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APPROVAL OF MANAGEMENT PLAN AND AUTHORIZATION FOR THE
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION
TO PROCEED WITH THE FOREST DEMONSTRATION PROJECT ON THE
THE MEADCW LAKES STATE SCHOOL LAND PARCEL IN FRESNO COUNTY

APPLICANT: California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection
1416 9th Street
Sacramento, California 95814

LAND USE: forest Demonstration Project.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The interagency agreement, under which certain school lands are
managed by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CDF), requires submittal of management plans for
commission approval and authorization to proceed with projects
on specific parcels.

The specific activities planned on the Meadow Lakes parcel
include: boundary surveying, brush clearing with the use of
herbicides and mechanical methods, tree planting, timber
harvesting, precommercial thinning, fencing, and development of
water sources for wildlife.

Staff has reviewed the management plan and concluded that it
in keeping with the objectives sought in the interagency
agreement.

BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION:
Pursuant to 2 Cal. Code Regs. 2003.
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STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCES: -~
, A. P.R.C.: Div. 6, Parts 1 and 2; Div. 13.

B. Cal. Code Regs.: Title 2, Div. 3;
Title 14, Div. 6.

N/A..

OTHER RERIINENI‘INEORMQTION: )
1. A Third Supplement to Environmental Impact
Report (SCH #88080821) was prepared and
adopted for this project by the Lead Agency
specified by law, the ‘California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF).

Commefits were received on the supplement
during the review period from the California
Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and the
Fresno County Air Pollution Control
District.

Mitigation measures identified in the
supplement and made a condition of the
approval of the project by the california
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
include:

i. Vegetation control, Dy use of
herbicides, within timber stands will
retain an early—successional brush
component and will be conducted only
after a field review and approval by
the DFG.

Vegetative cover on steep slopes and
for 50 feet on both sides of drainages
will remain undisturbed.

Timber harvesting will be conducted
under the Forest Practice fct using
selective harvest of over-mature and
high—risk trees and thinning of dense
timber stands.
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parcel's rocky brushlands.

Wwith DFG input, hardwoods, dead/down
logs and snhags will be managed to

improve wildlife habitat.

Brush fuel loads will be reduced to
minimize fire danger to State lands and
adjacent ownership.

an archaeclogical survey will be made
prior to any ground disturbing
activities.

Fresno County Air PpllutionMCQntrol
District burn permits will be acquired
prior tc any wildland vegetation

burning.

EXHIBITS: . Land Description.
Location Map.
EIR Supplement.
Management Plan.

IT IS5 RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. FIND THAT A SUPPLEMENT TO AN EIR WAS PREPARED AND CERTIFIED
FOR THIS PROJECT BY THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY
AND FIRE PROTECTION AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED
AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS MORIFIED, WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE EFFECT ON THE ENUIRONMENT.

AUTHORIZE THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE
PROTECTION TO PROCEED WITH IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MANAGEMENT
PLAN SUBMITTED FOR THE MEADOK LAKES PARCEL AS CONDITIONED
HEREIN.
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EXHIBIT "A"

N T T TP PRC 6194.2
o .. LAND DESCRIPTION

e e

%

Those state - owned schicol linds inthe vicinity of Shaver Lake, Fresno County,
California, described as follows: .

The SE 1/4 NE 1/4, NW 1/4 NE 1/4, E 112 SE 1/4,E 172 SW 1/4 of Section
36, T9N, R 23 E, MDM.

END OF DESCRIPTION
PREPARED MAY 31,1989 BY BIU 1.
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: 4100 STATE FOKESTS
Contract Land Managemey
State Lands Commissigh
‘Meadow Lakes Parcel

Attached is a Final EIR Suppiekent, covering Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection management of the Headow Lakes
School lLands Parcel in Fresno County. Our management plan for
this parcel was submitted to you on April 11, 1988. Now that the
EIR has pgen coggleted, your approval of the management plan 1is

Kenneth L. Delfino. £/
Deputy Director for
Resource Management

mn
Attachment

cc: Norm Cook, Region IV




NOTXCE OF DETERMINATION

Office of Planning FROM: California Dept. of Forestry
**and- Research- = =53 and Fire Protection
.‘.' ? 1400 “Tenth~ Street 1416 Ninth Strect
As,acranentc, CA 9'5814 P. O. Box S44246
SETLEEL . e ' Sacramento, CA 94244-2460
£ X/ County Clerk . i
— Count§ of Fresno May 10, 1989
1100 Van Ness .
YR F1oor; RoGm 401
Fresne, CA 93721
SUBJECT: . Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with
N Sectior 21108 oF 21152 of the Public Resources Code

e v e = SiTaai Cermaaln

PRGJECT TITLE:’ ““Management "of State Lands Commission Parcels by the
" ’California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER: Qriginal SCH #81082617

New SCH #88080821
CONTACT PERSON. Clifford E. Fago | .. TELEPHONE NG. (916) 322-0169

- e, - - - .- - e - - - . ~.

