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wwelpoloif oeiqishtingactivitigs riniithessipavian areas.

tiovs of Jaw ood 96 285945 vIiividos noijsuilznod
The Projéét i Biologisorwidl naonitor these areas
during these timeframes to ensure conmpliance with
this mitigation measure.

Effectiveness: The applicant has agreed to avoid direct
impacts by locating the proposed cable to avoid trees in
riparian areas. The scheduling of construction activities to
avoid any indirect impacts to wildlife nesting in the riparian
areas and to avoid road rutting or soil displacement, likely
to occur when these areas are wet, will reduce indirect
impacts to riparian areas to insignificant.
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‘Disturbance of special status’plant and animal species
caused by construction. T e - I

2) changes or alterations have ‘been incorporated inte
the project which avoid or substantially lessen the
significant envirommentel efféct as identified in
the final EIR. Such changes or alterations are
within the responsibility and Jjurisdiction of
another public agency and not the agency making the
finding. Such changes can and should be adopted by
such other agency. (See agency list at the end of
this section.)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FIRDING:

Construction activities could cause direct or indirect
mortality or a loss of habitat for a species considered to be rare,
threatened, endangered or otherwise requiring extremely careful
treatment due to their sensitivity and/orx critically small
populations.

‘Botanical field surveys were conducted from April 19 through
May 8, 1989, using two endangered plant specialists visiting all
potential habitats along the route. Seven populations (five
species) of listed rare plants were found in the intensive field
surveys. Their locations are not in conflict with the proposed
route.

During April and May, 1989, cualified sensitive species
specialists conducted field surveys of gensitive wildlife resources
along the proposed route. Only one Burrowing Owl siting and one
potential Kit Fox den were found along the proposed ‘route ‘during
the field surveys. Their locations are not in conflict with the
proposed route.

in general, impacts to special status plant and animal species
will be avoided by construction. However, cable construction
activities could result in significant impacts to special status
species known to have suitable habitat on or adjacent to the
proposed route, including: Xern Hallow; San Diego Horned Lizard;
San Joaquin Kit Yox; Tipton's Kangaroo Rat; Giant Kangarooc Rat; and
the San Joaquin Antelope Squirrel. To ensure avoidance of these




. BELATICATY T OMCTA L L
specics, the final EIR recommends the mitigation measures presented
below; These measures include: construction location

eestrictions; monitoring in special status . animal habitats;

S : y

restriction of vehicular use in the ROW; and a construction worker

education program. Specifically, the final EIR states:
Biological Resources

Just south of Lokern Road in the San Joaguin Valley,
at Milepost 152, all construction activities,
including cable placenment, must be restricted to the
existing road or rcad shoulder to avoid known
populations of Kern Mallow. The Project Biologist
will monitor all construction activities in the area
to ensure avoidance.

Effectiveness: Keeping construction activities within
:0 feet of the roadway will not impact this known
population.

10) The Project Bioclogist will be present when trenching
equipment crosses potential habitat for the San
Diego Horned Lizard (Mileposts 34-43 and 62-75).
The Project Biologist will investigate 'the area
immediately in front of the cable laying machinery
as it moves along the route. Project construction

will be conducted on warm days when lizards will be
active above ground. ’

.Should San Diego Horned Lizards be encountered, they will
be chased away, or removed from the work space to prevent
any injury to the animals. Any removed animals will be
immediately returned to where they were encountered after
the installation crew has passed.

2 greater risk would be trenching through a burrow
containing a 1lizard fleeing from nearby ground
disturbance. Should a lizard be encountered along the
route, the Project Biologist will observe lizard activity
ahead of the cable-laying operation. Should an
individual enter a burrow that woulid be intercepted by
cable-laying activities, the Project Biologist will have
the authority to stop the operation until the lizard re-
emerges and leaves the construction zcne.

