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ARCHASOLOGICAL SURVEY FERMIT - INFORMATION 'COLLECTION

APPLICAET:?
Mr. Bruce Watkins
582 Rumbolt ¥ay
Livermore, California 94550

AREA, TYPE. LAaND AND LOCATION:
Tide and submerged land in the Pacific Ocean approximately
three miles north of Point Sur, Monterey Courity, about a
half-mile offshore.

USB:

survey, identify, and map the wreck site of the S. S.
ventura, which struck two rocks, broke up, and sank on
April 20, 1875. No object recovery will be undertaken and
the survey activity will require only minimal or no
disturbance of the bottom surface.

TERMS OFP PROPOSED PERMIT:
Initjal period:
One (1) year beginning on the date of execution of the
permit by the State Lands Commission.

CONSIDRRATION:
The public benefit.

BASIS FOR CONSIDBRATION:
Pursuant to 2 Cal. Ccde Regs. 2003 (a) (4) (A)..

STATUTORY AND OTHER REPERENCES:
A. P.R.C.: Div. &6, Parts 1 and 2; Div. 13.

B. Cal. Code Regs.: Title 3, piv. 3; Title 14, Div. 6.

AB 884:
N/A
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OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

1.

The S. S. Ventura was a wooden-hulled steamship of

775 tons that was built for the Navy in 1866 and
commissioned as the USS Reseca. The ship was purchased
by Goodall Nelson and Perkins in 1873 and put into
service as a coast-wise steamer between San Francisco
and San Diego, with stops in Santa Barbara and San
Pedro.

She left San Francisco on the morning of April 20, 1875
with a hundred and thirty passendgers, baggage and
express, and four hundred tons of freiynt, destined for
Los Angeles. About five P.M., she ran into a fog bank
after passing New Year'’s Island and lowered sail and
reduced speed, but proceeded on her passage. About
eight o‘clcck, a crewnan reported a light through the
fog, which was thought to be a sister ship on her
passage northward. Shortly thereafter, she cleared the
fog and the loockout shouted "breakers" just before she
struck the rocks.

She was close enough to allow a rope to be run to the
beach and all the passengers were successfully
transferred to shora. They were picked up the next day

by the Santa Cruz and taken to Monterey. The ships
hull, which was badly damaged by the rocks and surf,
was stripped clean by salvagers and what remained was
left to break up in the sea.

Applicant has located the site of the wreck and has
mads a number of dives to identify a boiler, propeller
shaft, and various other large pieces of machinery.
Based on his research, he believes it to be from the
Ventura. Applicant proposes to survey and map the site
identifying visible artifacts and photographing themn.
No disturbance of the site is planned and no artifacts
will be disturbed or removed from the site.

Sames Allan, marine archaeologist witn the Institute
for Western Maritime Archaeology at the University of
california at Berkeley, will act as -advisor on the
project. Applicant has provided a satisfactory survey
plan and will continue to make survey dives and do
research pending the issuance of the permit.
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THAT THE COMMISSTION:

AUTHORIZE ISsSuancEg OF A 0NE~YEAR\ARCHAEOLOGICAL
PERMIT - INFORMATION COLLECTION,
FERMIT 1s EXECUTED By THE STATE
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OF THE s. S.
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