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EXIIIBIT G

CALIFORNIA STATE LANDS COMMISSION |
MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PLAN -
- FOR THE

: TRANSWESTERN INTERCONNECT PIPELINE INITIAL STUDY

INTRODUCTION

This document contains the Mitigation Monitoring Plan (the Plan) for the Transwestern to
Topock Interconnect Natural Gas Pipeline Project, a 12,500-foot connecting pipeline and
associated facilities on the California/Arizona border east of Needles, California,

Recently adopted California statutory legislation (AB3180, CORTESE) requires public
agencies to adopt monitoring programs to ensure that mitigation measures contained in an
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration, are effectively implemented. This-document ‘
will be designed to ensure that mitigation measures contained in the Transvsestern to Topock
Interconnect Pipeline Project Initial Study are properly fhonitored and implemented.

This plan consists of a narrative text and attachments, and will serve as a part of the
California State Lands Commission’s Mitigation Monitoring Program for this project.

IMPLEMENTATION
Responsibilities
The Transwestern Pipeline Company (Transwestern), its representative, or successors-in-

interest,.remain responsible for full implementation of all mitigation measures adopted from
the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration.

The California State Lands Commission (SLC) shall be responsible for administering and
assuring full compliance with the provisions of this Plan. The SLC may delegate monitoring
activities to other agencies, consultants, or contractors. The SLC will also ensure tha:
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monitoring reports are received complete, in a timely manner, and that violations are
promptly corrected.

Reporting

Verification of Compliance and Non-Compliance Reports shall be prepared by the project
monitors using SLC approved forms. A copy of each report will be mailed to Transwestern
or its designated representative, as well as to ail interested federal, state, and local agencjes.
Progress toward completion of the required mitigation program, or violations thereof, shall
be reported at intervals prescribed by the SLC to Transwestern and interested agencies.

COMPLIANCE

It is recommended that an SLC or SLC designated site'monitors be present at the site on
a continuous basis throughout the construction and restoration phases of the project to
ensure continuous compliance. Verification of monitoring-in-progress and verification of
completed mitigations will be undertaken on a construction basis (installed increments) and
shall be reviewed by the SI'C. The SLC shall notify the applicants in writing of successful
completion of 2 mitigation measure within five working days of receipt of a réport verifying
completion.

VIOLATIONS

If a report idéntifies a violation of the mitigation program, the SL.C, within one working day
of receipt, shall:

notify the applicant(s), or its designated. representative(s) by telephone and
order immediate compliance;

prepare a written notification to the applicant{s), or its .designated
representative(s) of the violation ordering compliance; and

identify the need for a follow-up field inspection.

If compliance is not achieved, work should be stpped until compliance is achieved and
notification is given by the SLC that work may commence.




If a dispute arises concerning the implementation or success of a mitigation; the dispute may
be referred for legal action. In such a case, work on the project will be stopped until the
dispute is resolved.

FEES

All costs for the administration and implementation of the Plan shall be paid by the
applicant(s).

ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES ‘

A determination of non-implementation or non-compliance will result in ‘immediate
L notification by the SLC to the applicant(s) as described above. If possible, the SLC or SLC
‘ designated monitors will order and achieve immediate compliance. If the project is not
brought into immediate compliance, a stop-work-order may be prepared. The period of
time the stop-work-order will be enforced will be the time required to assure compliance has
: veen achieved. Work on the project may not be resumed until compliance ié achieved.
“ Violations of an approved mitigati‘n measure which are not discovered until after
construction has been completed wil’ result in cne or more of the following actions:

° written notificatior, and demand by the SLC for correction;

° issnance of an infraction citation;

° filing for legal action;

® forfeiture of any bond trust-account, or-other financial assurance,.and/or

action to recover funds assured under a line of credit.




MITIGATION MONITORING PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
FOR THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

An abridged version of each mitigation measuré included in the Initial Study will be listed
in the Monitoring Plan in sequential order as they occur in the Initial Study. In addition, the
full text of the mitigation measure from the Initial Study will.also be included (or reference.
For each mitigation measure, the program table includes specific infoimation as tc when the
measuie:is to berapplied and specifies who will be responsible for monitoring the particular
mitigation measure. Certain plans or reports require preparation by qualified individuals,
and these are specified as needed. Ifx;ot»,gﬁpa):cnt in the wording of the mitigation measure,
the criteria to be utilized to determine whether the measure has been implemented
satisfactorily is provided. Satisfactory completion of a mitigation measure or weekly
compliance with the mitigation measure is indicated by a signature and a date in the
appropriate spread column.

The procedures for monitoring certain activitius are discussed below:

The . program is designed to oversee the monitoring operations of the pipeline pr jject. This
will be accomplished by a three-part system of in-field observation of all construc*’on
activitiés, tracking of all. aperwork.filed by the pipeline company, and post-construction
compliance monitoring.

This document presents a compilation of the mitigation measures required within the State
of California for all’ appropriate resource categories. The preparation of this booklet of
mitigatiosn measures-forms the basis for the monitoring efforts of all concerned parties.

A.  The in-field monitoring program shali consist of teams of monitors who will track the
field efforts of the pipeline environmental monitors. These teams will vary in
composition dependant upon field conditions. In general, a menitor will be present
durihg construction and will be responsible for observing thie construction activities
in conjunction with the company monitors. His or her job will be to assure quality
control of the company environmental monitors rather than directly participating in
the monitoring activities. Tasks will include the following:
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Following all activities associated with construction to determine that all
mitigation measures are adhered to.