P s e - - -

PROJECT LOCATTON: Sectics 36, 195, R23E; MOBaM;  near fubeffy in Fresno Coanty

-

PRCJECT DESCRIP‘I‘.;ON Undet agreeuent with the State lands Commission, the California

. Deparmentoffbmstrymﬁmmmmmmnmmgeforestmsmmson&emadm
‘Iakes .State.School. .Lands .Parcel (Jnaddltmtothelspame]sdlsmssedmﬂ:e

ariginal EIR and two previous Supplements) for experimentation, demonstration, and
i timber production.
‘This iz to advise that ‘the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection ‘has approved the above described preject .and has made the
following determinations regarding the above described project:

(1) The project [_;g;/will / T /will not, have a significant effect on the
environment.

(2) -/x¢/ An Environmental Impact Report was prepared foi' this project
pursuant to the provisions .of CEQA. A copy is attached for the
appropriate planning agency..

[:7 A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to
the provisions of CEQA. A copy of the Negative Declaration .is avail-
. able at the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
address above. -

Mitigation measures [/ xx/were, / /were not, made a condition of the

approval of the project, and are included in the original EIR on pages 11-14

and in the third Supplement én _pages 6-7; also in the 4-17-89.DE&G letter
(4) A sStatement of Overriding Considera [ _ /was, [ xx/was not. adopted

for this project.

Date received for filing:

Sign

Director . CALY PAS
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-SCH #81082617@ﬂd)
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State of California
Department .of Forestry and Fire Protectlon
1416 Ninth Street
P. 9. Box 944246
gacramento, CA 94244-2460

--~-~July 1988
Abrll ‘1989
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Comments received on the Draft EIR,Suppggzéép
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Deparmm&of-?xsh—ixﬁwmntadenf 7 goI5ieg T o C '
Etesno(l:xﬂy’Alx Pollution Control Dmstrzct / Bearden,/ 10-13-88 v1;*
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Memorandum

o . GClifford Fago 0w . April 17, 1988
° ' project Coordinator , : :
Dept. of Forestry and —:=107 17 T ,-
Fire Protection .
P.0. Box 944246
. Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 »
from - DepamRA el oidGene TooroL el UL .
Subiect - .ﬁ;zftvﬁéﬁéggﬁéﬁﬁ—ﬁigﬁ'fsfwﬁéééaamfakes'ééate Lands Parcel

. -~ -

J e e el o S ar - -
" - - el - - - - e - —— - -

“We Tegently had the opportunity to meet with Dave Dulitz, CDFFP

. Forest Manager, and discuss the future management of the 240 acre
© T"Méadow Lakes State Lands Parcel. During that meeting, we agreed
) that CDFFP.treatment of this state parcel will be done in such a
-~~~ manner that timber production will be well balanced with wildlife

management needs. We agreed that the following specific points
will need to be incorporated in the project plans when they are

< developed:

1) Any required herbicide or mechanical control of
competing vegetation within timber stands will be
conducted in a way that will retain an '
early-successional brush component (the appropriate
level to be determined after field review).

2) All existing vegetation would remain undisturbed along a
minimum 50-foot buffer on both sides of the parcel’s
intermittent/ephemeral water courses (the need for a
buffer >50’ can be assessed during the field
inspection).

3) Timber harvesting would be restricted to: (a) selective
harvest, primarily of over-mature and high risk trees, '
or (b) pre-commercial thinning of dense timber stands. L
Either of these methods could benefit early-successional .
wildlife by stimulating brush growth in stand openings.

4) An attempt will be made to develop a joint DFG/CDFFP J
vegetation treatment project cn the site’s rocky -~
brushlands for wildlife habitat improvement.

5) Hardwoods, dead/down logs; and snags will be managed
such that wildlife resources on the parcel are
maintained or improved. Specific management goals for
these key wildlife habitat components will be developed

after field review.
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A DFG Biologist would have the opportum.ty ANGeER
.. Teasonable prior ‘notice 'to ’accompany :COFFE . staff -during

ey 2T

on-the-ground planm.ng act:w ie “:ms‘peclnc *deta? s -

= xegardmg wildlzfe mprovenent .measures coua. é worked
S2CTITET T ut at that time. - - ",

-.:.m; o

. We believe_that if all of the above neasures arepagreedt;ug“ by

erze :.yourwaepartmant and incdrporated into -the Meadow Lakes uanag'e'ment
- Plan, CEQA compliance will be achieved., ‘During ‘the field"
inspectio on..2and .planning. phase .of. the prg}ect, ,.our, wildlife

B o Y

b’iolog:.s‘t ‘contact will be: Mary. ‘Boland. She -¢an be »reached at our
Region 4 office, 1234 East Shaw;, Avenue, Fresno (93740 or phone
(8,) ,42}-.5415.“. ih. mmmoso T . Tzaiv e -
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1. Project Coordinator
Resourgces. Agencyw
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We have revzewed the Draft 'Third: Supplement to the EIR for
nanagnment ‘of "Staté‘Lands Commissivi- parcels-which provxdes
management "direction for 240 acres of wildlife habitat (primarily
conifers, oaks, and associate shrubs) located east of Auberry.
Fresno County.

