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APPROVE EXTENSION OF A PROSPECTING PERMIT

FOR VALUABLE MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS

GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES, SAND AND GRAVEL ON

1,760 ACRES OF STATE PROPRIETARY LANDS,
SIERRA COUNTY :

APPLICANT:
Tenneco Minerals Company - California
P. O. Box 281300
12136 W. Bayaud Avenue
Lakewood, Colorado 80228

AGENT:
Mr. Robert L. Brock
Tenneco Minerals Company - California
P. 0. Box 281300
12136 W. Bayaud Avenue
Lakewood, Colorado 80228

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATION:
State Department of Fish and Game (DFG) lands situated
within the Antelope Valley Wildlife Management Area (WMA) of
eastern Sierra County, about five miles southwest of
Loyalton, California, and further described as Parcel "A"
containing approximately 80 acres and Parcel "B" containing
approximately 1,680 acres for a total of 1,760 acres.

LAND USE: ‘ :
These are proprietary lands administered by DFG. They are
used for natural wildlife habitat consisting of transition

- range for migrating herds of mule deer. The lands are also
used for recreational activity consisting of deer hunting in
the late summer and early autumn every year.
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CONSIDERATION:

Statutory filing fee of $25 has been paid. Staff costs for
permit extension processing will be charged to R03689.

PROPOSED PROJECT:

Permittee has requested a one-year extension of the existing
mineral prospecting permit. The authorization would extend
an approved project. Tenneco is proposing to complete the
remainder of permitted activities during the extension
period. The term of the proposed extension would be from
June 19, 1992 until June 18, 1993. Tenneco calls this
permit the Golden Dome Project.

Mineral prospecting activities allowable under the permit
include a drilling program that consists of a maximum of

52 exploratory holes at 13 sites (4 at each location) on
lands designated Parcel "A" in portions of Sections 22 and
27 of T21N, R15E, MDM. Parcel "A" is situated about a half
mile north of Antelope Mine owned by Tenneco. In 1990,
Tenneco drilled 41 exploratory holes in Parcel waw,
Environmentally sensitive, track mounted drilling equipment
was utilized. Additional road construction and drill site
Preparation were not required. Drill holes were properly
abandoned and sites returned to original condition. Drill
cuttings were removed from each site and stored on private
land at the Antelope Mine. Tenneco may drill the remaining
11 exploratory holes on Parcel "aA" during the extension
period. Similar drilling equipment would have to be
utilized during the extension under the same stipulations in
the permit. Access to the project area of Parcel "AY will
be from an existing dirt road. Surface disturbance for all
13 drill sites is estimated to be approximately two-tenths
(0.2). of an acre. . : . '

The permit also allows for a geological reconnaissance to be
conducted on lands designated Parcel "B" in portions of
Sections 22, 27, 28, 33, 34 and 35 of T21N, R15E, MDM.
Activities on Parcel "B" include geologic mapping,
geophysical surveys utilizing handheld equipment and surface
sampling by hand. Sampling methods allowed under the permit
consist of gathering 300 five-pound rock chip samples, .
1,500 four-pound soil, and 100 one-pound samples from stream
sediments. These will be gathered by hand, and the holes
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CALENDAR ITEM NO.‘: 6 3 (CONT’D)

will be filled in immediately thereafter. Activities will
be performed by a geologist walking through the permitted
area. During the primary term of the permit, 124 rock chip
samples and 66 soil samples were taken by Tenneco. No
stream sediment samples were taken. Therefore, the
Permittee will be allowed to take 176 rock chip

samples, 1,434 soil samples, and 100 stream sediment samples
during the extension period.

Prospecting must be conducted during the time when there
will be no impact to recreational deer hunting activity or
to the deer resource dependent on the WMA. No prospecting
shall be conducted during archery season (8/15/92 - 9/6/92)
and during rifle season (9/19/92 - 10/4/92). In addition,
no exploration or reclamation activities shall take place
after the first of October until the middle of May 1993.

PRC 7417 was approved by the Commission and became effective
on June 19, 1990. The primary term of the permit was two
years which expired June 18, 1992.

An archaeological survey of the drilled area revealed no
significant cultural resources. A biological survey of the
same area revealed no significant plant or animal
communities occurring within the project area. A biological
report conducted during August 1987 in Antelope Valley notes
that one special status plant species, Ivesia erta, was
found at scattered sites within and adjacent to the project.
However, the report’s status survey of the plant states that
the species does not appear to be threatened with
endangerment or extinction in the area of the project.

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION: _
Pursuant to the Commission’s delegation of authority and the
State CEQA Guidelines, Negative Declaration EIR ND 420 (SCH
#87052507) was prepared and circulated for the project.
Based upon this document, there was no substantial evidence
that the project will have a significant effect on the
environment. When the Commission approved the Golden Dome
Project, it also certified that EIR ND 420 was prepared
pursuant to CEQA and that the Commission had reviewed and
considered the information contained therein prior to its
adoption.
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TERMS OF ORIGINAL PERMIT:

Royalty payable under the permit shall be 20 percent of the
"minerals secured from the permit area and sold or otherwise
disposed of or held for sale or other disposition. Royalty
payable under any preferential lease that may be issued
shall not be less than ten percent of the gross value of all
mineral production from the leased lands, less any charges
approved by the Commission made or incurred with respect to
transporting or processing the State’s royalty share of
production or the equivalent Net Smelter Return (NSR). The
determination of the royalty and charges shall be at the
discretion of the Commission and set forth in the lease.

P.R.C. 6890.5 provides that the Commission when entering
into a lease for the extraction of commercially valuable
minerals from lands owned by another State agency may
provide that the State agency receive land as payment for
royalty due under the lease. Upon lease issuance and
accrual of mineral royalties, DFG could acquire the 720-acre
Overman Ranch currently optioned by Tenneco which is
adjacent to the Antelope Valley WMA and believed by DFG to
possess habitat equal to or greater than that of the
Antelope Valley WMA. Upon acqguisition of the Overman Ranch
or additional lands or in-kind payments and at the end of
each fiscal year, a sum equal to 50 percent of the revenue
received by the State for this lease shall be available for
appropriation by the Legislature for the support of and .
apportionment and transfer by the Controller to the DFG.

STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCES:
A. P.R.C.: Div. 6, Section 6890, 6891.

B. cCal. Code Regs.: Title 2, Section 2200.

AB 884:
N/A

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

1. Pursuant to P.R.C. Section 6895, upon establishing to
the satisfaction of the Commission that commercially
‘valuable deposits of minerals have been discovered
within the 80-acre portion (Parcel "A") of the permit
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area in which drilling occurs, the Applicant would have
a preferential right for a lease to that 80-acre
portion. The remaining 1,680 acres in which only
geologic mapping and sampling would occur is not
subject to a preferential lease. The right to a
preferential lease will be subject to all necessary
environmental approvals. The issuance of the permit
will not affect the discretion of the Commission to
deny such lease because of environmental
considerations.

If an 80-acre preferential lease is issued, Tenneco
would deed to the DFG an 80-acre parcel to be selected
by the Department within the Overman Ranch, as
consideration for the right to its lands. Such
consideration is in addition to subsequent royalty
payments in the form of land.

The permit provides for a Monitoring/Reporting Program.
Periodic site inspections shall be performed to assure
compliance with mitigation measures. Two site
inspections of the project area have been conducted by
staff thus far. Both were in connection with
exploration drilling activity. The first inspection
was on July 10 and 11, 1990. A monitoring report was
prepared and placed in the permit file (PRC 7417), as
required by the Monitoring Program. The inspection
report concluded that Tenneco is performing exploratory
work on State lands in an env1ronmenta11y responsible
fashion and in full compliance with the terms and
conditions of the permit. Another site inspection was
conducted on September 12, 1991. A monitoring report
was prepared and placed in the permit file (PRC 7417).
The report concluded that the Permittee carried out
exploration activity on State lands in a responsible
manner and in full compliance with the permit. Further
inspections of the project area will be conducted to
inspect exploration activity during the extension
period and at the end of the extension to release the
performance bond in the amount of $15,000 prov1ded for
by the permit. In addition, the permit requires
Tenneco to submit quarterly reports of operations.
These have been submitted and are up to date.
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4. After reviewing Tenneco’s permit extension request,
staff believes there are no circumstances surrounding
the project nor changes in the environment to indicate
that the proposed activity will have a significant
effect. ’ '

APPROVALS OBTAINED: . :
The DFG, as the administrator of the Antelope Valley
Wildlife Management Area, has approved the work to be
performed under the provisions of the permit and the
specified conditions required to ensure that the work shall
be performed in a manner which is consistent with the
purposes for which the land is owned and which will not
cause a net loss of wildlife habitat value.

EXHIBITS: .
A. Land Description
B. Location Map
C. Project Map
D. Negative Declaration

IT Is RECOMMENDED THAT.THE COMMISSION:

1. FIND THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION EIR ND 420 (SCH #87052507) i
WAS ADOPTED FOR THE PROJECT BY THE COMMISSION ON JUNE 19,
1990 PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF CEQA, THAT A
DETERMINATION WAS MADE THAT THE PROJECT WOULD NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND THAT THE
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT AND DETERMINATION REMAIN VALID FOR
THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY.

2. PURSUANT TO P.R.C. SECTION 6891, AUTHORIZE EXTENSION OF

B MINERAL PROSPECTING PERMIT PRC 7417 THROUGH JUNE 18, 1993 TO
TENNECO MINERALS COMPANY - CALIFORNIA, TO CONTINUE
PROSPECTING FOR VALUABLE MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS,
GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES, SAND AND GRAVEL. ALL OTHER TERMS AND
CONDITIONS OF THE PERMIT REMAIN UNCHANGED AND IN FULL FORCE
AND EFFECT.
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MINUTE PAGE




EXHIBIT "A"
o : PRC 74170
LAND DESCRIPTION

Six Parcels of land in Sierra County, California, described as follows:
PARCEL 1]
SE-1/4 of SW-1/4 and SW-1/4 of SW-1/4 of Section 22, T21N, R15E, MDM.

PARCE! -

NE-1/4 of NW-1/4, E-1/2, E-1/2 of SW-1/4, SW-1/4 of SW-1/4, and NW-1/4 of NW-1/4
of Section 27, T21N, R15E, MDM.

PARCEL 3

NE-1/4 of NW-1/4, SW-1/4 of NE-1/4, NW-1/4 of SE- 1/4 SE 1/4 of SW-1/4, and S-1/2 of
SE-1/4 of Section 28, T21IN, R15E, MDM.

PARCEL 4 _
N-1/2 of NE-1/4 and NE-1/4 of NW-1/4 of Section 33, T2IN, R15E, MDM.

PARCEL 5

SW-1/4, S-1/2 of N-1/2,NE-1/4 of NE-1/4, NW-1/4 of NW-1/4, and W-1/2 of SE-1/4 of
Section 34, T21N, R15E, MDM.

PARCEL 6
W-1/2 of Section 35, T2IN, R15E, MDM.

END OF DESCRIPTION

PREPARED MAY 4, 1989 BY SAS.
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STATE LANDS COMMISSION

1807 13THSTREET
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
(P.R.C, 21108)

Date: Juro 14, 1777 File Ref.: . 1 0.~
EIR No.: ' =0
SCH No.: .
Project Title: !Mineral Prospecting Pernit

Project Location: SWi Qf Siik, Section 22 and the N: of N, Section 07, T.C
“.D.M., approxinately 3 miles southwasteriv o

Project Description:

Frospe_ct'mq for precious metals and other valuable mincrals by griflire 52 sotas U0 oen
from 12 4rill sites) with un to two track mounted reverse circulasior drit® rina T

Thothe haleg daily. nn'v‘nx'n'.;‘."-.\' 10 pounds of rateriat wi™? e gavar fyms oo
vi® for offosite assav
This 1is to advise that on June 11 » 1997 | the STATE LANDS COMMISSION has

approved the above described project. Such approval was based upon the determination that
the project / /will gwill not have a significant effect on the environment; and
that: pe

[_7an Environmental Impact Report(EIR) was prepared and certified pursuant to the provisiou.’
of the California Environmental Quality Act(CEQA); and that:
l. mitigation measures [ /were / /were mot wade a condition of the approval of
the project;
2, findings were made pursuant to P.R.C. 21081 and C, C.R. 15091; and
3. a statement of Overriding Considerations Uwu Uvas not adopted for the
project.

