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'CERTIFICATION OF

FINAL PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (PEIR)
PREPARED FOR CONSIDERATION
OF A NEW LEASE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND MANAGEMENT
OF AN ARTIFICIAL REEF IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN NEAR
SAN CLEMENTE, ORANGE COUNTY

APPLICANT:
Southern California Edison
2244 \Walnut Grove Avenue
Rosemead, California 91770

AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION:
State tidelands and submerged lands encompassing 862 acres, more or less,
located off the coast of San Clemente, in southern Orange County, California.
The lease area is approximately 0.6 miles offshore and extends 2.5 miles from
San Mateo Point to just north of the San Clemente Pier. Within the lease area,
the proposed experimental reef would occupy a total of 22.4 acres scattered
fairly evenly throughout the 355 acres of swtable substrate within the 862 acre

' Iease area.

AUTHORIZED USE: _
Construction and maintenance of an artificial kelp reef.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
The California Coastal Commission (CCC) issued a permit for the construction
and operation of the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) Units 2
and 3 in 1974. This permit provided for a Marine Review Committee (MRC) to
monitor the impact of the operations of SONGS on the marine environment.
After 15 years of study, the MRC reported that the operations of SONGS had
resulted in significant impacts to fish populations in the Southern California Bight
and to the San Onofre Kelp (SOK) community. The CCC adopted permit
conditions in 1991 that required a package of mitigation to compensate for these
losses which included the construction of a 300-acre artificial reef for kelp.
Subsequent studies determined that resource losses at SOK We’?e‘léss than

|
GALENDAR PAG&EOOSQS |
vinuTE PAcE  SES299




CALENDAR ITEM NO. 72 2 (CoNTD)

originally estimated and the CCC amended the permit conditions in May 1997, to
require an artificial reef that will sustain 150 acres of medium-to-high density kelp
bed and associated biota, along with a mariculture/fish hatchery program. The
amended permit called for a first phase 16.8-acre experimental reef project with
five years of monitoring and a minimum 133.2-acre second phase to complete
the full mltlgatlon reef. .

Following the CCC approval of the SONGS Permit amendments in May 1997,
the project proponent filed a lease application with the CSLC on June 26, 1997,
for a 200-acre lease to construct a 16.8-acre experimental reef. After reviewing
the application and the SONGS Permit, it was determined that under the
requirements of CEQA (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15168), a Program
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) should be prepared to evaluate both the
experimental reef and the subsequent full mitigation reef. The project proponent
then filed an amended application with the CSLC on February 27, 1998, for a
355-acre lease to accommodate both phases of the project.

The CSLC filed a Notice of Preparation (NOP) with the State Clearinghouse
(SCH #98031027) on March 6, 1998. Verbal comments on the content of the
PEIR were provided by members of the public and agency representatives during
two public meetings, one in the afternoon and one in the evening, held in San
Clemente on March 30, 1998. Written comments were also received. All verbal
and written comments were considered in preparing the PEIR. In addition,
informal discussions were held with the known interested parties, including local
commercial fishing groups, the Surfrider Foundation, the Marine Forests Society
and United Anglers. Agencies that have jurisdictional responsibilities over the
resources potentially affected by the project were also consulted, including the

- Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), the California Department of Parks and
Recreation (CDPR), the South Coast Air Quality Management District, the San
Diego Air Quality District and the City of San Clemente. These discussions were
also considered in developing the scope of the PEIR.

The Draft PEIR was issued in November 1998, and public comments, both oral .
and written, were received by December 28, 1998. The Draft PEIR evaluated the
16.8-acres experimental reef and a range of build out mitigation reefs from 133.2
acres to 283.2 acres.

The major areas analyzed in the Draft PEIR included Water Quality, Marine
Biology, Fisheries, Transportation, Air quality, noise, Aesthetics, Land
Use/Recreation, and Cultural Resources. A summary of the specific and
cumulative impacts and proposed mitigation for each resource category for both
the experimental reef and the mitigation reef are descrlbed in Exhibit "B".
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The project proponent filed another amendment to its application on March 22,
1999. In response to public comments, the project proponent, CCC staff and
CSLC staff agreed to amend the proposed project to include kelp planting
treatments as part of the experimental reef. This would add 14 moduies to the
experiment, increasing the total from 42 to 56 modules and the acreage from
16.8 to 22.4 acres. In addition, the experimental reef modules would now be
placed fairly evenly throughout the 356-acre project site, where previously they
were located more towards the southern end of the area. None of the changes
to the project or analysis have changed the conclusions regarding significant
impacts or the required mitigation measures which were presented for the
experimental reef in the Draft PEIR. '

The proposed project would result in a low-relief artificial reef, supporting a total
of 150 acres of sustainable, medium-to-high density kelp'beds (defined as having
a minimum of 4 plants per 100m?) and associated kelp bed biota. lt-is possible
that a greater amount of reef construction wouid be required. Based on
observations of the existing San Mateo kelp bed, CCC scientists feel there is a
potential that up to 300 acres of artificial reef, i.e., an additional 277.6 acres of
construction in addition to the 22.4 acre experimental reef, might be needed to
achieve the required 150 acres of medium-to-high density giant kelp. Should that
be necessary, additional environmental work may be necessary.

A Final PEIR, responding to all comments received on the PDEIR, was prepared
and mailed to all the individuals, groups and government agencies that received
and commented on the PDEIR, pursuant to Title 2, California Code of
Reguilations, section 2906. :

EXHIBITS: .
A.  Location Map
B. Summary of Impacts

COMPLIANCE DATES: .
Certification of the Final EIR Pursuant to the Provisions of the CEQA (PRC
Section 21100.2): March 22, 2000

Consideration of the Proposed Project Pursuant to the Provisions of AB 884
(Gov. Code Section 65950): September 19, 2000

PERMIT STREAMLINING ACT DEADLINE:
September 19, 2000
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RECOMMENDED ACTION:
IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

CEQA FINDING: - | 4 B
CERTIFY THAT A PEIR NO. 685, STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NO |
98031027, WAS PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT PURSUANT TO THE

'PROVISIONS OF THE CEQA AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS
REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION CONTAINED
THEREIN.
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EXHIBIT A

e O~ G/J/ i >x,//7 Southern Calif. Edison
HrraT el (/\Q N\ Artificial Reef
1’;"",-,;‘.’.’;-&‘?:..), - \_/ N / { vic. San Clemente, Ca.

T W - = 2NN K Pacific Ocean

N
1000 0 1000 Feet
E —

Area of total Lease = 862 acres.
Area of suitable substrate within
lease site = 356 acres -

HM| Reef Modules

Substrate suitability in lease site
Il Suitable substrate

—— Water depth too shallow
Z2 Sand thickness greater than 0.5 m
[1]li|] Water depth too deep

£2¥ Hard substrate

Proposed positions of experimental reef modules and substrate
suitability within the SCE lease site offshore of San Clement Ca,

This Exhibit is solely for purposes of generally defining the lease premises, and is not
intended to be, nor shall it be construed as, a waiver of limitation of any state interest in ‘
the subject or any other property. -




EXHIBIT B

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
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