contractor shall be directed by the resource monitor and contract compliance inspector to postpone
- activities within the buffer zone until August 30 or until young have fledged. A DFG monitor will
~ verify compliance. ‘

Impact: Disturbance of Potentially Active Special-Status Raptor Nests and Other Potential Nesting
Habitat

Mitigation Measure B-4: Retaih Qualified Biologists and Resource Specialists to Monitor Removal
Activities near Specified Sensitive Biological Areas. Described above.

Mitigation Measure B-16: Avoid Disturbing Active Special-Status Raptor Nests. To avoid possible
impacts on nesting special-status raptors, wildlife biologists shall conduct preconstruction or
construction year breeding surveys in portions of the project study area identified as potential habitat.
All potentially occupied habitat Lias been marked on the construction drawings. Possible habitat for
osprey is located between the foliowing marker posts near the right-of-way:

B 1413+300' to 1418+200'
® 1513t0 1534 _
® 2053 to 2065 , ST

Possible cliff and rock outcrop nesting habitat for golden eagle and prairie falcon is at the following
locations near the right-of-way:

39 to 46 (north of right-of-way)

1013 to 1017 (southeast of right-of-way)
1035 to 1036 (north of right-of-way)
1051 to 1052 (north of right-of-way)
1732 to 1733 (southeast of right-of-way)

Possible habitat for white-tailed kite is at the following locations near the right-of-way:

= 2032+800' to 2037
| 2042 to 2045%;

' 2050 to 2051

® 2053 to 2065

Surveys of potentially occupied nesting habitat within 0.5 mile of the right-of-way shall be conducted.
If surveys indicate that nests are inactive or potential habitat is unoccupied during the construction year,
no further mitigation shall be required. If active nests are found, resource monitors shall establish a
no-disturbance buffer around the active nest. For golden eagles and prairie falcons, the buffer shall
include a 0.5-mile radius around the nest. For white-tailed kites and ospreys, the buffer shall include
a 0.25-mile radius around the nest. ‘All buffer zones shall be based on line-of-sight. If topographical
features obstruct the line-of-site of an active nest within the buffer zone, or if other factors reduce the
likelihood of disturbance, the buffer may be reduced based on consultation with DFG. The portion of
the coaxial cable system right-of-way within the designated buffer zone shall be identified on the
construction drawings and in the field by staking and flagging. If construction activities occur only
during the nonbreeding season (August 1 to March 1 [for white-tailed kite and osprey] and August 1 to
February 1 [for golden eagle and prairie falcon]), no surveys shall be conducted.
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The preconstruction surveys shall be conducted during spring and summer 1999. Surveys shall be
conducted by using binoculars and spotting scopes to search all suitable habitat. To avoid impacts on
. active nest sites, no removal activities shall occur within the specified buffer zone during the breeding
season, between February 1 (or March 1 for white tailed kite and osprey) and August 1, or until it is
determined that young have fledged. Surveys shall not be conducted in areas where project activities
shall occur only during the nonbreeding season (August 1 through March 1 [or February 1 for golden
eagle and prairie falcon]). B : ‘ o '

Responsible Party: Wildlife biologists, resource monitors, contract compliance inspectors, and DFG
monitors. '

Timing: Prior to and-during cable removal activities.

Monitoring Program: Prior to ground-disturbing activities, wildlife biologists shall conduct surveys
to determine the presence of active nests within 0.5 mile of the cable right-of-way. If active nests are
found, resource monitors shall flag the beginning and end of the buffer zone. The contractor shall be
directed by the resource monitor and contract compliance inspector to postpone activities within the
buffer zone until after breeding season, as described above, oruntil young have fledged. A-DFG monitor
will verify compliance.

Impact: Possible Disturbance of Potentially Active Burrowing Owl Nests

Mitigation Measure B-4: Retain Qualified Biologists and Resource Specialists to Monitor Removal
Activities near Specified Sensitive Biological Areas. Discussed above.

Mitigation Measure B-17: Avoid Disturbing Active Burrowing Owl Nests and Implement Standard
DFG Guidelines during the Nonbreeding Season. To avoid impacts on nesting burrowing owls,
wildlife biologists shall conduct preconstruction or construction-year breeding season surveys in portions
of the project study area identified as potential habitat. All potentially occupied habitat has been marked
on the construction drawings. These areas are located between the following marker posts along the
right-of-way: _ ' '

1to 1124

1765 to 1825
2018%; to 2036
2053 to 2062
2076 to 2089

Surveys shall consist of visually checking all potential sites within 500 feet of the right-of-way. If no
burrowing owls are found, no further mitigation measures shall be required. If active burrowing owls
are found, resource monitors shall establish a 500-foot buffer zone around the active burrow. Required
buffer zones shall be identified on the construction drawings. No removal activities shall be permitted
within the specified buffer zone until after the breeding season (February 1 through August 31) or until
it is determined that young have fledged.

Because adult burrowing owls can occupy burrows year-round, prior to removal activities in active areas
(and following the breeding season), standard DFG mitigation guidelines for burrowing owls shall be
implemented. The guidelines require that one-way doors be installed- at least 48 hours prior to
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construction at all active burrows that exist within the excavation area so that the burrows are not
- occupied during removal of the coaxial cable system. Wildlife biologists shall conduct preconstruction
surveys for burrowing owls within 1-2 weeks of removal activities. The one-way doors shall be installed
at that time to ensure that the owls can get out of the burrows but cannot get back in. Additionally. two
artificial burrows shall be constructed for each active burrow that is excavated according to DFG
guidelines (California Department of Fish and Game 1995).

Preconstruction burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted during spring and summer 1999. All active
sites shall be avoided during the breeding season, February 1 and August 31. One-way doors shall be
installed after the breeding season and at least 48 hours prior to coaxial cable system removal activities
in specified locations. Artificial burrows shall be constructed before one-way doors are installed.

