CEQA FINDING NO. 8-5

LAND USE, TRANSPORTATION, SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREAS, RECREATION AND

PUBLIC INTEREST AREAS, AND VISUAL RESOURCES: Traffic Management Along 18th
Avenue

Impact: Construction in the paved segment of 18" Avenue could inconvenience
residents and business owners.

Finding: a) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated
into, the project that avoid or substantially lessen the significant
environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR/EIS.

b) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the agency
making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such
other agency or can and should be adopted by such other
agency. (Caltrans, County of Riverside Transportation
Department, FERC)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING:

See background discussion of residences and business along 18" Avenue in CEQA Finding No.
8-2.

NBP shall close off 0.5- to 1-mile-long sections of 18" Avenue at a time, reroute traffic around
these areas (while maintaining access for residents), and complete construction of the pipeline
before moving onto the next section of road. All construction activities shall be confined to the
width of 18th Avenue that is estimated to be about 60 feet, including the paved roadway and
road shoulders. No more than 1 mile of work area shall be active at any one time, unless
otherwise specified by Riverside County. NBP shall implement its Traffic Management Plan for
18th Avenue that was prepared in consultation with the County of Riverside Transportation
Department. The plan includes the following mitigation measures to minimize traffic-related
impacts associated with construction in 18th Avenue:

* construction measures shall comply with the Caltrans Traffic Manual;

* the pipeline shall be installed with a minimum of 36 inches of cover and with a minimum
of 12 inches of separation from other utilities or obstructions. A minimum of 2 feet shall
be maintained under canals and 5 feet over drains;

* active work areas shall be limited to 1 mile in length;
* intersections shall be bored or trenched and steel plated until the pipeline is installed;

* NBP shall contact each owner and/or tenant of the properties abutting the road to
explain the construction process and identify any special conditions or concerns that
need to be incorporated into the construction plans. In addition, these adjacent
residents and businesses shall be notified by hand-distributed flyers 2 weeks before
construction. The flyers shall include the dates of construction, the work hours, traffic
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detours, and contact numbers for NBP and the contractor. Emergency response
agencies shall also be notified of the work schedule:

 the Underground Service Alert shall be notified at least 48 hours before beginning work;

» flag persons shall be provided to route traffic around construction equipment and
obstructions;

» work shall be scheduled during daylight hours unless alternative schedules are
authorized;

e access shall be maintained to all residences or businesses except during actual
trenching operations. Steel plates shall be available to maintain access to driveways
during periods when the trench is open;

* fencing shall be installed at the edge of the work area on both sides of each residence;
and

* non-local traffic shall be detoured around construction activities as much as practical.
See Finding 8-2.

SUMMARY:  Class Il impact, this impact is found to be less than significant following
mitigation.

CEQA FINDING NO. 8-6

LAND USE, TRANSPORTATION, SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREAS, RECREATION AND
PUBLIC INTEREST AREAS, AND VISUAL RESOURCES: Colorado River

Impact: Construction activities could disrupt recreational uses at the Colorado
River.
Finding: a) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated

into, the project that avoid or substantially lessen the significant
environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR/EIS.

b) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the agency
making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such
other agency or can and should be adopted by such other
agency. (BOR, COE, FERC)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING:
See the water resources background discussion in CEQA Finding No. 3-10.
The Colorado River shall be directionally drilled, which would not limit the use of the river for

recreational purposes. Use of an unpaved access road to the river would be disrupted but. not
closed during construction of the Ehrenberg Compressor Station.
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The directional drill of the Colorado River would ensure that recreational uses at the Colorado

River would not be disrupted by avoiding direct impacts to the bed of the River. See Finding 3-
10 also.

SUMMARY: Class Il impact, this impact is found to be less than significant following
mitigation.

CEQA FINDING NO. 8-7

LAND USE, TRANSPORTATION, SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREAS, RECREATION AND
PUBLIC INTEREST AREAS, AND VISUAL RESOURCES: OHV Use

Impact: The new permanent pipeline right-of-way could increase accessibility for
OHV use into previously restricted, inaccessible, or environmentally
sensitive areas.

Finding: a) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated
into, the project that avoid or substantially lessen the significant
environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR/EIS.

b) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the agency
making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such

other agency or can and should be adopted by such other
agency. (BLM, FERC)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING:

See the wildlife resources background discussion in CEQA Finding No. 6-1. Also see CEQA
Finding No. 6-2.

NBP has stated that it has no plans to maintain an improved permanent right-of-way for
operation and maintenance. However, NBP would have to maintain access to all portions of the
permanent right-of-way by four-wheel drive vehicles in order to conduct emergency and periodic

maintenance. NBP shall install blocking measures at intersecting road crossings. - These
measures include:

» installation of berms along the side of roads (but not crossing existing trails) where the
pipeline parallels the road: '

» strategic placement of berms installed for erosion control purposes to reduce visibility
and mimic local topography:;

* redistribution and strategic placement of rocks across the pipeline where large rock is
available and where such work would minimize visual evidence of the route;

» backblading or raking (by bulldozer or hand) the right-of-way to create a natural looking

appearance and minimize the traces of the intersection of the pipeline with an existing
OHV route or dirt road;
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= salvaging and replanting ocotillo and large cactus where they are available, with the
understanding that even if they did not survive, the dead specimens could still assist in
disguising the right-of-way;

» salvaging and replanting other desert species, including creosote shrubs and desert
wash woodland species, with the understanding that they would be unlikely to survive
but could still assist in disguising the right-of-way; and/or

* redistribution of woody material removed during construction across the right-of-way to
both disguise the right-of-way and to serve as vertical muich.

Specific locations for the installation of these blocking measures shall be identified by NBP and
the BLM during a joint survey of the pipeline route prior to construction.

The purpose of these provisions is to ensure that the new permanent pipeline right-of-way
would not provide new accessibility for recreational OHV use into previously restricted,
inaccessible, or environmentally sensitive areas.

SUMMARY:  Class Il impact, this impact is found to be less than significant following
mitigation. '

CEQA FINDING NO. 8-8

LAND USE, TRANSPORTATION, SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREAS, RECREATION AND
PUBLIC INTEREST AREAS, AND VISUAL RESOURCES: Visual Impact

Impact: Implementation of the project may result in permanent visual impacts.

Finding: a) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated
into, the project that avoid or substantially lessen the significant
environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR/EIS.

b) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the agency
making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such
other agency or can and should be adopted by such other
agency. (BLM, FERC)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING:

There are two types of potential impact on visual resources associated with construction and
operation of the project facilities: that resulting from alteration of terrain and vegetation patterns

due to facility construction or right-of-way maintenance, and that resulting from the presence of
the new aboveground facilities.

