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GENERAL PERMIT - RIGHT-OF-WAY USE

Calendar Item CGS5 was presented by Dwight Sanders, Chief, Environmental Planning
and Management Division, regarding the applicatior.of U.S. Sprint Communications for
a fiber optic cable. Mr. Sanders recommended that:tlie Commission adopt-the negative
declaration before them as stated. He also advised that statf had received a no jeopardy
opinion from the Department of Fish and Game as to consultation under the
Endangered Species Act for the entirety of the project.

Commissioner Tucker questioned what.portion of the route goes into the City of
LaFayette? Mr. Michael Wilmar, an attorney representing Sprint, stated that of 93 miles
of cable, 2.5 miles is under the City of LaFayette or somewhere between two anc a half
to three percent.

Commissioner Tucker also questioned if any other cities filed any complaints or raised
any kinds:of issues regarding the negative declaration. Mr. Sanders stated that to his
knowledge the City of LaFayette was the only city.

Commissioner Manning.guestioned the closing of certain lanes of traffic during
construction and the eiteni-of such areas of closure. Mr. Wilmar stated that it was his
understanding from construction personnel that no more than 500 feet of the trench
wauld be open at any one point in time. However, this would require some type of lane
control in order to allow construction to take place and allow traffic to continue to run
in one lane only.

Commissioner Tucker asked if the City had to issue permits for the work. Mr. Wilmar
advised that the City does have to issue the permits and can s=t any type of conditions
they wish on the permit.

Councilwoman Avon Wilson from the City of LaFayette spoke on behalf of the City
Council. She stated that twe of the city's major concerns were traffic impact and s6il
stability. The city’s concerned aboutsoil stability because there were slides during the
winters of 1972,.'82, '83, and '86 in this area. Each slide has cost the cily a quarter to a
half million doliars. The City Counci! feels that the report received from Dames and
Moore was less than exhaustive and not a full and complete’ study. :




Councilwoman Wilson presented a letter to the Commission from the City of LaFayette
to be entered into the record.

After considerable discussion from all parties, including testimony on geologic conditions
with the City by Phillip Mabry, Senior Geotechnical Engineer with Dames and Moore,
the project, as amended by the applicant, was approved 2-0. The project as ahalyzed and
authorized provides the following:

1.

commitment ihat Sprint would have enough personnel to direct traffic if the City
of Lafayette does not have enicugh persoinel;

110 lane closures before $:00 a.m. or, after 4:00 p.m. on weekdays or the work is to
be done on weekends, on the heavily congested portion of the route which is
Glenside Drive, Reliez Station to:Glympic Boulevard;

work completed in eight weekend working days or seven regular working days,
within Reliez Station Road;

Sprint to pay for the reiocation of thz fiber optic cable within the roadway as
needed along Clympic Boulevard, Reliez Station Road, Glenside Drive and Saint
Mary’s Road upon request by the City of Lafayette;

groundfill will be compacted in conformance with_site conditions and standard
engineering practices and disturbed surfaces wili be returned to the preexisting
condition; and

comuittment to a penalty provision of $5,000 per day for every day that
construction does not meet the agreed to timeline within the City of Lafayette.
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occurred at other locations on Las Trampas Creek adjacent to
St. Mary's Road: Driftwood Drive and Rohrer Drive on the west
side of the road with underszutting on the east side of St.
Marv's Road north of the Las Trampas Creek Bridge, at 420 Sst.
Mary's Road and at the southern driveway area of 50\0 st.,
Mary's Road. This undercutting is a progressive process vhich
is exacerbated by storms such as those in 1972, 1982, 1983 and
198€. The cost to thz city when undercutting begirs to
threaten the road or a massive slide closes the road is
ketween 1/4 to 1/2 million dollars per repair. Dames and
Moore's very superficial analysis plans to relocate thz cable
to the west side for 100 feet north of the Las Trampas Bridyge.
Pelocation should be for a much greater distance northward but
considered in the context of a more thorough environmental
study that researches the slope stability for this corridor
and offers some appropriate alternatives.

We challenge the rationale for the trench location and
distance from edge of pavement which varies from segment to
segment and which is discussed in the Initial Study Nare-
rative. In the Lafayette and Moraga segments trenchi ng
distance from the edge of pavement is the widest of any of the
other segments, which, if implemented, would traverse unstable
or nonexistent slopes and remove valuabla domestic landscaping

and cpecimen native oaks; the latter of which it is City
policy to protect through stringent construction guidelires
and heavy fines. A focussed Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
is needed to analyze the implications of this questionable
standard.

2. The Initial study project description which relates
to this item indicates that the cable trench woculd be back-
filled with ¥removed material or imported clean f£ill, if
necessary, compacted and the area returned, as mnuch as
possible, to its original condition. This is ccntrary to
acceptable engineering practices, on a corridor with known
glope faillure.  New, thoroughly compacted soil must be
assured, the standards of which should be articulated in the
environmental study.

5. This section fails to discuss potential washout of
the corridor by a breached water main or any other public
utility facility. The East Bay Municipal Utility District's
{EBMUD) forty year old, sixteen inch water main is located on
the east side of the corridor, the location where the ap-
plicant proposes to locate the fiber optic cable. Properly
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surveyed engineering drawings and environmental studies need
“o be prepared to assure the City as well as the various
public utilities that proper precautions to avoid such
possible impacts will be in place.

7. This section does not address potential for mud-
slides and flooding should the EBMUD water main be breached.
The water main failure of February 1330 severely camaged two
downslope residences, the financial settlement of which is
still in regotiation.

C. WATER

S. There needs to be discussion of potential for
discharge of construction materials into Las Trampas Creek
during the trenching process. The environmental document
needs to discuss what level of disturbance of riparian habitat
will occur and how the placement of the cable on the bridges
will affect the ability of Llas Trampas Creek channel to
transport 100 year floods.

J. RISK OF UPSET

2. This section fails tp discuss the impact on this
coxrridor as the wmajor emergency access corridor to Burton
Valley, Rheem Valley and St. Mary's College. There is no
hospital in Noraga, and access to the nearest hogpitals in
cedntral) county are over this route.

