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CALENDAR ITEM 
C15 

A 6 10/27/11 
 WP 7480.9 
S 3 N. Lavoie 

DREDGING LEASE 
 

APPLICANT: 
Port Sonoma Associates LLC 

 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign land in the Petaluma River, adjacent to 270 Sears Point Road, 
near the city of Novato, Sonoma County. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Maintenance dredging to remove a maximum of 8,000 cubic yards of 
material annually. 

 
LEASE TERM: 

Five years, beginning October 27, 2011. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

No monetary consideration will be charged as the project will result in a 
public benefit.  Dredged material may not be sold. 
 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
1. Applicant owns the upland adjoining the lease premises, known as 

Port Sonoma (Port), which consists of a main channel and three 
marinas.   
 

2. On December 12, 1990, the Commission authorized a one-year 
dredging permit to Port Sonoma-Marin.  That Permit expired on 
December 11, 1991.  On July 15, 1999, the upland property 
transferred to Port Sonoma Associates LLC.  The Applicant is now 
applying for a new Dredging Lease. 

 
3. Increased tug traffic in the Petaluma River’s main channel west of 

the Port entrance has caused increased sediment deposits, 
creating a shoal.  Maintenance dredging is needed to maintain 
navigable depths through the shoal to allow recreational boaters to 
continue using the Port and to allow larger tug boats and barges to 
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enter the Port.  The Applicant is proposing annual dredging of the 
shoal in the River to a depth of six feet below mean low low water 
(MLLW) with a one-foot over dredge allowance.  Maintenance 
dredging will occur in open water, with a current depth of 
approximately zero feet to four feet below MLLW.  The maximum 
annual amount of dredge material will not exceed 8,000 cubic yards 
within the work window of December1 through January 31 of each 
year. 

 
4.. The California Dredging Company will conduct the maintenance 

dredging with a 12-inch cutter suction hydraulic dredge mounted on 
a barge.  The dredge machinery will include a discharge pipeline.  
Before dredge material will be deposited at an approved disposal 
site, it must pass federal, State and Sonoma Land Trust 
environmental quality standards for toxicity, pH and salinity.  All 
elutriated water must also pass Regional Water Quality Control 
Board criteria.  Once the material is determined to meet the 
required standards, it will be offloaded and piped to the Carneros 
River Ranch, which is a 528-acre property across Highway 37 from 
Port Sonoma (approximately 800 feet) and east of the Petaluma 
River.  The Carneros River Ranch is an approved disposal site 
furthering the San Francisco Bay Long Term Management 
Solution for the placement of dredged material.  

 
5. A Mitigated Negative Declaration SCH # 2011062013 was prepared 

by Sonoma County and adopted on July 7, 2011, for this project.  
The California State Lands Commission’s staff has reviewed such 
document.  A Mitigation Monitoring Program was adopted by 
Sonoma County. 

 
6. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370, et seq., but such activity will not affect those significant 
lands.  Based upon the staff’s consultation with the persons 
nominating such lands and through the CEQA review process, it is 
the staff’s opinion that the project, as proposed, is consistent with 
its use classification. 

 
APPROVALS OBTAINED: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, NOAA Fisheries 
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FURTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED: 

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board, California 
Department of Fish and Game, San Francisco Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission. 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Site and Location Map 
B. Land Description 
C. Mitigation Monitoring Program 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 

 
CEQA FINDING: 
 Find that a Mitigated Negative Declaration SCH # 2011062013 and 

a Mitigation Monitoring Program were prepared by Sonoma County 
and adopted on July 7, 2011, for this Project and that the 
Commission has reviewed and considered the information 
contained therein.  Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, as 
contained in Exhibit C, attached hereto. 

 
SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 

Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification 
designated by the Commission for the land pursuant to Public 
Resources Code section 6370, et seq. 
 

AUTHORIZATION: 
Authorize the issuance of a Dredging Lease to Port Sonoma 
Associates LLC beginning October 27, 2011, for a term of five 
years, for the annual maintenance dredging to remove a maximum 
of 8,000 cubic yards of material as shown on Exhibit A (for 
reference purposes only) and as described in Exhibit B attached 
and by this reference made a part hereof; such permitted activity is 
contingent upon the Applicant's compliance with applicable permits, 
recommendations, or limitations issued by federal, State and local 
governments; disposal at an approved disposal site; no monetary 
consideration will be charged as the project will result in a public 
benefit; and  dredged material may not be sold. 
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