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OECLARATION OF A HAZARD TO INCLUDE
IN THE COASTAL HRZARDS INUVENTORY
OIL SEEPAGE FROM OLD ABANDGNED OIL WELLS
LOCATED IN SUMMERLAND, SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

State Lands Commission
1807 13th Street
Sacramento, California 95814

In 1898 there were 22 companies that were drilling for oil
within the surf zone and up to 8C0O feet from the beach in
Summerland, Santa Barbara County. Staff has documentation that
adentifies 165 wells which were drilled prior to 1907 at this
location. The then technology for plugging and abandoning
these wells to ensure that oil would not escape was very crude
by today's standards. In 1968, the Legislature appropriated
funds to cap the wells. SLC contracted for the capping of
sixty abandoned wells by placing a 5 foot deep concrete plug in
the well casing below the ocean floor. An evaluation of the
plugs was not performed and there is evidence that the
methoddélogy may not be tcotally effective.

During the summer of 1989, staff obtained the service of
Oceaneering Internatienal to identify which abandoned wells
were seeping o0il. Due to restricted visibility

this effort did not provide conclusive results. In November of
1989, during an on- site presentation to the prospective
contractors for the Beach Hazards Program, the staff was
approached by concerned citizens regarding the worsening
problem of 0il on the Summerland Beach. From that point
forwars the SLC Santa Barbara staff has monitored the beach and
has found ‘that the problem appears to be increasing.
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JU§TIFICATION 10 INCLUDE THE SUﬁMERLRND HAZARD IN THE

,

CO%MESSION‘S INUVENTORY

The seeping ol d abandoned well jnues to coat
the beach at Summ i a disruptiod to recreational
ackivities and har t puironmeént . . The wells are
1ocated from the surf zone out to 8 fshore and the
seeping oil comes directly to the beach ¥
dissx,,ting or euaporating, The frequency

il on the beac d the local

been approached to jon kO

The»Commission's Mineral'Resources staff has analyzed the

problem and ha ht an economical and effeckive means Lo cap
these we. ing 0il froin the abandoned wells.

The estimat 11s 1is §500,000 per vear ouver &

rhree year pe .

EXHIBITS: a. Santa garbara newspaper articles.
8. Summerland Beach_site map -

1T IS &ECOMMENDED'THAT THE COMMISSTION:

1. ‘ TvITY IS EXEMPT FROM THE REQUI&EMENT$‘OF
caL. CODE REGS. 15061 BECAUSE THE
PROJECT AS DEFINED gy ¢.R.C. 21065 AND-

15378.

FIND THAT THE HAZARD
L1TY OF SUMMERLAND.
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