/_;73 Negative Declafation(ND) was prepared for the project pursuant to the provisions of
CEQA.

The EIR/ND and the record of project approval may be examined at the above shown State
Lands Commission office.

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING AND POSTING
BY OFFICE OF PLANNING & RESEARCH ]

JEEEEE

4

i
. /
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_.j CHARLES WARREN, Executive Officer « .

S _ : A -

c.c. Planning Director ) ‘ T - .
- County/City of IS ‘ CALENDAR FA% ,
. MINUTE PAGE . xS

DISTRIBUTION: White: Office of Planning & Research; Yellow: Wo
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i STATE LANDS COMMISSION
L1827 12TH STREST
SACRAMENTO. CALIFORNIA 95814

PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

EIR ND 427
‘File Ref.: W 40525
. | Scu#': 8705 2507

Project Title} Mineral Prospecting Permit - Antelope Valley Area

Project Proponent: Hecla Mining €6mﬁany

Project Location: SWi of SWj, Section 22, NWi of NWk, Section 27, T.21 M., R.15 E.,
M.D.M., approximately 3 miles southwesterly of Loyal ton, Sierra
County. .
--—Project Description: Prospecting for precious metals and other valuable minerals by
: drilling 13 holes, 4-1/8 inches in diameter to a maximum depth
\ of 200 feet with a track mounted reverse air circulation rig.
Approximately s cubic foot of drill cuttings will be retained
at five foot intervals for off-site assaying. Drill holes will
be properly abandoned. Drill sites will be scarified and seeded.

Contact Person: TED T. FUKUSHIMA Telephone: (916)322-7813

This document 1is prepared pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Qualit
Act (Section 21000 et 3eq., Public .Resources Code), the State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15000
et seq., Title 14, California Administrative Code), and the State Lands Commission regulation:
(Section 2901 et seq., Title 2, California Administrative Code). ’

Based upon the attached Initial Study, it has been found that:
1:7 the project will not have a siznificant effect on the environment.

/¢, mitijation measures included in the projeczt will avois dotentially sicnifican:-effeces,
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REVISED PROJECT AND PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

In September 1987, a Proposed Negative Declaration (SCH No.
87052507), attached hereto, was proposed and circulated for a
proposal by Hecla Mining Company to conduct mineral exploration
activities in the Antelope Valley Wildlife Area of Sierra County
which is owned and administered by the California Department of
‘Fish and Game. Tennaco Minerals has acquired .Hecla's interest in
the project area and has filed a revised mineral prospecting
proposal with the State Lands Commission. The revised project
includes thirteen (13) drill sites in the same relative location
as those proposed in the Hecla application (see Exhibit C of the
Hecla Proposed Negative Declaration). The proposed drill sites may
vary up to 200 feet from the original locations to account for
environmental or locational constraints. :

The revised project differs from the former primarily in that
Tennaco proposes to drill four exploratory holes at various angles
within each drill site instead of only one. This modification is
designed to maximize the amount of geologic information obtained
while minimizing the amount and number of surface disturbance, a
total of .02 acre for all sites combined. The anticipated volume
of material excavated for all 52 holes is approximately 50 cubic
yards. Approximately 10 pounds of material for off-site assay will
be saved from each five (5) foot interval.

Tennaco will use up to two track mounted reverse circulation
drill rigs to drill up to two holes daily. Two pickup trucks per
drill rig will carry a three man crew and a geologist to and from
the project sites. : :

As a result of information and comments received relative to
the originally proposed Negative Declaration, the measures listed
-in Exhibit 3, attached, are incorporated within the Tennaco
proposal. : '

] gt o

Upon completion of drilling, all holes will be properly
abandoned in accordance with California Department of Water
Resources Water Well Standards by use of impervious bentonite clay
to protect any aquifers. - The top five feet of each hole will be
filled with drill cuttings to blend with existing soils. Unused
drill cuttings will be removed frow the project area. .

Upon completion of drilling, all drill sites and tracks will
be scarified and seeded with U.S. Forest Service prescribed seed
mix or as prescribed by Fish and Game.

caLenoaR PAGE e 2D
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Geologic/Gecophysical Activities

Tennaco also proposes to conduct geologic mapping and sampling
on an additional 1,680 acres of the wildlife area. Geologic
wapping would be performed by a geologist on foot walking the
permit area recording rock types and other geologic features.
Geochemical surveying would consist of rock chip sampling, soil
and stream sediment sampling. Rock chip sampling would involve
removal of approximately 300, five pound rock chip samples taken
with a hand-held geoclogist's hammer. Soil sampling would involve
digging an eight-inch hole with a small hand-held trowel, removing
a four-pound sample and immediately backfilling the hole.
Approximately 1,500 soil samples would be taken at 100 to 500 foot
intervals. Stream sediment samples would consist of removing a
one-pound sample from the surface of drainage beds with a small
hand-held trowvel. Approximately 100 stream sediment samples would
be removed at 200 to 1000 foot intervals. All rock chip, scil and
stream sediment samples will be removed for off-site assay.

