% MINUTE ITEM 4
This:Calendar tiem No. Z_,
‘Was Gp fcvgd ?gs hs‘t!*g?uiev ttem
e e State $

\ ,“’%“’“

lssion by a yote
at its

CALENDAR ITEM

48 09/27/89.
W 503.1632
Collins
Stevenson

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
IN IMPLIED DEDICATION LAWSUIT ENTITLED
SURFRIDER v. MUTUAL SAVINGS & LOAN
(SANTA BARBARA COUNTY SUPERIOR CCURT: CASE NO. 161652);
HAMMONDS MEADOW; SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

staff of the Commission and the Office of the Attorney General
recommend that the State Lands Commission approve the terms cf
the proposed settlement of the above lawsuit. This lawsuit
involues implied dedication claims made by the Surfrider
Foundation to the beach-front property known as Hammonds Meadow
in the County of Santa Barbara, located along the coast between
the Biltmore and Miramar hotels, south of Montecito. (See
attached photograph incorporated as a part of this calendar
item and marked Exhibit "A".) Even though the State was not a
party to this lawsuit, approval by the State Lands Commission
and the Attorney General has been made a condition of the
settlement by the Lawyers Title Insurance Company, in order to
preclude the State from making additional implied dedication
claims in the future.

This lawsuit was riled in 1986 by the Surfrider Foundation
against Mutual Savings & Loan Association which possesses legal
title to the area. During the time that the litigation was
pending, Mutual sought and obtained development permits from
the County of Santa Barbara and the Ccastal Commission which
would allow residential development of the area. #n
Environmental Impact Report was prepared and certified in
conjunction with these permits and mitigation measures were

(ADDED pgs. 359-359.5)
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adopted in connection as part of the approvals of the project.

The dedication requirements imposed, however, did not

satisfactorily settle Surfrider's implied dedication claims

against the property, hence the necessity for this settlement.

under the sektlement, Surfrider, on behalf of itself and the
general public, agrees to disclaim any implied dedication claims
to the remainder of Mutual's property, in exchange for a
recognition by Mutual that certain parcels and access trails
have been the subject of an implied dedication to the public.
The areas subject to an implied -dedication are shown on the
development maps, attached to this calendar item and
incorporated as Exhibits "B-1" and "B-2", @s the areas denoted
ugh (parcels 37, 38, 39, and the access trails); such areas
include a large portion of the meadow and all of the beach.

The areas to be disclaimed of implied dedication rights are
denoted on the maps as "B". The County of Santa Barbara has
already accepted all of the above dedications except one of the
trails. If the County does not accept this trail dedication,
the agreement provides it may be accepted by the State of
California. Surfrider has contacted the State Coastal
Conservancy which has agreed to accept the trail in the event
the Couaty does not. The settlement does not, and is not
intended to, settle the boundary of State—owned tide and
submerged lands in the area.

It is believed that this settlement is in the best interest of
the State of California and the public., It assures the public
that Hammonds beach (which is reknown for its excellent surf)
and meadow will remain open for public recreational use and it
alsc assures continual access to this beach and meadow area.

By approuving the settlement, the State would give up any claims
based on implied dedication that it may have to the remainder
of the area. It is believed that this is a feir compromise.

AB 884: N/A.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

1. Aan Environmental Impact Report has been
certified in connection with the approval
of residential development at this site.
Mitigation measures have been adopted in
connection with the permits granted by the
County of Santa Barbara and the california
Coastal Commission.
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Pursuant to the Commission's delegation OF*
authority and the State CEQA Guidelines (14
Cal. Code Regs. 15061) the staff has
determined that the Commission approval of
the settlement of the implied dedication
lawsuit is exempt from the requirements of
the CEQA as a statutorily exempt project.
The project is exempt because it involves
settlements of title and boundary problems.

Authority: P.R.C. 21080.11.
. Site Map.

fA
B-1. Development Plan.
B-2. Development Plan.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1.

APPROVE THE HAMMONDS MEADOW SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND
PxOPOSED JUDGMENT TO IMPLEMENT THAT SETTLEMENT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE WITH THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

AND THE COMMISSION'S SACRAMENTO OFFICE.

AUTHORIZE THE STAFF OF THE COMMISSION AND THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL'S OFFICE TO TAKE WHATEVER STEPS ARE NECESSARY IN
ORDER TO IMPLEMENT THIS AGREEMENT AND PROPOSED JUDGEMENT.

FIND THAT THE ACTIVITY IS EXEMPT FROM THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE CEQA PURSUANT TO 14 CAl.. CODE REGS. 15061 -AS A
STATUTORILY EXEMPT PROJECT PURSUANT TO P.R.C. 21080.11,
(SETTLEMENT OF TITLE AND BOUNDARY PROBLEMS).
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