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'CONSIDER A PROPOSAL TO THE LEGISLATURE FOR' LEGISLATION
ESTABLISHING A CALIFORNIA RIVERS RIPARIAN PARKWAYS PROGRAM WITHIN.
THE, STATE LANDS COMMISSION.

:Charles: Warren -and Dw1ght Sanders introduced the proposal for
leglslatlon that would es tabllsh a califernia Rivers Rlparlan
Parkway program within the State Lands Commission. The -proposed
1eg1 lation: would. also prov1de for coordlnatlon ‘'with other State
agenc;es ané would establlsh the Commzsszon ‘as admlnlstrator,
Yololols ‘dirator, and ‘facilitator of the Prog*am.

The followlng people testified before the Commission. in support
o‘ Calendar Item 03i:

1. 'Mlchael Paparlan
Sierra €lub:
(Would lxke ‘a .more defln;te funding source as it appears 1t
ust compete W1th other funding.)

.Coreay Brown
-Plannlnq and Conservatlon League
(Congratu‘ated SLC for xaklng ‘the. leadershlp role on such
-environpental issues:)
’Coke\Hallowell
san. Joaquln River, Parkway and

COnservatlon Trust
(Very supporhlv» 2s the Parkway and Conservation Trust
planning a .22 mlle trail along the San Joaquln River. Also
gave SLC sogze brochures to be handed out to staff as well as
-a copy’ ¢cf het speech )

Lydla Mlller
‘San Joaquln Raptors ‘Wildlife and
C1tlzens for a Health Environment
(Wanted to empha51ze coordlnatlon with other agenc1es )

Glrger -Strong

City of Visalia

(Would like to see people. worklng wlthln their own
cocmmunities to establlsh riparian habitat pa*kways.
She feels this legislatlon will help the individual
commiinities -and cities get this. accomplished.)
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Minute Itenm o1 :
(cont:nued) i

6. Mel DOﬁﬁln
Paczflc osast, Federatlon
of Fishermen's Assocxation
(This should help small communit1es to maintain .some of
their ‘riparian habltat that is going to be lost because they
do not have the. resources to take care of these thlngs )

7. Panela: Romo
Cltlzen Actzvzst
(Would like to- ‘encourage SLC to write into: the legislation.

the definxtion -for waterways as b*oadly as possible to ue;p
smaller communltles 9.

N

8.. John Newbold, Director
Mekelqmne Rlver’Alliance
(Thls would ensure access to the rivers as _property owners

‘are generally agalnst these types - of ‘programs establishing
access: to the pubdlic.)

Mr. Warren-also presented letters in support: ¢f the progranm.

-Pomm1581on°r Mol arthy indicated: he wanted to make sure staff

works closelj with the new governor ot this 1eglslatlﬁp .as- 'he has
1nd1cated speclal 1nterest in river habltat.

After considerable discussion; né. action was. taken by the
Commission.

Attachment: Calendar 'Item 01
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We've taken: the first step o the path to the San Joaquin River
Now is the tiine to take the next step. . CALENDAR PAGE
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«Joaquin River we now enjoy.
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Preaentation ‘To The State. Lands. Commission.
“n January '3, 1591 ‘at The Sate ‘Capitol
By Coke. Hallowell President

Lleutenant -Goevernor and membérs of the
Commission, my name is Coke ‘Hallowell, President
of the San Joaquin River P&rkway and 0onservation
Trust., I am pleased to be invited to speak hera
today and’ express our support for- the: Cal;forn1a
Rivers Riparian act.

As you. may know, we launched our efforts to.

.protect ‘and enhanca the environs -0f tre San
Joaquin River in .1983..

Through atrong ‘support of
Assenblyman. Jin Costa and other individuals from
federal, state, and local agancies, we have made
a tremendons start.e.but there is a 1ong way to.
gO- (»/J W 7——(’ eFeCEL siere o ./.u‘(d‘_..tf%-w& )

4

»Callfornza 8 riparlan forest ‘fas dwindled to a
*meager 2 percent.