Geophysical surveying would include very low fregquency
(VLF) /total field magnetics, and induced polarization (IP)/
resistivity surveys. VLF and total field magentics are performed
by a geologist walking the permit area, recording measurements with
a hand-held instrument. This information is wuseful in
understanding local rock types and other geologic features. The
IP/Resistivity survey is performed by inducing a small electrical
current into a conduit electrode pushed into the ground and
recording measurements on detection devices placed at various
locations on the ground. Upon completion of the survey, all
electrode and detection devices are removed. An IP/resistivity
survey is useful in determining rock type characteristics and
mineralization. :

Monitoring/Reporting Program

In conformance with the requirements of Public Resources Code
Section 21081.6, the State Lands Commission's staff shall perform
periodic inspections to assure compliance with the proposed
mitigation measures. '

There shall be a minimum of two inspections per year. A
monitoring report shall be prepared and placed in the file after
each inspectioen. -

In addition, the permit requires the Permittee to submit a
quarterly report of operations detailing the amount and extent of
work performed each three months.

2 —
caLenparpPage_loRlo

MINUTE PAGE 3 Z.(6"1

— |




In consideration of the above discussion and the information
contained in the attached material which consists of the comments
on the 1987 Proposed Negative Declaration and responses thereto
and the previous Proposed Negative Declaration (SCH. NO. 87052507),
the staff of the Commission believes that there is no substantial
evidence that the project, as revised, will have a significant

effect on the environment. ,

(041890)
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EXHIBIT 1 \
ANTELOPE VALLEY & SIERRAVILLE . N
[ ~e. -
16° USGS QUADRANGLES \‘XS,\ .
N 0 0.5 1 MILE

@ Fish 8 Game Land - 80 Acre Drilling
; . D Fish & Game
/] Federal

Area
Land - 1680 Acre MapplnclSllino Area

and Private Lands Controlled by Tenneco Minerals
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EXHIBIT 2 File Ref.: W 40526

SCHe 87052507

Legal Description of lands applied for in Prospecting Permit
for mapping, sampling, and geophysics.

All in T 21 N, R 15 E, MDM

Sierra County,

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

22:
27

28:
33:
34:

35:

California
SE-1/4, Sw-1/4

NE-1/4 NW-1/4, W-1/2, E-1/2 Sw-1/4,
Sw-1/4 sw-1/4.

.

NE-1/4 NW-1/4, SW-1/4 NE-1/4,'
Nw-1/4 SE-1/4, SE-1/4 Sw-1/4,
S-1/2 SE-1/4.

N-1/2 NE-1/4, NE-1/4 Nw-1/4

SW-1/4, S-1/2 N-1/2, NE-1/4 NE-1/4
Nw-1/4 NW-1/4, W-1/2 SE-1/4.

W-1/2

Containing 1680 acres more or less.
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File Ref.: W 40526
SCH¢ 87052507

MITIGATION MEASURES ,

Proposed for Incorporation into the Project Description

l. Access to the thirteen drillsites shall be confined to
existing dirt roads and trails to the maximum extent
feasible. Off road travel is to be restrained to the
minimum required. No new road construction is permitted.

2. To minimize the production of fugitive dust, all vehicle
speed shall not exceed 20 mph.

3. Permittee shall perform all activities so as toc minimize
impact on vegetation. No trees may be removed.

4. Upon completion of prospecting activities, all eguipment
and refuse will be promptly removed from the site.

5. All drill pads or areas disturbed by drilling activities
shall be scarified and seeded by hand-broadcasting. The
seed mixture type may be either that provided by the U.S.
Forest Service for use in the area or be in accordance
with the "Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines for
Developing Areas of the Sierras”. ‘

6. ‘Drillholes which do not encounter water shall be
backfilled by replacement of drill cuttings into the
hole. Drillholes which encounter water shall be
abandoned in accordance with California Department of .
Water Resources Water Well Standards. Impervious sealirg
material is restricted to the use of bentonite clay only.
Mixing of this bentonite clay is restricted to pecrtable
tanks or troughs only. No mud pits may be excavated.
The top five feet of holes which are abandoned using
bentonite clay shall be filled with drill cuttings so as

to blend with the existing soil. Drill cutzings wnich
are not utilized in backfilling operztisas shall b2
promptly removed Irom the State parcel.
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Prospecting activities shall be restricted to the
following time period:

A. May 15 through August 10.
B. October 5 until deer migration occurs as determined

by the Department of Fish and Game.

These .dates may véry depending on deer migration'and are -
subject to change by the Department of Fish and Game.

CALENDAR PAGE ]
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STATES GAIN GREATER RIGHTS TO REGULATE ACTIVITIES ON FEDERAL LANDS

By

O March 24, 1987, the United States Supramre Court
handad down arn Umportant federal lands ruling in the
case of the Califarnia Coastal Camissian v. GCranite
Rock Campany. The ruling upheld the power of the
Califorria Cosastal Cammission to T&Qire a private
suning cunpany, before it bogan operations on  {odera)
lands, to abtain a permit fron the Cuastal Camnissaan.
Aocording to the nev niling, the Comission has the
poeer to gqrant & permit_ } O reasonable
environmental protection tamms, including that
are different or mcre restrictive than those imposed
by the federal agancy in charge of the lands involved
{in this cass, the Forest Service). By upholding, the
power of the Coastal Comission to require the private
Fanes ©©o obtaun a permit, the new ruling gives to
State and local goverrments acress the courtry a much
greater role in the management of federal lards.

For environmentalists, the new ruling represents a
pctentialy majar vicrory. Now, envirormmentalists
dissatisfiad with the envirommental protectian
approaches cf the federal land maragemens agencies can
take their case to the state and local govermment
level in the hepes of persuading these governmental
units to imose on private miners more stringent
emvirgmnentz] terms. Moreover, the new mling  will
1IX€Ty afply beyond the context of mining and will
give states and local govermments a  role an  private
©i]l and gas purring, timber harvesting, and grazing en
federal lands.

