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CONSIDERATION OF WHETHER TO ESTABLISH
LEASING SANCTUARY ZONE

STATE-OWNED TIDE AND SUBMERGED LANDS
WITHIN MENDOCINO AND HUMBOLDT COUNTIES

PROPOSAL:

Gray Davis, Centroller arad Chairman of the State Lands

Commission, and Leo McCarthy, Lieutenant ‘Governor and Member

of the sState Lands Commissio have asked that a special
eld in order

urces Code Section 6301 the state
exclusive jurisdiction over all

tide or submerged 1lands oil and gas development. In
addition such only take place when the
Commission Ffind i n the best interest of the
state. issi management authority tc stop

drilling tate waters in 1969,

and gas leases i i reas along the coas

statute states, "{Tlhe commission shall not enter into any
lease for the extraction of oil and gas from state-owned
tide and submerged 1lands within the areas to ‘which this
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is applicable.~ ambne} écovered by this
prohibition have informally been called “sanctuaries.~ This
prohibition effectively prevents 2ny o4l and gas leasing and:
development in +the sanctuary areas. The State Lands
Commission’

Among the areas included in the existing sanctuary are all
tide and submerged 1lands north of Santa Barbara county,
except for parts of Mendocino and Humboldt Counties.
Virtually all of the state offshore area in Mendocino County
is open to leasing, except for the lands within 3 miles of
the northern county boundary. The non-sanctua

areas in Humboldt Co

adjacent to the 1.

Government’s ILease Sale 91, If that lease sale goes
forward, its impacts on the State’s coastal waters "and
communities will be substantial. The Minerals Management
Service estimates that among other serious impacts there
will be a 77 percent chance of a 10,000 barrel oil spill
during the 25-year life of the project. This is comparable
to the devastating Santa Barbara 0il spill of 1969.

Controller Gray Davis and Lieutenant Governor Leo McCarthy
have Previously expressed Support for proposed federal
legislation H.R. 920 by Representatives Boxer and Levine and
S.884 by Senator Cranston, which would establish a sa

for those federal waters beyond the 3-mile limit.

Sanctuary Zone under consideration is consistent

fupport for this federal legislation.

If the Commission establishes the sanctuary, it would,
effect, voluntarily place the Mendocino and Hu

Coasts ‘off-limi oil and gas

development. As part of this action, the Commission’s staff
would be directed not to accept applications for oil and gas
leasing or development in these areas.

Under the Public Resources Code, the Commission has the
authority to take this action. The Code provides the
‘Commisision with discretion over the decision whether or not
to issue 0il and gas leases in a particular area.

CALENDAR PAGE —g%r

MINUTE PAGE




nQg
STATUTORY REFERENCES:
a., Public Resources Code Section 6301
B. Public Resources Code Section 6371

C. Public Resourceg Code Section 6871.2
D. Public Resourceg Code Section 6871.3

AB 884: N/a

Exhibit: plat of Proposeq Sanctuary zone

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

: constitute gz project,
'‘See Sections 21065 ang

THE PROPOSAL,
THE FOLLOWING FINDINGS:

DECLARE THaT
MENDOCINO

CODE SECTION 6871.
"SANCTUARY ZONE”;

DECLARE THap NO oIL anp GAS LEASING OR DEVELOPMENT SHALL BE
ALLOWED WITHIN THE DESIGNATED SANCTUARY 20NE; aND

DIRECT STAFF TO REFRAIN FROM ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR OIL
AND Gas LEASING oOR DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE SANCTUARY ZONE.

CALENDAR PAGE 0 4
MINUTE PaGE ~3—0i.




’

AVreks

sisxryYou

Wesvervillea

LASSEN
HUuMSOLDY TMINITY

o Pod Byt

Tenaua PLuMAs

3Qviney

SIEARA
ADewnievike

" mEnoocino

NEVADA

Colvssy

LAKE coLusa

PLACER
A& Lekepory

&L DORADO

0LANO
Afsirtierg

TuOLuMse
AStechton 4 Senere

o Q' SAN JOAQUIN
Son Francys! »
AN FRANCIBC

STATE OF CALIF ORNIA
STATE LANDS COMMISSION

I Existing Oil and Gas Sanctuary Areas

Proposed State Sanctuary Zone:
Not o Scale
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