M.  {TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION

3, 4, 6. This closure of this corridor in February 1990
caused diversicn and significant delays on other commute and
neighborhood and school oriented pedestrian and bicycle
safety. Along with tle danger of slope failure this is the
greatest and most dangerous potential impact. The failure of
the Initial Study to address this issue is an affront to the
‘CEQA process.

N. PUBLIC SERVICES

2, 5, 6. We disagree. The recent closure of Relier
Station Road put increased demand on police services through-
out south Lafayetie to provide necessary traffic control and
enforcement. Two police officers per shift and four public
works employees are insufficient staff to channel and control
the conflicts which did and will occur with road closure.
Hitigations must consider the cost of additional police
services necessary to starff the required diversions.

CALENDAR PAGE o
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P. UTILITIES

3. There is great potential for conflict with the
existing major water main. Premature trenching by U.S. Sprint
in advance of the City construction project and water main
replacement may impede later replacement and cause problems
with gseparating the dQifferent utility lines. A focussed EIR

; should address these impacts in the context of an existing
road alignment with near vartical slopes on sections of both
5t. Mary's Road and Reliez Station Road. The document should
discuss the cost of repiacing the recently installed and very
expensive open graded non-skid asphaltic surface on Reliez
Station Rocad.

OTRER CONCERNS

o The alleged engineering cross sactions which have been
provided by the project's engineers are nothing more than
horizontal kar sections. They do not show any of the cor-
ridor's geometrics, contours, landscaping, trees, loccation of
driveways, walls, fences, etc. They' are not prepared in

v conformance with an appropriately conducted survey. This is dg'

3 not acceptable engineering practice. Given the unwillingness
of the applicant to provide complete and acceptable engineer-
ing drawings of the project, one has no credible basis upon
which to assessg the intended placement of the proposed cable
project and its impacts as discussed above. Therefore, any
assertions by the applicant or staff that this prolject has no
impact on the environment are without merit and highly
suspect.

s

0 The alleged slope stability survey conducted by Dames and
Moore is too superficial and incomplete to assure confidence
in its conclusions. Had their staff done a proper study and
talked to City staff as the letter attests, the firm would
have been able to provide a more representative discussion of
the corridor’s condition. Discussion of the slope failure
history was inadequate. The report would have the reader
believe that only two slides occurred, they were repaired and
thexre are npo preblems. Dames and Moore exanination of the
entire St. Mary's Road-Glenside Drive-Reliez Station Road-
Olympic Blvd. corridor revezled one minor horizontal 30 foot
crack in. the vicinity of the Las Trampas Creek Bridge. On
site inspection of the area on March 4, well iato our most
recent rain storm, revealed that in addition to the horizontal
crack adjacent to the northeast guardrail stanchions, there
are also several 1/4 to 1/2 inch cracks, running perpendicular @
to the pavement in the location of the northeast guardrail and
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ominous sloughing and crevassing of the eastern embankment.
In addition, the eastern vertical slope between the City
limits and Wallaby Court is beginning to slcugh angd slide onto
St. Mary's Road. Such a circumstance is Prevalent along this
road, particularly after a rainstorn of any significance.
Dames and Moore's cursory slope stability analysis is less
than exhaustive and should not be considered to be an adequate
replacement for a focussed EIR.

In summary, the Lafay<tte City Council reiterates its
position that the proposal to issue a negative declaration of
environmental impact is a travesty of the environmental
process. Regardless of the ne¢d or worth of the project, or
whether the applicant is from the private or public sector,
the application must be considered within the framework of and
in conformance with existing law. Given the significant
potential impacts of traffic, soil stability, financial impact
and the consegquent imperative to consider mitigations and
alternatives to the project, a focussed EIR is mandated. The
City of Lafayette requests that you anthorize its preparation.

Sincerely, ‘
- : -

Gayle B. Uilkema
Mayor

GBU:sj

cc: Robkert 2dams
Carlos Anglin
Yark ilander
Charles Williams
Cicy Council
Traffic Commission
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charlos Warren, Exegutive Cfficer
gtnte Lands Comnission

1807 13th streast

Sawramento, CA 923814

Dear Mr. Warren and Members of the Comnismsion:

The Lafayette City Council will be presenting testimcny at
the State Lande Commission meeting Merch 6, 1591 regarding
the proposed issuance of a Negative Declaration of
Environmental Izpact. The Council opposzes the issuasnce of a
nsgative dsclaration. The council is prepared to present to
getailed information in support of thaeir position. I have
reviawved the information and strongly support their reasons
for challenging the rxeport.

I hope that you will support the city of Lafayatte and reject
the EIR. There is strong physical and environmental evidence
to support their claims. IT is my understanding that the
citv suggested alternate routes to US sprint. I feel certain
t: - there is a workable solution for the project.

Your favorable consideration well be vary much appreciated.

8incexaly,

PaacehoteaC. Qi'm

NICHOLAS C. PETRIS
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GENFRAL PERMIT -~ RIGHT-OF-WAY

APPLICANT:
US Sprint Communications Company
Limited Partnership
Attn: Lynn R. Morphew
700 Airport Boulevard, Suite 2B
Burlingame, California 94010

AREA, TYPE LARD AND LOCATION:
A 0.092-acre parcel, a 0.ll4-acre parcel, and a 0.069-acre
parcel, all tide and submerged lands located in the 014,
Middle, and San Jecaquin rivers, respectively, in Contra
Costa and San Joaquin counties.

Use:

Construction, operation, and maintenance of a four-inch-
diameter steel pipe conduit encasing fiber optic cable
utilized for telecommunication purposes.

TERMS OF PROPOSED PERMIT:
Initial period:
Indefinite term beginning April 1, 1991.

CCHSIDERATIONS
Exempt by law, Section 7901, Public Utilities Code.

APPLICANT 8TATUS:
Applicant is permittee of upland.

PRERRQUISITE CONDITIONS, PEES AND EXPENSES:
Filing fee and processing costs have been received.




BTATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCESS

A.
B.

AB 884:

P.R.C.: Div. 6, Parts 1 and 2; Div. 13.

Cal. Code Regs.: Title 3, Div. 3; Title 14, Div. 6.

