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CERTIFICATION OF FINAL EIR FOR PROFOSED GEOTHERMAL DEVELOPMENT
FOR CERTAIN STATE LANDS WITHIN THE GEYSERS AREA, LAKE,
MENDOCINO AND SONOMA COUNTIES

L

AREA, TYPE OF LAND, AND LOCATION:
Approximately 6,230 acres of reserved mineral interests and
fee land primarily in the northwestern portion of the
Geysers Geothermal Steam Field, Lake, Mendocino and Sonoma
counties (Exhibit #"aw).

USE:

The State has reserved mineral rights in excess of 15,000
acres within the Geysers Geothermal Steam Field Area, which
includes portions of Lake, Mendocino and Sonoma counties.
The State has currently 5970 acres under gecthermal leases in
the-Geysers area. The reserved mineral interest lands (and
in certain cases fee parcels) are a portion of the "school
lands" which the State received as a grant from the Federal
Government in 1853 to support public schools. Revenue
received from the use of school lands is for the kenefit of
the State Teachers Retirement System (STRS). Further
leasing must occur if idle parcels are to be brought into
production. However, California law (CEQA, Section 21100
et. serg. P.R.C.,) recuires that the Commission shall have
considered the enviconmental impacts which could result from
leasing of lands for geothermal exploration and development.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:

As Lead Agency, the Commission, acting through its staff,
determined that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was required
for the proposed leasing program and subsequent development
activities. The EIR was prepared using the tiering concept of a
Master EIR, with post-leasing activities to be subject to
supplemental environmental studies as required by CEQA.

A draft EIR (SCH 90030208) was prepared by the consulting firm of
Chambers Group, Inc. and copies were circulated for review and
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comment to Responsible and Trustee agencies, and the public. As
part of this public review process, the Commission’s staff held a
public hearing on December 4, 1991 in Lakeport, for the sole
purpose of receiving comments on the draft EIR. This meeting was
attended by local government representatives, the Sierra Club and
members of the public. A finalizing addendum, responding to all
comments received on the draft EIR, was prepared and constitutes,
in conjunction with the draft, the Final EIR for geothermal
leasing of certain lands within The Geysers Geothermal Steam
Field Area. The Final EIR was mailed to all the individuals,
groups and government agencies that received and commented on the
draft EIR.

The leasing action, in and of itself, will not result in any
direct impact on the environment. Subsemment geothermal
development will have impact on the environment and the EIR is an
analysis of the potential impacts. Because no specific
development has been propused the impact analysis represents
reasonable yorst-case estimates of probable effects without being
specific to a project site. Such future site specific projects
will be subject to subsequent environmental impact analyses and
reports; it should be noted that the Commission may not be the
Lead Agericy for the subsequent exploration and development
projects.

The major areas analyzed include systems safety, land use,
geoloygy and physiography, surface water and ground water
hydrology, biolegical resources, cultural resources,
transportation, air quality, acoustical environment,
socioeconomic and public services and aesthetics. A summary of
the specific and cumulative impacts and proposed mitigation for
each resource category is described in Exhibit "g", Because the
EIR concludes that the '"no project" is the environmentally
superior alternative, the document alsc contains an
environmentally superior alternative (elimination of the Cobb
Mountain area from leasing) from the other alternatives in
compliance with the CEQA Guidelines.

The inclusion of the environmentally superior alternative should
not be interpreted to mean that it is preferred by any agency,
including the Commission, the consultant or individual. It is
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included in order to conform to the CEQA Guidelines.
Section 15121 of the Guidelines states in part:

" (b) While the information in the EIR does not control the
agency’s ultimate Aiscretion or the project, the agency must
respond to each significant effect identified in the EIR by
making findings under Section 15091 and if necessary by
making a statement of overriding consideration under

Section 15093."

EXHIBITS:
A. Location Map.
B. Summary of Impacts.

IS RECCMMENDED THAT TEE COMMISSION:

DETERMINE THAT A FINAL EIR FOR PROPOSED GEOTHERMAL
DEVELOPMENT FOR CERTAIN STATE LANDS WITHIN THE GEYSERS AREA
LAKE, MENDOCINO AND SONOMA COUNTIES HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR
PROPOSED ACTION BY THE COMMISSION, FOLLOWING EVALUATION OF
COMMENTS AND CONSULTATION WITH PUBLIC AGENCIES HAVING
JURISDICTION BY LAW, INCLUDING ALL RESPONSIBLE AND TRUSTEE
AGENCIES.

DETERMINE THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED
THE FINAL EIR, SCH. NO. 90020208.

CERTIFY THAT A FINAL EIR, SCH. NO. 90030208, HAS BEEN
COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CEQA, THE STATE’S EIR
GUIDELINES AND THE COMMISSION’S ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS.
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