In this case, Granite Rock, 8 limestane wining
corpany, claimed it was imnune from Califortia law
Since it was operating on federal lands.
obtaining approval of its mining plan fram the Forest
Service, Granite Rock began mining without seeking a
permut from  the Coastal Comission. The cor.roversy
woud up in the federal district court in northern
California, wnere the .judge agreed with the Coastal
Cammission. On appeal, however, the Ninth Creuit
Court of Apreals in San Prancisco reversed. The Ninth

Circuit agreed that Californis-iud the right to inycse
reasioable requlations an tébﬁm.&?'but it
10 D eor=Tided,

tc enforce these regulations. By repuaring & pernd:,
Califormia rplicitly asserted the rower to deny a
reqiestad permit and thereby bring the mo-ding
operation to a coplete halt. In the court's view,
California lacked this power: it coould regulate the
Eing, but it could not prohibit the naning and could
DO Unpose requlatory limits that had the eff{ect of
Froribizing the mining. Thus, in the view of the
hanth Cirouit, the state permit requrement went. too
far, and therefare was prearpted by federal laaw,

0 a narrow, 5-4, decision the U.S. Sprare  Cout
‘eversed the Ninth Circwit ‘s ruling. In an opinton by
©SLiCe Sancdra Doy O'Connar, the Court ruled trat
“alifermua could exercise its regulatary power by

TUTULTLON private  munersn to  oftain frrmite, In

ATJuorenl, before We Covrs, Coliferrua dicclazrvd  anyg
™2 o deny 8 penut o otherwase pracint te
RiLtiaTag. e Cimam Ayt Uas dusclaaner and
st red,  {or. puttamen of  tha- arngest,  tlat  tla

Eric T.

After |

use I parmit_ process |

Freyfolge

California Cosstal Conmussion wus cbliguted to grant
the ruguestid permit. | The Court also assunad,
although it did not decide, that the Commisson could
imose on Granite Rock unly “reasonuble® envirornmental
terme, :

Several aspects of this Nee ruling are worthy of
attention., Firstly, the Suprems Court seamed to agree
with several lower courts in ccncluding that states
ard local govertments can requlate..iut noe pronibit,
Private mining on federal lands, T Court in its
ruling did not eglore the murky  line between o
regslaticn ard a prohibition, so thae issue langers on
for other rulings” to dwal with. Secord, the Court
suggested that a state might have no po=zr to 2muly
its “land use regulations® to f{ederal lards, ewven
though it can apply its "environmental Iegulations., ®
The Court did not decide this insu- becausc, ir the
Court’s view, the Califorria o.les at iscuc were
Clearly environmental rules (wlich were lawful) ratior
tran land use regulations (whach Roy O Eay not bLe
lawiul), The four disscrting Justioss, however,
picked up on this distinction to criticize tre
majority. Two of the Justices believed that no
meaningful distinction could be drawn betwoen the two
tyres of regulations = they cancludal that bemh types
of state rules should be wilawful. Two CUsr Justices
concluded that maaningful distinction could te drawn,
but in their wview the California Coastal Conmussion
,fules were land use regulations, not envirammental

4Protection rules. land use regulations, these two

* Justices concluded, were preampred by federal law.

- This internal debate suggests that the Coot may
' Scon reconsider tris issue ard decide whetler states
and lccal govermments do in  fact have the power to
impose land use restrictions on federal lards,  If
tiey do not, states will need %o excreise carc in
fashioning the rules they imend to extend to federa)
lands. They will nemd to be sure that their rules are
in the farm of environmental protection tooe rather
thari 2oning ordinancesor other traditional lard use
plannang rules.

A final unresolved izcue that cames
Cass ic whnether the sane rules as tr .. A Of
state and local govermments will apgly to diasputes
involving minera) laasing, timber harvesting, grazing,
ad even recreational activitues on federa) lards,
Cwuld a state, fer irstance, reculate cff-roud velacle
use on BIM lands ir the name of rotemting  the
evirament? These cther disputes, if and when they
arise, will raise sgwwnat differers :ssucs and  will
require courts to exsrane different statutcry schusmes,
Bit 1t seems likely <rat the courts will aapt  at
least samilar pomiticos ane will presenve for states
anc local govermmente same role in rqgulating  private

uer of Wi

ACIViuies "in  order to  protus s hotura)
CIviraryment .
rriec 7. Frevfoloe 5 Asrccgalle Prcten gt !
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‘Aemorandum‘

To f

(3

Svbject

-~

1. Gordon Snow, Project Coordinator Dare Septembher 13, .43
Resources Agency

2. Ted T. Fukushima
State Lands Commission
1807 13th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

from : Departwent of Fish end Game

Proposed Negative Declaration for Hecla Mining Company's
Request for a Mineral Prospecting Permit in Antelope Valley,
Sierra County (SCH 87052507).

The Department of Fish and Game (Department) has reviewed the
subject project. The Pfoject is a proposal to drill 13
exploratory holes for precious metals and Oother valuable
minerals on Department owned lands in Antelope Valley. The
exploratory holes which are drilled from a track mounted rig
are four inches in diameter and drilled to a depth of 200

feet.

The Department concurs with the findings for a Negative
Declaration provided the Proposed mitigation measures are
made a condition of approval. :

If the Department can be of further assistance, please contact

James D. Messersmith, Regional Manager, Region 2, 1701 Nimbus
Road, Suite A, Rancho Cordova, Ca 95670, telephone (916) 355-0022.

Peté& Bontgaeili

Acting Director
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File Ref.: W 40526
SCH# 87052507

June 19, 1987

INITIAL STuDY
INTRODUCTION

Hecla Mining Company has applied to the State Lands Commission
for a mineral prospecting permit on State Fiss -and Game
proprietary land Jocated in the Antelope Valley of the Tahoe
National Forest in northern Sierra County, California. The
proposed project involves drilling 13 exploratory holes, 4 1/8
inch in diameter to a maximum depth of 200 feet to explore for
precious metals. Access will be obtained by an existing girt
logging road and by off-road travel. Upon completion of
drilling, all holes shall be properly abandoned, and dril]

sites reclaimed.

The permit when issued, is for a two-year period and may be
extended for a maximum of one year.

This initial study consists of an environmental impact
assessment checklist, detailed project description,
information form response and maps.

