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A Bixrrower's Environmental ‘Report, whicn
P BLIC NOTICE indicates anticipated enviconmental
g ; < ) ~'e‘fassec’§5 and sug,gesudmfztigatg‘ve measures,
-Sjerra Rural Electreic d . heen prepared for the proposed
El;ae ef;‘t:‘t:’;ﬁaimi;ﬁces that it is making an additions. A copy Q‘i_th;s report may be
Soofestion: for financial assistance from reviewed at Plumas<3Siejra Rural Bertric
tge Rural Electrification Administration ~Cooperative's main oifice located three
(REA) that will provide for .construction of miles west of Portola; Caljforsia ¢
A wing: ~ . Highway 70. The Cocperative does nit §
: g :)ieé:\?fvi% tl:p r:;qmgseql ‘prhgaam ‘GivlalB 'h?ve art
issi acilities upgrades inclu ing: ificant: etfzct on the: quality of the
3%1\';’5':\25:'“%0“;{ acilitic At 1 /oK human environment. REA will prepare its o
line bitween Beckwourth and Milford own independent environmzntal assessment
line bl Sk transmission line p}r‘nor to granting financidl assistacce for
froin Chilcoot Substation to Herlong the proposed improvements.
tion for the purpose-of im= ~ i
3?23§:g service to ‘t’he northern ;lf there are any comments on the
- system and teduction of system environmental aspects of the proposed
{osses; approximately 32 miles of construction inclu ing, but not limited to:
overhead construction within the ' »g.), potentizlly signitican. archealogical,
existing utility right-of-way along -} hiszorical sites and cultural resources; (2)
U.S. Highway 395 in Lassen Countye _important tarmiand; (3) floodpisins; (4)
o Asectionalizer at the Sierraville T2p, wetlands; and 5) endangered species,
sccated in the-SW1/4 of the NW1/4 of they should be submitted within, thisty (30
the MW1/4 of Section 25, T 23N, R 14E: days to the Cooperative office.” Additiona
o AOCB at Beckwourth Su syation, to= u? ormation may be obtained by contacting
“cated in the SW1/4 ot the SE1/4 of the the Ceneral Manager of 'P«SREC at $20. Box”
S1553 of Section 26, T 23N, R14E, for 2000, Portols, California 96122, or by
the new Chilcoot to Heriong transmis= calling (976) 832-4261. A copy of all
e line. comments received will be sent 2o REA for
its independent eavironmental evaiuation.

n improvemenss: \
§u/? :st:vfr‘%?)ﬂ «5/7.2kV 2 feedar sybstatict - : -
with 3 2.59MVA ci.:pacit t0 >§;v§vg?/e‘s it i ‘ :

¥ tant; locate 3 T1/4 8 * : ,
g?ztlhoe 35271[%"0? Section 2, T 23N, R17& ADVERTISEMENT X

» systems for all oldes o . 2 L
N::{”gtr;;of:g;?g Y Plumas~Sierra :Rural Electric Cooperative
* Capacitors added.at Edgemont and is hereby soliciting public comments on the

ite.for voltage stability. environmental aspects of the proposed
. A‘,‘;’&‘,’,“éede, bay %n the Leavitt Sub- 1 construction of the following tacilities:

station. o A new:69kV transmission line from

istributi improvements . hilcoot Substatioa to-Heclong
Distflbutlcﬂ system mp gu;’s!a‘io“" 32 m“espf ovethad

;ngiﬁ.r:%gemem of the new Beckwourth : constructicn along U.S, Highway
Substaticn distsibution feeders, ap~ \ 395 in Lessen County ;
roximately 0.5 miles of underground « Approximately four miles of over-
constructions ; head construction travarsing.route
« Eagension of the A-15 feedéi to the. A=-15 in Plumas County.
‘Portola city limit approximately four * A new substation to serve the \
miies of overhead construction travers= ‘Lassenite.Pozzalon Plant.in Lassen
ing route A-15 in Plumas County. 4 County. . il
e Anew feeder from the Pozzolan Sub- * A gactionalizer at the Slerravsh e
station to the Pozzolan Plantd approxi~ {iS ioczted near Beckwourth in
mately two miles of ovetheac Plumas County.
construction located in Section 2, \ tor -additions!
T 23N, R17E. Pyt Please see Page 15 fof At i
¢ An underbuild of 12.3kV line of overs infarmation.contained in the Public Natice.
head construction on 2xistin  poles ~ S 7 i
paratleling U.S. ‘Highway 395'in Lassen
County, from Mitford Subsv.anq? to
a point aapgoximaxe}v seven miles
in a southeasterly direction.