Responsible Party: Wildlife biologists, resource monitors, contract compliance inspectors, and DFG
monitors. : :

Timing: Prior to and during cable removal activities.

Monitoring Program: Prior to ground-disturbing activities, wildlife biofogists shall conduct surveys
to determine the presence of active burrowing owl nests within 500 feet of the coaxial cable
right-of-way. If active nests are found, resource monitors shall flag the beginning and end of the buffer
zone. The contractor shall be directed by the resource monitor and contract compliance inspector to
postpone activities within the buffer zone until August 1 or until young have fledged.

At occupied non-breeding burrows, wildlife biologists shall install and remove one-way doors and
collapse burrows as described above. The contractor shall be directed by the resource monitor and
contract compliance inspector to postpone activities within 500 feet of occupied non-breeding burrows
until after the sites have been cleared.' A DFG monitor will verify compliance.

Impact: Possible Mortality or Habitat Disturbance of Mountain Yellow-Legged Frog, Foothill
Yellow-Legged Frog, Cascades Frog, Northwestern Pond Turtle

Mitigation Measure B-4: Retain Qualified Biologists or Resource Specialists to Monitor Removal
Activities near Specified Sensitive Biological Areas. Discussed above.

Mitigation Measure B-18: Avoid Disturbance to Special-Status Reptiles and Amphibians. To
avoid impacts on foothill yellow-legged frog, mountain yellow-legged frog, Cascades frog, and
northwestern pond turtle, wildlife biologists shall initially identify occupied sites by conducting
preconstruction surveys along all drainages and other wetland habitats that cross the right-of-way
identified as potentially supporting these species. All potentially occupied habitat has been marked on
the construction drawings. These areas are located between the following marker posts along the
right-of-way (except those that also potentially support California red-legged frog, which shall be

avoided): ’
& 14750 to 2+200'

®  1212+150' to 1213+500'

8 1227 to 1227+100"

® 1232475'to 1232+375"

N 1244+250' to 1244+550'
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1276+175' to 1276+225'
1340 to 1340+50"

1372 to 1372+100'

1393+250' to 1394

14374350' to 14374400

14574280 to 1459

1471 to 1471+100'

1477+50' to 1478+100'

1516 to 1516+350°

15474300 to 1548+75'

1559+250' to 1560+150"

1587+350' to 1587+650"

1594+250' to 1594+425'

1618+300' to 1619

16324200 to 1634

1731+1,250' to 1732+100"

1733+450' to 17344400 :

1757+400' to 1758+600 | -

Habitat surveys identified all suitable streams for these species. The Natural Diversity Data Base
(NDDB), DFG, and USFS were consulted to obtain information on known occurrences. Removal
activities in drainages supporting these species could disturb occupied habitat and temporarily displace
individual animals. This impact is considered less than significant because AT&T has incorporated the
following environmental commitments into the proposed removal project.

Responsible Party: Wildlife biologists, resource monitors, contract compliance inspectors, and DFG
monitors. '

Timing: Prior to and during cable removal activities.

Monitoring Program: At all sites listed above where the cable is in conduit, the contractor shall be
directed by the resource monitor and contract compliance inspector to attempt to pull the cable from
under the stream. Where it is infeasible to pull the cable, wildlife biologists and monitors shall install
barrier fencing and conduct relocation surveys as described above. The contractor shall be directed to
postpone activities at these sites until relocations surveys are completed. A DFG monitor will verify
compliance. ‘

Impact: Potential Disturbance to Sage Grouse Leks —

Mitigation Measure B-4: Retain Qualified Biologists and Resource Specialists to Monitor Removal
Activities near Specified Sensitive Biological Areas. Discussed above.

Mitigation Measure B-19: Avoid Disturbing Sage Grouse Leks. Possible impacts on sage grouse
leks shall be avoided by establishing a 0.5-mile-radius buffer around each lek site near the right-of-way.
All potentially occupied habitat has been marked on the construction drawings. These areas are located
between the following marker posts along the right-of-way:

¥ 63Y2t0 65 (800" north of right-of-way)

006304
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66+200' to 68+150' (800" north of right-of-way)
78%2 to 79%+700' (2,000' north of right-of-way)
100+600' to 102+250' (2,200' north of right-of-way)
104+100' to 106+100" (1,100' north of right-of-way)
1005 to 1010 (700" north of right-of-way)

1010 to 1012 (500’ south of right-of-way)
1017+700' to 1017+1,700' (intersects right-of-way)

The portion of the right-of-way that is within the buffer zone shall be identified with staking and
flagging. Project activities shall not be permitted within the buffer while the lek is occupied (from
February 1 through April 30).

In addition, the contractor shall minimize the removal of sage scrub habitat and avoid uprooting shrub
vegetation. To reduce the impacts of possible disturbance to sage grouse leks to a less-than-significant
level, AT&T shall implement the reclamation plan for this area. '

Responsible Party: Resource monitors, contract compliance inspectors, and DFG monitors.
Timing: Prior to cable removal activities.

Monitoring Program: Resource monitors shall mark the beginning and end points of the buffer zones,
as describe above, with staking and flagging. The contractor shall be directed by the resource monitor
and compliance inspector to postpone activities in the buffer zones from February 1 through April 30.
A DFG monitor shall verify compliance.

Impact: Potential Disturbance of Active Breeding Sites for Long-Eared Owl, Yellow-Breasted Chat,
and Yellow Warbler : : .