05/14/91

OTHER PERTIMNENT INFORMATIOM:

1.

2.

The total annual rental value of the sites is estimated
to be $300; or $100 minimum rental as to each parcel.

The Applicant proposes to construct a 45-mile, 3/4-inch
fiber optic cilble between Oakland and Stockton to
provide for its existing telecomrunications system an
alternate route service capacity in the event of
disruption of seryice.

Pursuant to the Commission's delegation of authority
and the State CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal. Code

Regs. 15025), the staff has prepared a Proposed
Negative Declaration identified as EIR ND 540, State
Clearinghouse No. 91013088. Such Proposed Negative
Declaration was prepared and circulated for public
review pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

Based upon the Initial Study, the Proposed Negative
Declaration, and the comments received in response
thereto, there is no substantial evidence that the
project will have a significant effect on the
envircnment. (14 Cal. Code Regs. 15074([b])

This activity involves lands identified as possessing
significant environmental values pursuant to

P.R.C. 6370, et seq. Based upon the staff's
censultation with the persons nominating such lands and
through the CEQA review process, it is the staff's
opinion that the project, as proposed, is consistent
with its use classification.




APPROVALS OBTAINED:
United States Army Corps of Engineers, California Department
of Fish and Game; California Central Valley Regional Water
Quality Control Board, California Reclamation Board, and the
counties ©»f Contra Costa and San Joaquin.

?URT;;Q,&P?ROVALB REBQUIRED:
Nonw.

EXELBITS:
A. Land Degscription
B. Location Map
C. Iocal Government Commente
D. Proposed Negative Declaratiocn

IT I8 RECCMMENDED THRT TEE COMMISSION:

1. CE@?IFY THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION, EIR ND 540, STATE
CLEXRINGHOUSE NO. 91013088, WAS ‘PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE CEQA AKD THAT THE
COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION
CONTAINED THEREIN.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS APPROVED, WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE TO US SPRINT COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP OF A. GENERAL PERMIT - RIGHT-OF-WAY USE,
AS CONDITIONED, FOR AN INDEFINITE TERM BEGINNING APRIL 1,
1991, PURSUANT TO THE PRCVISIONS OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES
CODE, SECTION 7901 FOR CONSTRUCTION, OPERATION, AND
MAINTENANCE OF A FOUR-INCH-DIAMETER STEEL PIPE CONDUIT
ENCASING FIBER OPTIC CABLE UTILIZED FOR TELECOMMUNICATION
PURPOSES ON THE LAND DESCRIBED ON EXHIBIT ®A* ATTACHED AND
BY REFERENCE MADE A PART HEREOF.




EXBIBIT "A"

LAND DESCRIPTION

Three parcéls of tide and submerged land in the beds of Od River, Middie River and San
Joaquin River in San Joaquin and Contra Costa Counties, California, lying within strips of land
10 feet wide and lying 5 feet on each side of the following described centerlines:

PARCEL 1 - Old River
Said centerline situated within that portion of Sectior 31, TIN, R4E, MDM, San

Joaquin and Contra Costa Counties, lying approximately 100 feet westerly-of and
running parallel with the centerline of State Highway 4. Said strip terminates
northerly on the right bank and southerly on the left bank of said river.

PARCEL 2 - Middle River
Said centerline sitvated within that portion of Section 36, TIN, R4E, MDM, San
Joaquin County, lying approximately 65 feet southerly of and running parallel with
the centerline of State Highway 4. Said sirip of land terminates westerly on the right
bank and easterly on the left bank of said river.

PARCEL 3 - San Joaquin River
Said centerline situated within that portion of Scction 16, TIN, RGE, MDM, San
Joaquin County, lying approximately 60 fect southerly of and running parallel with
the centerline of State Highway 4. Said strip of land terminates westerly on the right
bank and easterly on the left bank of said river.

EXCEPTING THEREFROM;my portion lying landward of the ordinary high water marks
of the sbovementioned rivers.

END OF DESCRIPTION

REVIEWED NOVEMBER, 1290 BY LLB.
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Date: /2=3/-00

File Ref: W 24525

g
)
w.

‘. State Lands Commission
Attn: Gerald D. Gordon '
1807 - 13th Street
.Sacramento, California 95814

Grectings:

Subject: ‘Proposed Constructicn of a Fiber .Optic Telecommunication System
and Under the Gld River in Contra Costa County

Mame: U. S. Sprint
Address: Attn: Lynn R. ¥orphew

700 Airport Boulevard, 2ad Floor, B wing
Burlingame, Califormia 94010

Assessor's Parcel Mos. 008-340-12

The County of Contra Costa has received notice of the above-referenced activity
across Old River and has no osbjection to said facilities/project or to the
igsuance of a permit oc lease by the State Lands Commission for such use of

sovereign lands.

If you have any questions, you may reach me at (415) 646-2935.

- County of Contra Costiv
Public Works Departmen

Diresctor

1741L




EXHIBIT “C“

Date: /;0/22-/%

File Ref: W 24525

State; Lands Commission

Attn: Gerald D. Gocdon
1807 -~ 13th Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Greetings:

Subject: Proposed Construction of a Fibar Optic Telecommunicatjon System
Across the 0ld, Middle, and San Jeagquin Rivers in San Joaquin County

Kame: U. S. Sprint

Address: Attn: Lynn R. dorphew
700 Airport Boulevard, 2nd Floor, B Ring

Burlingame, .California $4010

Assessor's Parcel Nos.. 129-190-30, 131-120-04, 131-130-0%
163-150-01, 163-020-10

The County of Sau Joaquin has received notice of the above-referenced activity
across the sudbjeét rivers and has no objection to said facilities/project or to
the issuance of 3 permit or lease by the State Lands Commission for such use of

sovereign lands. N
If you have any questicns, you may reach me at (209) 468-3160.

County cf San Joaquin
Department of Planning and Building Inspection
Chet Davisson, Director

belopment Techaician
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EXWIBTT D

S COMMIESION

LEOT.WTNY.WGOW Sszeasmento, CA 933
GRAY DAVIS. Convrolier

5 CHARLES WARREN
THOMAS VY. HAYES, Directer of Financs

Project Title: . S. Sprint Fiber Optic Cable
Project Prcponent: U. S. Sprint

Project Location: Between Oakland and Stockton within and adjacent to existing
roadways and highways, Alameda, Contra Costa, and San
Joaquin Counties.