.
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1.0 Scope and Need

Plumas-Sierra Rural! £lectric Cocperative (Flumas-Sterra) of Portola,
California, has regquested approval from the Rural Electrification
Administration (REA) to construct approximately 51.2 km (32 miles) of 63 kV
transmission line. The proposed iine would ke con;tructed*begyceh the
Chilcoot Substation in Plumas County and the Herlong Substation in {assen
County. Anciliary facitities would include removal of the existing 12.57/7.2
kV distribution line structures alorg Plumas-Sterva's recommended voute and
underbuilding this circult on the proposed transmission line. The underbuild
would be done betwsen the Chilcoot Substation and Beckwourth Pass, and between
the Red Rock area and the Herlong Substation. Substation modifications would

also be made at the Chilcoot and Herlong Substations.

The proposed line wouid begin at the Chilcoot Substation located spproximately
1.4 ka (0.9 miles) west of the town of Chilcoot (see Figure 1. The line
would b2 constructed approximately 3.7 km (2.3 giles) east along the south
side of State Highway 70 to Beckwourth Pass, cross State Highway 70, and then
be constructed north zpproximately 0.6 km (0.4 miles). The existing 12.5/7.2
KV distribution 1ine would be removid and underbullt on the new transmission
1ine. The line would then be constiucted gast 6.1 km (3.8 miles) to 2 point
north of Hallelujah Junciticn. The linz would then be ccastructed north 10.1
km (6.3 miles) and then in a north-northeasterly direction for approximately
9.1 km (5.7 miles). From Red Rock, the line would basically be constructed
paralieling U.S. Highway 395 on an ixisting distribution line right-of-uay
approximately 21.6 km (13.5 miies) to the Herlong Substation located south of
the town of Herlong. The existing 12.5/7.2 kv distritbution iine would be
recoved and underbuilt on the transmission line structures.

The proposed 69 kV tine would be constructed using single wood ‘pole structures
with horizontal post insulators. The average structure would be 20 @ (65
feet) in height with an average span of 90 to 180 m (300 to 600 feet). e
right-of-way width would: be 15 m (50 feet?. However, !n most cases on:ly an
additional 8 m (30 feet) of new right-of-way would need to be acquired.

Plumas-Sierra’s north system is presently served by a 69 kV transmission line
between the Beckworth and Milford Substations. The .present factlity s 27
years old and was constructed through ervironmentally sensitiva moyntainous
terrain. Access to the line for inspection and: maintenance 13 limited. Snow
cats must be used in the winter and all terrainrvehicles need to be used
during the summer months. Humerous outages occii due to winter snow and high
dind conditions. When the line 75 out of <ervice, approximately V700
consumers are without power. YVnerefore, the proposed project is needed to
increase system rellability and service maintatnability for the north system

of Plumas-Sierra's service territory.

Plumas-Slerra submitted a Borrower‘s Environmental Report (BER) -and other
appropriate inforzation to REA. The BER details.-the project scope and
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the project, alternatives, the existing environment and
tion. REA has reviersd the BER
potential environmental
quately descvibed. The BER and
Ce:as part of titls

2.0 Alternativas

Alternatives considered. inciude no
constructing a nmew line adj _

removing the existing line, constructing a new line between the Chilcoot and
Herlong Substations (proposed project) and alternative routes (refer to Table 1
for a brief comparison).

The no action alternative would be not to construct 2 new transmission line
Maintenance of the existing 69 kV line would stil} be extremely
nd. system reliability would not be Increased. Outages woyld stiil

be a problem in the area. The no action alternative is unacceptavlie because

:luma:-Sierra's need to provide reliable power to its north system would not

e met.

reconductor the existing 69 KV line between
The tranrsmission. line woyld have to be
ely 30 days; therefore, approxizately 15 Mi
intain the north system. The cost of the
temporary generating factllities would be $1.500,000. The rebuilt iine would
improve service and reduce system losces: however, the ltne would still be
difficult to service for nine months of year, and the outage potentiai would
remain high due to the extreme weather conditions in the mountalinous areas.

