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RENEWAL OF BORROW PERMIT PRC 6735

PERMITTEE: United States Department of the Interior
Bureau of Reclamation
Lower Colorado Regional OfFfice
P. C. Box 427
Boulder City, Nevada 89005

AGENT : Edward M. Hallenbeck, Regional Director
Bureau of Reclamation
P. 0. Box 427
Boulder City, Nevada 89005

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATIOCN:
State school land - S 1/2 of N 1/2 of NE 1/4
and N 1/2 of S 1/2 of NE 1/4 and W 172 of N 1/2
of 8 1/2 of S 1/2 of NE 1/4, Sec. 16, Tiiw,
R21E, SBM, San Bernardino County, 15 miles
northwest of Needles.

LAND USE: Approval of a five-year renewal of Borrow
Permit PRC 6735, effective October 1, 1989, for
the extraction of rock used to armor the levee
of the Colorado River.

TERMS OF ORIGINAL PERMIT:
Initial period: October 1, 1984 through
September 30, 1989.

TERMS OF PROPOSED RENEWAL:
Initial period: October 1, 1989 through
September 30, 1994,
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 23 (conT'p)

CONSIDERATION: Filing fee of ¢$25, processing fee of $250, and
a8 royalty of twenty cents ($.20) per short ton
(2,000 pounds) of rock quarried on the subject
parcel.

PREREQUISITE CONDITIONS, FEES AND EXPENSES:
Permittee has submitted application for
renewal, filin¢ fee, and processing fee,

STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCES:
A. P.R.C.: Div. 6, Parts 1 and 2; Div. 13.

8. Cal. Code Regs.: Title 2, Div, 3;
Title 14, Div. 6.

AB 884: N/A.
BACKGRGOUND :

Under the first five-year term of the permit, approximately
352,261 tons of rock was quarried and utilized for riprap. The
rock is quarried by drilling blast holes in a regular pattern,
filling the holes with a proper quantity of explosives, and
detonating the explosives. The broken rock is loaded and
transported to a grizzly/screening plant in the quarry work
area and classified into 18- inch diameter rock. The
classified rock is hauled by approximately ten, 20-ton trucks
to the Colorado River levee sites, six to twelve miles by
gravel surface roads from the quarry site. The riprap is
placed to stabilize the banks and armor the levees of the
Colorado River so as to reduce damage by erosion and to protect
life and, property from flood run-off. One Bureau of
Reclamation inspector will be required at the worksite. The
inspector will ensure that contractor's operations are
performed in a safe manner and in accordance with all
applicable provisions of the Bureau's publication entitled
"Construction Safety Standarss.® Approximately 50,000 to.is of
rock will be quarried each year under the renewal to replenish
existing riprap stockpiles.

ROYALTY:

Rovalty under the primary term of the permit was twelve cents
($0.12) per short ton (2,000 pounds). Royalty under the
renewal five-year term shall be twenty cents ($.20) per short
ton (2,000 pounds).
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 93 (CONT'D)

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

1. A Finding Of No  Significant Impact (FONSI)
State Clearinghouse No. SCH 81081420 was
prepared and adopted for this project by
the United States Department of the
Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, Lower
Colorado Region. The document was
circulated for public review as broadly as
State and iccal law may require and notice
was given meeting the standards in 14 Cal.
Code Regs. 15072(a). Therefore, pursuant
to 14 Cal. Code Regs. 15225, the staff
recommends the use of the federal FONSI in
place of the Negative Declaration.

The permittee shall continue to maintain
all necessary and applicable permits and
obey all laws and regulations to the

conduct of operations under this permit.

The permit area is located within lands
which Senator Alan Cranston, by his
"California Desert Protection Act™" (8-11),
and Congressman Levine, through his HR 780,
propose to make into a wilderness area.

The permit area is also contained within
the Bureau of Land Management Dead
Mountains Wilderness Study Area (CDCA-276)
which has been recommended as non-suitable
for wilderness.

EXHIBITS: Land Description.
. Site Map.
Quarry Site Map.
FONSI, NOD.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. FIND THAT THE FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT PREPARED AND
ADOPTED FOR THIS PROJECT BY THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
THE INTER1OR, BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, LOWER COLORADO REGION
MEETS THE REQUIRFMENTS OF THE CEQA THEREFORE PURSUANT TO
14 CAL. CODE REGS. 15225 ADOPT SUCH FEDERAL DOCUMENT FOR
USE IN PLACE OF THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION. THE PROJECT
SHALL INCLUDE THIS RENEWAL AND THE REMAINING RENEWAL THE
COMMISSION MAY APPROVE FOR THE SAME PROJECT, AS DESCRIBED
IN THE FONSI AND THIS PERMIT.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO.-23 (CONT'D)

2. DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS APPROVED, WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

