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.*Initial Study for B! ; -onmental Azcessment No.
May 2. 2990

NVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

rhe iusues to be discusied below have been determined to be cof

environmental .concern. Other environmental issues {(as described
in the California Environmental Quality Act) have been examined
and have been determined to bi of no comcern within the parameters
of this project. Unless discussed in this Initial Study or the
General Plan, the impacts resulting £-om this project (individual
and/or collective; when added to past firrent, or future
projecsts, are not considered significu.at from & cumuliative’
viewpdint..

RTH

.The proposed projiect is located in an active landslide and
movement of the sSoil is evident. Additional earth movement will
be reguired and will disrupt the soil at the base of the mea
bluff. The level azcess area landward of the ilivns will regumare
placement and compaction of £fill over the existing &oil. The area
will be less subject to erosion which will change the topography
and modify the physical flatures of the bluff, since they will not
be as uneven and broken up but more natural. The project will
decrease beach and biuff erczion and decrease siltstion which will
improve the water qualily in the ocean. :During construction and
monitoring of the gabions, people will be exposed to the irregular
mzluf{ing of biluff material at the toe of the landslide.

‘Construction equipment. will omit polliutants above what is normally
experienced in the area. This is a temporary situatios which is
expected with any type of construction activity and: is not
considered te be significant.

WATER

The gabions will improve the water quality of the ocean in the
immediate area since soil from the bluff will not be eroding as
rapidly into the ccean. During construction of the gabions
workers could be exposed to high waves. Since hazardous waves
qenerally only occur during storms in the winter and the gabions
are proposed to be constructed in the summer, this hazard is
considered to be insignificant.
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PLANT LIFE

The gabions will help stabilize the bluff which will allow plant
material to become establisghed again. a reduction. in siltation in
the ) ‘ X ) fe to reestabligh.

-

plants if activities wers

the 'Artificial"*@é&nugigh

sh area.
. ‘ ] b existing marine animals if activities
were a%lcwed’to enter the area seaward of the “Artificial® mean
high tide live.

NOISE

Construction of the gabions will cause a temporary increase in
noise levels from the conzatruction eguipment. Thisg incrzase ig
W0t considered to he a significant impact because it is only
temporary..

PUBLIC SERVICES

After the gabiong are installed they will reguire monthly
inspections. During heavy winter storms weekly inspections may be
hecessary. Repairs to damaged gabions are reguired generally oénce
4 Year. Thia maintenance is budgeted as part of the Redevelopment
Agency budget and is not significant when compared to the
maintenance and monitoring required when the bluff is eroding at
the current rate.

MITIGATION MEASORES

The s0il at the bagse cof the bluff is currently continually eroding
and washing into the ocean due to wave action. The gabions wall
protéct this soil and drastically siow the erosion. The £il] for
the Jevel access area will create a further buffer 20ne and
Settress which will help to stabilize the bluff. The eventuasl
topographic changez will be beneficial in that the bluff{ wall be
restored to more natural contours. Although pecple will be
exposed to the irregular sluffing of bluff material during the
construction, the long term effects of the lands)ide are much mere
hazardous for the 29 homes which are affected by the Purtuguese
Rend Landslide. This Project will help té6 stabilize the sirdge
which will lessen the geologic hazard for everyone in the area.
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order to minimize disturbance to any existing marine plant and.

mal life in the area, ~anstruction eguipment shouild not be

Aiiowed in the area gea t mean high tide

line. !
T ‘oehind the gabions.

Upon

completion of the proiect g!lqugigﬁcnt and materiale should be
removed from the shoreline, a5 o equipment or reterials .should

be ztored on the shoreline,

FIRDINGS/DETERMINATYON

Although the proposed project could ‘have eifects on the

environment, they are insionificant and can be further reduced
through mitigation. Mitigation Stadurel will be incorporat*=d into

the project. .

in view of the Joregoing information and analysis, the

Environmental Assessment Questionnaire, supplemental data supplied
by the applicant, and other information sources, it has been
determined that a Negative Declaration should be issued; subject

to mitigation.

