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APPROVAL OF A PROSPECTING PERMIT
FOR MINERALS OTHER THAN
OIL AND GAS, GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES OR SAND AND GRAVEL
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

United States Borax & chemical Corporation

APPLICANT: ,
3075 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles, California 90010
AGENT: Michael H. Rauschkolb R

United States Borax & Chemical Corporation
1802 West Graht Road, Suite 108
Tucson, Arizona

PROPOSED AUTHORIZATION:
Approval of a mineral prospecting permit for

two years to conduct an exploration program for
borates and valuable minerals other than oil
and gas, geothermal resources or sand and
gravel on-'640 acres of patented State school
land located in San Bernardino County.

PROPOSED PROJECT:
The applicant proposes to conduct mineral prospecting for

borates and other valuable minerals by drilling a maximum of
five exploratory holes from five various surface locations.
The holes will be six dinches in diameter and drilled to a
proposed total depth of 2,000 feet from a truck mounted
drillrig. Subsurface samples will be taken at regular
intervals and assayed offsite.

There will be no new surface disturbance. The drillsites will

be located along existing dirt roads and jeep trails.
Preparation of a drillsite will not include levelling the
area. FEach of these sites will have a work area of about

one-tenth of an acre.
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AREA, TYPE LAND, AND LOCATION:

The proposed permit 1

st

ercent (100%) miner

des

Township 9 North
Meridian, west-

approximatel
California.

TERMS OF PERMIT:
Initial period:

Renewal options

Royalty:

PREREQUISITE CONDITIONS, FEES A
1. Filing fee,
" deposit hav

2.
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abandoned by backfillir
hole cuttings.
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‘Project amendment
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central San Bernardino County,

t of Barstouw,

C

The primary term of a mineral
Prospecting permit is two
years. '
P Xn dts discretion, the
Cimmission may extend “4he
Lerm for one additional year.

Royalty payable under the.
permit is 20 percent of the
gross value of minerals
secured from the permit area
and sold or otherwise
disposed of, or hald for sale
or other disposition.

ND EXPENSES:
pProcessing fee,

and acreage
been received,

e

ot known to contain

Yy valuable mineral deposits.
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CALUENDAR ITEM NO. 9 % (CONT ‘D)

3. Royalty payable under any preferential
lease will not be less than ten percent of
the gross value of all mineral production
from the leased lands, less any charges
approved by the Commission incurred while
transpoerting and processing the State's
royalzy share of production.

STATUTORY AND: OTHER REFERENCES:
4. P.R.C.: Diuv. 6, Sec. 6891.

B. Cal Code Regs. Title 2, Sec. 2000,

AB 884 04/20/90.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
1. Pursuant to the Commission's delegation of

authority and the State CEQA Guidelines
{14 Cal Code Regs. 15025), the staff has
prepared. a proposed Negative Declaration
. identified as EIR ND 296, State
Clearinghouse No. 89073121, such proposed
Negative Declaration was prepared and:
circulated for public review pursuant to
the provisions of CEQA. A copy of ‘this
document is attached as Exhibit "C".

In addition, attached as Exhibit "D" is a
copy, of the State Department of Fish and
Game findings (5iological Opinion)
following consultation pursuant to ‘the
California Endangersd Species Act. The
Department determined that the project
would rot jeopardize the continued
existence of the desert tortoice if
specific mitigation measures are included
in the permit and are implemented bky the
applicant. The mitigation measures will be
included and macde a part of the proposed
prospecting permit. The project areéa
(drill sites and access roads) uas surveyed
by a qualified biologist on March 7, 1990.
No decert tortcise or tortoise burrows were
observed in the project area.
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CaLENDAR ITEM No. 3 ¢ (cont'p)

Based upon the Initial Study, the proposed
Negative Declaration and the comments
received in response thereto, there is no
substantial evidence .that this project will
have a significant effect on the
environment (14 Cal Code Regs. 15074[b]).

2. Pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6895, upon
establishing to the satisfaction of the
commission that commercially valuable
mineral deposits have been discovered
within the limits of the permit, the
applicant would have a preferential right
to a lease for a maximum of 640 acres
embraced within the permit. Said right
will be subject to all necessary
environmental considerations.