Building a new 11ne adjacent to the existing line would be a third alter-
native.  Temporary genaration would not be requirad: for this alternative.

The old line would be removed once construction is completed. Although the
new line would provide better service, maintenance of the new Ttne would stili
be difficult. Bevause the ine would cross wetland areas and state game
refuge land, obtaining a permit would be both difficult and require
considerabie time.

Plumas~$ierra's vecommended project of constructing 2 new 69 kv ilne between
the Chilcoot and Kerleng Substations would meet its needs for the nmorth
system. The new line would be constructed along existing: rignts-of-way in the
valley allowing for year-round Gasy access. Tie existing Beckwourth-Hilford
63 k7 transmission 11sé could be maintained as a second sourie to the north
systen, thereby inacreasing system relfability to the area, Environmental
impacts would be minor aléng the proposed route.

Alternative routes tncluded the recommended route (refer to section 1.0 for
description), the Unton Pacific Rallroad route and paralielirng U.S. Highway
395 on the east side from Goyle to the Herlong Substation (refer to Figure 1
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Ab111ty to Meet J Environmental Tapact ~Cost

Plumas-Slerra‘s beed |
= 3 M
Ko Actlon o #®ould not mget any o Economic losses due to e (P ’
of the crittcal re- o increased number of outages. R A
quirements of . muw -
Plusas-Starra. o Envivenmental impacts would be w !
minimal and only assocliated with g o )
. maintalning the }in4. . m
Reconductor the 0 Service to north system o Existing line passes through .
extsting 69 kV liae would b2 improved. environmental sensitive areas :
(Backwourth-Miiford) © System losses would be and wetland areas. $2,500,000 1
reduced. ¢ Difficult to reconductor. R
o Lise would still be dif-
ficult to maintain.
0 System velilabiiity wouid
not be increased.
o Temporary generation would
be needed durting
constrizction. -
Construct a new line o Same as above. 0 Same as above
adjacent to existipg o Temporary generation for o Old line would have to be $3,180,000
Vine and romove o.a the north system would removed or impacts would \
1tne. not be nreeded. ‘be greater due to wider
o Hew ¥in¢ would provide right-of-way.
better sevvice to north 0 vermitting would be lengthy. B
systiem. o Difficult to construct. ;
Construct a new 69 o Easy access for mainien- o Impacts would be minimal decause , .
kV Tine between ance. existing right-of-way would be $3,406,000
Chilicoot-Herlong. 0 System losses reduced. usad.
Substaticns (pro- o Exlsting 69 kV iine could o Permitting time would be short.
posed -project.) serve. as an altsrnate. o No new access would be qmsc_qmn

feed to north system.
qmaququ generation
would not be required
during construction.
System reliability would
be increased.

o tasy to construct.
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Advaritages and -disauvantages of the alternative routes are shown in Table 2.

3.0; Environmental Impacts

The BER 3gequately describes the affected environment and the fmpacts of the
propoced project. Plumas-Sierra will follow the .recommendations tn the U.S.
Deﬁartgent of Agriculture/ U.S. Department nf the Interior publication
"Eavigonmental Criteria For Electric Transmission Systems.® The following
subsettions document REA‘s findings pertaining to relevant environmental
consldevations as they relate to the proposed project. Ho sther matters of
environmental concern were identified by REA.

3.1 Alr Quality

Potential sources .of air quality degradation Ynclude temporary dust and
vehicular emission produciion during construction and malntenance. Any
particulates from construction dust, nitrogen oxides and hydrocarbons from
burning, and ¢arbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, ozone or particulates from
vehicles and equipment wouid be below primary and secondary. Vimits prescrited
by the Hational Ambient Air Quaitty Standards. Plumas-Sierrya will comply with
the State Implementation Plan and with the regulations of the air poliution
contrcl districts in Lassen and Plumas Counties. Since cnnsfrqétton and
maintenance activity would be short-term, these sources are not expected to
have an adverse impact on air quality.