Mitigation Measure B-20. Avoid Impacts on Yellow-Breasted Chat, Yellow Warbler, and
Long-Eared Owl :

- To avoid impacts on these species, preconstruction surveys shall be conducted at all riparian crossings
to determine presence or absence. Surveys shall be conducted by qualified wildlife biologists during the
‘optimal time of the breeding season (May through July for these species). Surveys shall be conducted
using standard riparian bird survey techniques, walking adjacent to and within the riparian habitat, using
binoculars and listening for bird songs and calls to identify individuals, and identifying nesting sites.
In accordance with mitigation measure B-23, a 20-foot-wide setback shall be established and staked at
all riparian crossings. Impacts shall be avoided by attemnpting to pull the cable at these sites. If the cable
cannot be pulled, the surveys indicate the presence of one or more of these species, and removal
activities shall occur during the breeding season (February 1 to August 1), then the cable shall be cut and
capped at the setback end points. If the surveys indicate absence of these species or if removal shall
occur during the nonbreeding season (August 1 to J anuary 31), then removal can continue in accordance
with mitigation measure B-23. ‘

Responsible Party: Wildlife biologists, resource monitors, contract compliance inspectors, and DFG
monitor.

Timing: Prior to cable removal activities.
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Monitoring Program: Prior to ground-disturbing activities, wildlife biologists shall conduct surveys
to determine presence or absence. If the species is present and removal occurs during the breeding
. season, monitors shall flag the buffer zone. A DFG monitor shall verify compliance.

Impact: Potential Disturbance of Active Breeding Sites for Northern Harrier, Long-Billed Curlew,
Snowshoe Hare, White-Tailed Jacklfabbit, Sierra Nevada Mountain Beaver, and American Badger

Mitigation Measure B-21. Avoid Disturbance to Northern Harrier, Long-Billed Cuﬂew, Snowshoe
Hare, Whitg-Tailed Jackrabbit, Sierra Nevada Mountain Beaver, and ._American Badger

To avoid impacts on these species, wildlife biologists shall conduct preconstruction surveys during the
breeding season in all suitable habitat along the right-of-way. If cable removal activities occur during
the nonbreeding season, no surveys or other mitigation is required. Breeding season surveys for these
species shall include a visual search of the right-of-way by qualified wildlife biologists in all suitable
habitats to detect active nests or dens. If none are detected, no other mitigation is required. Where one
or more active nests or dens of these species is detected, a no-disturbance buffer shall be established
around the nest or den. The buffer shall be 200 feet on both sides.of the-active nest or den. The buffer
shall remain in effect until after the breeding séason. Once the breeding season is over, the cable can
be removed. Nesting or denning seasons for these species are as follows:

northern harrier - March 1 through August 15,

long-billed curlew - April 1 through August 1,

snowshoe hare, white-tailed jackrabbit - February 1 through August 1, and

Sierra Nevada mountain beaver and American badger - March 1 through August 1.

If cable removal activities are proposed during any of the above periods, surveys shall be conducted and
buffers established at active sites. If cable removal activities occur outside of these time periods, surveys
are not required and cable removal can proceed.

Responsible Party: Wildlife biologists, resource monitors, contract compliance inspectors, and DFG
‘monitor. ‘ '

Timing: Prior to cable removal activities.

Monitoring Program: Prior to ground-disturbing activities, wildlife biologists shall conduct surveys
to determine presence or absence. If the species is present and removal occurs during the breeding
season, monitors shall flag the buffer zone. A DFG monitor shall verify compliance.

Impact: Possible Disturbance of Special-Status Fish Species

‘Mitigation Measure B-4: Retain Qualified Biologists and Resource Specialists to Monitor Removal
Activities near Specified Sensitive Biological Areas. _Discussed above. :
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Mitigation Measure B-22: Avoid Impacts on Drainages that Provide Habitat for Steelhead and
- Winter-Run Chinook. The following nine perennial drainages that cross the coaxial cable system
right-of-way support suitable habitat for steelhead and winter-run chinook:

D/R4-29690-1 (Mill Creek),

D5-29739-1 (unnamed),

D5-29739-2 (unnamed),

D5-29741-1 (unnamed),

D/R5-29741-2 (Salt Creek),

D5-29742-1 (Paynes Creek),

D5-29742-2 (Samson Creek),

D/R5-29743-1 (East Sand Slough/Sacramento River), and
D5-29746-1 (unnamed).

These drainages shall be clearly identified on the construction drawings and monitored during removal
activities. The resource monitor shall direct the contractor to avoid and protect these sensitive drainages
by attempting to pull the cable from beneath the drainage. The cable shall be pulled from minimum 20-
foot-wide setbacks that are established from the top of the bank or outer edge of the woody riparian
vegetation (if present). If cable pulling is unsuccessful, the contractor shall cut, cap, and leave the cable
in place. Absolutely no in-water work shall be allowed in these drainages.

Responsible Party: Environmental coordinator, contract compliance inspectors, resource monitors, and
DFG monitor.

Timing: Prior to and during cable removal activities.

Monitoring Program: Resource monitors and contract compliance inspectors shall establish setbacks
and monitor removal activities. A DFG monitor shall verify compliance.

Impact: Possible Removal or Disturbance of Woody Riparian Vegetation

Mitigation- Measure B-3: Confine Construction Equipment and Associated Activities to the
Coaxial Cable and Road Rights-of-Way in Areas That Support Sensitive Resources. Discussed
~ above. '

Mitigation Measure B-4: Retain Qualified Biologists and Resource Specialists to Monitor Removal
Activities near Specified Sensitive Biological Areas. Discussed above.

