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AUTHORIZE EXECUTIVE OFFILER TO EXECU“E
‘ON BEHALF OF THE COM%ISSION,
A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH YOLO AND SACRAMENTO
. COUNTIES AND THE: CITY OF S&CRAMENTO
ESTABLISHING a SACRAMENTO ‘RIVER RIPARIAN PARKWAY

‘State Lands COmmlss;on
1807 -, 13th Street
Sacramento, Callfornia 95814

In July 1990, staif of the State Lands Commiss;on met. with Park

Dlrectors of Sacramento and Yolo countles and the 01t1es of
Sacramento and West Sacramcnto ‘to dlscuss the establxshment of a
proposed Sacramento River Rlparlan Parkway (Plparlan Parkway).
Based ;on -their 1n1t1a1 ‘support,. the staff of the Commission’
drafted and c1rcu1ated a Memorandum of Understandinq (MOU)
attached hereto #s nxhlblt A", ‘The ‘MOU was summarlly approved
'unanlmonsly by the Sacramento Clty ‘Council and the Yolo and
Sacram&nto cOunty ‘Boaris of Supervisors in the perlod August-
September 2990

The‘MOU and a letter of clarlflcatxon, Exhlblt ”B" were
consxdared by the West Sacramento City CQuncil at. its regular
meeting of October 17, 1990 but the. cxty declined to enter into
the MOU . as‘proposed. '

The MOU establishes .i multx-Jurlsdlctxonal effort to. prepare..a
management plan fcr the Rxparian Parkway. As proposed the
Riparian Parkvay 1nccrparates 31 miles of the Sacrament , River
(Rlver) and ‘extends fr % the. v1c1n1ty of the I-5 Bridge near the
Sacramerto Azrport (Rlver Hils 75. 5) downstream to: the Freeport
area (vaer Mile 44.8). Tne Riparian Parkvay extends: laterally
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from the landward sidé of levee top to .ievee top inclusive of the.

River. Where public ownership of parcels permits, or where

significant ripagiaﬁ;resourcés‘gkist,’the Riparian Parkway .could
extend: beyond ‘the River‘s levees.,, [

Commigsion staff has mapped the proposed extent of the: Riparian
Parkway and identifieq parcels of public ownership ‘thit could be
included within it. {n‘additigﬁ;'stqff'hgslegnnﬂtq~identify
additional parcels within the boundaries of the Riparian Parkway,
'which may be' investigated for acquisition or for the acquisition
of conservation casements.. ‘

Members of the planning team created under the provisions of the
proposed Moy, specifically Commission staff and staff of the
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counties of Yole and Sacramento -and the City of Sacramento, have

met with various étﬁﬂt'puplic*entitigszwith‘1éﬁ6 or interests

along the QelinéatédrRipqriéh‘ngk#ay to acquaint them with the
Pproject's. extent, goals, and purpose. As a'result of these
discussions the United St;tésnA;myjcdgpS‘qf‘Eﬁginegrs; the state
3eclaﬁatiqnjspard;;the‘statg Department. of ‘Parks and Recreation,
’saqraméntb\Metrppélitépgairpprt; and. the- Sacramento County '
Regional Sanitation: District have ex; eir w ngness: te
Cooperate with the ‘establishment e Riparian Parkway. For:
example, by correspondence lated Novembe » 1990, - State
Reqlamaticn~aca:d=$tatgd; “"The Board is .supportive of your _
Proposal to develdp such a parkway. and would likKe  to ‘be: involved

‘whenever ‘applicable."

Staff recommends that the gdi;iSQibn participate in the
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.Sacramento River Ripariaa ‘Parkway MOU: for sevéral reasons:

1) The Sacramento River Riparian Parkway is an cpportunity ‘to
provide yrban residents with natural and recreational amenities
comparable to those furnished by the existing American River
Parkway; 2) It will engonr@ge,gémpiehéﬁsi e urban-planning angd.