During construction, the cleared and graded right-of-way, as well as construction equipment
operating on the right-of-way, would be visible from any surrounding residences and local roads.
Because the terrain over much of the project area is relatively flat, views of the construction
activity may extend for some distance. Following construction, the primary visual impact would
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be the right-of-way, which due to the arid climate and slow regeneration of native vegetation
could be noticeable for many years.

Construction-related impacts would result from the presence of construction workers and
equipment in rural areas and surface disturbances from clearing and grading operations. The
presence of construction workers/equipment would be a temporary, minor impact on visual
resources. The visual impact of the right-of-way following construction depends on the visual

contrast in form, line, color, and texture created between the proposed project and the existing
fandscape.

The BLM uses a Visual Resource Management (VRM) system to identify and manage scenic
values on public lands. The VRM system includes a visual resource inventory, which classifies
resources on BLM fand in one of four categories: class I, I, {ll, or IV, with class | having the
highest visual sensitivity and class IV being the least sensitive. Within the project area, the BLM
land in Imperial County has been categorized into VRM classes. BLM land along the proposed
route in Riverside County has not been classified. Accordingly, interim VRM classes have been
established by the BLM for the area crossed by the pipeline route in Riverside County. Of the
48.2 miles of BLM-managed lands crossed by the proposed pipeline route, none is class I, 21.8
miles are VRM class I, 18.9 miles are VRM class [It, and 7.5 miles are VRM class IV.

The landscape along the proposed North Baja pipeline route is characterized by flat agricultural
and rural residential areas, playa/alluvial fan landscapes (i.e., flat terrain, creosote scrub
vegetation, desert washes), and mountain foothills. Restoration of the pipeline right-of-way
would reduce impacts on most visual resources to less than significant levels (see CEQA
Finding No. 5-1). Specific areas along the pipeline route are discussed below.

In the agricultural areas of the Palo Verde Valley (MPs 0.0 to 11.7), the terrain is flat and
agricultural operations and the planting of crops would resume following construction.
Construction activity would be a temporary visual intrusion to residents along 18th Avenue. The
Colorado River shall be directionally drilled, and setbacks from the river would protect existing
vegetation, so views from the river and adjacent areas should not be affected. Lands within this
route segment do not have a VRM classification.

In the desert landscape environment between MPs 11.7 to 29.7 and MPs 31.5 to 79.8, a low
degree of visual impact would occur initially and would be further reduced over time. Visibility
resulting from contrast in soil color and vegetative pattern between the right-of-way and
adjacent areas would be partially offset by limited viewing afforded by areas with flat to low relief
and views that include existing manmade features. Adjacent features along most of the length
of these segments include paved and desert wash roads, levees, canals, electric distribution,
and high voltage electric lines. BLM lands along these two route segments include 20.6 miles in
VRM class II, 18.9 miles in class Ill, and 7.5 miles in class IV. The degree of contrast with the
characteristic landscape resulting from the proposed pipeline would be consistent with the visual
management objectives of these classes. The scenic quality in these classes ranges from good
to fair with no areas rated as high. Moderate sensitivity ratings predominate. Changes in form,
line, color, and texture would be reduced between MPs 12.1 to 22.3, MPs 39.0 to 51.7, MPs
55.0 to 61.0, and MPs 66.8 to 74.6 because the proposed pipeline route would be adjacent to
other linear facilities, including an existing electric transmission line and Ogilby Road. Visual
impact along these two route segments would not be significant.

Between MPs 29.7 and 31.5, the proposed pipeline route crosses the foothills of the Palo Verde
Mountains. The mountains form a distinctive backdrop with numerous rock outcroppings.
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Blasting would likely be required to install the pipeline in this area. The scars from the blasting
would be visible. Additionally, NBP may have to install the pipeline by spanning across areas of
steep terrain rather than installing the pipe below ground. These aerial crossings would also be
visible. Lands in this route segment are VRM class Il with scenic quality rated as good and
sensitivity rated as high. As mitigation, NBP shall adopt the Cibola Variation, which would avoid
the Palo Verde Mountains where blasting and aerial crossings would be required.

The aboveground facilities would have a permanent impact on visual resources. The Ehrenberg
Compressor Station site is not located on BLM land and is not in an area with a VRM
classification. During construction of the Ehrenberg Compressor Station, the presence of
construction workers and equipment in the project area would be a minor visual disruption.
Residents on the west side of the Colorado River would have a partial view of the facility. The
station also would be minimally visible from Interstate 10 (I-10) located approximately 1 mile
north. However, visual impact on these residents and travelers would be low due to distance
and intervening vegetation. Recreationists accessing the boat ramp from the dirt road bordering
the south end of the site would have an unobstructed view of the compressor station site, which
is currently agricultural land, but the new facility would be seen in the context of several nearby

industrial and commercial uses that include the El Paso Natural Gas Company meter station, |-
10, a motel, and a rest stop.

The majority of the facilities located at the Rannells Trap would be located below ground, which
would limit the visibility of this facility and minimize effects to the surrounding visual landscape.
The pig receiver and launcher traps would be the only aboveground structures at this site. The
receiver trap would extend approximately 3 to 4 feet above the surface and the launcher would
extend approximately 6 to 8 feet above the surface. The facility would be located in open land
(desert) adjacent to an agricultural field approximately 0.8 mile west of the end of the unpaved
portion of 18" Avenue and 1.3 miles west of the end of the paved portion of the road at the
intersection of Keim Boulevard. The facility would only be seen by travelers along the unpaved
portion of the road with limited viewing from the intersection of 18" Avenue and Keim
Boulevard. After construction, the facility would be fenced. To minimize visibility, NBP shall
paint the aboveground structures to blend with the surrounding landscape. The Rannells Trap
is not located on BLM land and is not in an area with a VRM classification.

The Ogilby Meter Station would be located in the open desert in an area with a class 1l VRM
designation. The presence of construction crews and equipment would be a minor visual
disruption. The structure itself would be visible to travelers using I-8. However, it would be
seen in the context of existing landscape features, which include other manmade structures
such as I-8 and high voltage electric lines. To minimize visibility, NBP shall paint the meter
station building to blend with the surrounding landscape. The degree of contrast with the

existing landscape would not attract attention and would be consistent with VRM class i
objectives.

The four mainline valves (MLV) that are not at other aboveground facility sites would have a
minor and less than significant effect on the surrounding visual landscape. Most of the facilities
associated with the MLVs would be below ground. The only aboveground facilities would
include a valve steam operator, which would be 5 feet in height, and a 6- to 8-foot-high
blowdown stack. After construction, each facility would be fenced. To minimize visibility, NBP
shall paint the aboveground structures to blend with the surrounding landscape. One of these
MLVs would be on an industrial site and would be seen in the context of other commercial
facilities. The other three MLVs would primarily be seen from roadways where road alignment
and driving speed limit views and viewing time. Two MLVs would be on land managed by the
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BLM that has a VRM classification of Ill. The degree of contrast with the existing landscape at
these two MLV sites would not attract attention and would be consistent with VRM class Ili
objectives.