STATE LANDS COMMISSION
June 1987
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W 40526

DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Hecla Mining Company proposes to conduct precious metal
exploration in the permit area by drilling 13 holes, 4 1/8
inches in diameter to a maximum depth of 200 feet and
retaining samples for off-site assaying., Please refer to
Exhibit A and B for location maps of the project. Refer to
Exhibit C for a detailed parcel map showing individual drill
hole locations and existing access. ;

Drilling will be accomplished using a track mounted reverse
air circulation rig. A down-the-hole hammer will break the
rock to 1/2 inch diameter particles which are blown out of
the hole to a cyclone. Cuttings are retained at five foot
intervals with approAxmaue1y 1/2 .cubic foct saved from each
interval. The remaining cuttings will be stockpiled for
backfilling the hole. No cores will be taken and no drilling
mud will be used. Holes will be drilled at an approximate
inclination of 45 degrees. The drilling crew will consist of
three men who will be transported in one pickup truck.
Lodging will be in a motel in the nearby town of Loyalton.

Access to the drill sites will be obtained by an existing old
logging road and by off road travel. No new road
construction will be permitted. "Surface disturbance is
estimated to be approximately 80 square feet per drill site
or a total of 0.02 acre for alt 13 holes. The maximum
anticipated excavated volume if all the holes are drilled to
a depth of 200 feet will be 9 cubic yards.

Upon abandonment, approximate]y five feet of surface casing
.required for dr1111ng will be removed. Drill cuttings not
retained as samples will be used to backfill each hole. In
the event water is encountered during drilling, holes will be
abandoned in accordance with California Department of Water
Resources Water Well Standards. Drill sites will be
scarified and seeded by hand-broadcasting. The seed mixture
will be provided by the U.S. Forest Service for use in the.
area. A commercial fertilizer will be utilized to assist in

germination and growth.
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W- 40580

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

1. Describe the project site as it exists before commencemer:
of the project. Include information such as topography,
soil stability, plants and animals, and any cultural,
historical or scenic aspects. Describe any existing

structures on the site, the use of the structures. and
whether they will be retained or removed :

2. Describe the surrounding properties. Include.informatior
such as topography, soil stability, plants and animals,
and any cultural, historical or scenic aspects. Indicate
the type of land use and intensity of land use of the

area.

3. Include a statement of the proposed liquid, solid or
gaseous waste disposal methods necessary for the
protection and preservation of existing land and water

uses.

Applicant Responses:

1. The project site is on a hill which slopes gently to the
southwest. The area is alluvial covered, with some yello.
pine trees and bitter brush. The most noted animals are
mule-deer. There are no existing structures on the site.
Rock outcrops consist of isolated zones approximately 20
feet by 100 feet of silicified volcanic material.

Material surrounding the outcrops consists of talus and
gravel, 5 to 40 feet in thickness. No known cultural or
historical resources occur on the project site. An
archeological survey of the project site and surrounding
area is anticipated to be completed by the middle of July.
Scenic aspects consist of wooded, rolling hills
overlooking Antelope Valley. The State land has the same
features as that surrounding it.

2. The Antelope Valley area is on the eastside of the main
Sierra Nevada range and is characterized by the dry
climate and ecosystem typical of the Great Basin.
Antelope Valley proper is a broad valley floor with a
spring fed stream., The surrounding ridges are dominatead
by stands of Jeffrey pine, with the west slopes onto the
Sierra Valley tending to @ juniner/cedar - sagebrush -
annual grassland. Antelope Valley contains ditterdrusn,
mountain mahogcany, sagebrush as we'!! 35 pzrennial &~z
annual grasses. Zileviations rance “~3m 3033' to 28U
The &rea nas 2 history of f1-2 35 w21l 3s rec2al pzss
years; .29ging.
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The entire area is key deer winter range for the Loyalton
- Truckee deer herd. The abundance of bitterbdbrush,
mountain mahogany, sagebrush, and adjacent alfalfa and
other croplands as well as the relative scarcity of snow
make this a critical area to wintering deer.

Ranches border the west and north edge of the area.
Typically, these ranches are on the valley floor and
contain private land extending within the exterior forest
boundary. Grazing usually extends onto the forest via
on-off or reqular permits since the forest boundary is

rarely fenced in this area. .

,

Drilling for precious metals has been successfully
completed on nearby property by Hecla Mining Company.
Additional land use includes wildlife habitat and

recreation.

The drilling will be performed with reverse air
circulation and the cuttings will be retained. All trash
will be removed from the site.
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STATC LANDS COMAMISSION

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST - PART 1 .

Fiie Re!

Form 1320 12/82)

I, BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A. Applicant: _Wpoln Mindne Nom=nansy

ACAN Mimpwmal Tadop

Cone= 2'Alene, T3ana 83774 TO2T

Checklist Date: _ 05 / T0 / 87
C. Conitact Person: _(mecaw, T. Pelks

Telephone: { 2Tz )qgo_ggny

D. Purpose: _D. e » wale

€ Location: _ezl ~+ el AP Sen 20 M ST N D TE T MM, Sipwwz Oncime.-
-,-7% ~ wz;% o2 Sppe 27 M oT B, P I T, MY, Slaeyrwa Coyurs--

F. Description: 12 ~n < 4 - wgudmym dentn of
o2 200 Zeet i 2 -~ s very five foot interval for ofe-

Site assaying. Propezly abandop dxnill Woles. . . =

G. Persons Contacted:

o Y > - h) -

Jeparizent of Tich and Same .
——al-imbus.Boad  Sulte A
—Rancho Cordovg, GA 05670

Il. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS. (Expisin all “yes” and “maybe’ answers)

A. Earth. Will the proposai result in: Yes Mayoe
1. Unstable earth conditions or changes in geologic substructures? . . . ... . ... .. . ... .. . . e
2. Disruptions, displacements, compaction. or overcoveringof thescil?. . . . .. . . .. .. ... .. .. ... : »_:-
3. Change in topography or ground surfice relief features? . ... . . . ... t_, t'
4 The destruction, covering, or mochfic: tion of any unigue geologic or physical features? . .. . . .. . . . l— C
5 Any increase in wind or water erosion of tous, either on or off the site? o o N , | -

Changes '\n depos: 110N OF erOSION 2! beach sands e "ru'1qm N lal QN Uenis.” 0 D0 rCe L Nt I
e by the channe: OF 3 FVer OF SIFCAM 30 TNe bed 3 5o D00 e 1 ay tew v 10
Eriina 1 31 a60ine 01 1000t/ ) o mazais. won v . | CALENDAR PAGE_.(.QJ.'.I__..'
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D.