3. AUTHORIZE THE RENEWAL OF THE BORROW PEPMIT TO THE UNITED
STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BURZAU OF RECLAMATION,
LOWER COLORADC REGIONAL OFFICE, FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS
TO QUARRY APPROXIMATELY 50,000 TONS OF ROCK ANNUALLY FOR
PLACEMENT AS RIPRAP TO STABILIZE THE BANKS AND ARMOR THE
LEVEES ON THE COLORADO RIVER, AT A ROYALTY OF TWENTY CENTS
PER SHORT TON (2,000 LBS.) Of QUARRIED ROCK ON THE S 1/2 OF
N 1/2 OF NE 1/4 AND N 1/2 OF S 1/2 OF NE 1/4 AND W 1/2 OF
N 1/2 OF S 1/2 OF S 1/2 OF NE 1/4, SEC. 16, T1IN, R21E,
SBM, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY CONTINGENT UPON THE PERMITTEE
OBTAINING, IF NECESSARY FROM THE COMMISSION, AN APPROPRIATE
PERMIT FOR THE DEPOSITION OF THE ROCK. EFFECTIVE DATE OF
THE RENEWAL WILL BE OCTOBER 1, 1989 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30,
1994 AND IT MAY BE RENEWED FOR A MAXIMUM OF ONE ADDITIONAL
FIVE-YEAR TERM; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT IF THE PERMIT AREA
BECOMES PART OF A WILDERNESS AREA UNDER THE CALIFORNIA
DESERT PROTECTION (S-11), OR ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW,
THEN ALL RIGHTS OF THE PERMIT SHALL CEASE AND THE PERMIT

AREA SHALL BE ABANDONED AND RESTORED TO THE TERMS AND
CONDITIONS OF THE PERMIT.

(REVISED 10/25/89) -
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EXHIBIT “A" .
LAND DESCRIPTION

A parcel of California State school lands in San Bernardino founty, california,
described as follows:

S} of Wy of NEk, 3 of Sk of NEk, and W of N of Sk of S% of
NE% of Section 16, T 11N, R 21 £, SBH.
END OF DESCRIPTION

PREPARED ‘AUGUST 14, 1984, BY BOUNDARY AND TITLE UNIT.
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EXHIBIT "B"

PRC 6736.2
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EEXH‘ B8IT f‘c »
STATE LANDS COMMISSION
PRC 8735.2

8GORROW PERMIT
USDOI, BUREAU OF RECLAPATION

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY
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EXHiBIT "D*

URITED STATES DEPARTHMENT OF THE INTERICR
BUREAY OF RECLAMATION
LONER COLORADO REGION, BOULDER CITY, NEVADA

e

FINDING OF HO SIGKIFICANT IMPACT
COLORAD) RIVER FRONT WORK ARD LEVEE 377STEM

9 1ficant
Izepact Nunber (Regmn)

Recormmend: ilc.z&ﬁw\ (e é"*‘.{ o Date: €’3 "D

Regioral Environmental Officer

Approved:  H1, - AAALLA L. Date: ,j ""é’-z
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FINDING OF MO SIGNIFICANT IMCACT

Under autharity of the Colorado River Front Work and Levee System Act,
the- Bureau of Reclamation maintains the channel, banklines, levees, and
control s:ructures along the Colorado River. This maintenance program
known as the Colorado River Front Work and Levee System {CRFULS) 1s for
jncreased bank stabilization to prevent further erosion and to protect
1ife and property in anticipation of high volume water reieases T POIT.
Hoover Dam and flood munoff from tributary drainages.

The Front Work aad Levee System has been ongoing since at Jeast 1925.
An Environmental Assessmont on the maintenance wovk for the next five
ygizi tas been prepaved and a copy is enclosed.

Based on the Ervironmental Assessment, we recomnend a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI), for the following reasons:

1. Approximately 760 acrves of desert scrub vegetation will be
disturbed by the maintenance work aleng the Lover Cclorado River. This
amount of vegetation is small when compared to the total of 19 million
acres (30,000 square miles) of Lower Colcrade Desert Scruo Association
found along the Lower Colorado River {estimated from Brown and Lowe's
(3980) map of “"Biotic Communities of the Southwest.®) After the work is
completed, the project ares will be allowed to revegetate.

2. There will be scars to the natural landscape due to the
removal of rock at the quarry site; however, 13 out of 18 quarries are
not visible from any pepulation centers. Although some of the gquarry
sitas are within areas rated Visual Resource Management Class Il because
they are within wilderness study areas, some of these sites would
otherwise be rated Class I1I becaiuse thcy have previously been
disturbed. After quarrying operations are done, the sites will be
aliowed to return to their matural condition.

3. Both Class 1 (literature searches) and Class 111
(on-the-ground) surveys were performed in the project area. Oniy four
quarry sites have archaeological features in their vicinity; however,
acne of these features are eligible for inclusion on the Hatyral
Register of Historic Places. Therefore, no significant archaeological
or historical resources would be affected by the proposed activities.