Project Description: Proposed placement of approdmately 45 miles of 3/4" fiber
optic cable, buried at a minimum depth of 42° within existing
roadways and private property easemernts except for bridge

attachments, specified bore locations, and the regenerator sites.

Contact Person: Judy Brown Telephone: (916) 324-4715

This document is prepared pursuant 10 the requirements of the California
Environmentai Quality Act (Section 21000 et seq. Public Resources Code), the State CEQA
Guidelines (Section 15000 et seq, Title 14, California Code Regulations), and the State
Lands Commission regulations (Section 2901 et seq., Title 2, California Code Regulations).
Based upon the attached Initial Study, it has been found that:

/_/ that project will not have a significant effect on the environment.

[X/ mitigation measures included in the project will- avoid potentially significant eifects.

FORM 13.17 (4/90)

CALENDAR PAGE jﬁ’ ;
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STATC LANDS COMSTION

EW!RGW&E‘?&L 1MFACT w&mw CHECXLIST - eant il u
Form 13.20 (I8 File Ret._i 24525

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Apphicant: s Sa Sprink
700 Airport givd.
2nd Floor, B Wing
Burlingame, CA. 04019

Creckiist Date: _l2 106 190

Contact Person: _Judy Browh

retephone: 19151 324-4715
purpose: __ 12 provide alternate route service capacity in the event of disruption

to Mmmmmﬂn ons sysism.
Location: Oakland to Stocktons Alameda, Contra Costd and San Joaquin Counties.

Description. please refer to attached Project Description.

o e S T LT nde

0. ENVIRONMENT, AL IPACTE. (Explzin &ll “yes™ and “mayba’’ answers)
A. Eorsh. Wil the propesst resuit in:

1. Unstable earth cquitiomotd\mwsin mo!oqicwb;uuautu? et easeamene

2. Distuplions, displacements. compaction, of Gvercovering ofthesoil?. ... - -

v.-.-....-..-.--

3. Change in topography o ground surdice reliet festures? . . - o -0 ot

-.-...-------.--'-..-.-----

4 The destruction, covering, Of moditic: tien of any unigue geologic of physicst testures? . .

o--.o..---..--oo-.

5. Any increase in wind or waler arosion of soils, gither on ot off the gite?. . .- - -

§. Changm in gﬁpmn‘mn or erosion of bezch sands, or changes in siltation, deposition Of erosion
modity the chaanal of a river of sream or the bed of the ocsen OF any bay, inlat, © s

7. Exposure ot ali people of peoeperty geolopic nazards such a3 eanthquakes,
tailure, OF sinils?

--.-.--.-.-.........--




8. .lir. Will the propossl result in: Yos Maybe No
A ]
O g R,

1 Substaeial s SIATISIINS N detenacanion of ambent a1t quality? ... seccrrtTtT ceee e
- Yy ha
?.mmmcno!cbiccnowueoﬁou?. . - . D Cl F-’,j
. . 1= i )
3. Alteranicn of au eovement, mosture of 1remperature, 07 #nY chenge ciimate, either tocatly Of regicnsity?. j 1 . 5( \I

C. Water. Wil the propessl result N

-
-

. vaw

1 Changes 1o the cuirents, of the course ot dizection of water movements, in cither manne or fresh waters? . .

erns, of the rate and amount of susfece Watsr qunott?, .o oo

P'i"!»'t

2 Changes m IOIPLSN rates, Uraindge paty

U]

1
P

-.u--------.-..---.-...

3. Atterations to the course ot tiow of tlood woters? L L ... st r 0t

4. Changemthemumo'surfsmmrinmvmtmbodv?‘.
v sttergucn of surfece waler quality, including but not timitzd to

o.-v.--.o-o--..—

5. Discharge int0 surisce aaters, or in an
temwatme,diwwdtxvgenorwfbiditv?. e ame Ch aeeeseaenes

o0 uaob

a0

6. Altznuone!thednectm:xrsteofilewofgocndwacn’.. T i

7 Change 1n the quantity of ground waters. either through direct agditions of withdrawals, of through inter-

"
(-

e ae s s s aan s

ception of an ayutfer by cuts of excavations? . - - - R . . \-‘. i-_xj

§ Substantia! reduchion in the amount of watet otherwise available or public water supplies? . ... ocsee !_3 { _: iX

9. Exposure ol people o property 10 water-celated hazards such 2s llcoding or sidalwawis? ... oottt D L. X,
flow or chemical content of surface thermal $pAngs?. . . oo -t s et D r,‘ X,

10. Sigmlicant changes in the temperature,

D. Phnt bate W the proposal esuit in:

i Change s the diversity ol specied, of number of anv
.mdaqwax\cplmm?..‘.

2. Raductiun of the numbers of any umque, rare of sndangered species ofplantsl. c . caevmmonr ettt L-]

spacies of plants (including trees, shrubs, grass, CTOPS. o~ r [5(
1 A

N T |

3. introducion of nEw SPLCITS of plsnts into sn 8red, or in 8 barrier 10 the normal regienishment of existing

---....-.....--..--..-.

O
O

4. Reducuomnmemoimvwiwltmﬂcmp?...............,..........‘..

£ tuimal Lije Wit the provotal result ing

i Changz in the diversity of spacies, of numbers of any species of animals (birds, isnd snimals inciuding
repmtx.hshmdﬂ\cmish,bcmhwcowemsm.o:insecu)?. A i i .o

2 Reduction of tmnumx;nnoi anvuniasx.te:eo:anamgeredmeciesolanimh?;.. PPN E, f- X
3 Introduction of new sorotes of anirnals mtowa:ea.otmuhmabutier to the migration Of movement of .
4. Demmanontoe:mifmmhorwi!dl:iembitat?.... ...... D (3 ’\_x_
F \ene. Wil the proposal result s
_— -

.