Mitigation Measure B-23: Avoid Disturbance of Woody Riparian Vegetation along Drainages.
Impacts on woody riparian vegetation shall be avoided by attempting to pull the cable from under the
riparian/drainage corridor. A minimum setback 20-foot buffer shall be established and staked by a
resource monitor prior to removal activities. This buffer shall extend between the edge of the woody
riparian vegetation and construction equipment. In areas where the cable can not be pulled, the resource
monitor shall coordinate with DFG to obtain clearance for cutting of woody riparian vegetation. If DFG
approves, shrub vegetation shall be cut at least 1 foot above ground level to leave the root systems intact
and allow for more rapid regeneration of the species. Cutting shall be limited to a minimum area
necessary within the 20-foot-wide coaxial cable right-of-way. This type of removal shall be allowed
only for shrub species (all trees shall be avoided) and in areas that do not provide habitat for special-
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status species such as willow flycatchet. Shrub removal shall also be allowed only outside areas
designated as sensitive under PACFISH. : '

Woody riparian vegetation close to the coaxial cable and road rights-of-way that could be indirectly or
inadvertently affected by removal activities shall be protected by installing temporary fencing or staking
and flagging a minimum 20-foot setback buffer. Depending on site-specific conditions, this buffer may
be wider than 20 feet and shall be determined by the resource monitor. Identification and protection of
woody riparian vegetation that occurs close to the work zone shall include either flagging or fencing,
depending on site-specific conditions. : ' '

Before cable system removal activities are initiated in a segment, the limits of the work zone shall be
identified by the resource monitor. The monitor shall routinely inspect removal activities to make sure
protective measures are working and remain in place during removal. The contract compliance inspector
also shall confirm that protective measures are in place before removal activities begin in the segments.
Protective fencing shall remain in place until all removal activities in the area are complete.

Responsible Party: Contract compliance inspectors, resource monitbrs', and DFG monitor.
Timing: Prior to and during cable removal activities.

Monitoring Program: The monitoring program is discussed in detail in the mitigation measure. A DFG
monitor shall verify compliance.

Mitigation Measure B-24: Conduct Post Construction Monitoring in Woody Riparian and
Wetland Communities That Are Substantially Disturbed During Removal Activities. The proposed
removal project has been designed to avoid disturbance of woody riparian communities and avoid
wetland communities. However, if any woody riparian vegetation and wetlands are substantially
disturbed during cable removal and equipment access, the impact shall be documented by resource
monitors after cable removal activities are complete. The need for monitoring shall be determined by
a qualified restoration ecologist in conjunction with a DFG resource specialist.

Monitoring shall be required in all substantially disturbed riparian and wetland communities.
Monitoring shall be required in all substantially disturbed riparian and wetland communities. For the
purpose of this assessment, “substantially disturbed” includes those wetlands and riparian areas that have
one or a combination of the following:

less than 50% vegetative cover,
substantial disturbance or root material,
signs of obstructed or significantly altered site hydrology, or
substantial soil compaction (to be evaluated by a soils scientist).

' AT&T shall retain a qualified restoration ecologist to document baseline conditions and monitor at years -
1 and 3 (if needed) after removal activities are completed. Data that shall be gathered on each site during
the monitoring visits shall include: ‘
® relative cover and types of plant species establishing in the removal corridor,

®  percent absolute vegetation cover,
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- W general assessment of the wetland or riparian habitat in relation to the surroundin g undisturbed area,
and ' '

¥ noxious weed or erosion problems.

After the first-year monitoring visit, the restoration ecologist shall coordinate with DFG and other
appropriate agencies to determine whether offsite compensatory mitigation at a 1:1 ratio or onsite
restoration is required. If compensatory mitigation is chosen, AT&T shall coordinate with DFG and SLC
to identify an appropriate mitigation bank to purchase credits'at a 1:1 ratio (1 acre purchased for every
1 acre of impact). '

If the revegetation plan option is chosen, it shall be implemented to restore disturbed riparian and
wetland areas to preconstruction condition and verify that no permanent loss of habitat values occurs as
a result of the proposed removal project. This revegetation plan shall include a plant pallette, design
specifications, an implementation plan, maintenance requirements, and a monitoring program.
Monitoring for a specified time period shall be conducted to document the degree of success in achieving
the success criteria and to identify remedial actions that may be needed.’ Annual monitoring reports shall
be submitted to the DFG and SLC. The report shall summarize the data collected during monitoring
periods, describe how the habitats are progressing in terms of the success criteria (described below), and
discuss any remedial actions performed. '

The revegetation plan for riparian and wetland habsitats shall be considered successful when the
following minimum success criteria are met:

® The riparian and wetland habitats established are composéd of a mix of species similar to that
removed during cable removal. - ' :

® At least 75% absolute cover of native riparian and wetland vegetation is developed on each site.
] Gfowth is achieved of riparian species that rate good or excellent vigor and growth based on a
qualitative comparison of leaf turgor, stem caliber, leaf color, and foliage density in the planted sites
" with individuals of the same species in the adjacent riparian areas. ‘

®  Lessthan 5% of absolute cover on each site shall be composed of weedy annual or perennial species.

B Plantings at each site (if needed) are self-sustaining without human support (e.g., weed control,
rodent control, or irrigation). :

Success criteria shall be finalized through coordination with plant ecologists from DFG and SLC. A
brief letter report summarizing the results of monitoring and recommending additional needed actions
shall be submitted to DFG and SLC.

Responsible Party: AT&T, restoration ecologist, and DFG.

Timing: Prior to and after cable removal activities.
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Monitoring Program: The monitoring program is discussed in deta11 in the mitigation measure. DFG
and SLC shall verify compliance.

Impact: Possible Inconsistency with the Riparian Management Objectives Mandated by PACFISH

Mitigation Measure B-3: Confine Construction Equipment and Associated Activities to the
Coaxial Cable and Road Rnghts-of-Way in Areas That Support Sensitive Resources. Discussed
above.

Mltngatnon Measure B-4: Retain Qualified Blologlsts and Resource Specnahsts to Momtor Removal
Activities near Speclﬁed Sensitive Biological Areas. Discussed above.

Mitigation Measure B-22: Avoid Impacts on Drainages that Provide Habltat for Steelhead and
Winter-Run Chinook. Discussed above.

Mitigation Measure B-23: Avoid and Minimize Disturbance of Woody Riparian Vegetation along
Drainages. Discussed above.

Impact: Possible Disturbance of 2.24 Acres of Waters of the United States (Includmg Wetland
Communities)

Mitigation Measure B-3: Confine Constructnon Equipment and Associated Activities to the
Coaxial Cable and Road Rights-of-Way in Areas That Support Sensitive Resources. Discussed
above.