Observing and assisting the company environmental monitor in the completion
of tasks. This would include assuring that proper procedures are used during;
the construction’phase.

Provide written documentaticn on theé activities carried out during the field
observations as to the techniques used, the success of the techniques and
possible solutions to any difficulties identified in the field.

The in-field monitors will a¢complish this work by having copies f all construction
diagrams for the ccnstruction areas they are assigned to. These construction
diagrams should specifically outline the mitigation measures which must be employed.
They should provide information on plant and animal species expected to be found
in the area, the cultural resources identified within both the construction ROW and
a buffer zone adjacent to the ROW and any general guidelines for construction
mitigations and rehabilitation procedures. In addition to these construction drawings,
‘they should also have a complete package of all mitigation measures which must be
enforced. These gaidelines should adequately address all of the procédures which
must be followed during both construction and revegetation and rehabilitation.

In most instances, tae in-field monitor should be a generalist who will have some
knowledge in the fields of soils, biology, geology and cuitural resources. Certain
portions of the construction may require a more specialized monitor. Under these

conditions, a specific monitor may be sent to an area. This would occur when.

sensitive plant or animal species ave present, particularly sensitive cultural resources
are encountered or other sensitive activities are occurring. These areas will be
identified prior to initiating field work so that scheduling can be accomplished.

In-field monitors should serve primarily in an observational capacity; however, certain
conditions may warrant a more active role. If an in-field monitor observes a
infraction of the mitigation procedures, that monitor should discuss the infraction with
the company cnvironmental monitor. If no response is given, the in-field monitor
should immediately contact the company On-Site Environmental Coordinator (OEC).
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In-field monitors will report to SLC’s Monitoring Program Supervisor (MPS) as well
as other State and Federal agencies within California who wish to participate in the
program. They will provide weekly summaries of the activities accomplished during
construction monitoring. They will identify any probiems, report offenses-and will
keep apprised of the progress of the spread so that scheduling for the specialists can
be updated.

The Monitoring Program Supervisor (MPS) will be the main point of contact between
the SLC in-field monitors, any other State or Federal agency environmental
compliance supervisors, and the, pipeline company’s Field Environmental Supervisor
(FES). The main responsibility of the MPS will be to supervise the work of the in-
field monitors and to track the compliance procedures as outlined in the FER(} and
SLC certificates, and the BLM right-of-way grant. They will be responsible for
scheduling and assigning monitors, determining when and where specialist monitors
will be required and tracking all of the paperwork filed both by the SLC monitors as
well as the weekly paperwork and the monthly summaries filed by the company FES.

The MPS will prepare monthly reports which will be submitted to the SLC and other
interested agencies and copies of the report to each company FES. These reports
will provide information on the areas under construction, the timing of construction,
the amount of time spent from initial blading to final restoration and any problems
encountered. Detailed reports on wildlife and plants encountered, cultural resources
encountered and other mitigation measures required will be presented. “These data
will be compared to the original documentation presented on the construction
speciﬁcation'd:awings. This information coupled with incident reports on areas
where the mitigation plan was not followed will be provided. The circumstances of
the discrepancies will also be-included, e.g., the mmgatxon plan was not adequate %o
meet the needs of a specific situation, mitigation measures were inadvertently
violated, or measures were intentionally violated. If the mitigation measures were not
adequate to meet the needs of certain situations, strategies to resolve the prcblem
will be discussed. This should include discussions with in-field personnel, discussions
with the company FEC and OEMs, and possibly discussion with experts in the
particular discipline. When solutions are found, memos should be sent to all
company FES to alert them to thé: problems and the proposed solutions.
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) C.  The final phase of the SLC monitoring program will involve conducting post- @
o construction inspections. This will be accomplished by examination of the company
B provided records, examination of state and federal land managing agency records, and
direct in-field observations. In-field observations will be acc‘omplished\ by either on-
ground inspection and/or helicopter inspection. The goals of the program will be to
determine if the mitigation measures.and the restoration plans as implemented by the
pipeline company has been successful. This will be accomplished at the end of the
fifth year of operation to assess-the approximate acreage for which revegetatior has
been successful and to assess the relative success of keeping vehicle traffic off the
ROW and other mitigations applicable to the post-construction period.

' Final field forms will be specific 1o construction locations, rather than containing information
on the entire pipeline. This will allow for space for a signature, date of approval and a
) space for notes and comments ¢oncerning the monitoring program during fieldwork.

Assumptions for mitigation monitoring within the State of California consist of the following:

o ?H ® Biological and cultural resources will be the most important aspect of the
California monitoring compliance, program. @

) A biologist and an archaeologist will be in the field during construction to
assure that compliance with all mitigation measures are adhered to.

) Estimated field times for each spread is based on construction progress of

approximately one per day, from the start of clearing and grading through
replacement of topsoil and initiation of reclamation.

o An archaeologist will only be necessary on a fill-time basis for the clearing,
grading and ditching operations. Following the ditching phase, the
archaeologist will spot check areas with known sites to assure that fio
disturbances to the cultural nroperties Lias occurred.
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