4. Mo Federally-listed endangered or threatened species will be
significantly impacted by this project. Although some of the quarry
sites have habitat for bighorn sheep, raptors, and desert tortoises, the
Bureau of Reclamation consulted with the Uish and Hildlife Service, tie

- California Depertment of Fish and Game, the Arizona Game and Fish
Department, and the Bureau of Land Management in order to find ways of
reducing impacts to these species. Mitigation such as developing water
sources, closing of access roads, and limiting quarrying operations
during certain times of the year to avoid the migration and breeding
seasor were agread to in order te lessen impacts to these state special
status species.
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S. 'The propssed action would have little impact.on Jand use.
is expected that constructing new roads will result in some increase
pubiic use; however, some roads will be blocked off when they are
abandoned and these impacts will therefore be insignificant. The
project may mpair the suitability of the area for preservstion as
wilderness of those sites designated as wilderness study areas.
Hewever,some of these sites have already been disturbed and may not ever
become wilderness areas. No significant impacts to land use are

expected..

For the above reasons, this Finding.of Ho Sigrnificant Impact has been
prepared.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
' BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

LOWER COLCRADO REGION, BOULDER CITY, NEVADA

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

COLORADO RIVER FRONT WORK AND LEVEE SYSTEM

: June 1983
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Neither of the si‘es are visible from a major road or population
center, '

(f) Land Use and Ownership

Both sites are on private 1land.
Little evidence of public use was observed. These sites are within
coce Class L.

Public use of the area may ‘increase
following construction of the road inte site No. 3 and improvement
of the vozd into site No. 2.

Very little impact on land yse would
OCCur as a result of the project.

(18) HManchester (WihK3, sec. 15 and NE%,
sec. 16, T. 11 N., R. 21 .» Califernia)

{a) Terrestrial Resource

This site is an approximately 250
foot high, rocky ridge which parallels a large wash for
approximately 3,000 feet. Approximately 3,235,000 tons of rock
would be removed from this site disturbing about 86 acres. The
work area for the quarry would be located in the wash bottem. A
i-@ile long haul voad would be located on the relatively flat
terrain above the wash for reasons of safety, and would connect the
site to Highway 76.

(b) Vegetation

Vegetation on the quarry site is
sparse, made up primarily of creosote bush, brittlebush, and
bursage, with scattered bunches of grasses and forbs. Vegaetation
in the wash is relatively dense for a desert wash community. The
wash appears to receive and hold a substantial amount of moisture,
and supports mesquite, catclaw acacia, smoke-tree, paloverde,
creossote bush, bursage, brittlebush, and cheese bush. The wash
bottom aiso supports relatively dense stands of grasses and forbs.

Quarrying this site would disturb 85
acres of vegetation, iacluding about 16 acres of vegetation in the
wash.

(¢) Nildlife
The wash 1s heavily used by wildlife.
¥ildlife observed in the area include Jackrabbits, cottontail

rabbits, Gambel's quail, red-tailed hawks, and western diamond back
. Tattlesnakes. The area suports a large rodent population and

8-25
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therefore probably supports a number of predator, and reptiles.
Evidence of desert mule deer was found in the wash., BLH biologists
indicaté the area hasn't supported bighorn sheep in recent years,
although observations of signs in the past two years hint that
either a remnant or new population may be using the general area.
Signs of coyotes and burros were also observed in the area.

As a result of this project, wildlife
using this area would be displaced and some would perish, Several
small, natural water catchments in the wash woyld pe destroyed
during construction of the haul road and work area. Several larger
water catchments are located in the wash, but, being northwest of
the quarry area, would not be disturbed.

Several small water Catchments would
e destroyed by quarrying.

be constructed to replace thos

(d) Archaeology

A Class I literature search shewed no-
cuitural rescurces are located in this area. A Class II survey

indicated that no significant archasological or historical
resources would be affected.

(e) Esthetics

This site is designated a visual
reseurce management Class III because it d

oes not contain any
unique or outstanding visual features.

. Quarrying and construction of the
haul road would disturb the desert varnish and perhaps cause
changes in contour, resulting in a noticeable scar. This site fis
visible from a small portion of Highway 76. Quarrying would be
concentrated on the south an e ridge to reduce

(f) Land Use and Ownership

This site is located on privately
owned land. Little evidence of public use was observed. The Site
s inaccessible except by small ali-terrain vehicles. The site is
designated CDCP Class L.

Construction of an access road would

increase public use. The area's suitability for preservation as

wilderness may be affected.
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Flles
Through: Regional Luvironmental Qfficer March 9, 1951
Through: Acting Reglonal Supervisor of Wager and Land Opcrations

Chdlef, Invircaszental Gporationa Lranch . .