Mitigation Measure B-4: Retain Qualified Biologists and Resource Specialists to Monitor Removal
Activities near Specified Sensntlve Biological Areas. Discussed above.

Mitigation Measure B-25: Minimize Dlsturbance and Restore Other Waters of the United States
(Drainages) to Preproject Conditions. Consistent with the Corps’ Nationwide Permit No. 12 for utility
line dxscharges the area of drainages that shall be disturbed shall be limited to the minimum area
necessary to successfully remove the cable. The following measures shall be implemented to minimize
effects on and restore other waters of the United States and associated plant communities:

®  Stabilize exposed slopes and streambanks immediately upon completion of removal activities. Other
waters of the United States shall be restored in a manner that encourages vegetation to reestablish
to its preproject condition and reduces the effects of erosion on the drainage system.

®  Inhighly erodible stream systems, stabilize banks using a nonvegetative material that shall bind the
soil initially and break down within a few years. If the project engineers determine that more
aggressive erosion control treatments are needed, geotextile mats, excelsior blankets, or other soil
stabilization products shall be used. '

®  Remove trees, shrubs, debris, or soils during construction that are inadvertently deposited below the
ordinary high-water mark of drainages in a manner that minimizes disturbance of the drainage bed

and bank.
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These measures shall be incorporated into contract specifications and implemented by the construction

- contractor. Additionally, AT&T shall incorporate all permit conditions into construction specifications.
The contract compliance inspectors and resource monitors shall routinely inspect removal activities to
verify that the above protective measures and permit conditions have been implemented. Additional
reporting requirements that may be specified as conditions of permits also shall be incorporated into the
construction specifications.

Responsible Party: Contract compliance inspectors, resource monitors, and DFG monitor.
Timing: During and after cable removal activities.

Monitoring Program: The contract compliance inspectors and resource monitors shall routinely inspect
removal activities to verify that the above protective measures and permit conditions have been
implemented. Additional reporting requirements that may be specified as conditions of permits also
shall be incorporated into the construction specifications (e.g., photographs of each drainage crossing
before and after construction).

Mitigation Measure B-26: Avoid Cable Removal Activities in Jurisdictional Wetlands: Based on
direction from SLC and DFG, all jurisdictional wetlands shall be avoided during cable removal
activities. No trenching or plowing removal methods shall be used in these areas. However, AT&T shall
attempt to pull the cable from beneath the wetland communities. If pulling is unsuccessful, the cable
shall be cut, capped, and left in place.

Prior to cable removal activities, the resource monitors shall stake and flag a minimum 20-foot wide set
back buffer from the edge of wetlands within the removal corridor. The contractor shall be directed to
pull the cable outside this buffer. The contract inspectors and resource monitors shall routinely inspect
protected areas to ensure that the stake and flagging or barrier fencing are in place and area effective.
All protective barriers shall remain in place until all removal activities are complete in areas near
Jjurisdictional wetlands. :

¢ Responsible Party: Contract compliance inspectors, resource monitors, and DFG monitor.
Timing: Prior to and during cable removal activities.

Monitoring Program: The contract inspectors and resource monitors shall routinely inspect protected
areas to ensure that the stake and flagging or barrier fencing are in place and area effective. All
protective barriers shall remain in place until all removal activities are complete in areas near
jurisdictional wetlands. A DFG monitor shall verify compliance.

Mitigation Measure B-27: Prohibit Equipment and Vehicle Access Through Jurisdictional Waters
of the United States. AT&T shall prohibit equipment access through waters of the United States,
including wetland communities. To the extent possible, access shall be confined to existing public,
maintenance, and logging roads in areas that support waters of the United States. No equipment shall
be allowed to pass through the following types of waters of the United States:

® vemal pools, vernal swales, montane meadows, and wet meadows:

®  wetland communities that contain standing water or saturated soils at the time of construction;
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. wetland communities that contain CNPS List 1B e;nd 2 plant species (these species exist in vernal
pools and swales); '

W drainages that support habitat for federally listed species (including California red-legged frog,
steelhead, and winter-run chinook salmon) (refer to mitigation measures B-8 and B-22 and to

Tables 2-1 and 5.IV-2 of the IS); and
] drainage§ that support woody riparian vegetation.

The resource monitor shall stake and flag these areas and coordinate with the contract and lead inspectors
to ensure equipment and vehicles are confined to existing roads.

Vehicle and equipment access shall be allowed within the removal right-of-way in the following areas:
®  seasonal wetlands, alkali meadows, and clay/rock seasonal pools;

® seasonal drainages that lack woody riparian vegetation and do not support habitat-for sensitive
species; and

® any additional areas approved by the agency monitors through the variance process.

The resource monitors and contact compliance inspectors shall determine the appropriate protection
measures to use in wetlands and drainages during equipment access (e.g., matting, boards, rock, or
culverts). Jurisdictional wetland areas disturbed by vehicle and equipment access shall be evaluated
after removal activities are complete. As part of mitigation measure B-22, substantially disturbed
wetlands shall be monitored to determine whether offsite compensatory mitigation at a 1:1 ratio (1 acre
of purchased credits for every 1 acre of jurisdictional wetlands substantially disturbed) or onsite
revegetation is required. :

Responsible Party: Contract compliance ihspectors, resource monitors, and DFG monitor.
Timing: Prior to, during, and after cable removal activities.

Monitoring Program: The resource monitor shall identify waters of the United States that have been
disturbed. A DFG resource specialist and wetland ecologist shall evaluate the level of disturbance and
make monitoring recommendations. :

Mitigation Measure B-24: Conduct Post Construction Monitoring in Woody Riparian and
Wetland Communities That Are Substantially Disturbed during Removal Activities. Discussed
above. T

Impact: Possible Wildlife Entrapment in Open Trenches

Mitigation Measure B-28: Fill or Cover Open Trenches. Any open trenches shall be filled with earth
material imported from an existing borrow site or covered with plywood or other material to prevent
entrapment at the end of each work day. Both ends of any open trench shall be sloped to form escape
ramps prior to covering. If wildlife are found in the trench, they shall be removed by a qualified
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biological monitor before resumption of work in that trench segment. AT&T shall specify this
- requirement in the agreements with all construction contractors.