The project would not have a significant effect on a scenic vista nor substantially damage scenic
resources within a state scenic highway since none exist in the project area. Small flood lights
would be used at the Ehrenberg Compressor Station and Ogilby Meter Station sites. Due to the
presence of other man made sources of light in the area. the use of these small floodlights
would not create an additional source of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect day
or nighttime views in the area.

Restoration of the right-of-way and the provisions described above would minimize permanent
visual impacts by either restoration of an area to its prior condition or, e.g.,by using color to
blend required new structures into their surroundings.

SUMMARY: Class Il impact, this impact is found to be iess than significant following
mitigation.

CEQA FINDING NO. 9-1
SOCIOECONOMIC RESOURCES: Public Services

Impact: Construction-related demands on local agencies could include increased
enforcement activities associated with issuing permits for vehicle load
and width limits, local police assistance during construction at road
crossings to facilitate traffic flow, and emergency medical services to
treat injuries resulting from construction activities.

Finding: a) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated
into, the project that avoid or substantially lessen the significant
environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR/EIS.

b) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the agency
making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such
other agency or can and should be adopted by such other
agency. (FERC)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING:

Local communities have adequate infrastructure and community services to meet the needs of
the out-of-area workers that would be required for the project. NBP shall, however, work with
local firefighters and other emergency responders to coordinate activities for effective
emergency response that are not in conflict with local needs.

SUMMARY:  Class Il impact, this impact is found to be less than significant following
mitigation.
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CEQA FINDING NO. 10-1
CULTURAL RESOURCES: Protection of Cultural Resources

impact: Potential adverse effects on historic properties may occur.

Finding: a) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated
into, the project that avoid or substantially lessen the significant
environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR/EIS.

b) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the agency
making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such
other agency or can and should be adopted by such other
agency. (BLM, BOR, Arizona and California State Historic
Preservation Offices (SHPOs), FERC)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING:

ldentification-level cultural resources surveys were conducted along the entire proposed route,

aboveground facility sites, access roads, extra workspaces, contractor yards, and the majority of
the alternatives.

Of the 128 identified cultural resources along the proposed route, 22 would not be affected
because although they are within the survey corridor, they are located outside the proposed
construction work area. The remaining 106 cultural resources are located within the proposed
construction work area. Fifteen of the cultural resources identified within the construction work
area were evaluated as non-significant on the basis of surface information. Most of these are
isolated artifacts, but a few are small lithic scatters. Disturbed segments of historic roads were
also found to lack qualities that might make them significant.

The remaining 91 resources within NBP’s proposed corridor and ancillary facilities were
evaluated for their eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and
the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). Of the 91 resources that were
evaluated, 41 sites are not eligible, 4 are potentially eligible, and 46 are eligible for listing on the
NRHP. Sites that are eligible for listing on the NRHP are also eligible for listing on the CRHR.
No sites have been identified as eligible for listing on the CRHR that are not also NRHP-eligible.

With the adoption of the Eastside Alternative and the Cibola Variation, 116 sites are within the
construction work area. Seventy-one sites were determined to be not eligible based on initial
surveys and evaluations. Two sites were determined to be potentially eligible based on
evaluations, but would be avoided during construction because they are outside the

construction work area. No further treatment or consideration would be accorded these sites
before construction and related project activities.

NBP has prepared an historic properties treatment plan for the remaining 43 sites that were
determined to be eligible for listing on the NRHP and CRHR indicating how impact would be
reduced or mitigated. Four sites would be avoided during construction, 1 site falls outside the
construction work area, but would be monitored during construction to ensure that
undocumented portions of the sites would not be affected, and data recoveries would be
completed at 15 sites in accordance with a Memorandum of Agreement developed by the
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consulting parties. Monitoring is recommended at 22 sites. No further work is recommended at
the remaining eligible site, the Bradshaw Trail, due to previous disturbance at the crossing
location of the pipeline route.

Concurrence from the California SHPO on the historic properties treatment plan has not been
received and some survey still remains to be completed: therefore, NBP shall implement
Condition 16 (section 7.6 of the Final EIR/EIS) and defer construction and use of its facilities

and any staging, storage, or temporary work areas and new or to-be-improved access roads
until;

» NBP prepares and files with the FERC and the CSLC, and submits to the Arizona and
California SHPOs, the BLM, and the BOR, as appropriate, any outstanding cultural
resources reports, testing and evaluation reports, and necessary treatment plans;

* NBP files with the FERC and the CSLC the comments of the SHPOs, the BLM, and the
BOR, as appropriate, on all cultural resources reports and plans submitted for review:;

» the Executive Officer of the CLSC reviews and approves all cultural resources reports
and plans on the California portion of the project and notifies NBP in writing that
construction may proceed; and

» the Director of the FERC’s Office of Energy Projects reviews and approves all cultural
resources reports and plans, and notifies NBP in writing that construction may proceed.

Additionally, NBP shall implement Condition 20 (section 7.6 of the Final EIR/EIS) and ensure
that a qualified monitor is present during clearing, grading, and trenching activities on the
portion of the Cibola Variation that has not been surveyed. If cultural resources are found
during these activities (or any other project activities at the compressor station or along the

pipeline route), NBP shall implement its Discovery Plan. In accordance with the Discovery Plan,
NBP shall:

* halt work within 50 feet of the find:
» erect fencing along the 50-foot buffer to prevent entry into the area;
» the archaeological monitor will make a preliminary assessment of the find;

» if the archaeological monitor determines that the discovery is not a potential historic
property (e.g., consists of an isolated find or is of recent cultural origin), the monitor will
notify the EI who will authorize resumption of construction activities in the area and
document the situation and resolution in the daily inspection report;

» if the archaeological monitor determines that the discovery represents a new cultural
resource or is a previously undocumented feature within a known cultural resource, the

applicable agencies, Native American representatives, and company personnel will be
notified;

* the find will be evaluated by qualified archaeologists and a report will be prepared that
describes the find and provides treatment recommendations if the cultural resource is
determined to be eligible for listing;
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e the report will be submitted to the FERC, the CSLC, the applicable SHPO, and the BLM
and the BOR (if applicable):

* upon receipt of agency concurrence with the report, the recommended treatment will be
implemented; and

» construction activities in that area will not be resumed until notice to proceed is received
from the applicable agencies.

The requirements described above and the provisions of the Discovery Plan are designed to
protect cultural resources by the early identification of such resources, avoidance, segregation
of such resources from construction activities, and preservation, among other alternatives, in
the event unknown resources are discovered after construction begins .