Wildlife resources include deer, gray squirtels, quail, humming-
birds, (anna‘s, black chinned, etc.) rufous-sided towhees,
Cooper’s hawks, etc. The area may also -provide wintering areas
for spotted owls. While there are no fisheries resources cn the

state lands, the ephemeral drainages do contribute significant-
water to downstream ponds located on U.S. Forest Service lands
which support a unique and valuable fisheries resource.

We believe the Draft Supplement to the EIR does not provide
adequate information to determine the impacts to fish, wildlife
and botanical resocurces that will result from intensive management
of ‘these lands. 1In the absence wf such a plan, we believe the
Draft Supplement to the EIR is inadequate and requires significant
revisions to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). The following should be included in the document to bring
it into conformance with CEQA:

«l. Site specific analysis of the beneficial and adverse impacts
that will result to fish, wildlife and botanical rescurces
from the implementation of the proposed action.

Specific mitigation measures designed to mitigate adverse
Impacts to fish, wildlife and botanical resources.
Evaluation of alternatives to the proposed action (s{ig
specific), including an environmentally superior al&gr a¥

Findings of overriding need if adverse impacts to*f£ish,
wildlife and botanical resources are not fully mxtxgated%:D
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A balanced 2pproach for the management of state lands would
“Ynccrporate multiple resource needs including fish, wildlife, and .
botanical rescurces and as identified in the present draft, timber
production. To accomplish this goal, we suggest that the '

Depattment -of Fish and-Gamé -and“the California Department of
Férestry-and Fire Protection “jointly prepare a management plan
(inéluding Specific-measures-to protect and' efihance wildlife and
botanical resources) for the parcels. This plan -should then be
appended to the Draft Supplement to the EIR and recirculated for

public:review and -comment. -  *-- -7 7 :

I LleTs P bl £t Tt

T£7¢6u "have “any “questions -9r nieed additiordal information’ please
contact George Nokes, Regional Manager of ‘Region 4, at .
1234 E. -Shaw Avenue, Fresno, CA 93710 or telephone (209) 222-3761.

- 3
- . . . K < x - o - .

0 (LI Bl
~ . Pete-Bontadelli
“~-Director _- -
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" Subject:.SCH NO.. 81082617
Management of State Lands
Commissions Parcels

Our District was notified through the State Clearinghouse of the above
geferenced project. The Fresno County-Air Pollution Control District
has rules governing wildland vegetation burning and Permits to burn are
required. In mid-October it is anticipated that a San Joaguin Basin-
wide rule on this subject will be implemented (Rule 416.1 in Fresno).

We would appreciate continued coordination between our offices in relation
to the required burn permits.

iIf you have any questions, please give ne a call.

Sancerely,

Katie Bearden
Staff Analyst

Fresno County Air Pollution Control
District

445-3;
1221 Fultort Mall/P, O. Box 11867/Fresno. California 93775/Phone (205) ]
Equal Employment Opportunity — Afirmative Aztion « Handikap Empioyer




‘Response to Department of Fish and Game/Pete Bontadeld letter dateduQ-].S—B 5

oy ‘“ o

Atterrenavoftbepmjectandd;smsslmthhbeparmentofnshaxﬂ@me
staff, wabeheveﬁm.rspec;,fmcacernshavebeenanmred See attached

Jetter to Rod Gross, DF&G fram Dave: pulitz, COF, dated | 1-13-89; and letter

. DY Y

£rom George D. Nokes, DFEG to Clifford Fago, aF, ‘dated 4-17—89., OF agree-
to closely coordinate -all-on the ‘grcund project activity with' m‘&G “staff ‘as

outlined m these letters vhich are considered ed additional. mtlgatlm n'easur!

.t

" Response ’co E‘zesnommty Air Pollutmn tontrol District/Katie Begrde:\, 10*-13«833\

(e 3 m‘.:ll‘.ca:ply\ w:.'dl.all state.and local Fresno County b.xxmng regulatlons

- was o [
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~+ STARTE OF CALIFQENIA——THgiRéSOURCES AGENCY Georgc Dsukmelian. Govérﬁ?i

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND-,FIRE.E.%’%;_!;,E;T;‘Q”; e

Mt. Home Demcnstration State Faorast

p. 0. Box 'Si7

springville, CA 93263

Telggponen’giﬂﬂj‘53372g§$;(yinterl .
e =o LTl p =~

- e S

DTl a TR (BUmmery T

Calif:fBépart: 9%
1234 East Shaw- Aves
Fresngjy._

-
-

thank you for_qpending the time with me on January

the-Departiient ‘o¥ FI5h & Game's

coficerns regarding

our Draft Management Flan for the Meadow Lakes State Lands Farcel.
1 would Like ¥6. outline-a-Few oFf the-thifgs FHa¥~ we- talked -about

to help you in the evaluation of the plan.