AT A ANeP T s P
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Iginsqe o +; 1E9% napitat  (Mileposts 84212%;:127=207, 214-229,
' sqe o3 (V7113832383 SL40=8157); -Oné potential san Joaquin Kit

Fox den was found along thé'propsded route on the

wstosye Sacramento Lateral (Milepost SL40.8) near Livermore

E e AUELNg preconstruction surveys. It -will not be

"tV epfected by the project.  If any previously

" undetected locations are identified during

construction by the Project Biologist, they will be

flagded and avoided in the immediate area while the

‘den is in use. Culverts or other wan-made

facilities that are suspected@ of actively housing

a kit fox will also be avoided. All petential dens

will be plotted on construction maps and

construction personnel will be notified of their

presence; they will be flagged in the field by the

Project Biologist. In addition to the omn-site

Project Biolcgist, construction supervisory

personnel will be responsible for insuring the

avoidance of all kit fox dens. If any den closures

are necessary to permit construction to proceed,

they will be discussed with CDFG and the U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service prior to initiating the
activity.

15 8DABUD 9,;.]51)93;;?‘&%@« proposed cable passes through San Joaquin Kit

.

No burrows suspected of being either those of the
Tipton or Giant Kangarco Rat (or other sensitive

fossorial mammals) we-e found during field surveys.
However, the proposed cable passes through their
habitat (Mileposts 134-136, 167-174). If any are
found by the Project Biolegist prior to
construction, they will be marked with flagging and
avoided.

No San dJoaquin Antelope Sguirrel burrows were
identified in the field survey. However, the
proposed cable passes through their habitat
(Mileposts 84-124, 127-207, 214-229). If the
Project Biologist observes one of these animals
using a particular burrow, it will be marked with
flagging and avoided.

Effectiveness: These mitigation measures will reduce
any significant impact to these sensitive species to
insignificant, if any are located.

15) Wherever feasible, off-road driving will not be
pernitted in areas of sensitive plant or wildlife
habitats. This will be coordinated with the Project
Biologist.
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A constru

. devel pé‘é 3 imple nis~ program will deal
. . ..with the pctenti 1 pre ¢ sens:.tlva species in
the) &prcject area ' th g al obligation of

st W

constmcnxon parsonne]f to avoid impact o thenm, and

specific nitxgatidﬁ“ﬁe%suresf ‘designed to avoid or
minimi e mpact £o_, thes 'species. The worker
educa ~ion program will also include information on
thne prohlbitmn of fire‘ams on the construction

.site, lmltatxons on off-road driving. etc.

t

ve : This npeasure will help in reducing
impacts. to sensitive plants and animals by making workers
avare of the. sensitivities, the reasons for avoidance,
and the penalties for not avoidihg these sensitivities.
The measure will alsc 1ncrease ‘rapport between’ the
workers and the Pro'\ect Biologlsts ‘which will enhance
impact avoidance procedures implementation via
information reporting.
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TRAFFIC

IMPACT: Traffic congestions, delays, accidents and public
inconvenience.

PINDING: 2) -Changes or alterations: have been -incorporated into
the project which aveid -or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effect as identified in
the final EIR. Such changes or alterations are
within the responsibility and Jjurisdiction of
another public agency and not the agency making the
finding. Such changes can and should be adopted by
such other agerzy. (See list of agencies at end of
this section.)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE PIMDINGS:

The cable will be placed in existing pipe or conduit in urban
paved streets. Installation of the cable in the existing pipe or
conduit via existing manholes will be accomplished in off-peak
traffic hours such nights or weekends according to the direction
of the local permitting authority. Ia rural areas where pipe does
not exist, new pipe will be placed in the dirt shoulder of the
road, wherever possible. Construction eguipment use of and
alteration tc paved roads would be minimal. The f£inal EIR
recommends the following mitigation to reduce traffic related
impact due to construction equipment use of roads:

3.7.1.2 Access and Transportation

2) Construction-related traffic would be restricted to
routes approved by the agency of proper
jurisdiction. New access roads or cross-country
vehicle travel would not be permitted unless prior
written approval was given. Temporary roads used
by the applicant would be rehabilitated when
construction activities were complete.

3.7.1.10 Land Uses

5) The applicant will provide for the safety of the
public using public roads intersecting the proposed
right of way. This will include, but not be limited
tc, road detours, barricades for open trenches, and

flagpersens with communication systems for blasting

operations.
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Los Angeles County
Ventura County
Rern County

Kings County
Fresno County

San Benito County
Monterey County
Santa Clara County
San Mateo County
San Francisco County
Alameda County

San Joaquin County
Sacramento County

City of Los Angeles
City of Glendale

City of Burbank

City of San Fernrando
City of Santa Clarita
City of Taft

City of Soledad

City of San Francisco
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