SUMMARY: Class Il impact, this impact is found to be less than significant following
mitigation.

CEQA FINDING NO. 11-1
AIR QUALITY AND NOISE RESOURCES: Local Ambient Air Quality

Impact: During construction, a temporary, short-term reduction of local ambient
air quality due to fugitive dust and emissions generated by construction
equipment may occur. This short-term impact would occur only in the
immediate vicinity of the pipeline right-of-way and the compressor
station site. Fugitive dust emissions would be generated from grading
and excavation activities, wind erosion of temporary spoil piles, material
handling, and equipment traveling on paved and unpaved roads.

Finding: a) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated
into, the project that avoid or substantially lessen the significant
environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR/EIS.

b) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the agency
making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such
other agency or can and should be adopted by such other
agency. (Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
(ADEQ), FERC, Imperial County Air Pollution Control District,
Mojave Desert AQMD)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING:

During construction temporary increases of carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NO,),
volatile organic compounds (VOC), sulfur dioxide (SO,), and particulate matter less than 10
microns in diameter (PM,) due to fugitive dust and tailpipe emissions generated by construction
equipment may occur.
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The Ehrenberg Compressor Station and a short length of pipeline (0.1 mile) would be built in
Arizona. The agency responsible for regulating air quality in Arizona is the ADEQ. NBP shall
obtain a permit from the ADEQ prior to commencing construction of the compressor station.

The majority of pipeline construction would occur primarily in Riverside and Imperial Counties,
California. The agencies responsible for regulating air quality activities in these counties are the
Mojave Desert AQMD and the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District. Permits are not
required for emissions from any of the pipeline construction activities; however, there are
applicable requirements that apply to construction emissions that shall be followed.

As mitigation, NBP shall implement its Dust Control Plan, which shall be approved by the
Mojave Desert AQMD. In accordance with the Dust Control Plan, NBP's contractors shall
implement dust control if dust stays in the air more than 5 minutes or reaches 20 feet in height
in areas of active construction within 1,000 feet of highways, residences, and other occupied
areas. Dust control would be achieved primarily through application of water-based additives.
For agricultural and residential areas, dust would be controlled by the application of water or
mechanical covering (for piles). Dust control for construction activities and wind erosion would

be achieved in desert habitats by the application of water-based organic polymers or wood
derivative compounds.

Once the construction phase is completed, the fugitive dust and emissions would subside, thus
the length of time any one area would be exposed to dust and emissions from construction

activities would be limited. These emissions would not result in a violation of Federal or state
ambient air quality standards.

and the purpose of the above provisions is to ensure that Federal or state ambient air quality
standards are not violated during construction of the project. See Finding 2-3 also.

SUMMARY: Class Il impact, this impact is found to be less than significant following
mitigation.

CEQA FINDING NO. 11-2
AIR QUALITY AND NOISE RESOURCES: Increased Noise During Construction

Impact: Individuals in the immediate vicinity of the construction activities could
experience an increase in noise.

Finding: a) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated
into, the project that avoid or substantially lessen the significant
environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR/EIS.

b) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the agency
making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such
other agency or can and should be adopted by such other
agency. (Arizona Department of Community Development,
FERC, Riverside County)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING:
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Most of the pipeline right-of-way is in rural or undeveloped areas. Pipeline construction would
proceed at rates ranging from several hundred feet to 1 mile per day. NBP shall operate
construction equipment on an as-needed basis when constructing in any given area. Although
individuals in the immediate vicinity of the construction activities would experience an increase
in noise, this effect would be temporary and local. NBP shall limit construction activities to
daylight hours except at the directional drill crossings of the Colorado River and the All
American Canal. Directional drilling may require 24-hour-a-day operations, but the duration of
the drilling activities would be limited to a few weeks. No long-term noise effects would result.

Project-related noise would not exceed state or local standards and adherence to the provisions
described above, specifically limiting operations to the daylight hours, would minimize the effect
of noise to individuals in the vicinity of the construction activities.

SUMMARY: Class Il impact, this impact is found to be less than significant following
mitigation.

CEQA FINDING NO. 12-1

SAFETY AND RELIABILITY: Public Safety

Impact: The transportation of natural gas by pipeline involves some risk to the
public in the event of an accident and subsequent release of gas.

Finding: a) Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated
into, the project that avoid or substantially lessen the significant
environmental effect as identified in the Final EIR/EIS.

b) Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the agency
making the finding. Such changes have been adopted by such
other agency or can and should be adopted by such other
agency. (DOT, FERC)

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING:

The pipeline and aboveground facilities associated with the North Baja Pipeline Project shall be
designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in accordance with or to exceed the DOT
Minimum Federal Safety Standards in Title 48 CFR Part 192 and other applicable Federal and
state regulations. These regulations, which are intended to protect the public and to prevent
natural gas facility accidents and failures, include specifications for material selection and
qualification; odorization of gas; minimum design requirements; and protection of the pipeline
from internal, external, and atmospheric corrosion. '

The standards in the Federal regulations become more stringent as the human population
density increases. Part 192 defines area classifications, based on population density in the
vicinity of the pipeline, that correspond to minimum safety requirements. The class location unit
is an area that extends 220 yards on either side of the centerline of any continuous 1-mile
length of pipeline. The four area classifications are defined as follows:
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e Class 1 - location with 10 or fewer buildings per mile intended for human occupancy;

e Class 2 - location with more than 10 but less than 46 buildings per mile intended for
human occupancy;

e Class 3 - location with 46 or more buildings per mile intended for human occupancy or
where the pipeline lies within 100 yards of any building or small well-defined outside
area occupied by 20 or more people during normal use; and

e Class 4 - location where buildings with four or more stories aboveground are prevalent
per mile.

Class locations representing more populated areas require higher safety factors in pipeline
design, testing, and operation. Pipelines constructed on land in Class 1 locations shall be
installed with a minimum depth of cover of 30 inches in normal soil and 18 inches in
consolidated rock. All pipelines installed in navigable rivers, streams, and harbors shall have a
minimum cover of 48 inches in soil or 24 inches in consolidated rock. Class 2, 3, and 4
locations, as well as drainage ditches of public roads and railroad crossings, require a minimum
cover of 36 inches in normal soil and 24 inches in consolidated rock.

Class locations also specify the maximum spacing allowed for sectionalizing block valves (also
referred to as MLVs. Part 192 regulations require at least one sectionalizing block valve every
20.0 miles in Class 1 locations, every 15.0 miles in Class 2 locations, every 8.0 miles in Class 3
locations, and every 5.0 miles in Class 4 locations. Pipe wall thickness and pipeline design
pressures, hydrostatic test pressures, maximum allowable operating pressure (MAOP),
inspection and testing of welds, and frequency of pipeline patrols and leak surveys must also
conform to higher standards in more populated areas.