To make matters worse, the
percentage of *emaining forests on .a local -and
state level is highly fragmented. Through
combined efforts, we can work to preserve and

restore this fragile ecosystem.

‘The message we hers from our local community is

loud and claaro..protect and enhance the San
Rrotect the crystal
clear water of dagflng fishf ‘Canopies o7 majestic
oaks and .sycanocres,  the wild calls and r,otous
display of wood ducks, -and glimpses, of €lusive
beaver; dear, -and osprey.&CLeave a 1egacy for
fature generations to enjoy.’

The yoals set. forward in the Callfornza Rlparian
Ret are commendable and will help efforts in many
communities. We look forward to the 1.gislation’

‘winging its way through the Process, FEg=tHe 2
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CONSIDER A PROPOSAL TO THE LEGISLATURE FOR
LEGISLATION ESTABLISHING A CALIFORNIA RIVERS
RIPARIAN PARYWAY PROGRAM WITHIN THE
STATE LANDS COHHISSION

State Lands Commigsion
1807 =~ 13th Street
Sacramento, Caiifornla 295814

The proposed: Callfernla ‘Rivers. Rlparlan Parkway Act establishes,
within the State: Lands‘Commlsglon, the California Rivers Riparian
Parkway Program (Ripar;an Paryway Program) Under the provisions
.of the’ proposed bil local public entities. would be
ellg1ble to: recelve grant monies for the creation- and
xmplementatlon of parkway plans on Callfornxa waterways. The
Commission would assist the local agency with its planning
efforts and serve as the admlnlstrator of. the Hatural Resources
Restoration and Developmﬁnt Fund established ‘by the legzslative
proposal. As. env1sxoned in the propcsal, parkwa) ‘plans would
provide for preservatxon protectlon, and restoration of riparian
‘habitat and for rﬂcreatzonal opportunxtles and access to the
waterway.

4ﬁduy communltles have already ‘begun’ to recogn;ze the values that
.a river prov;des. Nearly 30 Califernia communltxes have
1n1t1ated effortq to- establlsh river parkwajs, Exhibit "B%, The
Amerlcan vaer Parkway in Sacramento, Bidwell Park in- ‘Chico, and
the emerglng ,uadalupe River Park. in San' Jose are examples of
;rlver-orlented parkways that prov1de ‘the recreatlon, habitat, and
scenic values desxred by yhese communltles. ‘However, most of
these communltles requlre addltxonal funds and technical
assistance. to accomplish their par“vay .goals.
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CALENDAR ITEM Wo. 7§ (cowe'p) :

The proposed California Rivers Riparian Parkway Act establishes
the Natural Resources Restoration and Development Fund (Fund).
‘Monies which could be deposited to the Fund include (a) a source
to be designated by the Legislature, (b) grants to the
Commission, (c) gifts and bequests, (d) bond measures,. ,

(e) sources as otherwise provided by 1law, and (f) revenues from
State leases within an ‘dapproved Plan. Other potential funding
sour’ces are listed in Exhibit "cCH.

The proposed: législation also provides for :coordination with
.other State agencies, among them the Coastal Conservancy, the
Wildlife Conservation Board, the Departmeént of Fish and Game, the
California Department of Forestry and' Fire Protection, the
Reclamation Board, the Department of Water Resourcés, and the
‘Department of Boating and Waterways..

The ‘proposed California Rivers Riparian Parkway Act would enhance
the Commission's .already active role in State waterways
protection and establish the Commission as administrator,
‘coordinator, ‘and facilitator of the California Rivers Riparian
Parkway Program..

