasult in :h: creation of
an-aesthirtically tffensive site oen O PULIC VIEW? | . L .. i h (it en s se s otonvanecevehasnasane

Recreation Whi the proonsal tesult .

A ey st snn, e e Sy 0F Guantity of @xasting receeational npportuanies?
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1. W 2t Propusd sust Gd tne alteration of or the desiruction of 3 prehistonc of historic archeolagica site? i

.ed

2. Wil the proposal result in adverse physical or zestheus effects to a prefustoric or historic buiding, , .
SLEUCIUCE, OF ODJBCI7. i v i it eucvossocnosasonrsossasssessanseneror sttt L.

3. Does the proposat kave the potential to cause 3 physical change which would affect unique ethnic cultural

values? . ... .50

4. Will the proposal restnict existing rehigious or sacved uses within the potential impact area? .o a e s ve e E,l
©. AMandatory Findings of Significance. .

1. Does the project have the potential to degrade-thequality of the environment, reduce the habitat of a fish or =
wildisfe species, cause a tish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate
2 plant or znimal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a.rare of endangered plant or-
animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or préhistory?. .« .« . .«

2. Dées the projecs nave the potential to-achieve short term, to the disadvantage of long-term, environmental

S N R R R R R R 1.,

.
.
L3

e

3. Does the projest have impacts which are individually limited, but cumulatively considérablé? . ... .00

4. Does the project have enwironmiental effects which will cause substantial adveise effects on human beings,
either directly OrinGIECHIV? oo v v s orereesaansosaou s essressrorr o eEes

111, DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION {See Camments Attached)

See attached discussion of envirommental evaluation, environmental getting
and detailed project description. T -

L)

»

e
'

IV. PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION
On the hasis of this initial evaluation:

7] 1 tind the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and 3 NEGATIVE DECLARATION will
be prepared. .

v 3}3(! find that although the propasvd project could have 3 significant effect on the environment, ‘hete wili not be a sigmficant effect
(A in this case hecause the miation measures described on an- attached sheet have-been ac Sed to the project. A NEGATIVE
B DECLARATION wll 1z prepaed.
) 1 tang e queposed peegect MAY have a signsficans cHiect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
PRLYTIN 21
g ! , ® ‘
Yor the e G &Yﬁ;.nu - “_‘—:3"6‘?'—?:—'
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Discussion of Eavironmental gvaluation

A 2. Disruption, displacement, compaction and
overcovering of the s0il will occur in the immediate-
vicinity of the drill sites. However, the disruption

will be short term and all disturbed sit@s will be
properly reclaimed. :

€ 3. T-e drilling 9ctivity will temporariiy displace

animals from the immediate vicinity. No long term
effects are anticipated.

F 1. The operating drill rig will temporarily increase
existing noise levels.

s 1. The drilling activity will temporarily reduce
recreational gpportunities an the project site.

The 80 acre parcel under application ijs within the 4,480+ acre
Anteiope vatley dildlife Area acquired by the Wildlife
Conservation Board for the California pepartment of Fish and
Game (CDFG) inm 1980. The CDFG acquired the parcel primarily
for the prime deer winter range habitat as well as
recreational opportunities including hunting, hiking, camping
and general cutdoor enjoyment. The federal government,
through tb;NLand and Hater Conservation fund, participated in
this acquiisition on a 50% basis. Due toO the federal
government's involvement, the CDFG has requested and. received
permission for conversion of land use for mineral prospecting
activities.

1n addition to CDFG lands in the Antelope Valley ared of
sjerra County, there exist an additional 16,300 acres
belonging to ,

1) U.S. Department of Agriculture - Forest lervice, Tahoa
National Fsrest.

2) U.S. Department of the Interior - BLM, Susanville
District. .

3) Private Land both within and outside the NFS boundary.

Due to common land ' ement issues the private

Jandowners aad public agencies have united under the Ant2 ope

Valley Coordinated Resource plan in order to best manage the

land as an ecosystem. Common management concerns and goals of
private landowners and public agencies include:

protaction and improvement of the deer winter range
P Kt Rt B IP e B of livestock grazing with wildlife use
carze,” of tiader trespass

consr~ni of vehicle use in unauthorized areés___

.