The majority of the parcel is vegetated with a d

ense stand oOf

over—-mature chaparral. Some of the proposed projects would result

in clearing this brush and planting conifer tree

species. Some

vegetation control may be needed in the estiblishment years of &

coni fer stand to control competing vegetati
treatments or mechanical control methods would be
such a way as to leave a certain percentage of ear

one. Herbicide
conducted in
ly—successional

brush vegetation in areas between rows of traes or in unstocked
areas. A balance can be maintained between survival and growth of*
the tree seedlings and maintenance of browse species for wildlife.

Only those portions of the parcel which hava topography and 50115
suitable for brush clearing and timber production would be
treated. Vegetation would be undisturbed in steep, rocky areas and

along streams and drainages. The opportunity would
type of vegetation treatment in these areas, strict
habitat improvement, if plans could be worked out
Fish % Game and CDF.

exist for some
1y for wildlife
jointly with

Very little timber harvesting is proposed in the near future. Less

than 20 acres of the parcel has enough timber on

it to consider

harvesting. 1f harvesting were to occur, only over—mature and high

risk trees would be removed in a gelective

harvest. The.

disturbance from sucihy a harvest woutld result in an increase 1in

early-successional brush with benefits to wil

diife. Timber

harvesting along the one intermittent stream and other ephemeral
draws would meet or exceed the standards for straam protection in

the Forest Practice Rules.

Pre-commercial thinning of dense timber stands
considered as & project on this parcel. The openi
dense stands would also benefit wildlife by sti
growth under the trees. ¢

would also b=z

ng up of these
mulating brush
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’ would .propose that. all .of -our specitic project plans be
Wgubaitted ta vour affice %onagégggggqgtggnyépqmgbmments. 1t would
also be helpful if a wildlife biologist would accumpany our staff
. on the grodndsaneninnthe phanning: stage- for- specific. projects . At
this time, site specific details for wilali¥3“iﬁﬁ?33éﬁéﬁticbﬁfﬁ*be
worked out and incorporatvd égtﬁéjthe-prqqu;,plans or caontracts

We fdel that we> have; the Bpportunity. £o. -demgnstrate to other
- landowners - that land of this. type can be improved For “bath, timber
. production and wiidlife values. The best approach to accomplish

this is the utilization of ;he,ugrioqsnexgértisg,qf our respective .

Departments. in planning the projects on this parcel.

Would you please direct your comments cn this letter arid ocur dratft

plan di?edtly-:tq;\cpiﬁénrd _Fadogy Project ;pgrdinatpr,‘ Calif.

Department” of. Forestry and Fire ‘Pngtectipﬁ, "P.0. Bo¥ ‘944246,

Sacraménto, CA- 94244-2460. Could yocu also supply meé with the name

of a contact incyour Department that would. be available to meet

with us on the parcel to provide input into our &pecific pgroject

plans?

I 1look forward to working with you or your staff on ‘the future
management of this parcel. .

-

. v S - .- -

- Sincerely, , ot

CoQud

David Dulitz
Forest Manager

»

cc:Norman Cooak
Cliff Fago
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) HOTICE OF- COnPLETION -
. ot R
DRAFT THIRD SUPPLEHENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPQRQ,

DL state of CQllfornia
) The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT’OF FORESTRY AND FIRE ‘PROTECTION
- . 1416 'Ninth Street
-+ - P. O. Box 944246 i
Sacramento, CA 94244~2460-

Prcject T;tle' Management O0f State Lands Commission Parcels by
“: . the California Department of Forestry and Fire
"t . .- ‘- - Protection. -
. Original SCH % 81082617 .
New SCH § 88080821 .

Pro:ect Location: Sectzon 36, T9S, R23E, HDB&M near Auberry
=7 .:-r .. -~ in .Fresno County - - .
Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:
Under agreement with the State Lands Commission, the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection will manage forest
resources on the Meadow Lakes State Schnol Lands Parcel (in
addition to the 16 parcels :discussed.in the original EIR .and two
previous Supplements) for experimentation, demonstration, and
timber production.

Lead Agency: California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection

Address Where Copy of EIR is Available: 1416 Ninth Street,
P. O. Box 944246
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460
Review Period: August 10 - September 23, 1988

Contact Person: Clifford E. Fago Phone: (516) 322-0169
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State of California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
1416 Ninth Street
P. 0. Box 944246
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460

July 1988
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SUMMARY

Through an interagency agreement, dated July 1, 1980, and

amended March 1, 1983, July 1, 1986, and March 2, 1988, between
the State Lands Commission (SLC) 2nd the california Department of
" Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF), -CDF is authorized to conduct

management:, oiﬂthe—sutfaee resources:of 18:State-school Lands

parcels located in Shasta, Trinity, Lake, Alpine, Tulare, Santa

Cruz, Tehama;= and Fresno)eountles, Under. the terms: of the

iXe 2L <& = -
‘..-—-

agreement, CDF is managing the parcels for: 1) experimentation,

2) demonstratlon of sound and 1nnovat1ve forest management

[T Ay -.—~:. e ——— ey movenor -

technlques to small §r1§ahe owners, and 3) acceleratlon of the
sale and harvesting of merchantable tlmber from the parcels. As
part of the project, the full range of approved california Forest
.Improvement Program (CFIP) practices would be incorporated, as
appropriate to the parcels. In 1982, CDF prepared, circulated,
-and’ adopted an EIR .for the,pfoject (SCH,#81082617).covering 10
of the parcels. Two supplemental EIRs covering six additional
*parcels*were‘prepared in 1985 and 1987 pursuant to Section .15163
of the State CEQA Guidelines based upon the‘rationale that the
addition of these parcels did not materially alter the program
goals. Rozd construction, timber harvesting, Christmas tree
harvesting, forest land conservation measures, wildlife habitat
improvement, and fuel reduction have been accomplished on various
parcels to date.