This Initiai Study was prépa;ed‘by,zanrie B. Jester, Agsociate
Planner; under the Director of Lnvironmental Services on May 2,

ta was supplied by the applicant, the Environmental Assessment
Questionnaire and supplemental data, and through the sources
listed below:

Rancho Palos Verdes Genera) Plan 1975 as amended.
Rancho Palos Verdes Development Code 1976 as anended.

Rancho Palos Verdes Coastal Specific Plan 1978 as amended.

Environmental Assessment No. 6§05,
Memorandum to: Charles Abbott

From: Perry L. Ehlig, City Geologizt, December 30, 195%

Memorandum to: Charies Abbott

From: John S. Stephens, Jr., PH.d, Vantuna Research Group

February 9, 1990

-"The Issues and Problems of .Defining Property Boundaries on

i

Tidal Waters in Califoraia”, Peter H.F. Graber, Attorney at Law,
Warre. C. Thompson, Coastal Consultant, Conference on Coastal

Erosion, San Diego, 1985.
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MITIGATION MEASURES

‘No egquipment, .o construction materiai} shall be storeg or
Placed in theé area seavard of the “Artificial” mean high tide
line.

All equipment ang materisals used in the project shall be
removed from the shoreline after the Project ig completed.

Quarterly won by the Redevelopment
Agency Staff, [ nd condition of the
gabions shall ] &F upon completion of this
project.,

Only zrocks of terrestial origination shall be used in the
gabiong, .

Ho equipment is. to enter the area seaward of the "artificial®
mean high tide line.
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“RANGHO PALOS VERDES

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROPOSED
WEGATIVE DECLARATION

The City of Rancho Palos Verdes hereby giver notice that pursuant
to the authority and criteria contained in the California
Envaronmental Qualdty ket (‘CBQA') and the CEQA Guidelines of the
City of Rancho Palos Verdes, the Director of Environmental
Services hés analyzed the reguest for Envirommental Assessment NG.
605, Gradzng No. 1433, and Coa2stal Permit No. 91 proposed to be
located in the 4900 block of Palos Verdes Drive South, gouth of
Palogs Verdes Drive South, east of Inspir tion Point, and west of
#londike Canyon.

The project is briefly 6escrzbed as:

The extenszion of the gabions at the Portuguese zerd landslide
shoreline to temporarily protect and prevent landslxde materaal
from eroding into the ocean. The gabions are a series of wire
baskets filled with rocks stacked on top of one another. They
weald extend approzimately 16008 fezt beginnang at the east end of
the existing gabions to the west side of Kilondike Canvon. Thas
would complete the temporary shoreline protection in the
Portuguese Bend lendslzde from Inspiration Poant to the Portuguese
Bend Club.

After reviewing the Initial Study and any applicable mitigating
measures for the preject, the Director of Envaronnental Services
has determined that thas project will not have & szgn;fﬁcht
effect on the envaronment. Accordingly, @ NEGATIVE DECLARATIOXN has
been prepared.

Public comments willl be received by the City prior to final
approval of the hEGAT’9£ DECLARATION and actxon on. the proiect,
for a period of at jeast 21 davs, through May 22, 1990.

A publac hear:ng will be held to discuss the project, ancluding
the proposed NEGATIVE DECLARATION, on Mav 22, 1990 at 7:30 p.n.
at the City Council Chembers, Hesse Park, 29301 Hawthorne
Boulevard, Rancho Palos verdes.

A copy of all re]ev&nt material, including the project
specifications, Initaal Study, and the KEGATIVE DECLARAIION, 1t «f
f£1le in the offices of the Environmental Services DeparEnen~.

30940 Hawthorne Boulevard, Rancho Pales Verdes, Ca 9G-2%<. Trne
Initial Study will be available for public review on MNe) 2, 9%

Please contact Launrie B. Jester at (233) 377-600t fﬂ:%ﬁﬁ’#&@ § e I
information. PAGE
20262 HANTHORNE BOULEVARD » RANOHD PALOS VERDES C& ®F4.03¢ Mmﬁs
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Date: April 26, 1990 By: Robert Benard, Di{rector
Environmental Services

Please wail to: Loz Arngeles County Clerk
County Courthouse
111 Horth Hill Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RB:LBJ:=mk
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FINAL
NEGATIVE DECLARATION