AB 884: . N/R.
EXHIBITS: A. Proposed California Rivers Ripariaf Parkway
Act.. )

B. .Survey of California River Parkway Efforts.

'C. :Califormia Rivers Riparian Pfarkway Program—=

Funding, Sources




EXHIBIT A

The people of the State of Califoiniz do enact ds follows:
The California Rivers Riparian. Parkway Act.
Chapter 1. Géneral: Provisions:
Section 9000. Shont Title. ‘¥ his chapter, Division 9.(commencing with Section 9000) of the Public
Resources Code shall be known, and inay be cited as, the. California Rivers
‘Riparizn Parkway Act.
Section 9001:. The Legislature hereby finds and declares as follows:
a.  Califomia’s rivers.and. waterways are 4 valiiablé and finite resource which
benefitall'peaple of the State..
Such waterways provide water necessary.to suppont wildlife, agriculture
and urban areas of.the State.
The public interest réquires that watérways be manayed 10 meet the needs:
-of; among other things, recrearion, ¢éavironmental protection, commercial
-development; and flood control;
The State Lands Commiission, unider. Division.6 of ihe Public Resources

‘Code, has exclusive jurisdiction over the State's navigable waterways..

’Thé:\ pub’iic trust doctrine in éq!ifomia rcqum:s that the waterways of the
State.be managed to promoie commicrce, navigation, fisheries, recreation,
public access, and preservadon of land in'its natural state.

“The State’s waterways pass through some of its major urban areas and
Provide for unique:access and recreational apporiunitics.

‘Riparian habitat along the State's waterways provides unique scenic benefits.
o urbah;pophlatidn centers and supports abu‘ndah‘i and varied populations
‘of plants 2nd animals, including rare, threatened, and endangéred specics,
and further providés beaefiis to fisheries and other water-dependeiit

‘Tesources.
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‘Ninéty-five percent of native riparian habitat in the State has been lost, with
.cofresponding adverse impacis to the State's erivironment and economy.
‘Increased human populations will place additional demands on the State's.
waterways which can be et best through coopérative managernent by.the
‘State and local govemments.
Local govemnments are seeking to preserve, protect and restore riparian
‘"habitat and to provide public recreational. opportunities on and along-
‘waterways within their jurisdictions:
‘Section 9002 The Legistature further finds and déclares:

a. It is necessary to establish.a statewjde program which encourages the
.development of plans to protect public trust-values and to balance competing
.uses of the State's waterways.
Protection and developrient of the resources of thé State's waterways cari
‘best be accomplished through cooperative effoiis by.the State and local.
.governmenis in the development ;iud:imp!érixcmat‘igx‘x of local rjver riparian-
_parkway, plans.
Ttis the policy of the State, in funtherance of Article:10; Section 4, of the
California Constitution, 1o support the development and impleinentation of

such plans.

;- ‘Chapter 2. Définitions

. F

Section 9003. Unless the coniext reqiiires otherwise, the following definitions shall govern the
construction of this chapiér:
@)  "Local government” means any chartered or genieral law city, chartered or
genesal law.couinty, any city and county, or special district (as defined in
Section‘17520 of the Govemnmient Code); of an agency created by. the Joint

Exercise of Poweis Act.

‘Déceiiber 19, 1990




"Waterway” means any body of water flowing, cither continuously or
intermittently, through a.water course, including but not limited to, rivers,
sloughs, streams, and'creeks; |
(€)  “"California Rivers Riparian Parkway Plan” racans a Plan developed
pursuasit to Chapiér 3/(commencing with Section 9004).
{d) "Comfrﬁs;i;jn?: means the Sm1¢~}_ands Commissiion.;
Chapter 3. California Rivers Riparian::Parkway Plans
Section 9004. There is within the State Lands Commission; the California Rivers Riparias
Parkway Program. The Commission shall advise and consult with local
covemments and review and approve proposals for the development of California
Rivers Riparian Parkway Plans developed and submitted for finaricial assistarice
-pursuant XQ:ih§S‘chapx;:r. The Commission shall also administe: funds granted 1o
create and implement such Plans..
Section 9005. Proposals submitted io g “ Qfomnﬁssion pursuant to Section'9004 shall, to the
@ ‘extent feasible, provi | jors
‘preservation; maintenance, and restoration of riparian habitat values;
public access and river frontrécreation;.
ﬁ"shin‘g and other forms of water oriented recreation;
fleod control activities and facilides;.
enhancemient of fisherics habitat, spawning areas, andthe like; and.

enhancement of commercial and recreational navigation.