Now, this third supplement to EIR SCH $81082617 covers

planned management activities on one additional 240-acre parcel
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gﬁ,Lake Parcel“ 1ocated flve mlles east of

'
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Inclusion of thls parcel does not

TremeeaTEE . moweanomT A2l I wund o aZelguos

change the progran s goalsfor\pb]ectlves as descrlbed in the
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s I - - o s - =% U [

orlglnal EIR. SPGC1flc act1v1t1es planned on the MEadow Lakes

- - - - P .o =
s SL2NCE \—du..-_-.~ - — w- wes™ - e e -
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Parcel include: boundary surveying, hrush clearlng, tree

Tivemem s~ s~ S OTT S I Chahalbatdialls PO S
- S - = Sl e et e e~ -= - e e = - .

plan:xng, tlmber &a*vesklﬂg, precommerc1a1 thlnnlng, fenc1ng, and

- . s P T s 2 2 oA -

Tirant -

'development of water sources for wlldllfe.

-v—--..-—-:_; sammz T

BNVIRONHBNTAL SBTTING

- - -

Location-=rsz- o v ozoomo T

- ~--The Meadow:Lakes:State-Lands.Parcel consists.of'246 acres
describedras~followss: SELA4NWIA4 ; :NW1/A4NE1/24.EY/2SE1/4,-*
Biﬁzswl/QaeSectionTBG;NTownshing:South;rRange.23 Fast, M.D.B.&M.
The:pazcel:lies:northfof‘therueadowﬂLakes:subdivision‘which is
logatéd - -fivemiles éast,ot'Auberﬁy.in EresnosCounty, -as Qﬁowﬁ on
MNap -#ka- The praperty;forns"th:ee:separatezparcels-Vithin;Section

36 with-twa.of them-having:a common’corner:™

. - ew - . -

Access

Three main access routes exist into the property and are

shown on Map #2. All routes are unpaved and are undrivable

during a portion of the winter.

\

. x

Boundaries

The exterior boundaries of Section 36 are currently being
survéied under a contract administered by the U. S. Forest
Service. This survey will result in all of the exterior corners

of the Section being sqﬁ. Existing corners as of February 1988

-3ﬂ
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The average slopes are moderate, running from 20% to 40%.

’“\.. = =

Aspects on the parcel B 5004 Ey T butSthe predominate aspects are

northerly and easterly, as shown on Map

= vm o2z z=e &Co.2V 2 STL/ANVIL

soils on the property 1nc1ude 21 acres qg Chawanakee (7129),

-— - e = . oo

44 acres. of Shaver (7127), and 175 _acres of dolland (716), as

- ~.. - - - - —
- - = - - -

:shown on Map #5. These soils exh 1t mpdsrate to hlgh erasxcn

- S emmam s Ta e e L mallTT —-—— - - - —

,potential dependzng .on. slope. -S6il depths range from two feet to

—_ - > sa TTE S Tea e -— - -

cwer flve feet.

- . - * e - . . -

All of ‘the 50115 on the property .are. .suitable for timber
production. 219 acres are classified as site II with the

remaining 21 acres classified-as site III.

History
Very little is known about the history eof the property. Some

logging activity has occurred on the parcel which may date from °
30-50 years ago. It appears that wildfire has had an influence
'on the vegetation of the parcel. It can be inferred that some of
the even-aged young timber stands and homogeneous brushy sites

are g result of intense historical wildfires.
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scattered'tlmber in the form of. ponderosa plne and 1nc

(J.,.«ml FIve o

Timber volume 1nformaolon is not avallable for the property.

i
rVAq--p—-\.‘ e - =~
-v..

majorrty of che tlmber exlsts in. the southeastern corner and

_..—-’—4-/“-— -~ - -y ,.—....,... o - * -
—_—— --u—-v--- PN S - N

western edge ‘of ° he property

nvrt— = - g S VMENT K -~ .-
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najor brush species include mountaln mahogany, narlposa

= -.._- = 2 - ....-.. -
porl S

nanzanlta, buckbrusﬁ,'deerbrush and bush luplne. Oak spec1es

Am=o~=3 -——z Tz P Rl feriaied - - e

incfude blaoﬁ'oak, canyon llve oak, and.Brewer oak.

e .~ - Li--2.