1. lummme:m&sgn&ews?.........,..........
Z.Ewureotpewkwsmcenwlmk?.. I S

G. Lighs and Glare. will the proposal retult in:

O
‘LTMmoducnono’lnmligMorqme? e D
H  land s, Wil the proposat result it
1.Asn.d)smmla!teraiionoithemmmc:plmwllandmeofanaru?.......................... D 1 7?] %3
1 Netues! Rewausers. Vaill the proposal result in’ &
0
o

1. inmasemtha:ateoimo!mvmwuitmmm?......................................

2 Substmna!depsetsonotmvnmmmsbmcww?........,........................

-
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Risk of Upset, Does the proposal result in:

Yat Msybe. Mo
1. A risk of an gxplosion or the relsase of hazardous substances (including, but not limitad to, 0il, paticides,
chemicals, 07 radiation) in the event of 2n accidentorupsetconditions? . ... ..o oo D D @

2. Possible interference with emergency recponse plan or an emergency evasuationplan? .. .. .. ..o c v v o D D [—_i]
Population. Will the proprss! resultin:

1. The alteration, distribution, density, or growth rate of the human population of the azea? . D rl @
Housisg, Wil the proposal resull in:

1 Atiecting existing Housing, or crezte a demand for sdditional housing? .. . D D [E
Tremportation|Circuleiion. Will the proposal resultin:

1. Generation of substantial additiona! vehiculsr movemnant?. ..o ...t

O
O
[

2. Aftecting exizting parking facilivies, or create a damand for new parkingl.
3. Substantial iMEact uPon existing 1ransPOrtation sYStEMs? . .. . v .o e v e n s

4. Alerations to presant pattesns of circulation or movemant of people and/or goods?

OOood

HEBE R

5. Alterations to waterborne, rail, oraieteaffic? L .. ... oo iiian i

CO00oao

5. increase in trathic hazards to motor vekicles, bicyclists, of pedestrians? ... ...

- s xve “s .

Public Gervices. Wil the proposal have an efiect upon, or result in 3 need for new or altered govemmental
services 0 2ny of the following sreas:

1. Fiteprotection? . ... ..ccerceeen

2. Policeprotection? . .. .. c e cv e s
3.Schools? .. ... .. e i

4. Parks and other recreatiunal iacilities?. . ... ...
5. Msintenance ot public facilities, including roadst.
6. Other governmentaliservices?. . . . ......0o .
Energy. Will the croposz! result in:

1. Use of pibstantial amounts of fuelorenergy?. .. ........

F T T T A A B A N B g

P& 6

2. Substantial sncrease in damand upon existing sources of energy, or require the dsvelopenent of nswscurces? .

Ueitivies. Will the proposal result in 8 need for new systems, or substansial alicrations 10 ths following utilitie:
1. Powrer oe naturdl gas?. . . .. ftetseceeveeraneeansenasaeennne
2. Communication systems? . .

J.Water?, . e

4. Sovees of seplic tanks? . .

5. Storm water draingge? .. ..

6. Solid waste end disposal? .. .. .. .

0
oo
00
g0
OO0
OO
OO0
oo
0O
min
OO0
oo
oo
0o
00
O
O
0
=

B B B B el B

Humen Health. ‘Will the proposal result int

1. Crestion of pay hesith hazard or potential health hazerd {sxcluding mental heaith)?
2. Expornurs of peopletoputentizihesithhazards? . ... ... coineiinee o,
Aesthetics. Will the proposal retult in:

1. Tha obstruction of any scenic vista o7 virw open to the public, or will tha proposat result in the creation of
1n sasthotically offensive site open O PUBlIC VIBW? L .. .. .t iviiiir ittt tiet it

Recrection. Will the propusal sesult in:

oD O 0O
I =1 B 1™

1. An impect ueon the quality or quantity of existing recrestiona! opportunities?. . . .
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Y. LQulisrsl Resanroes.
1. ¥l tha propaas! reault in the slieration of or the destruction of 8 prehistoric or historic archeaiogical site?.

2. WGl the proposal result in odverse physicst or aesthstic effects to o prohistoric or historic building,
B N ) 11 2 L R R A A

3. Do the psoposs! have the potentizl to cause d physical chanpe which would stfect unique athnic cultural

B 2 S R R R R R R R IR
4. Will the proposal restnct existing religious or sacred uses within the potentis! impectares? . .. ... ...
Mondaory Findings of Significsice.

1. Does the project have the poteritial to degrade the quality of the environment, reduce the habitat of g fish o7
wildlife species. cause a fish or witdlife pepulation 1o drop below seif sustaining levels, thresten to eliminate
a pisnt or snimal community, feduce the numbar of restrict the reiige of & rare or andangered plant or
snimal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of Californis history or prahistery?. . . ... .

2. Does the project have the potential to achieve short-term. to the Jispdvantage of long-term, environmenial

3. Does the project have impacts which are individually limited, but cumulatively congiderable? . .. .......

4. Dogt the project have environmantal efiects which will cause sudstantial adverse effects on human beings,
enther diteciiy Of indireCllv? . ... i cuiercvarasoenan sttt st

111, DISCUSSION OF EXVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION (See Commaents Attached)

Y. PRELIMINARY DETERMINAYION
On the basis of this initis! evalustion:

R :”find the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and s NEGATIVE DECLARATIOR will

-
-

&i‘ 1 find that sithough the proposed project could have 3 significant effect on the environment, there will not be & significant etfect
in thit_cswe because the mitigation measures described on an sttached theet have bsan scded to e projpct. & NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepired.

l :} ! tmd»ﬁt: proposed project MAY have & significant etiect on the esvironment, and sn ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
is requied. .

Date: 01716 /81 __JuDY BRO®
For the State’ Ls




U.S. SPRINT
FIBER OPTICS TELECOMMUNICATIONS CABLE
OAKLAND 7O STOCKTON

Furpose and Need: U.S. Sprint proposes to bury and place
approximately 45 miles of 3/4® fiber optic
telecomnunications cable within existing

roadways and private property easements
between Oakland and Stockton. The fiber
optics cable gysten is part of the applicant's
long-distance‘telephone network which provides
service to -and between the oakland, Walnut
creek and Stockton areas, within the Counties
of Alameda, Contra Costa and San Joaguin.