3.2 Hater Quality

The proposed transmission line would cross numerous small permansnt and
intermittent streams. 1In addition, Long Valley Creek would be crossed twice.
These streams are relatively narrow and can all be spanned. A ma2jor source of
water quality degradation is soil erosion from construction activities through
soil and vegetation disturbance. Areas that are disturbed will be rosesded
soon after construction is completed. Vegetation clearing will 3lso be kept
to a minimum. Plumas-Slerra wil) Inture-that both Federal and State water
quality standards will be met.

3.3 Fioodplains and Metlands

The provisions of Executive Orders 11983 (Floodplain Hanageisint) and 11990
(Protection of Hetlands) require Federal agencies tn avold actions which would
result in project development (construction) in floodplain or wetland areas
whenever a practicable alternative exists. The proposed project crosses
fioodplains asjociated with Long Valley Creek. Flood Hazard Bouridairy HMaps
for Long Valley Creek have been examined and it has besen determinad that
these areas can be spanned. MNo flood related problems should exist -with the
construction of the proposed project because the support structures would be
tocated as far from the flood hazard areas as possible to minimize fiood flow
obstriction. Riparian areas can all be spanned by the proposed projects and
vegetative clesring in riparian areas will be kept to a minimum. REA hay)
determined thal the proposed project will not affect a 100-year flocodplain or

-
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fdvantages

Disadvantages

Recosmendsd Route

tinion Pacitic Route

Highway 335
(east side)

N -2

Foliows existing ROWs.
Zaviranmental igpacts
minor.

Permits easily obtainable.

Follous ‘existing ROW.

tavironmental impacts

Follows existing. RO
Environsental impacts.minor.

- Crosses small part
of .Doyle Hildlife
Refuge.

High (extsting ROW)
aesthetic impact.

High annual cental
fee from rallroad.
Difficult to obtain
permit.

Trosses greater part
of Doyle Hildlife
Refuge (new:-BOM).
Difficult to odtain
parmit. 7
Line may have tc he
moved within 5 years.
- High aestetic impact.
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vetland areas. Also. RO practicable aiternative ex.sts to crossing streams in
the project area.

3.4 Land Use

The Department of Agriculture's Regulation 9500-3. Land/Use Policy, provides
for the protection of important farmlind, prime forest ‘land and prige
rangeland. The Férmlqnd;?e!égy protection Act requires that Federal agencies
take into account jmpacts on farmland! In carrying out their federai .programs.
Although the Soil Conservation Service has fdentified prime farmland in the
project area, the proposed 1d be routed in an existing utility cors
ridor right-of-way. Tnerefore, ntictpates no impact o impor tant
farmland, prime‘rangzﬁhnd and pv g

sections of the line in Lassen County would be constructed on land managed by
the Gureau of Land #anagement (BL¥). gLM owns land in the ted Rock zrea. and
in sections 2, 3. 4 and § in T22M, RI7E, which 1s west and north of natlelujah
intersection. BLM is presently working uithﬁ?lumas-sserra to route*the 1ine
on its land. Plumas-Sierra will obtain & g.M Grant of Right-of-Hay for these

sections before construction {s begun.

1.5 Threatened and gndangered Specyes

The Endangered Species Act of 1973. as amended, gandated that fegeral agencies
seek ‘to conserve threatened and endangered species. The U.5. Fizh and
Rilglive gervice has reviewed the proposed preject and stated that no;listed
tureatened or endangered spesidy Of species propesed for 1isting occur within
the projéct area. Ihereforég REA has determined that the propo>ed project
will not affect any feéerallj‘%ﬂstéﬁ or proposed~for l\st!ng,threatened or

;endangered species or sritical haviiat.

3.6 visual Impact

Tle proposé& 1ine will paralie! State Highway 70 for approximately 10.4 k@
(6.5 miles) and U.S. Highway 395 for agpvogimately 4).8 km (25.5 ol Ves7.
However, the line wiil be located in an existing utiltty corridor already
occupied by pacific geil's and Siarra pacific Power Company's lines. The
Lassen County Planning Commission has fssued ﬂegativevnec\aratioq for the
project. Therefore. the visual lipact of the project should be minimal.