3. The mineral prospecting pormit will provide
for a performance bond or other security
device of $5,000.00 in favor of the State.

4. The subject parcel is not within current
S-11 boundaries and is not within a BLM
Wilderness Study Area.

APPROVAL QBTAINED:
Office of the Attorney General.

. Land Descriptions.

. Site Map.

Negative- Declaration.

. California Endangered Species fct
Biological Opinion.

EXHIBITS:

OO

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. CERTIFY THAT THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION EIR ND 496, STATE
CLEARINGHOUSE NO. 89073121, WAS PREPARED FOR THIS PFROJECT
PURSUANT TO THE PROUVISIONS OF CEQR ‘AND THAT THE COMMISSION
HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION CONTATNED
THEREIN. THE PROJECT SHALL INCLUDE THIS PROSPECTING PERMIT
AND ANY -EXTENSION THE COMMISSION MAY GRANT IN ITS
DISCRETION FOR THE SAME PROJECT DESCRIBED IN THE PERMIT.

ANY EXTENSION SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE YEAR.

2. GETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS PROPOSED, WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

m&ma PAGE 2 02
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 317 (CONT'D)

DETERMINE THAT THE LANDS DESCRIBED IN THE PERMIT ARE NOT
PRESENTLY KNOWN TO CONTAIN COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE DEPOSITS
OF MINERALS.

AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF A MINERAL PROSPECTING PERMIT TO
UNITED STATES BORAX & CHEMICAL CORPORATION FOR A TERM OF
TWO YEARS, FOR ALL MINERALS OTHER THAN -OIL AND GAS,
GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES OR SAND AND GRAVEL ON SECTION 36, TSN,
R1W, SBM, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CONTAINING 640 ACRES; IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE STANDARD FORM OF PERMIT. ROYALTY
PAYABLE UNDER THE PERMIT SHALL BE TWENTY PERCENT. ROYALTY
PAYABLE UNDER ANY PREFERENTIAL LEASE ISSUED UPON THE
DISCOVERY OF COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE MINERAL DEPOSITS SHALL
NOT BE LESS THAN TEN PERCENT OF THE GROSS VALUE OF ALL
MINERAL PRODUCTION FROM THE LEASED LANDS, LESS ANY CHARGES
APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION MADE OR INCURRED WITH RESPECT TO
TRANSPORTING OR PROCESSING THE STATE'S ROYALTY SHARE OF
PRODUCTION. THE DETERMINATION OF SAID ROYALTY AND .CHARGES
WILL BE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE COMMISSION.

283
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EXHIBIT "A" ‘
W 40587
LAND DESCRIPTION '

A parcel of California State school lands'in san Bemardino County, California, said parcel
UCIHE OCL UUIL DU, 1734, INLYY, DD, i

END OF DESCRIPTION

PREPARED AUGUST 22, 1989 BY BIU 1.
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. STATE OF CALIFORNIA-STATE LANDS COMMISSION. , . GEGAGE DEUKMEJIAN: Govemor
STATE LANDS COMMISSION T o

1807 13TH STREET

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814

PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

EIR ND 496
File Ref,: ¥ 40587

SCH##: 8907 3121

Project Title: NEWBERRY SPRINGS PROJECT

Project Proponent: United States Borax and Chemical Corporation

Project Location: Section 36, T.9 N., R.1 W., S.B.M., approximately 5 miles south-
’ east of Barstow, San Bernardino County,

Project Description:

~e

The proposed project calls for drilling a maximum of five exploratory holes from five

various surface locations in the south half of the section. The exploratory- holes will be
drilled to a proposed total depth of 2,000 feet,

‘ Subsurface samples of 2-5 pounds each
will be taken at regular intervals and assayed at an offsite lTocation, U.S. Borax is.pro
pecting for borates and valuable minerals dther than of3 and. gas, geothermal resources or
sand and gravel. The proposed drillsites will be Tocated along existing dirt roads and
Jeep trails. Each-drillsite will require about one-tenth of an acre of Tand use. There
will be no new surface disturbance from the proposed prospecting activity.