.

Fleld -Assessment of ‘Proposed i!nnchest:er Quarry Sita

Ca Februcry 11, 1351, I comlucted 2a onsite &assessmeat of the aubjoct quarry site,
vhich 18 located in the W0k of sectioa 135, and the .ii; of gection 1oy 7. 14 1.,

e 21 L., Californta, 1 vas accompanded by Joan #iddleton, LC~13); Stan ‘oater,

Yuma Projects Office {(YPO); and Zuth Jlusser, Bureau of Load Hanageneoe (3L, Iicedies,
Caiifornia, T
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several cmall, natural water tanhs in the waoh would Le destroved duping eoastruciion

of the iwaul road and wori. aren. Scvaral larrer water tauls are located in the tagh

Lut aro northuwest of the parall area and should not be disturbed. In general, losscs

and impacts on wildlife will be proporcional to the enouut of vegetazion desttoyed\
cerine construction and auarry cperationm. \
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A Cultural Resource Investigation
of a
Proposed Riprap Material Site,
Colorado River Front Work and Level System

MANCHESTER

June, 1979

J.6. Middleton, Archeologist
Lower Colorado Regional Office
Bureau of Reclamation
Derartment of Interior
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Introduction

The Bureau of Reclamation is in the ongoing process of Tocating
material sources for riprap to stabiiize the Colorado River bank-
line. The purpese of this project is to prevent further erosion
and to protect life and property downstream from the Colorado River
flows during the high volume water releases from Boulder Dam or
during other periods of flood runoff from tributary drainaaes.

On April 24, 1979, I accompanied Mr. Dennis Brietzman, LC-425, on

an inspection of the propcsed riprap material site. As he conducted
the biolegical survey, I examined the site area and access route for
evidence of cultural resources.

Objectives

The primary objective of the survey was to insure that the proposed
testing and subsequent working of the material site would not affect
any cultural resources.

Another objective was to gather reconnaissance-lev;l information
important for an understanding of the prehistory"énd/or“histery of
the area.

Location

The Hanchester site is iocsted in the Y 1/2 K¥ 1/4 of Section 15

and the NE 1/4 of Section 16, T. 11 N., R. 21 E., San Bernardine

County, California. This quarry site is situated 5 miles (8 kilometers)
west of the Colorado River and 7 1/2 miles (12 kilometers) east of

U.S. Yighway 95.

Environment

The proposed site lies between 1160 and 1200 (353.6 to 365.8 meters)
above sea level. The site is situated at the head of a narrow wash




Vi o e

that flows from west to east. The wash is approximately 10 to 20
feet in width and about 20-40 feet in height. The slopes around- and
to the northwest of the site were dense rocky outcrops. The terraces
above the wash to the north paralleling the wash s covered with
desert pavement. The vegetation is characteristic of the Lower
Colorado subdivision of the Sonoran Desertscrub (Brown 1973).

The natural dense vegetation in the wash (45-50% ground cover)
consisted of catclaw (Acacia Greggii), smoketree (Dalea spinosa),
and creosotebush (Larrea Tridentata). The dominant species on the
recky terraces above the quarry site were cholia (Opuntia sp.) and
prickly pear cactus (Opuntia basilario).

Archeological Background

Relatively little archeological research has been done in the

Lover Colorado Region compared to the rest of the American Southwest.
However, this situation is changing due to cultural resource manage-
ment. More work is now being done in the Lower Colorado River area
than ever before.

The only twe studies that we ave aware of in this general area are
Albert H. Schroeder's survey of lands along the Colorado River
between Davis Dam and the Internationai Buider, and Brooks, Alexander,
and Crabtree's survey of the Lower Celorado River. Both surveys were
predominantly confined to the terraces above the flood plain -of the
Colorado River. There have been no surveys that we are aware of in
the area of Manchester Hash.

Field Methods

Sheets of USGS 7.5' topographic maps were used as aids in accomplish-
ing the surveys. In general, transects were walked 3-6 feet (.9 to
1.8 meters) apart aiong the wash for a distance of approximately 1,500
feet {457 meters) up to the quarry site, and continued in the wash
beyond the site. The terraces above the wash to the north and north-
east were also surveyed. Due to the more rugged nature of the
terrain, systematic parallel transects was difficuit. fast-West non-
parallel transects were conducted over the rocky ground.
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Reﬁ@its and‘tonclpsion

No archeological gvidence was discovered in any of the areas surveyed.
There was no sion of any previous disturbance of the area The
£inding of no cultural resources is predictable since the site is
jecated in the bottom of 3 wash with & relatively steep gradient.

The survey is in compliance with 43 CFR 422. No cultural materials
ware Jocated. The arrangement to use this site can proceed as far
as the cultural resources are determined. However, {f the proposed

guarry site js expanded, the additiom area should be archeological
surveyed.
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