3.7 Fish angd wiiglife Resources

The proposed project would have & minisal affect on fish and wildlife
resources. All bodies of water along the corridor can be spanned. therefore,
there should be mo izpacts ‘to Tishery resources. The structures wii) have
sufficient P phnse-to—ground spacing tO prevent electrocution
of perching,bi . i1d11fe would occur during construction ang be
temporary in nature. ctructicn has been completed,

pehavior in the ared should return to normal. The loss of wilglif

~
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3.8 ng?tural Resources

The Kaltional Historic Preservziion Act and Executive Order 11593, "Protection
and Enhincement of the Cultural Environment” znd other related acts are

ieplement by: 36 CFR part 800, “Procedures for the Protection of Historic and
Cultura!‘Properties.'

The Californta State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has identified
numerous sites located in the project area: however, tho project will be
constructed on an existing right-of-wvay. The proposed '1ine has also been
routed to avoid these locations identified by the SHPO. TheréTore, there
should ba gno impact to known cultural resources. The SHPO has concurred with
this evaluation. [f any cultural resources are discovered during project
construction those activities wil) cease, and. REA ind the SKPO will be
contacted. HKork wi

been received.

Preposed project wi

listing in the Nati

3.9 Human Health and Safety

A number of ‘inuestigations and research projects relative to biclcgica!
effects of electric and magnetic fieids plants and animals have
bzen conducted over the past decade, f others arg und2rway. To
czte, however, no conclisive evidence ologlical’ effects due to
eéxposure to transm
identified. : ~which indicated that

transmission lines
animals or plants. Based on more
C T scientific bvidence indicates that
efectromagneti¢ fiel ‘ n lines are not health hazards.
iherefore, REA antis biological effects due to this
project.

4.0 \C@hsuttaticn and Corrdination

Piumas-Sierfawadfﬁﬁﬁiééd the avatlability of 1t BER for comhénts on the

-

environmental aspects of the project in several local newspapers. Ho comments
uere received within 30 days of notice.
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Plumas-Sierra a!sé:'requasted comments on the proposey project fron the

following agencies and authoritieu:

Soil Conservation Service

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Fish and Miidlife Service
Federal Emergency Hanagement Agency
Federal Aviation Administrition
Forest Service

Bureau of Land Hanagement
California State Historic preservation Officer

California Depariment of Fish and-Game
California Archaeological Inventp:y

. Cailtfornta Department_of Transportation
12. Lassen County Planning pepartment

13. Plumas County Planning Department

onmg 3 i tncorporated in the
nts were recelved. All commants were PO
g?oig:%réiagning and discussed and resolved fn the preparation of its

Environmental Assessment.
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U.5. Department of Agriculture
Rural Electtlficationnhdministration
plumas-Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative

finding of Ho significant Impact

Agency: Rural Electrification Administration
action: Finding of No Significadt Impact

cymmary: Rotice is hereby giver that the Rural Eéectr\f%catioa Administration
(REA), pursuant to the national Envtronmental policy Act of 1569, as amended,
the Counc!l on Environmeﬁtal Quatity Requlations (40 CFR Part 1500-1508). and
REA Environmental policy and procedures (7 CFR Part 1794, has made 3 finding
of Ho Significaat lmpatk‘(FOHSI) o “th respect to the construction o° 3 69 kV

transmission line a%é associated f -il1ities by plumas-Sierra pural Electric

Cooperative (Plumas=Sierral. The §-oposed facilities wau%@“ﬁﬁugpnsiructed in

plymas and Lassen -Counties, california.

»

for information Contact: REA's FONST and gnvircnmental Assessunit {g4) and
plumas-Sierra'’s gorrower's Snvircnmental Report (BER) may be rov’ wad at the
office of the Director, Southwiest Area - glectric, Room 0207, SnuthAgricu\ture

guilding, Rural E\ectrif!catiqn:Adminlstration. Washington, D.C. 20250,
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telephone (202) 38:~8848; or at the office of Piumé:~%ierra Rural Electric
Cooperative, (Bernard W. PFile. Manager); P. 0. Box 2000, Portola, Califoranis,

96122-2000. telephone (216) 832-8261, during recular business hours.