- e
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5) abate stream erosion and raise the water table in Antelope
Valley .

6) the pogsibi1ity of mineral resource development impacting
other resourcsas

7) the possibility of uncontrolled wildfire due to excess
fuels -

The entire area is zoned general forest. The general plan is
designated jntermediate forest for the entire Antelope Valley.

in the SH 1/4 of Section 27, immediately idjacent to the area
under application l1ies the now abandoned Antelope Mine. This °
underground mine produc und the turn of the
century from the same geologic formation in which present

exploration js desired. Access to the underground workings of
the Antelope Hine are no longer accessible. :

P s
S
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ENVIRDRMENIAL SETTING
. ] ,
B escribe the project site as 3t exists before commencement
’igf the project. include ififormation such as‘topography,
al;oil stability, pﬂants«and animals. and aqy.cu1tural,
~“1istor1cai or. scenic aspects. Describe any existing
Wstructures on the site, the use of the structures, and
- whether they will be retained or remaved. .

 ;Descr1be'the surrounddng_propepeigs. Include jnformation

M sych’ as topography, soil stability, plants and animals,

and &ny cultural, histortca% or scenic aspects. Indicate
he tpe of larnd usénand intensity of land use of the

rea.

3 "nclude 3 statement of the proposed 1iquid, solid or
gaseous waste disposal methods necessary for the
protection and preServatdon of existing land and water

15€S »

cant Responses:

southwest. The area is alluvial covered, with some yellow
pine trees and bitter brush. The most.noted animals are
nule-deer. There are: no existing structures on the site.
nock outcrops con . of isolated zones approximately 20
ceet by 100 feet of silicified volcanic material.
Material surrounding the outcrops consists of talus and
gravel, 5 to ot i thickness. No known cuitural or
historical res r on the project site. n

jcal sury f the project site and surrounding

cipate e complete jddle of July.
ns oded, i i

‘g~erlooking Antelope vailey. The state land has the same
features 3aS that surrounding ite.

The project site is om 2 hill which slopes gently to tha

The Antelope Valley aresa js on the eastside of the main
Sierra Nevada range and is characterized by the dry
climate and ecusystem typical of the Great Basin.
Antelope Valley proper js a broad vailey floor with &
spring fed stream. T i ridges are dominatad
by stands of Jeffrey pine, i west slopes onto the
sierra Valley tending to a juniper/cedaﬁ‘= g

annual grassitand. Antelope Valley contains

mountain mahogany, sagebrush a3z well as perenn

-annual grasses. Elevaticns range from 5000' tO

The area has @ history of fire as well as recent .

years) Yogging.

o=
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Tre entire area is key deer winter range for the Loyalton
- Truckee deer herd. The abundance of bitterbrush,
mountain mahogany, sagebrush, and adjacent alfalfa and
other c¢croplands as well as the relative scarcity of snow
make this a critical area to. wintering deer.

Ranches border the west and north edge of the area.
Typically, these ranciies are on the valley floor and
contain private land extending within the exterior forest
Lgdndary. Grazing usually extends onto the forest via
on-off -or regular permits since the forest boundary is
rarely fenced in this area.

Dritling for precious.metals.has peen successfully
completed on nearby property by Hecla Mining Company.
Additional land use ijncludes wildlife habitat and
recreation.

The driiling will be performed with reverse air
sirculation and the cuttings will be retained. All trash
will be removed from the site. -

— .
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

‘béscribe the project site as jt exists before commencement
» -~ g€ the project. Include *information such as topography,

soil stability, plants and a imals, and any culturel,

.~ historical or scenic aspects. pescribe any existing

.structures o0f the site, the use of the structures,\and

. -whether they will te retained or removed.

. _r- _.-. 2 .

3.

Describe the surrounding properties. Include jnformation
such’as topography, soil stability, plants and animals.
and any cultural, historical or scenic aspects. Indicate
the type of land use and intensity eof land use of the
area. _

Include a statement of the proposed liquid, s0lid or
gaseous waste disposal methods necessary for %he
protection and preservation of existing land and water
uses. .