Project Location: The cable route runs easterly fronm Oakland
through Piedmont to Moraga, northerly to
Lafayette and Walnut Creek; then southeasterly
through Danville to the north side of
Livermore; then northerly to Byron and
@asterly to Stockton.

The majority of the route is located on city,
County and State property. Private property
areas involved are jocated between the 0la
River an Trapper Road, off State Highway 4.

Project Description:

U.S. Sprint proposes to construct
approximately 45 miles of 3/4% fiber optics
cable to be buried at 2 minimum depth of 42%
within existing roadways and private property
easements except for bridge attachments,
specified bore jocations, and the regenerator
sites.

Two above~ground regenerator sites will be
constructed along State Highway 4 which will
invalve a 40' x 40°' area for each site. Each
regenerator site will contain two
prefabricated .concrete buildings: one
peasuring 8* x 12°', housing the generator
equipment; and another measuring 8' X 11¢,
housing & diesel-fueled generator and 50
gallon fuel tank. ‘The generator will power
the egquipment during periods of local power
gervice interruption. Each regenerator site
will be enclosed by & 40' X 46° chain 1ink
fence.
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One regeneration site will be located south of
Highway 4 nesar Holt, which area is
chiaracterized by agricultural fields and
contain no natural vegetation. The other
regeneration site is located approximately
three miles west of the community of Byron.
The site consists of a graded, disturbed area
adjacent to a sand guarry.

Three methods for placement of the cable will
be used: trenching, plowing and boring.
Trenching will be the primary method of
construction. A backhoe or trenching machine
will excavate a trench approximately 12* wide
and at least 42" deep. Protection for the
cable in urban areas will be placement in
plastic conduits with concrete encasement. 1In
rural areas, a protective plowable conduit is
placed over the cable prior to placement in
the trenth. The trench is backfillad with
removed material or imported clean fill, if
necessary, compacted and the area returned, as
nearly as possible, to its original condition.

Plowing is accomplished by use of a tractor-
mounted plowing device. This machine creates
an opening in the soil, places the cable with
its protective duct at the appropriate depth,
and closes the s0il in one continuous action.
The opening crezated by the plow disturbs an
area approximately 6% to 12" in width and 42°®
deep which is compacted immediately behind the
plow.

Boring will be used where the cable nust be
placed under obstacles in areas where no
diasturbance of the ground surface is allowed
by the permitting agency. All railroad
crogsings and certain river crossings will be
bored.

®




-3-

Directionxl boring will be used at three major
river crossings along this route: 014 River,
Middle River, and the San Joaquin River.
Prior to commencemant of boring operations,
the river botiom is surveyed and core samples
taken. A route is plotted at least 15' below
the river bed. Approximately 475 barrels of
water from the river site is used to
facilitate the bore by azoftening the soil
ahead of the auger. The water backwashes
throngh the bore case to the entry location
where it is then pumped into <trucks and
removed to an approved site.

A staging area approximataly 200' x 200' in
size is needed to locate the equipment to
accomplish this work. The area will be used
during boring operations and will be restored,
as nearly ag possible, to its ‘original
condition upon completion of the bore.

Bridge attachments and the construction of two
regenerator sites are the only above-ground
construction eaployed on this project.
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U.S. SPRINT FIBER OPTICS TELECOMMUNICATIONS CABLE
OAKLAND TO STOCKTON W24525 G
DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION

Earth

1. No. The surface will be disturbed and returned, as
nearly as possible, to pre-existing conditions. Also
refer to the attached Slope Stability Assessment prepared
by Dames and Moore, dated January 15, 1991.

No. There will be no grading or extensive fill required.
No. See #2 above.
No.

No. Upon conclusion of cable placement, the trench is
backfilled with the removed material or with imported
fill. It is then compacted and returned as nearly as
possible to its original condition. To prevent erosion
of goil during precipitation, hay will be dispersed in
areas where dirt is disturbed by constructicn activity.

Ho. All water area crossings will be avoided through the
use of bridge attachments or boring under the waterwvay.

No. The placement of this cable will not pose a threat
of geolegic hazard to people or property. The cable will
be placed within existing, disturbed roadways,
spec.fically designated rights of way on private land,
and bored under three major rivers.

No. There will not be substantizi air emissions or
deterioration of ambient air guality as a result of the
telecommunications cable placement. There will be a few
construction vehicles operating during the placement of
the cable. The only permanent structures involved with
this project are two regenerator sites, which will be
enclosed in small prefabricated cement units. One unit
will contain an electrical impulse regenerator and the
other unit will contain a backup diesel-fueled generator
and diesel fuel drum. Emissions froa these sources will
be minimal.

No.

This project will not alter the aixr movement resulting in
any change tc moisture, t‘emperature, or change in
climate. The projsct invclves the burial of a

telecomnunications cable.

1l
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C. Water

i i. No
) 2. Ro.
e
.S ,

3. Ro.

4. For each =2f the three river crossings whers the bore

method is used, approximately 475 barrels (approximately

42 gallons per barrel) of water will be used from each
b river to facilitate the bore by softening the soil for
the auger drilling the hole. The water will be
backwashed through the bore case and pumped into trucks
and. renoved to the Valley Rock Disposal site in Orland,

¢

ce. |
? S. See #4 above. )
: : 6. No.

b 7. No.

L 8. No. See #4 above.
9. No.

;§ 1¢. No surface thermal springs will be impacted as none have
' been identifizd within the project route.

D. Plant Life
: 1. A biological resources repcrt has been preparad which
discusses the jplant population within the area of the »
proposed routs. No sensitive, threatened or endangered i
, : species plants will be affected. Please refer to the
§ g Biological and Cultural Resources Report prepared by
5 Dames and Moora, dated August 1, 1990.

g There is an existing, disturbed wetland and canal,

N located immcdiately west of the Middle River between an

! agricultural Jdirt road and the River. This area will be

g avoided by starting the bore at a point just west of the
£ ; existing agricultural dirt road.

5 2. See #1 above. ¥

: ‘. 3. No new plants will be introduced as a resuit of this
5 project. Serface disturbance will be returned, as nearly
as possible, to its original condition. Landscaping is

not proposed at the regenerator zites.