A nortlon of the northern parcel ‘has beééni cleared by’ theé

U. S. Forest Service and was converted to annual and perennial

T e e ¢ e S

grasses.

e

,Iater Resources

A small 1nterm1t£ent stream exi és iﬁ the southeast'corner of

the property. Hany.other‘ephemeral‘drainages.occur throughout

-

the parcel.

pish and Wildiife
Gane species of wildlife which occur on or near the property

include deer, bear, gray squirrel, and quail.

No fish habitat exists on the property.

Archaeo;ogical and gg;iu;a;%ngsou;ces
‘An Archaeological Records search conducted by the CDF
Archaeologist jndicated that there are no recorded archaeological

sites listed in the california Archaeclogical Inventory for this

.
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B ever, the area : dged 0. be of moderate to hlgh
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archaeologxcai sensxti ' llght of numerous sites fo 'd
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éinllar terraxn nearby

- .—— 3. D .“‘ b e e
P Y AP T e
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§easonal camp sxtesv bedrock nortar sxtes, and obs;dlan flake

e

“oa
pab §ouder

,
-—--.--..—-. - -..’- --q..—-.. -.-—- -t ’-v.... '--.-c-.-——-—-ge... —(....,,

scakhters are expected to e found on thls parce The remalns of

oo 2 - = om o _..—-,---... )
L=

an old homestead cabln of unknown age ex1<ts near the southern

‘ z~zor ame e = ‘hb““ - L. [ S - e E
— e AT me e T seemuw  wa e e

edge ot the'parcel.

- e -
e mratmhram W o - A Aol o AT
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gndangg:'a}'ghgeatened and Ra;e SQecieg

“the Department of Fish ahd Game’s
Natural DlVGISltY Data Base has been recelved and reviewed.  No

—_—

endangered, threatened and rare species are known to exist on the

» parcel.

s

- - maw ¥ . —-—— e s e - om-

No recreatlon sxtes exist on the’ property. fhblic use of the
property is currently low because of the limited access. The

main use of the property at present is for hunting.

MITIGATION MEASURES8 AND CEQA COMPLIANCE

Vegetative cover in drainages and on steep slopes will be

retained for wildlife habitat and watershed protection.

--.Brueh fuel loads Wlll be reduced to minimize fire danger to

R LR - wa semen

the $tateslands.and adjacent private and Federal property.
Any timber harvesting will be conducted under the Forest

Practice Act, Southern District Forest Practice Rules, and the

g
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“An archaeolngcal survey wxll be.nade,prlor to cdnductinq’any

é

i disturﬁfng“managenent act1v1t1es

~n«Anym51tesniocated wlll

ctea as recommended by the archaeologist.
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RECEIVED
APR 1 41383 Ly
Date : April 11, 1988 -
STATE LARCS COMMISSICN R 6

‘Sagfamento, CA 95814 Telephone: ATSS ( 8. ) 492-0169
@16 )322-0169

‘From : Deportment of Ferestry and Fire Protection

Subject: 4100 STATE FORESTS
Contract Land Management
‘State Lands Commission
Meadow Lakes Parcel

Attached for your review and approval of the State Lands
Commission is a management plan for the Meadow Lakes parcel in
Fresno County. A supplement to our program EIR covering planned
managenent activities on this parcel 1s being prepared.

7

Kenneth L. Delfino
‘Deputy Director for
Rescurce Management

rt
Attachment

cc: Mr. Norm Cook
Resource Manager, RIV
Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection
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MEADOW LAKES STATE LANDS FARCEL

MANAGEMENT PLAN

Frepargd by:
David Dulitz, Forester 11

Lloyd Stahl, Forester I

March, 1988
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FROFERTY DESCRIPTION

l.ocaticn:

The property consists of 240 acres described as ~ follows;
SEL/4NWL/4, NWi/4NEL/4, E1/25E1/4, E1/25W1/ 4, 35,
Township § South, Range 23 East, M.D.E.%M. The parcel s north
of the Meadow Lakes subdivision which is milec
east OF Awbertly a0 U 2L0S Loty & =il W e it e
property forms three separate parcels within Section 3 . two
of them having & common corner.

Access

Three main : : ; ruperty ard 2res chusn
Map #HZ. ] ot i gre undrivabla caring
portion of i

One access route is from the south, +rom the paved Fine Ridge
road east of Auberry. This privste access road traverses through
many private parcels in the Meadow Lakes area, eventually
entering the preperty near the southwest corner. fAlthough this
route can provide administrative access, it 1is undesirablz
because of the private nature cf the road.

off of ihe Sugarloaf Read running north from

This road connects the Fina Ridge Road

Road and is suitable for commercial Hauliwq

gin Road. It alse provides administrative

access wart of the property. Thi rosd is
maintsinsd - by Lhe U.2. Forest Service.

<t
1
=S

ss route is off of the paved Juse Rasin Road.
Forest 337w d maintained dirt road leads through the Sugar lca
range i avement project and contoc the northern part cof tn
propert 2 road is not suitable for commercial hauling because
of the 255 in the upper portions.