' ; ine ' preservation. and restoration of
_ riz 1 c stablished along the entirety of the
Sacramento River; '3) The  MOU establishes a framework for:a

cooperative inte:QOVérhpenﬁalwp;ahpiﬁg process to.-address; habitat
restqragiog.andergservatioh;'téCrgatigngl»dgV@lopment, and
access along the Sacramento River tbrquq@oﬁt~theﬁextent<qg»thé

proposed. Riparian Parkway..
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OTEER PERTINENT INFORHATION;
1. Pursuant to the Comm1551on S. delegation of

authority and the State. CEQA Guxdelines

(14 Cal. Code Regs.. 15061), the. staff has:
determlned that. his act1v1;y 15 exempt from
the requlrements of the CEQA because ‘the
act1v1ty is hot a Mprojecth as deflﬂed by
‘CEGA and the State 'CEQA Guidellnes.

Authoritys P.R:C: 21065 and 14 cal. Codg:
Regs. 15378.

EXHIBITS: : Sacraménto River Riparian Parkway Mehnorandum:
of Understanding. L
Letter of - Clariflcatlon, -dated October 10,
1990.
C. COmmunicatlon from Mr. Ray Barsch Genheral
Manager, State Reclamaticn ‘Board.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. FIND THAT 'THE. ACTIVITY Is EXEMPT FROM THE REQUIREMENTSXOF
THE ‘CEQA PURSUAﬂT TO 14 CAL. CODE: REGS. 15061 BECAUSE. THE
,ACTIVITY is, NOT A PROJECT/AS DEFI”ED BY P. R C. 21065 AND.
i¢ CAL. .CODE REGS. 15378..

AUTHORIZE ‘THE' EXECUTIVE GFFICER TO EXECUTE, ON BEHALP OF THE.
COMHISSION THE MEMORANDUM. OF dNDERSTANDING WITH YOLO AND
SACRAHENTO COUNTIES AND THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO EXHIBIT gy,
ESTABLISHING THE 'SKACRAMENTO RIVER RIPARIAN PARKWA




CARIDIE A

fmm its lmdwatx:rs in- S‘\as:a Coumy in thc nonh oits’ conﬂuenuc wuh lhc.. Saummz.maSan
Joaquin Deita in:the south; and

W the River was onice bordered by up to 500,000 acres of riparian forest which-
sprcad four to five miles from it; and

3, in 150 yeafs the 1 riparian forest has been reduced by human activities and

devclopxmm to an area of less than, fivc percent of i ns previous extent; and-
'W the Rives supports diverse populations of wildlife; including commeicial’ species.
of salmon and steelhead, as well a8 a’number of threatened and endangered spevics of. plants and
‘WHEREAS, couiitiés and cities-hav come to depead on the Rivet for watcr, powér, and
recreational activities: and '

the River is ihe object of increasing development which i is often not compatible
with habnm prcscwnnon wubiic access, fload control and wildlife protection, and
W multiple jurisdictiofis, including the’ County of Yolo, the County.of Sacramento,
the City of Sacramcmo ihe Cu) of West Sacramcmo, and the State Lands Commission, are
mvolvcc. in zhc rcgulanon of !and uses on and. affecung !hc river;

A ;,'? by:and between the patties hmto

as fél!qvis:
L.  The/Coinities of Yolo and Sacramento, the Cities of Sacramiento and West

Sacramento dnd the State Lands Commission will form an interagency planning

‘teaim to establish a Sacramento River Riparian Parkway. within the bounds of:

RiverMile 76.0;'in the viciaity, of the I:5 Bridge, on the norh to River:Mile 44.8,

near Fréeport, on the South which shall have conservation.and recreation as its

major goals  See attachied rap ). The membership of the tcam will consist of the

following individials or their designees - the Director of the Yolo County Facilities
Deparunent, the Sacramento County Director of Parks and Recreation, the

Sdcramento City Director of Parks and Comtiiunity Services, the Direcior of the




City of West: Samnm Departinent of Parks and Community Services; and the
.Executive Officér of. the State Lands Commission.

