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APPROVAL OF A PROSPECTING PERMIT
FOR MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL AND GAS
GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES OR SAND AND GRAVEL,
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

APPILICANT: United States Borax & Chemical Corporation
3075 Wilshire Boulevard
Los fAngeles, california 90010

AGENT: Michael H. pauschkolb
United States Borax & Chemical Corporation

1802 West Grant Road, Suite 108
Tucson, Arizona 85745

PROPOSED PROJECT:
The applicant proposes

to conduct mineral prospecting for
precious metals and other, valuable minerals by drilling a
maximum of nine exploratory holes from six various surface
locations. The holes will be six inches in diameter and
drilled to & proposed total depth of 2,000 feet from a truck
mounted drillrig. subsurface samples will be taken at regular

intervals and assayed offsite.

new surface disturbance. The drillsites will

be located along .existing dirt roads and jeep trails.
Preparation of a drillsite will not include levelling the

area. Each of these sites will have & work area of about

one-~tenth of an acre.

There will be no

Drillholes will he abandoned by backfilling the holes up to_the
The drillsites will be properly

surface with drill cuttings.
reclaimed and left in such a way as to minimize evidence of

prospecting work.

(ADDED pgs. 144-144.33)
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Additional activjties are not authorized under this permit.
Any other proposed activities will not proceed without the
prior approval of a project amendment. If commercial mining
operations are proposed, an appropriate environmental document
will be prepared and circulated for commeni prior to issuance
of a mineral extraction lease.

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATION:
Vacant, State owned school land further
described as follows - Section 16, Township 2
North, Range 23 East, SBM, southeastern San
Bernardino County, approximately 45 miles north
of Blvthe, California. )

LAND USE: Conduct mineral prospecting for precious metals
and other valuable minerals on 639.52 acres of
State school land located in San Bernardino
Count's,

TERM OF THE PROPOSED PCRMIT:

Initial period: Two years commencing on the
first day of the month
following the month in which
it is executed by the
Commission.

Royalty: Royalty payable under the
permit is 20 percent of the
gross value of minerals
secured from the permit area
and sold, or otherwise
disposed of, or held for
sale or other disposition.

PREREQUISITE CONDITIONS, FEES AND EXPENSES:
1. Required statutory filing fee, processing
fee and acreage deposit -have been submitted
by the applicant.

The subiect parcel is not known to contain
commercially valuable mineral deposits.

Royalty payable under any preferential
lease will not be less than ten percent of
the gross value of all mineral production
from the leased lands, less any charges
approved by the Commission incurred while
transporting and processing the State's
royalty share of production.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. O 55 (CONT'D)

CONSIDERATION: Filing fee of $25.00, processing fee of $250.00
and acreage deposit of $640.00 for $915.00
total.

STATUTORY AND CTHER REFERENCES:
A, P.R.C.: Div. 6, Sec. 6891.

B. Cal. Code Regs.: Title 2, Sec. 2000.
AB 884: 12/05/86.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

1. Pursuant to the Commission's delegation of
authority and the State CEQA Guidelines
{(Cal. Code Regs. 15025), the st&ff has
prepared a proposed Negative Declaration
identified as EIR ND 492, State
Clearinghouse No. 89071022, such proposed
Negative Declaration was prepared and
circulated for pubic review pursuant to the
provisions of CEQA. A copy of this
document is attached as Exhibit "C",

Based upon the Initial Study, the proposed
Negative Declaration and the comments
received in response thereto, there is no
substantial evidence that the project will
have a significant effect on the
environment (Cal. Code Regs. 15074(b)).

Pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6895, upon
evtablishing to the satisfaction of the
Commission that commercially valuable
mineral deposits have been discovered
within the limits of the permit, the
applicant would have a preferential right
to a lease for a maximum of 640 acres
embraced within the permit. Said right
will be subject to all -necessary
environmental approvals. The issuance :of
this permit will not effect the discretion
of the Commission in granting or denying
such leases because of environmental
considerations.

The mineral prospecting permit will provide

for a performance bond or other security
device of $7,500.00 in favor of the State.
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4. The subject parcel is not within current
S-11 boundaries and is not within a BLM
Wilderness Study Area.

5. During World War II, the parcel was leased
to the U.S. government and was part of a
large area used for military training. It
was subsequently quitclaimed back to the
State. A site inspection of the parcel was
conducted by staff on January 11, 1989. No
ordnance was found ©on the ‘parcel. There ic
no conclusive evidence that the parcel -had
ever been used for military -purposes.
staff has informed the applicant of the
past use of this parcel.

APPROVALS OBTAINED:
pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6890, the subject

permit application and. form have been approved
by the Office of the Attorney General as to
compliance with the applicable provisions of

the law.

EXHIBITS: A. Land Description.

B, Site Map.
¢. Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

CERTIFY THAT THE NEGATIVE CECLARATION EIR ND 492, STATE
CLEARINGHOUSE NO. 83071022, WAS PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT
PURSUANT TO THE 'PROVISIONS OF CEQA AND THAT THE COMMISSION
HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION CONTAINED
THEREIN. THE PROJECT SHALL INCLUDE THIS -PROSPECTING PERMIT

QNQ ANY EXTENSION THE .COMMISSION MAY GRANT IN ITS )
DISCRETTON FOR THE SAME PROJECT DESCRIBED IN THE PERMIT.

ANY EXTENSION SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE YEAR.

2. DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS APPROVED, WILL NOT HAUE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

3. DETERMINE THAT THE LANDS DESCRIBED IN THE PERMIT fIRE NOT
PRESENTLY KNOWN TO CONTAIN COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE DEPOSITS

OF MINERALS.