Boundaries

The extearior boundaries of Saction .36 are currenily oeing
surveyed under a contract administered by the U.3. Forest
Service. This survey will result in all of the exterior corners
of the Section being set. Existing corners as of February 1938
e shown on Map #3. When the U.S. Forest Service survay. is
tompleta, three 1/16 corners within the Section will reed to be
set to estalilish all) of the State property cornare.
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Topography - e a
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1 eVl Gz . wit ol jor wpar by roeige FOLM >
iopes oo over s broad range Trom 4; Lt very shteep.  The

average slopes are moderdte, running ¥rom 20% to 40%4. nepects&- it

the parcel alsg vary but the predominate aspects are northerly
and easterly, as sHown on Map #4,

Soils and Geology

Spils on the property include 21 acres of Chawanakeée (7125),
44 acres oF Shaver (7127), and 175 acres of Holland (714, as
chown oi: NMag #5. These soils exhibit moderate to high erosion
potential depending on sloge. Soil depths range from 2 feet to

=

aver S feet.

all of ik swils on thée property ara suitable
production acres are classified as  silz

. 1 It
remaining 2 cres classified as site I1I.

History

Very little is known about the history of the property. Some
logging achlvity has dccurred on the parcel which may date from
30-50 years &go. It appiars that wildfire has had' an influsnce on
the vege:tation of the parcel. It can be inferred that socme of the
even—ayed young timber stands and homogeneous brushy sices are &
result of intense historical wildfires.

Vegetation

Fredomingi.o vegetxtion on  the property is chaparial withe
scattored twmser in the form of poundarosa pine and incense cedar.
Timber vclame information is not available for the property. The
majority . of the Liwmber =xists in the southeastera corner and
western eda2 of thez property.

Major brush species include mountain mahogany, Mariposa
manzanita, buckbrush, deerbrush and bush lupine. 0Oak species
ipclude black vak, canyon live cak, and EBrewer oak.

A portian of the northern p3 rcel has been tleared by the U.S.

Forest Service and was converted to annual aid perennial grasses

Water Resources

A small intermittent stream a2xists in the southeast cornesr of
property. Many other ephemneral drainages occur throughout
parceal.
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» bear, grezy sguirrel, and guaii. a2t i=s uwnknowh
this time as to the occurrerce of any Fare or endangered
wildlife species. C : : ' T
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3

No fish habitat ‘exists on the property.

Cultural Resources

The property has the potential to contain Native American sites.
One site has been locatad within 50 feet of the State boundary. A
through Search of the property is needed ts determine if any site
enist on State property. )

The remains of an old homestead cabin of unknown age emists
the southern =dge ©f the parcel.

Recreation

Mo recreation sites exist on the property. Fublic use of the
property is currently low because of the limited access. The main
use of the property at present is for hunting.

Very little potential exists on the property for developed
recreation. :

Range

The area is suitable for range management &3 evidenced by the
Sugarloat Range Improvemsnt Frojeck immediately adjacent to  the
property. Range cattle .are currently using & vortion of Stace
iand in the northern partion of the property. The small acreage
of BState! land and the low return on arazing feecs makes range
management impractical for this parce:i. t would e nassible to
open certain areas of State land up to the adjacent agrazing
permittee in order to acconplicsh vegetation wmanagement in
selected areas. Some fencing exists on the parcel which controls
grazing at present.
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MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK

The  propsriy wii% ne managed by the resource managament =taff of
the Region IV orfice and Mt. Homeé State ‘Forest. " Thé -nearest
inmate manpower source would be the Miramonte Conservatian Camp.
One way travel time from the camp to the property is estimatec to
be 1 '1/2 hours. Because of thé excessive travel time from
Miramonte to the parcel, it is foresesen that much of the labor
force for projects on the parcel would have to be from private
contraciurs. .

foresst products from the property would be mads
th current policies of the California Depar tmeht of
ire Protection cencerning cales from State Forests.

Any sales o
consistent
Forestry and

~
T
-‘

wa
:'

Specific masagement ciriteris for the property would includée:

1. Develop &% «ccurate inventory of the rescurces on the property
ihcluding: timber, cultuwral rascurces, critical wildlife habitat,
and watershed rescources.

2. Manage the property for timber production, wildlife, and
watershed. Reduce the amount of brush cover and reforast clearead
sites with commercial timher speciese. Maintain cover in drainages
and steep siaopes for wildlife habitat and watershed protection.

3. Make scales of overmature timber where it can -be economicsally
removed. Conduct thinnings in dense stands to concentrate growth
onto selected crop trees.

4., Reducz the fuel loads on the property to minimize tha fire
danger %o the State lands and adjacent property owners.

S. Take advantage of any opportunity to demonstirate management
activities undertaken on the parcel to private or public land
managers anu Lo the general public. Investigate different options
of 1and practices to maximize the axpei-imental and
demonstrational value.
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MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS o

wmrermm - Wi

Bounydary..Survey

- . ’
- - » - N

A high priority should be placed upon &&tting the remaining
property corners after the coampletion of the cwrent ongeoing
survey of the exterior of Section 36 by the U.S. Forest Service.
Minimal wat n would be regaired 17 e rzasising Coi A s coGle be
set using the control established in the Forest Service surveay.
After all of the corners are estanlished, the lines should be
marked in areas of projected prciedt activity.