A technical plzmmng team, composed of at least'one representative fromi each
agency, will be established as. workmg Staff 1o the i interagency planning committee;
The technical team will be responsible for-assémbling : and analyzmg data; preparing
reports and recommendations, and. pmvxdmg all'other staff. support requested by the
planning compittee. Under the direction of the planning corhmiittee, the:technical
team will be responsible for dcvclopmg d schedule and-a funding progrim to
‘govemn the preparation, review; and prcscntauon of the draft Sacramentd River
Rxpanan Parkway Plan (Plan). The five agencies will jointly 1 rcwcw and submit the
fina? Plan to their decision-maing bodies fo; ddapgon.

The Flan shall have the followiny objectives: a) to preserve, protect, enhance, and
restore the riparian corridor and its asscciated ecosystems, and b)to dcsxgn a
system of controlled public aceess for active and passive secreational uses related to
the River.

The Plan to'be dév'cldpcd will consist of, but not'be. limited to:.2) a delirigation of
the nanire and extent of the area's nawral resources and their condition, b)a
description of the existing land use, “facilities and activities which occurin the
‘planning area, -C) a summary of the physxcal social, economic, resource; and:
‘potlitical factors which influence the management, use and enjoyment of the
planmng area, d)’ management altcmanvcs, e) an analysis.of the. physxca! social,
and econoriic cffcczs associzted with each altemnative, and f) a prefered ; altcmauvc
-with gmdclmcs and standards for defining, implémenting and managmg the.
Parkway

‘Dunng the preparation of the Plan, each agency shall advise the others of new data,
proposed projects or actions whxch may impact cither the planning area or the
dcvelopmcnt of the Parkway and shall take no action which is detrimental to the
pmposcd Parkway or the provxswns or intént of this agre¢ment. Such matters may
be disciissed at the mecungs of the planning team.

Followmg its'adoption by, each -agency, the Pian shall.be the goveming factorin all
‘subsequent management decisions.

Thx., agreement may | be amended with the consent of the. -parties and shall remain in.
force and effect until tcnmnarcd by thc  pasties or uritil.the establishment of the
Parkway, whichever occurs. first.
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Directot, Coitaty Facilities Departrmet.
‘County of Yolo:

2R

Disecta, County, Parks arid Recreation
Cointy of Sacrarsento

3

Director, Parks and. Community Servicés.
City'of Sacraméato -

- (R

Parks and Cormunity Services
Gity of West Sacrarmento
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‘October 18, 1950

val”Toppennerg,*Deputy ‘Director
‘West Sacramento Redevelopment ‘Agency
1102 Jefferson Blvd., Sulte D
westNSacramento, ‘CA. 95691

Dear Hr. Toppenberg-

Pursuant to our recent meeting recarding the proposed
Meporandumn. of Understandxng (MOU) betwveen the State Lands
Commlssion, the Cities ‘of West Sacramento and Sacramento and Yolo
and Sacrawmento Countles~ we would like tc clarify several p01rts

as delxneated Ain the MOU.,

Flrst with regerd to your ccncern;about the objectlve of
the: plan whlch incliudes the restoraelon of the riparian corridor
and. its. assoc;ated ecosystems, it is not 1ntended that this plan
exclude access po;nts to the River w1th1n the context of an urban.
settzng. in other words, it is not :mtended zhat '100% of the
riverfront be necessar;ly restored to its natural env1ronmental
condition. Indeed, it is. recognlzed that urban and recreatxonal
development in certaln aréas of the waterfront nay be appropriate~
and desirable.

Iin addltion, when we:discussed the concept - of<controlled
public access for active ‘and passive recreational uses related to
the Hiver, we xlso did not intend to preclude connections between
urban areas and the wanerfront whzch might allow access w;thln a
more formalized context such as a pedestr;an promenade.