2
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Ro. The construction route through private property
easements within San Joaquin County are located adjacent
to Highway 4, from O0ld River to Trapper Road, which are
cultivated agricultural lands and agricultural drainage
ditches, the propcsed cable will be placed below the
ditch either by trenching (if no water is present) or by
boring (if watey is present). A 10° right-of-way will be
used within the agricultural arez, with the exception of
the kore 8taging areas. All private rights-of-way have
been granted by the property ouwners.

Aninal

1.

Nc. The areas of disturbance are adjacent or closely
located to existing, disturbed streets, roadways, and
highwvays. The placement of this cable will not displace
wildlife bevond the extent they are presently displaced.

No. The construction route will avoid sensitive habitat
by boring under existing waterways and water areas. The
cable route was surveyed for the existence of unique,
rare or endangered species of animals' habitat. Please
refer to the attached biclogical surveys prepared by

Dames and Moore, dated August 1, 1990 and October 3,

1999.

No. This project does not involve residential
construction and will not alter the existing animal
migration routes, as the surface areas have been
previously disturbed and are adjacent to existing
roadways and highways.

No. Waterways will be avoided by the bridge attachment
or boring construction mathod. The cable route is
located in and adjacent to existing traveled streats and
roadways with the exception of the private property
easenents -at ‘the edge of agricultural fields.

Noise

1.

Ho. Construction noise is temporary and Will not exceed
the linits existing on the traveled streets, roadways and
adjacent to the highway and agricultural tmlcw where the
cable route is located. <Construction will be limited to
daytime hours. '
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Light and Glare

1. No. The only facilities proposed above ground are zhe

two. regenerator gites comprised of two, prefabrié@tad
concrete buildings approxinataly g8¢x12' in size, located
on a 40'x40° site. The structures will be painted beige
and Dbrown toneg to blend with the surroundind
environment. The ground surface will be gravel coated.
A chain link fence will surround each site.

Use .
The cable will be puried to a minimum depth of 42"
adjacent to existing rraveled streets, roads, and a
minimum of 60" at agricultural fields. Once
constructed, the a face will be returned, as
nearly as possible, to pre—existing conditions.

Natural Resources ,
i. Yo. The construction activities will only temporarily
disturb soils as descriked in (A) above.

2. No. There will be an insignificant, tenporary lccal
increase in fozsil fuel use from ation of the
construction equipnent (2 bulldozers, 3 support vehicles,

and 1 rubber-tired ¢rencher) .

TwO diesel-fueled generators, One located at each
regenerator joccation, will operate jptermittently when
electriéal power is interrupted.

of Upset

The »+elecommunications cables will be powered by
electricity produced at the regenerator siteés. A backup
diesel generator js available when local pover is
jnterrupted.

7o prevent interference with the cable, the cable will be
aarked 12" belov the ground surface. in urban areas,
three plastic conduite with concrate encasement will be
placed in the trench to contain and protect the cable.
In rural areas, & pro;ggtive plowable conduit is placed
over the cable prior to placement in the trench.

A full-time safety jnspector will pe on site during the
construction activities. construction hours at specified
locations are 1isted in Item M4 below. All construction
activities will be gecured, including no open trenches,
at the end of each work day.

CALEKDAR
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The occurrence of fire at the regenerator sites is
remote. The buildings are congtructed of prefabricated
concrete, surrounded by a gravaled yard and chain link
fonce. Sprint staff will perform routine maintenance
inspections to the regenerator sites.

2. No. The cable will be buried underground and will avoid
all other underground utilities.

Population

3. X¥o. This project is being constructed in order to insure
continuation of existing service capacity in the event of
disruption to an existing cable. This route will not
create additional service area not already served.

Housing

1. The placement of the telecommunications cable will rot
affect existing housing or create a denand for newvw
housing. This route will not service additional
facilities, but will provide a backup system for
continuation of service between the Bay Area and Stockton
in the event of a cable disruption.

Transportation/Circulation

1. While the cable is being placed, copstruction~vah@cles
will be operating within the proposed route. This will
not cause a substantial interference with vehicular
movemeht.

The proposed construction will require equipment storage
yards. They will be leased by the constructicn
contractor at an improved, offsite lecation. In
addition, the river crossings will require a staging area
for the bore crossings in an area approximately 200' X
200' in size. This staging area will facilitate the
boring equipment which consists of a bore, pump, pipe
trailer, tank truck, and gurveying trailer.

Placement of the cable will be primarily on existing
publiic rights-of-way in the shoulder of the rocadway
parallel to the pavement or traveled portion at varying
distances froam the centarline.




No road closures will be required to construst this
project. Temporary lana closures may be necessary with
the following restrictions applying:

city of Walnut Creek No lane closures before 9:00

a.m. or after 4:00 p.n.

Ccity of Stockton ¥ain Street, 9:00 a.m. to 3:30
p.B. only;
West Lane,
Charter Way, *.
All Others, 8:00 a.m. to £:00
p.m., only.

Contra Costa Danville Blvd, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.2. only. i
olympic Blvd., 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.R. only. )
Byron Highway, Camino Diablo Rd.,
vasco Road, Highland Rd., Camino
Tassajara, Canyon Rd., and Pinehurst
Rd., 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. only.

Caitrans; Dist 4 1-680 crosing €S. Main St., Walnut
Creek, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. enly.

No waterborne or air traffic will be affected. The
propcsed cable route will cross under nine railroad
crossings using the bore method previously discussed in
the Project Description. There will be no interruption
of rail service. The following are the bore locations of

the railroesd crossings:

Union Pacific Oakland, Bush St. @3xrd st.

So. Pacific Contra Costa County, Holiday Rd.
@Byron Hwy.

Santa Fe, A.T., Stockton, Anderson St. @stockton St.

santa Fe, aA.T., Stockton, Aurora St near Anderson
st.

So. Pacific Stockton, Main St. near Aurora St.

Union Pacific Stockton, Main St. near Aurora St.

So. Pacific Stockton, Sierra Nevada st.
eWeberave.

Stockzon Terminal and Eastern
Stockton, Sierra Nevada st.
8Roosevelt St.