Approximately 85 percent of the project would be located within a Class 1 area (MPs 11.7 to
798.8). NBP shall comply with Class 1 requirements in this area. The remaining 15 percent of
the proposed pipeline route between MPs 0.0 and 11.7 along 18" Avenue is in a Class 2 area.
In this area, however, NBP shall exceed DOT requirements by using thicker-walled pipe that
meets Class 3 requirements and has a higher MAOP. NBP shall install automatic MLVs at a
closer interval than required by the DOT in this area. As stated above, Part 192 regulations
require at least one sectionalizing block valve every 15 miles in Class 2 locations. NBP shall
install MLVs at MPs 0.0, 5.7, and 11.7. These MLVs shall be automatically actuated with
remote review, and would isolate the pipeline in the event of a significant loss in pressure - By
the use of remote actuators and closer interval MLVs, NBP would be able to control the gas
much quicker than the DOT code requires if an incident were to occur. In addition, NBP has
agreed to use such automatic valves for the rest of the mainline as well.

The Ehrenberg Compressor Station shall have a pressure safety (relief) valve installed to
prevent the pipeline and/or other components from overpressure/failure if the compressor safety
shutdown system fails. This would protect the pipeline from a catastrophic failure due to
overpressure. The design of these devices shall comply with the requirements of Title 49 CFR
Part 192.169. Discharge conditions of the compressor station shall be less than the MAOP of
1,150 pounds per square inch gauge and the pipeline itself shall be protected by the
compressor station shut down system. Pressure monitoring stations shall be installed at each
MLV that would alert the gas control operator of low and/or falling pressure over time (in excess
of a predetermined normal rate). Should the gas control operator see that pressures are
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abnormal at a certain location, the operator can close the remote actuated MLVs upstream and
downstream of the location and, if necessary, shut down the compressor station.

The pipeline shall be designed to be piggable, allowing for the future use of smart pigs for
internal integrity inspection. In addition, NBP shall run a gauging plate, and if warranted, a
caliper tool to determine if there are any dents in the pipeline as a result of construction. Dents
that exceed those allowable by code shall be removed before placing the pipeline into service.

The spacing for the internal inspection tool (pig) launchers and receivers is approximately 12
miles for the 36-inch-diameter pipe segment and approximately 64 miles for the 30-inch-
diameter pipe segment. Inspection tools with battery life and data gathering capabilities
sufficient to cover these lengths while recording complete inspection data shall be used.

Within the first 3 months of placing the pipeline into operation, NBP shall conduct an internal
inspection of the pipeline. This inspection shall use an in-line magnetic flux leakage inspection
tool (i.e., smart pig). The record of this inspection shall serve as an initial set of data that shall
be compared to future internal inspections so that changes in pipe condition, primarily pipe wall
thickness loss, can be readily determined and corrected.

It is anticipated that new regulations will go into effect within a year of NBP's in-service date that
will include the requirements for future internal inspections and the intervals at which they are to
be conducted. NBP shall conduct inspections at the intervals required by these new

regulations, or at 10-year intervals, whichever is less. NBP shall use the latest generation of
instrumented internal inspection devices.

The pipeline system shall be inspected by air and on the ground to observe right-of-way
conditions and identify indications of leaks, evidence of pipeline damage, evidence of
encroachment (i.e., landowners building permanent structures on the permanent right-of-way),
or damage to erosion controls resulting from erosion or washouts.

The DOT regulations require pipeline patrols to be conducted at least annually; however, NBP
shall exceed the regulations by conducting its on-the-ground pipeline patrols at least quarterly.
The air patrols shall be conducted at least monthly. Any erosion or unstable conditions shall be

repaired. On the ground leak surveys with leak detector equipment shall be conducted at least
twice per year.

NBP shail install a cathodic protection system to prevent or minimize corrosion of the buried
pipeline and aboveground facilities. NBP shall design an impressed current system using deep-
well anodes placed within the permanent right-of-way in areas where they would provide the
required negative-induced potential to resist external corrosion. The anode system shall involve
10- to 12-inch-wide groundbeds 300 to 500 feet deep at three locations. Aboveground facilities
shall be painted with a suitable anti-corrosion coating. Although internal corrosion is not
expected to be a factor, the pipe shall be internally coated. NBP shall monitor the condition of
the pipe coating and the effectiveness of the cathodic protection system. The DOT regulations
require cathodic protection system rectifier readings on a bi-monthly basis. NBP shall exceed
these regulations by conducting monthly readings. Repairs to the pipe, the pipe coating, or the
cathodic protection system shall be made as appropriate.

Wherever the pipeline crosses fence lines, roadways, waterbodies, and other public acéess
locations, pipeline markers shall be placed and maintained to alert those contemplating working
in the vicinity of the buried pipeline. The markers shall identify NBP as the operator and display
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telephone numbers for emergencies or general inquiries. NBP shall participate in a
communication service in each state (One-Call system) to prevent damage to underground

utilities, including staking and marking the pipeline for third-party construction and landowner
requests.

Additional aspects of NBP’s operation and maintenance plan shall include:

employee qualification to operate and maintain the pipeline system in accordance with
the Title 49 CFR, Part 192 Operator Qualification Rule:

gathering data necessary for reporting incidents;

annual pipe-to-soil potential surveys and bi-monthly rectifier inspections to maintain skill
levels and review safety procedures in case of a pipeline emergency;

annual testing and inspection of pressure limiting devices and emergency shutdown
systems at the compressor station:

gas detection at the compressor station:

responding to, investigating, and correcting the cause of unintended closure of valves or
shutdowns, changes in pressure or flow rate outside the normal operating limits, loss of
communications, changes in the operation of safety devices, or any other malfunctions

of a component, deviation from normal operations, or personnel error that may result in a
hazard;

notification of the responsible operating personnel when notice of an abnormal operation
is received, and review of the effectiveness of the operating personnel’s response;

follow-up checks after an abnormal operations incident has ended to confirm the integrity
of the remainder of the system:

preparation of safety-related conditions reports and notification of the DOT when
appropriate;

procedures related to providing regular surveillance of facilities and to take appropriate
action as a result of changes in class location, equipment failures, leakage history,
corrosion, substantial changes in cathodic protection requirements, or other unusual
operating maintenance conditions;

procedures for analyzing accidents or failures:

procedures related to a Damage Protection Program; and

procedures related to a Public Education Program.

NBP shall also develop an emergency response plan, which would be coordinated and tested
(through drills and exercises) with local fire/police departments and emergency management
agencies. This plan would also be reviewed by the DOT Office of Pipeline Safety and is subject
to DOT rules and regulations. Key elements of the plan shall include procedures for:
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* receiving, identifying, and classifying emergency events, gas leakage, fires, explosions,
and natural disasters;

* establishing and maintaining communications with local fire, police, and public officials,
and coordinating emergency response;

* making personnel, equipment, tools, and materials available at the scene of an
emergency;

» protecting people first and then property, and making them safe from actual or potential
hazards; and

* emergency shutdown of the system and safe restoration of service.