You elso had concerns about that portion of the agreement
which provxdes that each agency .shall take no -action which is
detrzmental ‘to- the proposed parkway ‘or the provisions or intent
of this agreement. Agexn, this provision is' not intended. to
’preclude the City of West Sacramento from, proceedlng wlth the
redevelopment of 1ts waterfront. We are,, ‘however, 1nteres ted Ain
*ommentlng on any plan whxch rncludes access tc and proposed uses
of the waterfront fron the top of the levee to the waterllne of
‘the Sacramento: River.




Hr. Val: Topgenberg
‘october 10; 1990
Paoe 2

Flnally, we wouid 21 ke to. addr»ss your concern about Iten -6
cf the proposed MOU whach prov;d's ‘that the plan shall be the
govern;ng factor in-all subsaquent management decisions. We
included "this provision to encourage -an understanding of
cooperation betweén the State Lands Commission .and the local
jnrxsdlctions ohat wou‘d be part1c1pat1ng in this plan. it. is
not intended to preclude local ageﬁc1es f*om exerc151ng their:
dlscretzonary authorltyxover Jand use issues which are w;thln
thelrfjurlsdzctlon. For »xa:ple, ve- recognxze ‘that no prov151on
of thé plan will apply to ‘or control the regulations -of land.
within the Jurlsdlctlon of West Sacramento without its approval
and ratlflcatzon by the West Sacramento City Council. The Ssame
‘holds true for other erlSﬂlctIOnS affecﬁed by the plan.

Ve hiope. that thie rlarlflcatlon will assist 'you in obfaznlng
aér--oval of your City Council to execute: the proposed Memozandum

of Un&erstandlng.

~
N

ACharles‘Warren
Executive Oofficer

ce: Ed Quinn .
. Barft Throop =
- Walt -Ueda: . :
,~Earl Balch
Gene Amdal
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HOV. 1:8:1830.

Bt pes RECEIVED
vcharles Warren A .
Exdcutive Director Hov 21 1890
-state Lands Camm15310n ~-Amtgag
1807 = 13th Street ,\ CoBSSIo.

*acramcntc, ‘CA 95814
From :  THENECLAMATION.BOARD

‘Subiect:  Sacramento River Riparian Parkwvay

Your staff has. brlefed ‘us on the Sacramento Rlver Riparian.
Parkway and provided a copy of the Araft Memorandum of

nderstandlng. Additlonally, The Reclamatlon Board's ‘program:
manager had an opportunity to hear your presentatlon in
Berkeley on the same subject. Based ‘upon conversations with:
your staff and your presentation, 1t appears that this propcsal
is con51atent ‘with flood, -control. The Board is supportive’ of
your proposal to. dcvelog such: a parkway and ‘would like to be
_.nvolved wherever appllcable. The Beaxd,. similar to your
agency, has a. major interest in the Sacramento River.

You are aware of ‘the Board's 1nvolvement wit>. 9rov1d1ng publlc
-safety from. flooding. our ‘mission. requ1res very close coordi-
nat;on with the ‘State Lands Ccmm1551on ‘to assure that our
actzvxtles are compatlble and conslstent not only for publlc
safety, ‘but for the goa;s of the State Lands Lomm1551on. In
order to: assure that .all the agencies' respec.tlve goals and
missions are met and are compatible; we ‘highly uxge your tech-
riical plann:ng team for the parkway program to involve cur

*taff in any art1v1t1ee that mav 1nterrelatc with prov;dlng
pudlic safety.

If our underatandlng -0f the rlparlan parkway is .incorrect, oxr
lf you. have any questlong, pleuse .contact me. at ATSS 445-9454
or have yoﬁr stafg contact Peter Rabbcn at ATSb 445-~8984.

‘anonn B BARSCK -
General Manager

- |Gy formuded b SR,
cc: David ‘N. Kennedy, Dirsctor | BV R 2R M LA |
Department of ‘Water Resources NN a6

1416 Ninth Street ore W -Bm e
Sacramento, CA 85814 ; s






