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Access to domestic energy resources - technology 
reduces footprint, improves safety
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“Since 1970, a total of only 850 barrels 
of oil have been lost into the marine 
environment from Pacific OCS 
operations. This is less than the 
amount of oil seeping naturally into 
the ocean from cracks in the seafloor 
during any given week offshore 
California.”

Source: U.S. Minerals Management Service, Pacific Region 
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Technology reduces footprint, improves safety

 During that time, only 850 barrels of oil 
have been accidentally released into the 
marine environment.

 About 55,000 barrels of crude oil are 
introduced from natural seeps each year 
into the ocean off Santa Barbara. 

 Since 1970, over 1 billion barrels of oil have been produced off 
California, according to the U.S. Minerals Management Service.
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Technology reduces footprint, improves safety

Source:  American Petroleum Institute
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Technology reduces footprint, improves safety

Source:  ExxonMobil

Extended Reach Drilling: 
Onshore to offshore

58

58



Western States Petroleum Association

59

Western States Petroleum Association

Technology reduces footprint, improves safety

Extended Reach Drilling: Offshore
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Technology reduces footprint, improves safety

 Measurement-while-drilling 
technology

 Global positioning systems 

 High resolution inspection and 
monitoring devices 

 Remotely-operated underwater 
vehicles 

 3-D and 4-D Seismic Technology

Oil industry is constantly developing sophisticated safety processes and 
equipment, such as:
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Infrastructure in place to support offshore resources

Santa Barbara County oil and gas facilities

Source: Santa Barbara County 
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California Energy Sources
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Source: California Energy Commission

Crude Oil (2008)

 In-State 38.1%

 Alaska 13.41%

 Foreign 48.5%

Electricity (2008)

 In-State 73.2%

 Natural Gas 46.5%

 Nuclear 14.9%

 Large Hydro 9.6%

 Coal* 15.5%

 Renewable 13.5%

Imports 26.8%

 PNW 8.4%

 USSW 18.4%

Natural Gas (2007)

 In-State 12.9%

 Canada 22.1%

 Rockies 24.2%

 Southwest 40.8%

* Intermountain and other California utility-owned coal plants, though 
outside California, are considered "in-state," since they are in California 
utilities' control areas. 
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California is an energy island

Western States Petroleum Association

Source: California Energy Commission

63