So. Pacific Stockton, West Lane near El Pinal
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Town

city
city

Town

Lane closures wiil be used as necessary, within the tinme
restrictions mentioned in #£4 above. Cable placement
affecting sections of bike lanes will be as follows:

of Moraga 1500 block to 2000 block, Canyon Road
1200 biock to 1500 block, Moraga Read

of Lafayeite 31900 block to 3200 block, Olympic Bivd.

of Walnut Craeck
1300 block to 1600 block, California

Blvd.

of Danville 1100 Dbiock to 1800 Dblock, Canrino
Tassajara Rd.

Contra Costa County

900 bleck %o 1900 klecck, Danville Blvd:

Public Services

1.

No new fire protection will be needsd. The above=groind
regenerator stations will be located within the Byron
Fire Protection District and the other regenerator
station will be located in an area which would be
dispatched by the Contrz Costa County Fire Warden.

The regenerator stations and the ¥ire naintengnge boxes
will be under the police protection of the Cofitra Costa
and San Joaquin County Sheriff Departrents.

No. This project involves the kurial of a fiber optic
telecomrunications cable and will not have an affect on
existing schools.

No. The cable route iz located within and adjacent to
existing traveled streets and roads with the exception of
borings under three rivers and various bridge attachments
crossing creeks. The cable will be placed in or under an
agricultural drainage ditch located batween 0ld River and
Trapper Road. The depth of cable placement (minimum of
42%) will not interfere with existing or future uses of
<the lands involved.

No. The cable will be buried at a minimum depth of 42"
below the ground surface, with the exception of bridge
attachments and borings. These construction metihods have
been previcusly discussed in the Project Description.
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En
1. No. Please refer to rasponse in Section I.

2. No. Plezse refar to response in Section .

vtilities

1. DNo. The two regenerator sites will reguire 100V pinizun

or 220v. maxipum to facilitate the signal relay stations.
The regenerator sitas have Dbeen jocated in areas
presently gerved BY electrical utilities.
No. ‘Thig project ix necessary to insure continuation of
service between the Bay Aroa and Stockton in the event of
a cable cut.

No. Water areas will be avoided by using the bore
me*hod of placement.

This project doas not propose naX will it affect sewer
facilities oOr septic tanks. All existing underground
utilities will be avolided.

No. All existing facilities jdentified under the
roadways will be avoided.

No. Soliad waste disposal will not pe necessary for this
project as j+ will not create nabitable structures,
public use facilities, or office space.

Human Health .
i. KRo. -Tiie fiber optic cable will be placed undergreund
within protecting will not create a health hazard.

2. No. The cable will Dbe puried within a protective
covering as described in Section J.

Aesthetics

i. No. The only above~-ground facilities to be constructed

are two regenerator sites approximately 40' x 40! which
will be constructed as previously pentioned in G(1)
abovea.

Recreation

1. No. The cable rxoute will not affect existing

recreaticnal opportunities as jt will be placed
underground within existing roadways and designated
private propaerty eagenents.
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T. Cultural Resources

1. A cultural resocurces records search at the Northwest
Inforzmation Center and Stanislaus State University was
conducted for a 1/2 mile radius around the cable route.
The record search indicated that no previous
archaeological survey had been conducted in the project
area and no previously recorded resources occur within
the project area.

Field surveys were conducted by staff of Dames and Moore
to deterrmine the presence of unrecorded cultural
resources. Systematic transects were conducted cver the
area of potential disturbance at each river crossing bore
location. No evidence of cultural resources greater than
40 years in age were identified at private property
easements and at river crossing bore locations.

If cultural resources are encountered on during
construction, all constructicn activity ia the vicinity
will be stopped. The applicant will have them recorded
in the field by a qualified archaeologist, and staff of
the State Lands Cemmission will be contacted

Mandatory Findings of Significance

i. No. The ground surface will be returned, as nearly as
possible, to pre-existing conditions. Fish will not be
affected, as the cable will be bored under river
crossinge or bridge attachmentz will be utilized. This
proposal will not eliminate a plant or animal community

Ka.
No.
The cable will be buried underground.
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TIBER OPTIC ROUTE IS
ALONG & MITHIN CITY,
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NARRATIVE
US SPRINT COMMUMICATIGNS COMPANY e
OAXLARD TO STOCKTON -

CRLIFCORNIA
UNDERGROUND FIBER OPTIC CABLE PROJECT

PURPOSE

The purpose of the following is to provide a narrative
degeription o6r the US Sprint underground fiber optic cable
project from Oakland to Stockton, California. This
description will include the following: mecthod of
construcricn, type of surface to be disturbed and Planned
location of cable beginning at the Oakland US Sprint POP
facility and culminating at the Stockton US Sprint TOC
facilicy.

NARRATIVE

1. City of Oakland 4]
Oakland POP~Brv-ih Street-14th Street-West Street-Apgar 3R
Street~-Lusk Street-42nd Straet-Mather Streaet~Pleasant
Valley Avenue-Piedmont Avenue-Ranmona Avenue

Right of way surface: City streets, asphalt with concrete
curd, intermittent concretca with
asphalt overlay

Oakland to Walnut Creek Portion :ff

This is a major urban areoa that includes a wide variety of
commercial and manufacturing facilicies. Currently, b
detailed fiber optic route aps are not available for this pee
portion of the proiect. Please note that a vicinity =map S
has been provided illustrating the route.

The trenching method will be employed in this area. The -
asphalt will be saw-cut in two locations approximately 12" g
apart. A backhoe will remove the asphalt and axcavate a '
trench approximately 12" in width an3 48" in depth. Three

Plastic conduits with a concrete encasement will be placed

in the trenc) to contain and protect ths cable. The

trench will 7hen be backfilled with the removed material,
compacted and an asphalt cap will then be installed. No

trencii will 1remain open overnight. Virtually, all

activity will be within the street portion of the city

right of way.

wf

Trafliic contrel procedures wiil be in accordance with cizy
requirements. Addicionally, US Sprint will conmply with
the State of Caiifornia, Manual of Traffic Controls for
Copstruction aud Maintenance Work Zones in all areas.
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