1.
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‘CALENDAR ITEM NO. ?, 3 (CONT!D):

AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF A MINERAL PROSPECTING PERMIT TO
UNITED STARTES BORAX & CHEMICAL CORPORATION FOR A TERM OF
TWO YEARS, FOR ALL MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL AND GAS,
GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES- OR SAND- AND GRAVEL ON SECTION 16, T2N,
R23E, SBM, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CONTAINING 639.52 ACRES;
IN .ACCORDAMNCE WITH STANDARD FORM OF PERMIT. ROYALTY
PAYABLE UNDER THE PERMIT SHALL BE TWENTY PERCENT, ROYALTY
PAYABLE UNDER ANY PREFERENTIAL LEASE ISSUED UPON THE
DISCOVERY OF COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE MINERAL DEPOSITS SHALL
NOT BE LESS THAN' TEN PERCENT OF THE GROSS VALUE OF ALL .
MINERAL PRODUCTION FROM THE LEASED LANDS, LESS ANY CHARGES
APPROVED 8Y THE COMMISSION MADE OR INC{ RRED WITH RESPECT TO
TRANSPORTING OR PROCESSING THE STATE'S NOYALTY SHARE OF
PRODUCTION. THE DETERMINATION OF SAID ROYALTY AND CHARGES
WILL BE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE COMMISSION.
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EXHIBIT "A" w0568
LAND DESCRIPTION

A parcel of state-owned school land in San Bernardino County, California, described as

follows:
All of Section 16, T2N, R23E, SBM.

END OF DESCRIPTION

PREPARED JULY 13,1989 BY BIU L.
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1807 “13TH STREET
SACRAMENTO, CALIFGRNIA 95814

Ertc Kruger - 4.8, File Ref.: W 40588
Date: October 5, 1989

ROTICE OF PUBkIC REVIEH

OF
PROPOSED NEGATIVE GECLARATION
(Section 15073 CCR)

A Proposed Negative Declaration has been prepared pursuant to the
requirements of the California Enviromsental Quality Act (Section 21000
et seq., Public Resources Code), the State CEQA Guidelinas {Section
15000 et seq., Title 14, California Code Regulations), and the State
Lands Commisston regulatfons. (Section 2901 =t seq., Title 2, California
Code Reguiations), for a project currently being processed by the staff
of the State Lands Commission, . )

The document is attached foy your yeview, Corments should be
addressed to the State Lands Commission.office shown above, with atten-
tion to the undarsigned, Al1 comments must be received by November 7, 1989,

Should you have any questions or need additional information, piease
call (9161322n7813, . .

»
«® e emses e - - o~ -

ATTACHMENT

ED T, FUKUSHIMA
Diyision of Research &
Planning
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. -* PROPOSED KEGATIVE DECLARATION

.. EIR KD 492
| File Ref,: W 40568
SCH#: 8907 1022

-

Pro jec.t Title: SAVAHIA PROJECT

Project Proponent: United States Borax & Chemical Corporation

Project Location: Section 16, T.2 N., R.23 E., S.B.M., approximately 6 miles north
) ' of Vidal Junction, San Bernardino County.

Project Description:

The proposed project calis for drilling a maximm of nine exploratory holes from six
various surface locations. The holes will be six fnches in diameter and drilled to a pro-
sed total depth of 2,000 feet, Subsurface samples will be taken at regular intervals
and assayed offstte for precious metals and valuable minerals other than ot} and gas, gec-

ermal resources or sand and gravel.. The proposed drillsttes wili bde Jocated along exis~
ting roads and Jeep trails. Each dril}

site will require about one~tenth of an acre of land
use; There wil} be No new surface disturbance from the proposed prospecting activity.,.

Contact Person: TED T. PUKUSHIMA Telephone:

. . ne " & e xemese -

(916)322-7813

This docwment ig prepared pursuant to the requirements of the California
Environmental Qu iity Act (Section 21000 et seq

«» Publie Resources Code), the
State CEQA Guideiines (Section 15000 et seq., Title 14, Califoenis Code Regu-
lations), and the State Lands Conmission regulations (Section 2201 et seq,,
Titie 2, california Code Regulations),

Based upon the attached Initial Study,

it has been found that:

{X7 the project will not have a gignificant effect on the environment.

1 7 mitigation measures included in the project will avold potentially
significant effects, A NN
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‘EYATE OF CALIZORNIA.-STATE LANDS COMMISSION
STATE LANDS COMMISSION

245 WEST BROADWAY, SUITZ 425

Flile Refs W 40568

_ ‘ SCH§ 89071022

.- , August 16, 19835

SUBJECT: Consultation Pursuant to Section 21080.3 .
of the Public Resource Code

The STATE LANDS COMMISSION is the lead agency for the proposed
project desci'ibed in the attached material for the purpose of
the California Environmental Quality Act and by this letter ro-
quests, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21089,3, the
position of your Agency as to whether an Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) or a Negative Declaration {ND) should be required

for this project. Please be specific as to whether you believe
the document is: (1) an ND, or (2} an BIR.

We would appreciate receiving your comments on this. project with-
in 15 days from receipt of this letter. Please send your com-
ments to the contact person at the Commisazion Office indicated.
below. Thank you for your cooperation in. this regard,

D. .J..EVERITIS, .Assistant Chief, ST :
Extractive Development Prqgram

Attachment: Inital Study . .
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STATE LANDS COMMISSION
245 W. Broadway, Room 425
Long Beach, (i 20802

) Attenticn: Eric Kruger '
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