Contact Person: TED T. FUKUSHIMA Telephone:  (916)322-7813

-

This document is Prepared pursuant to the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act (Section 21000 et seq,, Publie Resources Code), the
State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15000 et 8eq., Title 14, California Code Regu-
lations), and the State Lands Comm

3 _ 1ssion regulations ‘(Section 2901 et seq.
Title 2, California Code Regulations),

’

Based upon the attached Initial Study, it has been found that;:

{7 the project will not have a S§ignificant effect on the environment,

/X7 mitigation measures jncluded in the Project will avoid potentially
significang effects, D

CALENDAR PAGE .x._
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MONITORING/REPORTING PROGRAM

In conformunce with the requirements of Public Resources Code Section
the State Lands Commission's staff shall perform pericdic inspec-

21081.6,
tions to assure compliance with the proposed mitigation.measures.

There shall be a minimum of two inspections per year. A monitoring
report shall be prepared and placed in the file after each inspection.
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File Ref.: W 40587
SCH# 89073121
“September 7, 1989

INITIAL STUDY INTRODUCTION

Newberry Springs Project

The United States Borax & Chemical Corporation has applied to the
State Lands Commission for a mineral prospecting permit on 640 a-
cres of land in Section 36, T9N, R1lW, SBM, San Bernardino County.
The surface of this section is owned privately hy a total of nine
parties and the subsurface is reserved to the State for 100% min-
eral interest. The project area is at the north end of Daggett

Ridge on the west side of the Newberry Mountains and about five

miles southeast of Barstow, California. This section is rot in
the current S-11 boundaries.

The proposed projec. calls for drilling a maximum of five explo—
ratory holes from five surface locations in ‘the south half of the
csection. The exploratory holes will be drilled to a proposed to-
tal depth of 2,000 feet. Subsurface samples of 2-5 pounds will

be taken at regular intervals and assayed at an offsite location.
United States Borax is prospecting for borates and valuable min-

erals other than oil and gas, geothermal resources or sand and
gravel

When issued, the mineral prospecting permit will be for a ‘two
year period and may be extended for a maximum of one year. ‘The
proposed project is specifically for mineral prospecting only.
Any change in the activity will require preparation of an appro-
priate CEQA document.

This Initial Study consists of the followihg material:

ITtem Page No.
Introduction.t.&t....\t'i000!’.0.......090'.0'.'1

Small scale map (1"=42,000') showing the
general vicinity of the project area..vesvesees2
Large scale map (1"=2,000') showing part of

the immediate vicinity of the project area
(Source: USGS Daggett 7.5° Quadrangle)........3
Detailed Project Description‘o..............4, 5
EHVironmentél. S'etti“!gl..0...‘.....9.'.0‘.0 .6’ 7
Applicant's assessment of environmental
impacts, discussion, mitigating measures

and Certification-.o-.................... 08"'10
State Lands Commission's assessment of
environmental impacts, discussion and
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File Ref.: w40587
SCH# 839073121

DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Chemical Corporation

exploratory holes
half of Section 36, The; holes wijl
drilled to a proposed total depth of 2,000 feet. Subsurface sam-
ples will be collected from the drillholes at regular intervals.

The 2-5 pound samples. will be assayed at an offsite location for
borates and other valuable minerals.

Each hole amounts to the removal of 15 cubic yards of material,
and fhe maximum excavated volume for a total of five driliholes
will be 75 cubic yards. 1If

water -bearing i

mert above the water zone ang the remainder of the hof®2 will be
backfilled with drill cuttings. The exploratory drillholes. will
be properly abandoned upon completion of drilling activities,

Existing dirt roads needed for access will be cleared and made
smooth with a grader, but not widened. Repair of existing dirt
roads will include only minor work on washed out sections which

total about 500 feet to insure safe access for the personnel and
equipment.

There will be no new surface disturbance. a1l of the proposed
drillsites will be located along existing dirt roads and jeep

trails within the project area. No drillsites will pe located on
desert pavement.

levelling the area.

J activity will
perly reclaimed
No trash or debris

‘cover about half an acre.
and recontoured with hand ¢t
will be left in the project area.

Due to the variety of geologic conditions, two different types of
drilling equipment systems may have to be used. A drilling mud
fluid/air rotary system will include a Gardner Denver 1500 truck
Yy drillrigqg i i The accessory equip-
ment would include a water tank truck and a utility pickup truck.
If this system is utilized, a backhoe will have to dig a.mud pit