Inventory

A timber cravze should bz accomplighed 1n the arzaz waiele ma.arz
timber exisks in amounits that could be harvested -:n the near
“future. This would generally limit the cruise to th= southeasterrn
40 scres of the property.

Derse stands of young-growth tigbker in need of pre-commercial
thinning should be inventoried as to location and acrezge.

All proposed project sites should be surveyved Forr culzursl

@ _resources.

Froposed sites +to be cleared of brush should be swyveysd for
acreage. Steep slopes and drainages should be delineated oult - as
equipment exclusion aonet.

Brush Removal

Remove as much brush as possible on tha topography o
mechanical cisaring methods. Limit heavy sauipment © i o
less than 40X, Brush shoula bz piled or windrowad for burning as
soon as possible atter clearing. Lzave stringsrs of brush in
drainages, sitzep sl.opes and roory areas for wildlife habitat and
water-shad protaction. // -

iree Planting

Replant all cleared areas promptly with suitable planting siock.
The main tree species to plant would be ponderosa pine and
incens2 cedar. Limited amounts of Douglas fir, Siarra redwood,
white fir, Jeffrey pine, and biister rust resistant sugar  pine
could alseo ULe planted. In previously cleared areas which now
contain grasses, the wvegetation hould be controlled with
suitable herbicides. Some herbicide application may be needed on
planted areas if brush regeneration g a problem.
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ommercial Thinning

[ 4

Fre-c
%

Over—-stocied stanogs of young-growth Limber should be thrainnie) a8
soon as possible to maximize growth oft selected leave trees. In
many of these areas, brush competitidn also exists which~Bhanldr. 2
bs removed. Removal methads should include manual and mechanical.

'

Wildlife Habitat Improvement

The opportunity exists to improve the wildlife “-habitat in
conjunction with projects to imprave the other vesourcés of the
property. Yegetation removal should be done ir. such & way D
maximize the edge effect between natural cover and cleared ar=2&as.
vYegetation should remain as diverse as possible to provide
adequate cover and food.

wWater scurces could be devziopzd to the benetit of
species. Dsvelcpment of seasonal ponds and wildlise
should be carried out where possible.

Fencing

A fencing plan should be developed to control the use of portions
of State land by adjacent range cattle. These fences should be
designed toc allow for selsctive grazing if desired, to experiment
with cattle for vegetation control. .

FOUR_ YEAR WORK FLAN

yaars only.

Fiscal Year 88-89:

1. BSet thres interior property corners when the U.S. Forast
contract survey of the exterior of Section 38 is completed. ThHiS
work could be coordinated by licensed land surveyor Dan Seamount
with assistance from the State Farest Statf.

Operating costs for the survey work would include per diem,
equipment rental, and miscellaneous supplies for an estimated
amount of F3,000,00,

2. Start inventory work. Mark boundary lines and cruise timber in
southeast 30. Determine acreage of pre-commercial thinrning neaded
in southern portion of property ard mark boundaries of thinning.

Work +to be accomplished by State Forest staff with a per dJdiem
budget of appreximately $1,500.00.

R Y
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Fiscal Year ;

$

1. Lay out and mark & small’ nre—comneré1=4 tnxnn1ng pnct.ﬁ Thin

- A

with hand labor from‘M1ramonte ConservatLon Camp'. Evaluate trnvek”
times of crmws tc project -and, ef41c1en_v o+t u51nq 1nmatﬁqkdbur on

-
“

property. ~ar diem budget: F1,000.00. ° ) N

2. Determine acreage of brushing that could be accampiished
narthern 32 acras ot pruerLy. ek bounanr.es and oo vey
for cultural sites. Determine fercing.plan needed to
graz.ng. Per diem budget: #1, 000,00,

o .
e

‘urchase material for any proposed fencing project. Costs

F
be determined from fencing plan.

Fiscal Year 90—-91:

i. Issue brushing contract for a portion of northern 80 acres of
praoperty. Costs would be dependent on actual acres traated. Time
clearing for spring of the year.

Fiscal Year 91-92

4. Burn brush piles from clearing project in fall months.
2. Construct feacing in aresas. planned to be plantes.

2. Issue tree planting contract for spring or accomplish  with
inmate labor.

4. Apply herbicide to grass or brush sprouis.

. N
.

»

FUTURE PROJECTS AND MAINTENANCE WORK

Harvest timber in southeast 40,
Construct ponds or guzzlers for wildlife habitat improvemart.
Continue pre-commercial thinning and clean and release work.

4. Apply herbicide as spot treatment to brush sprouts and
seedlings.

5. Develop interpretive material regarding the completed projects
to Jdisseminate to interasted landowners
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Photo #1 - Overview of western portion of proper‘ty taken
from northern 40. Forest Service clearing on State ‘tand
in forground and proposed brush clearing areas in background

Photo #2 - Brush and timber on ridge along {oazinanpase
western portion of parcel.
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Photo #5 - Mature timber in southeastern 40
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