.

Responsible Party:‘Wildlife biologists, resource monitors, contract compliancé inspectors, and DFG
monitor. '

Timing: During construction activities. .

Menitoring Program: A compliance inspector and biological monitor shall inspect work areas to
ensure trenches are covered at the end of the work day. Biological monitors and wildlife biologists shall
relocate animals out of trenches.

Impact: Temporary Increases in Sedimentation and Turbidity Potentially Affecting Fish

Mitigation Measure B-23: Avoid and Minimize Disturbance of Woody Riparian Vegetation along
Drainages. Discussed above.

Mitigation Measure B-24: Conduct Post Construction Monitbrl'ng 'in Woody Riparian and
Wetland Communities That Are Substantially Disturbed during Removal Activities. Discussed
above. ‘

Mitigation Measure B-25: Minimize Disturbance and Restore Other Waters of the United States
to Preproject Conditions. Discussed above.

Impact: Minimal Short-Term Disturbance of Fish Habitat

Mitigation Measure B-23: Avoid and Minimize Disturbance of Woody Riparian Vegetation along
Drainages. Discussed above.

Mitigation Measure B-24: Conduct Post Construction Monitoring in Woody Riparian and
Wetland Communities That Are Substantially Disturbed during Removal Activities. Discussed
~ above. '

Mitigation Measure B-25: Minimize Disturbance and Restore Other Waters of the United States
to Preproject Conditions. Discussed above.

3.6 CULTURAL RESOURCES

Impact: Possible Damage to Surface and Subsurface Manifestations of Known Cultural Resource
Sites during Coaxial Cable System Removal

Mitigation Measure C-1: Avoid Effects on 26 Cultural Resource Sites by Using Cable Pulling
Techniques to Remove Buried Cable or by Limiting Ground-Disturbing Activities to Previously
Disturbed Areas and Monitoring Sites during Removal Activities. Of the 30 identified cultural
resource sites, impacts on 19 of these sites shall be avoided by removing direct buried cable by pulling
from either end, outside the site boundaries, or by limiting ground-disturbing activities to previously
disturbed areas within the identified site locations and by implementing the archaeological monitoring
plan (refer to the archaeological monitoring plan in Appendix B to the cultural resources inventory
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report). These sites are CA-Las-2167, 666, 2168, 2169H, 160, 2170H, 2175H, 2176, 1725, 1733H,
1710H, 2178, 2180, 2181, 2183, 2184, 2185, CA-The-1433H, and CA-The-1769H.

Which method that shall be' used at each site shall depend on soil compaction conditions and the length
of the site. If the cable shall be removed by trenching or plowing rather than by pulling, onsite
archaeological monitoring shall be conducted and the 20-foot-wide right-of-way corridor through each
of these sites shall be staked with lath and flagged as an environmentally sensitive zone. No
ground-disturbing activities shall occur within the flagged boundaries of these sites. The methods and
procedures for archaeological monitoring are specified in a monitoring plan that was incorporated into
the cultural resources inventory report, which was prepared in compliance with Section 106 of the
NHPA. ’

Impacts on seven historic sites shall be avoided by removing the cable using cable pulling techniques,
with no ground disturbance within the boundaries of the cultural resources. If the cable is in conduit,
the cable shall be pulled out of the conduit and the conduit shall be abandoned in place. These seven sites
include arailroad (CA-Las-1734H), aditch (CA-Las-1732H), three rock walls (CA-The-1770H, 1771H,
and 1773H), arock and dirt dam (CA-The-1 772H), and 13 segments of an historical road (P-52-001772).

Responsible Party: Resource monitor and archaeologist.
Timing: During construction activities.

Monitoring Program: The cultural resources monitor shall specify locations where cable pulling shall
be employed. The contracted environmental compliance inspector and cultural resources monitor shall
routinely inspect protected areas to ensure that the specified procedures are used.

Mitigation Measure C-2: Avoid Effects on Four Cultural Resource Sites by Cutting and Capping
the Cable outside the Boundaries of the Sites and Abandoning the Cable in Place. Impacts on four
archaeological sites (two prehistoric and two historic sites) shall be avoided by cutting and capping the
cable outside of the boundaries of each site and abandoning the cable in place. No disturbance to the
surface or subsurface of these sites shall occur. If the cable is in conduit, the cable shall be pulled out
of the conduit and the conduit shall be abandoned in place. These sites are CA-Las-1 162H, CA-The-
1768, CA-Las-2205H, and CA-The-1766.

Responsible Party: Resource monitor and archaeologist.

Timing: During construction activities

Monitoring Program: The cultural resources monitor shall specify where work must be halted if
cultural resources are discovered. The contracted environmental compliance inspector and cultural
resource monitor shall routinely inspect protected areas to ensure that no disturbance to site area has
taken place and that boundary parameters are effective. _

Impact: Possible Damage to Previously Unidentified Buried Cultural Resource Sites as a Result of
Ground-Disturbing Activities '

Mitigation Measure C-3: Stop Work If Cultural Resources Are Discovered during
Ground-Disturbing Activities. If buried cultural resources, such as chipped or ground stone, historic
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debris, building foundations, or nonhuman bone are inadvertently discovered during grouhd-disturbing
-activities, work shall stop in that area and within 100 feet of the find until a qualified archaeologist can
-assess the significance of the find, and, if necessary, develop appropriate treatment measures.

AT&T’s construction contractor and lead contractor compliance inspector shall verify that work is halted
until appropriate treatment measures are implemented if cultural resources are discovered during
construction activities. AT&T shall obtain concurrence from appropriate agencies on measures to be
implemented before resuming construction activities in the area of the find. ’ '

Responsible Party: Resource monitor and cultural resources monitor.
Timing: During construction activities.