Coples of the A and FONSI can be obtained from elther of the contacts listed

above. Any comments or questions shouid be directed to the REA contact.

Supplementary Information:

REA has reviewed the BER submitted by Plumas-Siérra and determined that it
represents an accurate assessment of the environmental impact of the proposed
project. The proposed project consists of constructing appronimately 51.2 km
(32 miles) of 6% kV transmission line between the Chilcoot and Herlong
substations in Plumas and Lassen Counties, Califarnia. Posyible REA actions
might include providing financing assistance to Plumas-Sierra for the proposed
project and epproving construction contracts, power supply contracts, etc..
related to impiementation and utilization of the proposed facilities. The BER
and EA adequately consider potential impacts of the proposed oroject to
resources ‘ncluding, but not limited to, threatened and- endangered species,
prim. farmland, prime forest iand, pfim@ rangeland, cultural resvurces,

floodplains, and wetlands.

Alternatives examined included no action, rebul1ding the existing 6% kV
transa¥ssion line, bullding a new line adjacent to the extsting 69 kV

transmission line and removing the existing lime, constructing a new 1ine:

[S : . .
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Finding of HO significant Impi it
plumas-Slerra pural Electric Cooperative, Inc.
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fFinding of WO gignificant impact

plumas-Sierra Rural Electric gooperative (P\unas—S\erra) of Portola.
California has request@d'approval fron the Rural Elactrsf!cat\on )
administration (REA) %O construct 5).2 ka (32 @iles) of 69 Ky transmission
line and assochated factitites. The proposed.lﬁn@ would extend fro® the
Chilcoot sybstation in plumas County to the Herlong Gubstation in Lassesw
County. Associated facilities would 1nciude the removai. of the existing
12.5/7.2 k¥ distribution line structures and underbuilding the distributtow
circuit on the aroposea transmission Yine. substation modifications woul
also be made to the Chilcoot and Heriong Substations.

The environmentat effects of the project aféngﬂscussed anc.g@aiuateé tn the

gorrouwer's Envirom@ental Report (BER? and other support docuzents prepared by
plumas~-Sievra- The REA staff has yeviewed this {nformation and prepared 3P
gnvironmental assessment (EA) which represents an independent evaluation of
the gnv%ron@enta\ offects of the voposed project. A copy of the EA s
3§gac?ed<to and tncorporated as*ﬁiff'é' this Finding of RO significant impact
NSID .

REA has determined that the proposed projeci,uill not affect wetlands,
fiocdplains. fmpor tant ¢armiand, prime rangeland or forestiand, threatened OF
endangered species O critical habitat, ang any property 1isted OF eligibte
for listing in the Hatignal Register of Kistoric Places. visual impact from
construction of = -proposed Tire would be unavoidab\e.‘ﬂouever, 1t would be
ainimal. WO othe¥ tssues of enVironmenta% concern were dentified by REA.
Alternatives examined for the proposed project tnciude 20 actlon, rebullding
the existing 69 kV iine, puilding 2 nev iine adjacent to the-existing 69 kV
rransmission line and removing the existing line, consgruct\ng a new line
petween the Chilcoot and Herlong Substations and ;\teﬂnate routes. REA has
conc luded that the overall positive penefits of <che prqject %mpkémentat\on
outweigh the negative \pacts assoctated with the project. Constructior and

operation of the proposedﬂfatili%y would not. \n REA'S judgment. resylt tn-any

Policies and procedur®s: 9 cFx Part 1794, plumas-Sterrd advert\sgp‘the
avai\abil)ty of its BER in newspapers of general circylation in the aro}ect
arga. Conments were colictted from the public. fo comments vere recetved
within 30 days of the notice.

QREA has independently evaluated the proposeﬁ project and has concliuded that
approval of the project would not constitute @ major cederal action )
signif\cagt!y affecting the quality of the huywan environment. ‘REA reached 3
FONSI 10 accordance with 7 CFR Sections 1754.33 (XN and 1794.63. The
preparatfgn of an env\raamenta\‘\mpact ctatement g not necessary.
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