T SUBbSI LG i CMEn s cetet an g on ot gmient g i Ty

2 The creation of opectionab:e yrors®

3. Afterat'cn ut 31t Movement Tostore OF teMperglure o ANy CYAL e WA CHMgte erther 10Cally Of regumaﬂv"
Water AWl the proposal resuit r

1 Channes 1n the current; Of the couise 01 ¢irecliun O waler mavements .n gither marine or tresh water;?
Changss in acsorplion ratas drainage Datterns, or the raie ant Jmount of surtace water "unoff? . .

. Alterations to the codrse or ‘rtow of ‘lood waters™ . . e

Change in the amount 0! surface water in any water boay? . ... .. . ... ... . ... ..., ...,

B L N X N

. Discharge into surtace waters. or in any alteration of surface water quality, including but not himited to
temperaiore, dissolved ¢ xygen or turbidity? . L e, c

. Alteration of the direct on or rate of fiow of ground waters’ .. C

N

7. Change 1n the quantity of ground waters, either through direct agditions or withdrawats, or through inter
ception of an ayuifer by cuts or excavations? . . .. ... e e e e e

8. Substanual reauction 1n the amount of water otherwise avaiabile for public water supplies? .. .. ... o
9. Exposure of people or property to water-relateu hazaras sucn as tlooding or t:dai waves? . . . . . ... .....
10. Signiticant changes in the temperature. flow or chemical content of surface thermal springs?. . ... . . . .

Plunr Lite. Wil the proposat 1eeuit in-

1. Change in the diversity of \pecies, or numoer of any species of plants (inciuding trees, shrubs, grass, crops.
aNd aqUATIC PIANESI? . . . . L e e e

3. Introduction of new species of plants into an area, or in a harrier 10 the normai repienishment of existing
SDBCIBS? . . . L L -

4. Reduction «n acreage of any agricultural Crop? . . .. ... L

Awmmal Lite Will the proposal result in:

1. Change in the diversity of species. or numbers of any species of animals (birds, !and animals inciuding
reptiles, fish and shellfish, benthic orgarisms, or nsects)? . . . ... ... ... .. ........ e

2. Reduction of the numb:rs of any unique, rare or endangerec species of animals?. . . . . ... . .. ........

3. Introduction of new spacies of animals into an area, or result in a barrier to the migration or movement of
ammals? e e e e e e

4. Detenoration to existing fish or wildhife nabitat? .. ... . ... . ... ... e
Nane. Wili the proposa resuls in: .

T. Increase in existing nois2 leveis? . . . ... | e B e
2. Exposure of peopie 10 severe noise levenn? . e
Light and Glare. Wil the procosai result mn

1. The production of new light or ylare? . . | . e
Lamd Usee Wil the proposal resuit in.

1. A substantial alteration of the present or nlannsd .and use of an orea?

Nutural Kesaueees, Wit the proposal result in

1. Inerease i the rate nf use of any natural resources?

2 Substanuai geptetion of any rionrecewable resaurces’ | . .
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M.

Kovk ot Lger Does the pnopusal resulln

1A rinr 0f an expiowion or the reiease 0! ha2argous substances (including, butl NOY IrMited 10, Ou, pestiCules,
caemacals, or radiation) in the event of un accigent or upset conditions?

2. Passible interference with emergency response pian or an emergency evacuation plan?
P'opalation. Will the proposal result in.

1. The alteration, distribution, density, or growth rate ot the hurnan population of the area? . . . . .. ... ..
lowuang. Will the pruposal resultin:

1. Atfecting existing housing, or create a demand for additional housing? . . . . ... ... . ... ... ..

7'ranspnnalion/CirwIaiitm. Will the proposal result in:

1. Generation 6( substantial additional vehicular movement?, . . .. .. .. ... .. e e e e, .
2. Atfecting existing parking facilities, or create a demand for new parking?. . . . . e e e e e
3. Substantial impact upon existing transportation systems? . . .. .. ... .. .. ..... . R
4. Alterations to present patterns of circuiation or movement of people and/orgoods? ....... .. e e
§. Alterations to waterborne, rail, orairtraffic? . ... ...... ... ... ... ... ... e e e

&. !ncrease in traffic hazards to motor vehicles, bicyciists, or pedestrians? . . . . .. . ... .........c0co. -

Putlic Semvices. Wil the proposal have an effect upcn, of result in a need for new or alterec governments!
services in any of the following areas:

1. Fire protection? . . ...... e e e e e e e e e e e e e
2. Police protection? . . . . .. ettt e e e e e e e
3.Schools? . .................. e et e e e
4. Parks and other recreational facilities?. . . ... .. .. e,
5. Maintenance of public facilities, includingroads?. . . .. . . . . . ... L. e e
6. Other governmental services?. . . . ... ..... e e e e e e e e

Energy. Will the proposal result in:
1. Use of substantial amounts of fuelorenergy?. .. . ............. e e
2. Substantial increase in demand upon existing sources of energy, or require the development of new sources? .

Utilities. Will the proposal resuit in a need for new systems, or substantial aiterations to the following utilities:

1. Power or natural gas?. . . . . ... ... S
2. Communicationsystems? . . . .. ... ... e e e e
S R 1 2 2 O I I
4. Sewerarseptictanks? . . .. ... ... S e e e e
€. Storm waterdrainage? . . .. ... ... Lo e e R
6. Solin waste and disposal? . ... ... .......... e e e e
Human Health. Wiil the proposal result in:

1. Creation of any heaith hazard or potential health hazara (excluding mentai health)? . . . ... .. e
2. Exposure of people 10 potential heaith hazards? . JE e e e

.Festheties. Wil the proposal result in:

1. The obstruction of any scenic vista or view open 10 the public, or will the proposal result in the creation of
an aesthetically otfensive site open to pubhic view? . . . . ... . .. e e e

Recreation Wil the preposal result oo

Yes

r—
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T Cultural Kesources. Yes Maybe N -

-y
.