Monitoring Program: The cultural resources monitor shall specify locations for protective barriers.
The contract compliance inspector and cultural resources monitor shall routinely inspect protected areas
to ensure that barriers remain in place and are effective. Construction within site boundaries shall be
monitored by cultural resources monitor. In the event of discovered buried cultural resources in a
previously unidentified archaeological site area, work in that area shall be stopped until appropriate
treatment measures are implemented. ' : :

Impact: Possible Damage to Previously Unidentified Buried Paleontologic Resources during Coaxial
Cable System Removal

Mitigation Measure C-4: Stop Work Immediately and Notify the Appropriate Agency If
Paleontologic Resources Are Discovered during Ground-Disturbing Activities. If paleontologic
resources are inadvertently discovered during ground-disturbing activities, work shall immediately stop
in that area until an authorized officer of the agency with jurisdiction over the land has inspected the site
and authorized work to proceed. If necessary, a qualified paleontologist shall assess the significance of
the find and, if necessary, develop appropriate treatment measures in consultation with appropriate
agencies. :

- The AT&T contractor and environmental coordinator shall ensure that the removal crew is informed to
stop work until appropriate treatment measures are implemented if paleontologic resources are
discovered during cable system removal. The environmental coordinator shall obtain concurrence from
the appropriate agency on measures to be implemented before resuming removal activities in the area
of a find.

Responsible Party: Contract compliance inspector and cultural resource monitor and biological or
cultural resource monitor.

Timing: During construction activities,

Monitoring Program: If buried paleontological resources are uncovered during removal activities, work
in that area shall be stopped until appropriate evaluations and treatment measures are implemented.
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Impact: Possible Previously Unidentified Human Remains on Federal or State Lands from Coaxial
Cable System Removal . -

Mitigation Measure C-5: Comply with Federal and State Laws Pertaining to the Discovery of
Human Remains and Implement Requirements. If human remains of Native American origin are
discovered on federal land during ground-disturbing activities, it shall be necessary to comply with
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) regulations relating to discovery
of human remains of Native American origin on federal land.

NAGPRA specifies the procedures that agencies must follow when burials of Native American origin
are found on federal land (43 CFR Part 10). The regulations implementing the requirements of
NAGPRA relating to the inadvertent discovery of human remains of Native American origin are
described in 43 CFR Part 10, Subpart B, Section 104. These regulations include the following
provisions, which shall be implemented by AT&T and the responsible federal agency if human remains
are discovered during removal activities:

® notify the county coroner or sheriff;
® notify, in writing, the responsible federal agency; and
W cease activity in the area of discovery and protect the human remains.

Upon notification that human remains have been discovered on federal land, the responsible federal
agency (BLM or Lassen National Forest) should:

®  certify receipt of the notification,
® take steps to secure and protect the human remains,

® notify the Indian tribe or tribes likely to be culturally affiliated with the discovered human remains
within 1 working day, and :

‘B initiate consultation with the Indian tribe or tribes in accordance with regulations described in 43
CFR Part 10, Subpart B, Section 10.5.

If human remains of Native American origin are discovered during ground-disturbing activities on
nonfederal lands in California, it is necessary to comply with state laws relating to the disposition of
Native American burials, which falls within the jurisdiction of the Native American Heritage
Commission (Pub. Res. Code Sec. 5097). If human remains are discovered or recognized in any location
other than a dedicated cemetery, there shall be no further excavation or disturbance of the site or any
nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human remains until:

® the coroner of the county has been informed and has determined that no investigation of the cause
of death is required; and

® if the remains are of Native American origin,

- the descendants from the deceased Native Americans have made a recommendation to the land
owner or the person responsible for the excavation work, for means of treating or disposing of,

i ’'s
AT&T Corp. %ALENDAR PAGE“ 0C31i6
Coaxial Cable System Removal Project . itigation Monitoring Plan
California/Nevada Border to Red Bluff, California 36 MINUTE P '&@EI%EC 0 5 8 CP 8




with appropriate dignity, the human remains and any associated grave goods as provided in Pub.
Res. Code Sec. 5097.98, or

- the Native American Heritage Commission was unable to identify a descendant or the
descendant failed to make a recommendation within 24 hours after being notified by the
commission.

According to California Health and Safety Code, six or more human burials at one location constitute
a cemetery (Section 8100), and disturbance of Native American cemeteries is a felony (Section 7052).
Section 7050.5 requires that excavation be stopped in the vicinity of discovered human remains until the
coroner can determine whether the remains are those of a Native American. If the remains are
determined to be Native American, the coroner must contact the California Native American Heritage
Commission.

Responsible Party: Compliance with NAGPRA is responsibility of federal agency with jurisdiction over
land where human remains are discovered. The environmental compliance inspector or cultural
resources monitor shall contact the federal agency archaeologist with jurisdiction and the county coroner
if human remains are discovered on federal land. Compliance with state laws concerning the discovery
of human remains on nonfederal land is the responsibility of SLC. The environmental compliance
inspector or cultural resources monitor shall contact SLC and the county coroner if human remains are
discovered on nonfederal land. '

Timing: During construction activities.

Monitoring Program: The resource monitor shall specify locations where work must be halted if
human remains are discovered. If human remains are discovered, work shall be stopped immediately
until appropriate governing agency(s) is contacted and treatment measures are implemented.

3.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS
Impact: Short-Term Destabilization of Soils

Mitigation Measure S-1; Restore Erosion Control Devices. AT&T shall include in the contract
specifications that existing erosion control devices must be restored after removal of the coaxial cable
system. Although the erosion control devices installed during the original cable installation have not
been maintained for 5 years, field review of the right-of-way by project engineers found that the devices
are intact and still functioning. No significant erosion had taken place. The AT&T contract compliance
inspectors shall flag existing erosion control devices and restore them. AT&T shall ensure that erosion
control devices that are not functioning shall be replaced with devices that are appropriate. Erosion
control devices shall include but are not limited to water bars, trench plugs, and/or baffle boards and
described in the stormwater pollution prevention plan and reclamation plan (Brungardt Honomichl &
Company 1998). '

Responsible Party: Contract compliance inspectors and AT&T.