For: Environmental Ascamament Ko. 605, Coastsl Permit Ro. 91 and
Grading No. 1433,

Application has been Yaled with the City of ‘Rancho Palos Verdes
for approval of the project known as the gabions

to be jocated st the toe of the Portuguese Bend Landdélide at the
shoreline, and to be implemented by the City of Rancho Pslos
Verdes, Redevelopnént Agency, 30940 Hawthorne Blvd.. Rancho Palos
Verdes, CA 90274. . :

The project is briefly described as: )

The extension of the gsbionz at the pPortuguaese Bend landslide |
shoreline to temporarily protect and prevent landslide material
from eroding into the ocean. The gabions are a series of wire
baskets filled with rocks gtacked on top of one another. They
would extend approximately 1600 feet begirning &t the east end of
the existing gabions to the west si1de of Klondike Canyon. This
would conplete the temporary ghoreline protection an the
Portuguese Bend landslade from lnépirataon bPoant to the Portugues.

bBend Club.

rsuant *0 the authoraty and criteria contained in the Calafornia
Environmental Qualaty Act and the Environments} Impsct Report
Guidelines of the Caty of Ranchu Palos Verdes, the Lead Agency has
analyzed the project and determined thet the project will not have
a signaficant ampact on the environment. Based on thae fandang,

the Lead Agency prepared thas NEGATIVE DECLARATION.

% copy of the Inatial Study, documenting reasons to support the
.nding, 3% attached. Mitigation messures, 1f any, included 1in
ne prolect to avoid potentially signifacant effects arer

See ottached Inataal Study

’
.

t
-

A periud of ten (i0) davs from the date of ifinal adoptaion of thix
NEGATIVE DECLARATION by the Lead Agency will be provided for
eppesl Lo the Caty Councail of the fanal adoption of this NEGATIVE
DECLAKATION. Copies of the environmental documents and project
specafications are .on file 3n the offices of the Envaronnental
Services Department, 30340 Hawthurne boulevard, Ranchy Falug
verdes., California. L.

-
-

Date: May 22, 1990 By: a R
' Robert Benard, Darector af

) . Envaronmental Services
Secretary to the Corrassiom




BOTICE OF DETERMINATION

Office of El&nuang and Revearch
1400 Tenth 8treet. Rosm 121
Szdramento, CA 83834

ann“y Clerk FROM: City of Rancho Palos Verdes
County ef Loz Angeles 30940 Howthorne Boulevard
County Cousrt House Rancho Pales Verdss; o 202 74
211 ‘Wovrth Bili Street '

los aAngeles, C) $8012

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Daterminetion in compliance with Section
23108 or 21152 of the Public Rescirces Code.

Coastal_Permit No. 9 Grmﬂ;ng Permit No. L433 ang Envzronmental
Assessment Ko. 68a

Projeet Title (Consbn none wbexe possxblm)

KA
State Clearznghouae Bumbey &If Bubm’tteﬂ to State Clearinghouse)

Laurie B._Jester o . (213) 377-6008
Contact Person ’ ‘ " Telephone Number

4900 block of Palos Verdes Drive South, socweth of Palos Verdes Drave South,
east of lnspiration Point, and west of Klordike Canyon. City -of Rancho
Palbs Verdes, County of Lus_Aogeles .

Preoject Location (anclude Countyl}’

The extension of the gabions at the Portwguese Bend lans)ide ‘ghoreline to

tempéraraly protect and prevent landeslade material from efedanig into the

cce=an. The gabions are a series of wire baskets falled wath rocks stacked

on tup of cne another. They would extend approximately 1690 fe\

begannang 2t the ecast end of the existing gabaons to the west que of
‘lJondrke Canvon. N . ..

Project Description ’ v N

This 15 to aévzse that the €City of Rintho Pilos Verdes has approveéd the
above descrabedzproject and hasz made t\e 3ollowang determ:natzonm
regarding the above deacraibed project:

1. The project _ _will have & significant e%ﬂ~~w oT!
-3l not TR
===

,ﬁ%!& EELVE[] L
UN 221885 [

Ea.

»

ENVIRGAMERTAL SERVICTS
- 20840 MAWTHORNE BOULEVRRS ¢ RANDHD BALOS VERDES CA udtes3e - 127
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“otice ©f Determimats , COahial‘Qernit,No. 9%, 7 ~833, EA60S
June 7, 19290 - L : !