- 1. Will the pruposal -esult in the aiterauon of or the destruction of a prenistoric or historic archeoiogicat site?. (|

- 2. Will the proposal result 1n adverse physical or aesthetic effects 10 3 prehistornic or histonc buiding. .- .~
structure. orobpect?. . . L . Lo

3. Does the propasal have the potential 1o cause a physical change which wouid affect unique ethnic cultural

values? . L e e .
. . - . - =
4 Will the pronosal restrict existing religious or sacred uses within the potential impact area? . . . .. ... ... LJ i X

U. Mandatory Findings of Significance.

1. Does the pruject have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a tish or wildiife population to drop beiow self-sustaining levals, threatsn to eliminate
4 plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or =
animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory?. . . . . . . . L

2. Does the project have the potential to achieve short-term, to the Jisadvantage of long-term, environmental ——_f c— e,
goals? . .. .. e e e e e e e e ettt et e e e e e R S L )

4. Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, C—
either directly or indirectly? .. ... ... ... .. e e %

{11, DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION /See Comments Attached)

See attached discussion of emvironmental evaluation, envirommental setting
and detalled project deseription. .

IV. PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

{—-l | find the proposed project COULD NOT have a sigﬁ:fucant eftect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION we!
) be nrepared.

f:_} | find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant efient
1 this case because the mitigation measures describec on an attached sheet have been added to the projec. A NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared

,' ; I tind the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
is1equied, .

Dae ' o o sim . CALENDAR PAGE (0 BO
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5) abate stream erosion and raise the water table in Antelope
Valley _
6) the possibility of mineral resource development impacting
. other resources
7) the possibility of uncontrolled wildfire due to excess
fuels !

The entire atea is zoned general forest. The general plan is
designated intermediate forest for the entire Antelope Valley.

In the SW 1/4 of Section 27, immediately adjacent to the area
under application lies the now abandoned Antelope Mine. This
underground mine produced copper around the turn of the
century from the same geologic formation in which present
exploration 1s desired.. Access to the underground workings of
the Antelope Mine are no longer accessible.

‘CALENDAR PAGE%E\_::
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W 40526

I1l. Discussion of Environmental Evaluation

A 2. Disruption, displacement, compaction and
overcovering of the soil will occur in the immediate
vicinity of the drill sites. However, the disruption
will be short term and all disturbed sites will be
properly reclaimed. : '

E 3. The drilling activity will ‘temporarily displace
animals from the,immediate vicinity. No long term
effects are anticipated. ‘

F 1. The operating drill rig will temporarily increase
existing noise levels.,

S 1. The drilling activity wiil temporarily reduce
recreational opportunities on the project site.

The 80 acre parcel under application is within the 4,480+ acre
Antelope valley Wildlife Area acquired by the Wildlife
Conservation Board for the California Department of Fish and
Game (CDFG) in 1980. The COFG acquired the parcel primarily
for the prime deer winter range habitat as well as
recreational opportunities including hunting, hiking, camping
and general outdoor enjoyment. The federal government, '
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund, participated in
this acquisition on a 50% basis. Due to the federal
government's involvement, the CDFG has requested and received
permission for conversion of land use for mineral prospecting
activities. .

In addition to CDFG lands in the Antelope Valley area of
- Sierra County, there exist an additional 16,300 acres
belonging to

1) U.S. Department of Agriculture - Forest Service, Tahoe
National Forest.
2) U.S. Department of the Interior - BLM, Susanville

District. -
3) Private Land both within and outside the NFS boundary.

Due to common land and resource management issues the private
landowners and public agencies have united under the Antelope
Valley Coordinated Resource Plan in order %9 Sest manage the
land as an ecosystem. Common management zonzerns and goals of
the private landowners and public ageacias iacluge:

protection and improvement of the deer winter range
coordination of livestocx grazing w~1tn ~ilalife use

¢ontrol of timber trespass
control of vehicle use i1 unaJtnerizas 3reds _
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All phases of a project, su
its impact on the environment. Piease answer the following questions by placing a chech 6

SECTION C: ASSE 1ENT OF ENVIRONMEN I AL IviFAL

Discuss all items checxked “'yes' of “mavybe’’ cn additional sheet(s).

Will the project involive:

1.

10.

1.

12.

.13

A change in existing features of any bays, tidelands, beaches, lakes or hills, or

substantial alteration of ground CONIOUIS? . v . v vttt vt e e o s e e
A change in scenic views from existing residential areas or public lands or roads?. . .

A change In pattern, scate or character of the general area of the project?. . . .. ..

A change in ocean, bay, lake, stream or ground water guality or quantity, 0 30

altering of existing drainage patterns? . . ... ettt e e e
A change in existing noise or vibration levels in the vicinity? . . .. ...........

Construction on filled land or on a stope of 10 percentormore? . ...........

Use or disposal of potentially hazardous materiais such as toxic or radioactive

substances, flammables or explosives? . . . ... ... ... .. ..., R,

A change in demand fo- municipal services (e.g., police, fire, water, seviage.’ . .

Increase in fossil fuel consumption (e.g., electricity, oil, naturalgas)? ... .. .. ..

A larger project or a series of projects? ... ........ e e e .

PART V

CERTIFICATION
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¢ch as planning, dacquisition, devetoprient and operation. sha'l be conniac egd whenevalua =
ne appropriate b

1 certify that all information and materials furnished in this application are true and complete to the best of my
knowledge and beliel. | recognize that this application and the project it addresses are subject to all laws of the
State of California, and the regulations and discretionary policies of the State Lands Commission.
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