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Collectively, these nesting characteristics make determinations.as 1o the presenice or absznce
of Bank Swallow colonies fairly straightforward. Howaver, it should be noted that Rough-
winged Swallows, Kinzfishers, rodents, and other forms nest in somewhat similar burrows in
banks, and one thercfore must carefully examine evidence prior to making determinations.

THE SETTING

Most of the proposed power line (29 miies) lies in the Long Valley through which Long Valley
Creek flows. This stream rises northwest of Peavine Mountain-and flows generally north for
more than 40 miles, emptying-into Honey Lake, 2 playa basin. The Long: Valley is filled to
a depth of 40 feet or more with glacial alluvium from the Late Pleistocene into which Long
Valley Creek has cut entrenched meanders. These vertical stream banks appear superficially
to be ideal for the Bank Swallow. Hou-ever, the region.té€ceives only seven-inches of ‘moisture
@ year on average and the terrain surrounding the strsam is true desert. The dominant
vegetation is sage (Artemisia), Bitterbrus® (Purshia), Rabbit Brush (Chiysothamnus), Mosmon
Tea (Ephedra), and cther arig species. The only arborescent (tree-like) plants are junirers
(Juniperus) and occasional cottonwoeds (Popuius) and pine (Ripus). A number of dry-land.
grass species are also present.

In spite of the desert-like conditions prevailing ovar most of the eascment, there is a small
portion of the terrain at the 17-mile point (Poles 17/8-17/13) where a dot spring outflow has
been used 1o create a Jush meadow of grass. Also, fromnile 20 to mile 26, frrigatio,i,‘l along
the Constantiz Road has created alfalfa and hay fields more typical of bank Swallow foraging
grounds, but non of the other riparian elcments assg:ciated with the nesting ground of the bird

is present.

Docile most of the time, Long Valiey Creek is subject to periodic flooding of dramatic.
preportions. ¥n February 1986, it went far beyond its banks washing out several sections of
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Site X - The-first cressing of Long Valley Creck by the easement occurs adjaceni to the
highway bridge over Long Valley Creek on State Route 70. This is also between poles
5/12 and 5/13. Atthis point, there is an embankmeni about six feet high ¢ontaining a
burrow within the easemen (see aerial photo and habitat photo). However, acce'ding to
the characteristics or‘Bank Swallow nesting sites, this bank is too low, and nowhere in the
vicinity could ary other burrows be found for this colonial bird. It is believed to be an

abandoned Rough-winged Swallow burrow: No Bank Swallows were seen.

nitz:2 - The second crossing of Long Vallev Creek by the easement is immediaiely cast
of the Pozzolan Plant between poles 13/4 and 13/5. Here the embankment on both'sides
.of the Stream is high (12 to 15 feet) 'ind pierced by a number of burrows. However, the
embankment on the cast side of the stream is cross-crossed by a number of ledges
providing access by terrestrial prcditors and ground squirrels were -seen in several of the
borrows, {se¢ aerial and habitat hotes). These mammals were also very active and

apparent in the burrows inthe weit side of the streain. No Bank Swallow burrows were

found and no Bank Swallows wern:; seen.

ADDITIONAL FINDINGS

Several other potential Bank Swallow | abitation sites were located adjacent to the easement
2nd they are described here to throw additional light on the question of the presence Or

absence of the Bank Swallow along the tasement.

Site 3 - One bundred feet south of the easement at mile 3, the ‘west en.ance of the
Beckwourth Tunnel \«-2he Westein Pacific Raiiroad provides embankments 25 to 30 feet
High. Several burtows were examined at this ite but they were not numerous enough nor
free of ground access'tn belong 1o Bank Swaliows. No Bank Swallows were seen in the

area.
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Site 4 - In the 1970%, the highway @it at the summit of Beckwourth Pass contained an
embankment with a number of burrows which 10 this traveler appeared to be a potential
site for Bank Swallows, but pevir investigated. It is of interest that it has now been
completely destroyed by oﬁ'—road‘mozorcycles and an impromptu motocross course, It
lies several hundred feet west of the easement just west:of mile 4.

Site 5 - Two hundred feet east of the right-of-way at pole 18/1, an embankment above
Long Valley Creek possesses a number of burrows. However, one of théin was occupied
by a Kestrel (American Sparrow Hawk) (Ealco_sparverius) which preys on young Bank
Swallows as they sit at the entrance of their. burrow before taking their first flighi. No
Bank Swallows were seen and none was expected under these circumstances,

Site§ - At pole 22/1, in the centerline of the easement, 2 flock of about 60 swallows was
observed sitting on the existing power line. Most of them were Violet-Gréen Swallows

(Tachycineta thalassing) which nest in holes in aspen trees nearby. Several are Barn
Swallows (Hirundo rustica) and one was a Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota). This

was an important discovery since it suggests that the absence of Bank Swallows was not
because all the swallows bad departed on their southward migration. No Bank Swaliows

were seen.

Site 7 - About 300 feet east of pole 32/15 in the sand and gravel pit:adjacent 1o the
Heriong Substation, an embankment was found with several burrows, Howevér, they were
easily accessible from.the ground and the other nesting characteristics were absent. No

Bank Swallows were ssen,

In summary, no Bank Swallow coloriies or Bank Swallow habitat were found in the course of
these investigaticns of the right-of-way and none was found adjacent 1o the right-of-way. No
Bank Swallows were observed during this field work.
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CONCLIUSIONS

One can only r.aclude from these field investigations that:

1. ‘There are no Bank Swallows or Bank Swallow
proposed power line:and, hence, .\

habitat in- the right-of-way of the

: 2. No constructicn mitigation measures will be required.
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Uwen Albert Knorxy

ADMINISTRATIVE AND COMMITTEE EXPERIENCE continued

Member. Special Faculty Liaison Committee to the Colorago
gstate Legislature £1962-1963)

Academic Dean, Uriversity of Colorado, Denver Campus (1958=1963)
pirector, Division of Higher Education, University of the
gtate of New York (staff of the Board of HegertsY {1963-1568)
txecutive Director, california Coordinating ffouncil for Higher
Education {(1868-1974) '

Member, Board of Sovernors, Institute for Technology ahd‘Sooiety
(1970-1972)

commissioner, gducation Commission of the states (1970-1974)

Member, Board of Governors, california Maritime Acadeny (1973-1974)

Member, Executive Committee, International Council of Acadenic

Institutions (1973-1976)
chairman, Articulation poard, University of Nevada (1974-1975)
Chairman, hcademic standards Committee, University of Nevada
{1974~197%)
Menber, Acgreéiting Teams, Westein Assoéx;yﬁom of Schozls and
Colleges, North-Central Association, and Middle States
Association
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