NBP shall conduct a semi-annual review of its emergency response plan, rather than the annual
review required by DOT regulations. Additionally, NBP shall conduct annual meetings with
government emergency response organizations, property owners, utilities, contractors, and
other interested parties to inform them of the pipeline location and procedures to be followed in
reporting and responding to a pipeline emergency.

Before placing the pipeline system in service in California, NBP shall implement Condition 18
(section 7.6 of the Final EIR/EIS) and submit to the CSLC copies of the final operation and
maintenance plan and emergency response plan. The final plans shall address internal and
external maintenance inspections of the completed facility, including details of integrity testing
methods to be applied, corrosion monitoring and testing and calibration of the cathodic
protection system, leak monitoring, and emergency response plans and procedures.

In addition, within 120 days of the completion of work in California, NBP shall implement

Condition 19 (section 7.6 of the Final EIR/EIS) and provide the following documents to the
CSLC:

* a set of “as built" construction plans, certified by a California-registered civil/structural
engineer, showing all design changes or other amendments to the construction as
originally approved:;

e certified copies of alltcompleted pipeline integrity test results (hydrostatic tests, gauging
runs, etc.) including copies of any failed test results with an explanation of the reason for
failure; and

* a post-construction written narrative report confirming completion of the project with
discussion of any significant field changes or other modifications to the approved design
or execution plan, and providing details of any extraordinary occurrences such as spill
incidents and accidents involving serious injury or loss of life, and a summary of a quality
control and weld inspection program including all failed and repaired welds.

The purpose of the above provisions is to reduce, to the maximum extent feasible, risks to the
public inherent in the construction and operation of a natural gas pipeline.

SUMMARY:  Class Il impact, this impact is found to be less than significant following
mitigation.
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EXHIBIT D

7.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 SUMMARY OF THE STAFF’S ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

Review of the information provided by NBP and further developed from data requests; field
investigations; scoping; literature research; alternatives analysis; and contacts with Federal, Tribal, state, and
local agencies, and individual members of the public indicates that the proposed project would result in
limited adverse environmental impact. We have concluded that if the project is constructed as modified and
in accordance with NBP’s proposed mitigation and our recommendations, it would be an environmentally
acceptable action. Although many factors were considered in the determination, the principal reasons are:

. about 83 percent of the environmentally preferable project would be in or adjacent to various
existing rights-of-way and/or within a designated utility corridor;

. NBP would implement its CM&R Plan to protect natural resources during construction,
restoration, and operation of the project;

. use of the directional drill method would avoid disturbances to the bed and banks of the
Colorado River and the All American Canal, the only major waterbodies crossed by the
project;

. the appropriate consultations with the FWS, the SHPOs, the BLM, the BOR, Native

Americans, and the ACHP, if required, and any appropriate compliance actions resulting

from these consultations, would be completed before NBP would be allowed to begin
construction in any given area; and

an environmental inspection and mitigation monitoring program would ensure compliance
with all mitigation measures that become conditions of certification.

In addition, we developed specific mitigation measures that we believe would further reduce the
environmental impact that would otherwise result from construction of the project. We are recommending

that our mitigation measures be attached as conditions to any authorization issued by the FERC or the CSLC.
These recommendations are presented in section 7.6.

Table 7.1-1, at the end of section 7.0, presents a summary of the potential environmental impacts
from the project as well as the mitigation that would be applied to reduce any impact to a less than significant
level. Additionally, the table lists the agency(ies) responsible for monitoring each of the mitigation
requirements. Table 7.1-1 forms the basis for the detailed mitigation monitoring program that would be
implemented during construction and operation of the North Baja Pipeline Project.

7.2 ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

We considered the No Action or Postponed Action Alternative. We concluded that while the No
Action or Postponed Action Alternative would eliminate the environmental impacts identified in this
EIS/EIR, NBP’s proposed service area would be denied access to the 500 MMcfd of natural gas NBP
proposes to transport. Consequently, the new and existing power plants would need to use more polluting
fuels or obtain natural gas from other sources. We determined that the use of an alternative source of natural
gas would require the construction of new facilities that would have their own set of specific impacts.
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We evaluated alternatives involving the use of other existing pipeline systems. No system alternative

was found to be both environmentally superior to the proposed facilities and able to meet the project’s
objectives.

We evaluated 13 route alternatives (sections 3.3 and 6.1) in comparison with the corresponding
segment of NBP’s proposed route. One of these alternatives would follow an alignment similar to El Paso’s
existing Yuma Lateral from Quartzsite to Yuma, Arizona (Yuma Lateral Alternative). Four of these
alternatives would avoid 18" Avenue (Devers, 16™ Avenue, Center Section, and West Canal Alternatives).
Three alternatives would place segments of the pipeline in a designated utility corridor (Palo Verde
Mountains, Powerline North, and Powerline South Alternatives). The Eastside Alternative would stay on the
east side of SR 78 for a longer distance before crossing to the west side of the highway. The four border
alternatives would change the route near the southern terminus. We have determined that the Eastside
Alternative with the incorporation of a minor variation to reduce visual impact (Visual Variation) is the
environmentally superior route alternative to the corresponding segment of the proposed route.

We evaluated five route variations (sections 3.4 and 6.2) in comparison with the corresponding
segment of NBP’s proposed route. Three of these route variations would avoid the steep terrain in the Palo
Verde Mountains foothills and reduce the crossing of the Milpitas Wash SMA but would cross the Cibola
NWR (Cibola, Saddle, and Connector Variations). The Railroad and I-8 Variations would maximize use of
existing rights-of-way and increase distance from the Imperial Sand Dunes. We have determined that the

Cibola Variation is the environmentally superior route variation alternative to the corresponding segment of
the proposed route.

We evaluated one alternative site for the Ehrenberg Compressor Station and one alternative site for

the Ogilby Meter Station. We determined that neither alternative site offers a clear environmental advantage
over the respective proposed site.

73 ENVIRONMENTALLY PREFERABLE PROJECT

We have determined that NBP’s proposed route with the incorporation of the Eastside Alternative
(including the Visual Variation) and the Cibola Variation is the environmentally preferable project. The
environmentally preferable project would increase the length of the route that requires a CDCA Plan

amendment by 0.4 mile for a total of 20.2 miles; the length of the route requiring a Yuma District Plan
amendment would be reduced by 1 mile for a total of 2.3 miles.

7.4 SIGNIFICANT UNAVOIDABLE IMPACTS

Effects on all resources were evaluated to determine any significant impact that would remain so after
mitigation. As shown in table 7.1-1, all environmental impacts would be reduced to less than significant

levels by proposed or recommended mitigation. The North Baja Pipeline Project would not result in
significant unavoidable impacts.

