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CONSIDER THE ADOPTION OF A POLICY STATEMENT RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

PARTY:

California State Lands Commission

BACKGROUND:

At its last meeting, the Commission requested staff to prepare an environmental justice policy to ensure the integration of environmental justice issues into decisions by the Commission and staff.  Environmental justice is defined under State law as “the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.”

Environmental justice laws and policies developed in the mid-1990s at the federal level in response to siting industrial facilities such as toxic waste dumps that pose a significant risk to human health in minority and low-income communities.  State and local governments across the nation have also begun to incorporate environmental justice issues into their planning and decision-making.  Federal policy specifically requires federal agencies to address the issue of disproportionate impacts to minority and low-income communities.  While similar proposed requirements have been introduced in the legislature, to date, California law only requires that existing law be implemented fairly.

Commission staff has become more familiar with environmental justice issues by, among other efforts, attending forums hosted by the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, the overall coordinator for environmental justice programs in State government.  Although the State Lands Commission is not currently required by State law to develop an environmental justice policy, the Commission’s express interest coincides with the development of policies by other State agencies.  In recognition of the intent of environmental justice, staff recommends adoption and implementation of the attached policy statement.

Full integration of environmental justice issues into State Lands Commission decision-making will be a lengthy process and must reflect public participation and collaboration.  As an example, the California Air Resources Board approved an environmental justice policy last December that took nearly two years to develop with the help of environmental and community groups, industry representatives, and government.

Therefore, it is also recommended that the Commission direct staff to develop a specific plan for public participation and collaboration on a more detailed environmental justice policy and to provide its plan and recommendations to the commission in six months.  Staff will collaborate with representatives of minority groups and the Office of Planning and Research to formulate this plan.

EXHIBIT

A. Environmental Justice Policy Statement

RECOMMENDATIONS

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. ADOPT THE GUIDANCE POLICY STATEMENT ON ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ATTACHED AS EXHIBIT A.

2. DIRECT STAFF TO IMPLEMENT THIS POLICY.

3. DIRECT STAFF TO DEVELOP A SPECIFIC PLAN FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND COLLABORATION ON A MORE DETAILED ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE POLICY AND TO PROVIDE ITS PLAN AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE COMMISSION IN SIX MONTHS.
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