Timing: After removal activities are complete.

AT&T Corp. 5 - ‘
‘Coaxial Cable System Removal Project Misiga Aorilorng Pis 1' G 317
California/Nevada Border to Red Bluff, California 37 May 1999

MINUTE PAGE T (5809




Monitoring Program: The AT&T contract compliance inspectors shall flag existing erosion control
devices and restore them. AT&T shall ensure that erosion control devices that are not functioning shall
- be replaced with devices that are appropriate.

Impact: Potential Reduction of Soil Productivity

Mitigation Measure S-2: Close and Reclaim Disturbed Areas. The reduction in soil productivity
shall be offset by the closure and reclamation of the roads identified in Chapter 2 of the expanded IS in
Volume I.. ' : ' '

Responsible Party: AT&T and contract compliance inspectors.
Timing: Prior to and after removal-activities are complete.

Monitoring Program: Roads that shall be closed have been identified on the construction drawings.
The contract compliance inspectors shall oversee closure and reclamation activities.

3.8 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS_ MATERIALS -
There are no mitigation measures required for hazards and hazardous materials.
3.9 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY
Impact: Possible TemporaryAWater Quality Degradation from Sedimentation

Mitigation Measure B-3: Cbnﬁne Construction Equipment and Associated Activities to the
Coaxial Cable and Road Rights-of-Way in Areas That Support Sensitive Resources. Discussed
above. ' .

Mitigaﬁon Measure B-23: Avoid and Minimize Disturbance of Woody Riparian Vegetation along
Drainages. Discussed above.

Mitigation Measure B-24: Conduct Post Construction Monitoring in Woody Riparian and
Wetland Communities That Are Substantially Disturbed during Removal Activities. Discussed
above.

Mitigation Measure B-25: Minimize Disturbance and Restore Other Waters of the United States
to Preproject Conditions. Discussed above.

Impact: Possible Alteration of the Existing Drainage Pattern of the Site or Area, Including Through
the Alteration of the Course of a Stream or River, in a Manner That Shall Result in Substantial
Erosion or Siltation Onsite or Offsite :

Mitigation Measure B-3: Confine Construction Equipment and Associated Activities to the
Coaxial Cable and Road Rights-of-Way in Areas That Support Sensitive Resources. Discussed
above. '

o
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Mitigation Measure B-23: Avoid and Minimize Disturbance of Woody Riparian Ve§etatibn along
- Drainages. Discussed above. ‘

Mitigation Measure B-24: Conduct Post Construction Monitoring in Woody Riparian and
Wetland Communities That Are Substantially Disturbed during Removal Activities. Discussed
above.

Mitigation Measure B-25: Miﬁmhe Disturbance and Restore Other Waters of the United States
to Preremoval Conditions. Discussed above.

3.10 LAND USE AND i’LANNING
There are no mitigation measures required for land use and planning.
3.11 MINERAL RESOURCES
There are no mitigation measures required for mineral resources.
 312NOISE -

Impact: Generation of Temporary Construction Noise near Noise-Sensitive Land Uses Located along
the Coaxial Cable Right-of-Way .

Mitigation Measure N-1: Limit Construction Activity to Hours Specified by Affected Local
Jurisdictions within 1,000 Feet of Noise-Sensitive Land Uses. The AT&T construction contractor

shall limit activity within 1,000 feet of noise-sensitive land uses to the hours specified by the affected
local jurisdictions. This environmental commitment shall be incorporated into the project plans.

Responsible Party: Contract compliance inspectors and project engineers.

Timing: During removal activities.

Mdnitoﬁng Program: The contract compliance inspectors shall make sure that construction activities
‘are limited within 1,000 feet of noise-sensitive land uses to the hours specified by the affected local
Jurisdictions. The project engineers shall incorporate this mitigation into the project plans.

3.13 POPULATION AND HOUSING
There are no mitigation measures required for population and housing.
3.14 PUBLIC SERVICES
Impact: Possible Disruption in Service of Existing Underground Utilities

Mitigation Measure U-1: Identify and Avoid Existing Utilities during Removal Activities. Prior
to construction, AT&T shall conduct a computerized search for underground utilities and contact the

appropriate city and county public works departments and utility companies about existing underground
utility and aerial facilities. The Underground Service Alert shall be called 2 minimum of 48 hours prior
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to construction so that existing utility equipment can be located and interruptions in utility services shall
be prevented. The Underground Service Alert provides scheduled construction information to all
registered utilities and allows all affected utility providers to identify the location of their underground
equipment. '

AT&T shall observe trenching activities during project construction to avoid disruption of service of
existing nearby utilities. Near some underground utilities, trenches shall not be more than 24 inches
wide and 48 inches deep. A minimum clearance of 24 inches shall be maintained between the coaxial
cable and existing utility equipment during cable removal to safeguard against disruption.
Coordination with appropriate jurisdictions along the coaxial cable right-of-way shall minimize possible
impacts on public roads or utilities. Removal activities shall be coordinated with federal, state, and local
agencies as appropriate to minimize disturbances to existing public facilities and utilities and appropriate
permits or approvals shall be obtained. '
Responsible Party: Contract compliance inspectors and project engineers.
Timing: Prior to and during removal activities.
Monitoring Program: The monitoring requirements are described in the mitigation measure above.
3.15 RECREATION

There are no mitigation measures required for recreation.

3.16 TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC
There are no mitigation measures required for transportation/traffic.

3.17 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

There are no mitigation measures required for utilities and service systems.
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Appendix A. Resource Index Table
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