. The Commission shall develop standards and specify. elements io addiess, in
proposals for the preparation of local government Plans, pursuant to Sections 9004
‘and 9005. Such elerments shall include, but aré not fimited to:

1. aswmement of the purpose(s) and the goals and objectives 1o be achieved
throtigh the preparation of a Plan;,

‘December 19, 1995 3
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‘2. adescription of the willerway o portion thereof which the Plan is to apply;

Section 900E.

Décember 19, 1990 4

3., -adescription of the public uses and Tesources which may be protecied,

improved or réstored;’

4. a description of existing land usés along the waterway;

5. anidentfication of parcels or resources along the Waterway presenty

.owned of used by.public agencies within the area which is 16 be addressed
“by the Pl

6. thelevel of financial support the Iocal govermment can provide for the

preparation ofithe Plan;'and:

7. adescription of the proposed planning process.

Upon its approval of a proposal, the Commission may. elect, among,other actions,.

‘to

(a)  idéngfy areas of tille uncenainty and make all reasonable efforts 1o resolve
“them;;

(b)- take no action:which will adversely affeci the ability of the local govemment:
todevelop a Plan. Apptications for new leases of State lands within or
potentially affécting the planning area may not be graited undil the Plan is
completed ad such zpplications are deiermmined by the Commission to be.
consistent with and in furtlierance of the provisions of an approved Plan;

(€)  ‘Provide technical assistance 19 the local government during Plan.
development in siich areas as defining the legal requirements relting to
sccess and the public trust, preservation and restoration of riparian habitat,
-and recreational activities of facilities which are consistent with riparian

habita: and the public wust.

The Commission's approval of & proposal shall aise provide for. the financial

participation of the State in the preparation of the Plan. Funds forthis purgose’sban
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be allocated by the Commission io the Tocal government Sponsors of a Plan from

the fund creatediin Section 901 1'of this-Aci. The State may provide up to fifty
percent (50%) of the cost-of préparing the Plari: The Commission, at its discretion.
ind upon the application of the local government, may provide a greaicr percentage.
of mqrﬁcsmp:éssﬁiyfqh the ;’m:p;imibn of:the Plan.

of = lan, the local govemment ang the Commission shall

Section 9009: During jhc;prq}gfrétiqn
c@nsui;‘én@‘cpdgé;at}:cwi;h other State and local. governments, The State agericies

shall include, as appropriate:
(a); the Coastl Conservancy;.
by, theWildlife Conservation Board;
()  theDepasmcit of Fish and Game;,
(@ the Dejanment of Parks and Recreation;
) the California Depanment of Forestry and Fire Protection;
) theReclamation Board;
(2)  the Deparment of Water Resources; and
.(n). ‘the Dcpamncm ‘of Boating'and Waterways.

Section 9010. ‘Plans shall be submitted to the Commission for approval and funding within five

years of the Commission's approval of:a proposal. Plans

.Commission fos approval.and funding sensideration shall be in the form of a

proposed amendment 1o the local general plan and contain, at minimum:
t resources; including quantiﬁcaﬁon

submitted 1o the

@) a dé;uipzidﬁ of the waterway's presen
and dclincation of fiparian-habitat;

(b)  nlisting and delineation of existing public lapd ownership within the

plarining area, including lands of special disiricts such as park, leves,

reclamaticn and flood control;

(&) habit and recreation elemients which shall specify:

‘December 19;. 19%. 5 o
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