7.5 IRREVERSIBLE/IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES; SHORT- AND
LONG-TERM USES OF THE ENVIRONMENT

The major nonrenewable resources that would be consumed by the proposed project are fossil fuels
used to power construction vehicles and, over the life of the project, the pipeline itself (the compressor station
would be natural-gas powered). Theoretically, the pipeline components could be reclaimed at the end of the
pipeline’s operational life. However, there would be a number of irretrievable resources committed to the
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proposal if the necessary authorizations are granted. The primary resources irretrievably lost would include
soils (resulting from increased erosion of disturbed areas), crop production (lost or reduced for a portion of
one season), land use (aboveground facilities would replace agricultural and open lands for the life of the

project), and wildlife habitat (lost during construction). The loss of cultural resources also would be an
irretrievable loss, if allowed to occur.

As discussed in section 5.12, the proposed project has been designed to meet or exceed all safety
requirements, and the potential for irreversible damage during operation is slight.

The proposed project would transport significant volumes of natural gas to customers in southern
California and Mexico and would result in an overall net reduction in air pollutant emissions in the region. |
Additionally, its operation would be consistent with Federal policies encouraging competitive natural gas |

transportation services. For these reasons, we believe that the limited irreversible and irretrievable resource
commitments are acceptable.

7.6 FERC AND CSLC STAFF’S RECOMMENDED MITIGATION |

If the FERC and the CSLC approve the North Baja Pipeline Project, we recommend that the
following measures be included as specific conditions of the Certificate/permit to further mitigate the
environmental impact associated with the construction and operation of the project:

1. North Baja Pipeline, LLC (NBP) shall follow the construction procedures and mitigation measures
described in its application, supplemental filings (including responses to staff data requests), and as

identified in the environmental impact statement/environmental impact report (EIS/EIR), unless
modified by this Order. NBP must:

a. request any modification to these procedures, measures, or conditions in a filing with the
Secretary of the FERC (Secretary) and the California State Lands Commission (CSLC); |

b. Justify each modification relative to site-specific conditions;

c. explain how that modification provides an equal or greater level of environmental protection
than the original measure; and

d. receive approval in writing from the Director of the Office of Energy Projects (OEP) and, |

for the lands under the CSLC’s jurisdiction, the Executive Officer of the CSLC before |
using that modification.

2. The Director of OEP has delegation authority to take whatever steps are necessary to ensure the

protection of all environmental resources during construction and operation of the project. This
authority shall allow:

a, the modification of conditions of this Order; and
b. the design and implementation of any additional measures deemed necessary (including stop
work authority) to assure continued compliance with the intent of the environmental

conditions as well as the avoidance or mitigation of adverse environmental impact resulting
from project construction and operation.

3. Prior to any construction, NBP shall file an affirmative statement with the Secretary, certified by
asenior company official, that all company personnel, environmental inspectors (EIs), and contractor
personnel will be informed of the ED’s authority and have been or will be trained on the
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implementation of the environmental mitigation measures appropriate to their jobs before becoming
mmvolved with construction and restoration activities.

NBP shall adopt the Eastside Alternative (including the Visual Variation) and the Cibola Variation.

The authorized facility locations shall be as shown in the EIS/EIR, as supplemented by filed
alignment sheets and shall include the Eastside Alternative (with the Visual Variation) and the Cibola
Variation. Assoon as they are available, and before the start of construction, NBP shall file with
the Secretary revised detailed survey alignment maps/sheets at a scale not smaller than 1:6,000 with
station positions for all facilities approved by this Order. All requests for modifications of

environmental conditions of this Order or site-specific clearances must be written and must reference
locations designated on these alignment maps/sheets.

NBP’s exercise of eminent domain authority granted under Natural Gas Act (NGA) section 7(h) in
any condemnation proceedings related to this Order must be consistent with these authorized
facilities and locations. NBP’s right of eminent domain granted under NGA section 7(h) does not
authorize it to increase the size of its natural gas pipeline to accommodate future needs or to acquire
a right-of-way for a pipeline to transport a commodity other than natural gas.

NBP shall file with the Secretary detailed alignment maps/sheets and aerial photographs at a scale
not smaller than 1:6,000 identifying all route realignments or facility relocations, and staging areas,
pipe storage yards, new access roads, and other areas that will be used or disturbed and have not been
previously identified in filings with the Secretary. Approval for each of these areas must be
explicitly requested in writing. For each area, the request must include a description of the existing
land use/cover type, documentation of landowner approval, whether any cultural resources or
federally listed threatened or endangered species would be affected, and whether any other
environmentally sensitive areas are within or abutting the area. All areas shall be clearly identified

on the maps/sheets/aerial photographs. Each area must be approved in writing by the Director of
OEP before construction in or near that area.

This requirement does not apply to route variations recommended herein or minor field realignments
per landowner needs and requirements that do not affect other landowners or sensitive environmental

~ areas such as wetlands.

Examples of alterations requiring approval include all route realignments and facility location
changes resulting from:

implementation of cultural resources mitigation measures;
implementation of endangered, threatened, or special concern species mitigation measures;
recommendations by state regulatory authorities; and

agreements with individual landowners that affect other landowners or could affect sensitive
environmental areas.

oo

NBP shall file with the CSLC for the review and approval of the Executive Officer, a set of final
engineering design drawings as issued for construction for the entire project in California, certified
by a California-registered civil/structural engineer. In addition to the pipeline alignments and
profiles, the drawings shall provide information such as tie-in details, pipeline grade and material
specifications, wall thickness, weight and corrosion coating, minimum bend radius (wherever
applicable, such as directional drilling installations), normal and maximum operating pressure,
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hydrostatic test information, cathodic protection and test stations, and location and details of the
nearest upstream pipeline flow emergency shutdown equipment, etc.

Within 60 days of the acceptance of this Certificate and before construction begins, NBP shall
file an initial Implementation Plan with the Secretary and the CSLC for the review and written
approval of the Director of OEP and the Executive Officer of the CSLC describing how NBP will
implement the mitigation measures required by this Order and the CSLC mitigation monitoring
program. NBP must file revisions to the plan as schedules change. The plan shall identify:

a. how NBP will incorporate these requirements into the contract bid documents, construction
contracts (especially penalty clauses and specifications), and construction drawings so that
the mitigation required at each site is clear to onsite construction and inspection personnel;

b. the number of Els assigned per spread and a description of how NBP will ensure that
sufficient personnel are available to implement the environmental mitigation;

c. company personnel, including Els and contractors, who will receive copies of the
appropriate material;

d. the training and instructions NBP will give to all personnel involved with construction and

restoration (initial and refresher training as the project progresses and personnel change),
with the opportunity for OEP staff to participate in the training session(s);

e. the company personnel (if known) and specific portion of NBP's organization having
responsibility for compliance;

f. the procedures (including use of contract penalties) NBP will follow if noncompliance
occurs; and

g. for each discrete facility, a Gantt or PERT chart (or similar project scheduling diagram), and
dates for:

1. the completion of all required surveys and reports;
il the mitigation training of onsite personnel;

i, the start of construction; and

iv. the start and completion of restoration.