X__. & Hegative Declaration was prepered for this project pursuant to
the provisions, of CEQR. A copy of the Negative Declaration may
be examined at' the Department of Environmental Services, City of
Rancho Palos Verdes:

——— 5D Environmental Inpact Report was prepared for this project
pursuant. to the provisions of CEQA, and was reviewed and
considered by the decizion-making body prior to its decision on

the prodiect. The Envirormental Inpact Report is available to the
publiec at - . : .

$itigation messures X ®ere . were noi » condition of approval
of the project.

A Statement of Overriding Considerstions was was not

-adopted for this project.

X Findings X. were — Ore not made Pursuant to the provigions of
CZQA. '

1 hereby certify that ‘the foregoing is true angd corsoet.

% &r1gnature

Director gg;tnvironmental_Servxées
Taitle

dune 7, 1990
Date’ '

This document is being filed in deplicate. Please acknowledge the falans

Zele and return acknowledged copy an the enclosed, stamped, self-addressed
envelope.

Date ﬁeeg;ved for Falang

< - i

CALERDAR PACE .
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WOTICE OF DETERMINATION

office of Planning and Resesrch

1400 Tenth sirect, Hoom 142

gapcramento, CR 95814

county Clerk city of Rancho Pales Verdes

tounty of Los Angeles 30940 Hawthorne Boulewvard

¥

County Court Bouse fanche Palos Verdes, CA 90274

111 North Hill Strcet
Loz Angeles, CA 20912

\SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of petermination i@«éompiimncé\aith Section
21108 or 21152 of the Public Resourss Code.

anixonmentai

Coasta) Permit No. %1 Grading_Permit RNo. 1433 v
Assessment ho. 605 i . S

Project Title (Comeon nanpe where possable)

-.'/A . « ~ - > . A
State Clearinghouse Bumber ¢(1{ submitted to State Clearinghouse)

' (213)_377-6008
Telephoné'&umber

Laurie B. Jester
Contact Person

4900 block of Palor Verdes Drive Seuth, south of Palos Verdes Drive south,
east of inspiration Point, and west of xlondike Canyonh. city of Rancho
pPalos Vérdegjugggggﬁ;ggﬂkgg Angeles. 4 »

Project Location (anclude County) )

The extension of the gabions at thi Portuguese Bend lanslage shorelane to
tenpcrarily protect and prevent landslade material fronm eroding anto the
ocean. The gabions aye & series of wire baskets filled with rocks stacked
on top of one another. They would extend approa;mateiy 1600 feet

beginning at the east end of the ¢xisting gabions to the west side of
Xlondake_Canyon. . o ) .

Project Descraption

Thas 38 to advice that the City of Rancho Palos Verdes hasr app;oveé the
above descr:bed'proje:t and has made she £ollowing~determ1natxons

regarding the above described project:

1. The project have & signyficant offect on the envaronmert.

ey ime NN NS

20942 MAWTWORKE BOULEWASD ! RANGHD PALOS VERDES DALENDAR PAGE

#INUTE PAGE
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Notice of Determinag
Juna 7, 199p

A Regative Declarati ¢

the provisions of CEQA, copy of the N
exanined at the Department of Env;

Rancho Palog Verdes, -

An Envireamenta} b ¢
Pursuant ¢o ¢ )
conzidered by the g i i i its decision on
the project. DY & 8 available to the
pPublic st , . ‘

S eomta—

- L 4

X ﬁitigation‘meaanrég X were were not g condition of approval
ol the Project.

A Statement of Ov@rriding Congiderations wag was not
adopted for thic Project, .

5. X Findings ¥ wers wvere not node zZurevant to the provigiong of
CEQA.

1 hereby certify that the~f0r@goia§ it true ang eorrect,

-

~
$ignature

Director of Envzronwental Services
J wEEI1ICRS
Title

June 7, 1990
Date’

Thas document is being filed in duplicate. P]eaqe~aeknou)edge the filing
Sate and return ackhowledged CopY in the enclosed, stamped, self~addressed
envelope. -

Date Receivegd for Faling