5pﬂ1icaﬁt Responses:

1.

The project site js on a hill which siopes gently to the
southwest. The area js altluvial covered, with some yellow
pine trees and bitter brush. The most noted animals are
mule-deer. There are no existing structuyres on the site.
Rock nutcrops consist of ijsolated zones approxima%e]y 20
feet by 100 feet of silicified volcanic material.

Material surrounding the outcrops consists of talus and
gravel, 5 to 40 feet in thickness. No known cultural or
historical resources occur on the project site. An
archeological survey of the project site and surroundinrg
area is anticipated to be completed by the middle of July.
Scanic aspects consist of wooded, rolling hills
overlooking Antelope valley. The State iand has the same

features as that surrounding it.

The Antelope Valley area js on the eastside of the main
Sierra Nevada range and is characterized by the dry
climate and ecosystem typical of the Great Basirn.
Antelope Valley proper is a broad valley floor with 2
spring fed stream, The 'surrounding ridges are dominated
by stands of Jeffrey pine, with the west slopes onto the
Sierra valley tending to 2 juniper/cedar - sagebrush -
annual grassland. Antelope Valley contains pitterbrush,
mountain mahogany, sagebrush as well as perenaial and
annual grasses. Elevations range from 5000' to 5800°.
The area nas a hdstory of fire as well as recent (past 100
years) logging.

CALENDAR PAGE
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“The entire area is key deer winter range for the Loyalton
- Truckee deer herd. The abundance of bitterbrush,
Mountain mahogany. sagebrush, and adjacent alfalfa and
other croplands as well as.the relative scarcity of snow
make this a critical area to wintering deer. -

Ranches border the west and worth edge of the area.
Typically, these ranches are on the valley floor and
centain private land extending within the exterior forest
boundary. Grazing ysually extends onto the forest via

on-of f or regular permits since the forest boundary 1is
rarely fenced in %his ared.

Drilling for precisus metals has been successfully
completed on neardy property by Hecla Mining Company.

Additional land use includes wildlife habitat and
recreation.

The dritting will be pervormed with reverse air
circulation and the cultings will be retained. &11 trash
will be removed from the site.
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SECTION C: ASSESSMENT OF ENV!RONME,\!TAL IMPACTS

,such as planning,acquisition developireni ar dopers’ T8 RS L LS o e ¥ IR
uonrncm Please ansSwWEer the following questiuns Ly placint 3 chuek ne appropnats tON.
¢ “maybe’ T on additionai 5 tacaist.

vhill the project involve:
{

MAYSE

1. A cha'\ge in existing fe atures of any bays. ude\ands ‘peaches, lakes Of hills, of
substantial alteratior of ground contours? «eeee "t eeesee®

Achange in scenic views from existing residential areas of public jands orf roads?.
Achangetn pattern, scale of character of the generak area of the pro’;a(:t?. .o
Signiﬁcam:etfect gn plant oF animal life?.eeeeomtt” IURPIITI |

Gignificant airour ts of solid waste of Ty PR eseene

A change in dust. ash, smoke, {umes Of odors in the vicinity?. c e em ettt

A change in ocean, bay. jake, stream or ground water quality Of quantity, of an
aheungof extsungdramagep“xems? P R

A change in existing noise Of vibration {evels in the vicinity? cae e oot .o
Construcﬁon on filled tand or o0 3 slope of 10ercent of mate? coeecc T

Use or disposal of potentia“y hazardous materials such 3s toxic or radioactive
substances,ilamma’olesor exp‘oswes’ R R I L

A changs in demand Yof municipal services {e.8-. police, tire, W
increase in fossil fuel con‘sumpt’non {e.G.. ctecericity.

-—

A larger project of a series of proiects? eeeser et

PART V

CERT%F!CATION

{ certily -that all information and materials purnished in this application are true and complete 10 the best of my
knowledge and bealiel. 1 recognize that this application and the project it addresses are’ subject to all laws of the
State of Cafifornia. and the requlations and discretionary policies of the State Lands. Commissicn-

Applicant: _ . Date: 4/10/87
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