NBP shall file updated status reports with the Secretary and the CSLC on aweekly basis until all
construction-related activities, including restoration, are complete. On request, these status reports

will also be provided to other Federal and state agencies with permitting responsibilities. Status
reports shall include:

a, the current construction status of each spread, work planned for the following reporting
period, and any schedule changes for stream crossings or work in other environmentally
sensitive areas;

b. a listing of all problems encountered and each instance of noncompliance observed by the
EI(s) during the reporting period (both for the conditions imposed by the FERC and any
environmental conditions/permit requirements imposed by other Federal, state, or local

agencies);

c. a description of any corrective actions implemented in response to all instances of
noncompliance, and their cost;

d. the effectiveness of all corrective actions implemented;

e. a description of any landowner/resident complaints that may relate to compliance with the

requirements of this Order and the CSLC mitigation monitoring program, and the measures
taken to satisfy their concemns; and
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10.

11.

12.

13.

15.

f. copies of any correspondence received by NBP from other Federal, state, or local permitting
agencies concerning instances of noncompliance, and NBP’s response.

NBP must receive written authorization from the Director of OEP before commencing service
from the project. Such authorization will only be granted following a determination that
rehabilitation and restoration of the right-of-way is proceeding satisfactorily.

Within 30 days of placing the certificated facilities in service, NBP shall file an affirmative
statement with the Secretary, certified by a senior company official:

a. that the facilities have been constructed in compliance with all applicable conditions, and
that continuing activities will be consistent with all applicable conditions; or
b. identifying which of the Certificate conditions NBP has complied with or will comply with.

This statement shall also identify any areas along the right-of-way where compliance

measures were not properly implemented, if not previously identified in filed status reports,
and the reason for noncompliance.

NBP shall file with the FERC and the CSLCbefore construction a revised Construction Mitigation
and Restoration Plan that incorporates provisions for testing for and alleviating compaction in desert

habitats and additional requirements of other jurisdictional agencies that are received after the
issuance of the final EIS/EIR.

If after 5 years it is determined that restoration is not successful, NBP shall consult with the FERC,

the CSLC, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and the California Department of Fish and
Game (CDFG) to develop additional restoration measures.

NBP shall implement the following additional conservation measures to minimize or avoid effects
on burrowing owls:

a. Unoccupied burrows discovered within the construction ri ght-of-way during preconstruction

surveys shall be collapsed or excavated prior to construction activities to prevent occupancy
by owls.

~ b. Artificial burrows, installed to minimize the effect of burrow loss, shall be placed within the

home range of individual owls affected prior to burrow excavation or installation of one-way
doors.

c. During the breeding season, NBP shall conduct preconstruction surveys as soon as possible
and conduct at least one survey within 1 week of construction.

d. If active burrows (i.e., eggs or young owls present) are discovered within the construction
work area, NBP shall curtail construction activities within a 200-foot buffer area until after
the young have fledged.

NBP shall not begin construction activities until:

a. the FERC completes formal consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;

b. the CDFG makes a consistency determination on the Biological Opinion pursuant to Section
2080.1 of the California Fish and Game Code;

c. NBP obtains an incidental take permit under Section 2081 of the California Fish and Game
Code, or receives concurrence from the CDFG that an incidental take permit is not required;
and
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16.

17.

18.

19.

d. NBP has received written notification from the Director of OEP that construction or use of |
mitigation may begin.

NBP shall defer construction and use of its facilities and any staging, storage, or temporary work |
areas and new or to-be-improved access roads until:

a. NBP prepares and files with the FERC and the CSLC, and submits to the Arizona and
California State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs), the BLM, and the Bureau of |

Reclamation (BOR), as appropriate, any outstanding cultural resources reports, testing and |
evaluation reports, and necessary treatment plans;

b. NBP files with the FERC and the CSLC the comments of the SHPOs, the BLM, and the
BOR, as appropriate, on all cultural resources reports and plans submitted for review;
c. the Executive Officer of the CSLC reviews and approves all cultural resources reports and |

plans on the California portion of the project and notifies NBP in writing that construction |
may proceed; and |

d. the Director of OEP reviews and approves all cultural resources reports and plans, and
notifies NBP in writing that construction may proceed.

All material filed with the FERC and the CSLC containing location, character, and ownership
information about cultural resources must have the cover and any relevant pages therein clearly
labeled inbold lettering: “CONTAINS PRIVILEGED INFORMATION - DONOT RELEASE.”

NBP shall conduct a noise survey to verify that the noise from the Ehrenberg Compressor Station
operated at full load does not exceed a day-night sound level (L,,) of 55 decibels of the A-weighted
scale (dBA) at any noise-sensitive areas (NSA), and file the results of the noise survey with the
FERC and the CSLC no later than 60 days after placing the compressor station in service. If the
noise attributable to the operation of the compressor station at full load exceeds an Lg, of 55 dBA at
any nearby NSAs, NBP shall file a report on what changes are needed and shall install additional
noise controls to meet that level within 1 year of the in-service date. NBP shall confirm

compliance with the L, of 55 dBA requirement by filing a second noise survey with the FERC and
the CSLC no later than 60 days after it installs the additional noise controls.

Before placing the pipeline system in service in California, NBP shall submit to the CSLC copies
of the final operation and maintenance plan and emergency response plan. The final plans shall
address internal and external maintenance inspections of the completed facility, including details of
integrity testing methods to be applied, corrosion monitoring and testing and calibration of the
cathodic protection system, leak monitoring, and emergency response plans and procedures.

NBP shall provide the following documents to the CSLC within 120 days of the completion of
work in California:

a. a set of “as built” construction plans, certified by a California-registered civil/structural
engineer, showing all design changes or other amendments to the construction as originally
approved;

b. certified copies of all completed pipeline integrity test results (hydrostatic tests, gauging

runs, etc.) including copies of any failed test results with an explanation of the reason for
failure; and

c. a post-construction written narrative report confirming completion of the project with
discussion of any significant field changes or other modifications to the approved design or
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execution plan, and providing details of any extraordinary occurrences such as spill incidents
and accidents involving serious injury or loss of life, and a summary of a quality control and
weld inspection program including all failed and repaired welds.

20. NBP shall ensure that a qualified monitor is present during clearing, grading, and trenching activities

on the portion of the Cibola Variation that has not been surveyed.
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