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CALENDAR ITEM

C06
A 4 01/26/12

WP 4639.9
S 2 R. Boggiano

TERMINATION AND ISSUANCE OF A
GENERAL LEASE – PUBLIC AGENCY USE

LESSEES / APPLICANTS:
Butte County
Glenn County

AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION:
Sovereign land in the Sacramento River, adjacent to Assessor’s Parcel Numbers
039-040-027-000 and 023-05-0-012-0, Ord Ferry Road, near Ord Bend, Butte
and Glenn counties.

AUTHORIZED USE:
Continued use and maintenance and proposed seismic retrofitting of an existing
bridge known as the Ord Ferry Bridge, the installation of debris deflectors, and
the use of a temporary construction area.

LEASE TERM:
25 years, beginning January 26, 2012

CONSIDERATION:
The public use and benefit; with the State reserving the right at any time to set a
monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best
interest.

SPECIFIC LEASE PROVISIONS:
1. At all times during construction, Lessee agrees to install precautionary

signage or warning buoys upstream and downstream of the construction
site in the river in order to provide adequate warning notices to
recreational users on the Sacramento River of the potential safety hazards
associated with project construction.

2. Construction activities in the Sacramento River may only occur between
May 15 and October 15 to avoid impacts to Chinook salmon, Central
Valley steelhead, river lamprey, and green sturgeon.
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OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
1. Each Applicant either owns or has the right to use the uplands adjoining

the lease premises.

2. On January 26, 1972, the Commission authorized a 49-year Public
Agency Permit to Butte County and Glenn County for a fixed concrete
bridge for vehicular and pedestrian traffic, known as the Ord Ferry Bridge.
That permit will expire on April 22, 2020. The bridge is now in need of
seismic retrofitting. Commission staff believes it is in the best interests of
both parties to terminate the existing lease and authorize the issuance of a
new lease to allow the seismic retrofitting and the continued use and
maintenance of the bridge for a period beyond the current lease term,
rather than amend the existing lease. Accordingly, the Applicants are now
applying for a issuance of a new General Lease – Public Agency Use for
the continued use and maintenance and seismic retrofitting of the Ord
Ferry Bridge, the installation of three debris deflectors, and a temporary
construction area.

3. The Ord Ferry Bridge, crossing the Sacramento River, was constructed in
1971 to replace a ferry service that transported motorists over the
Sacramento River. The bridge is part of Ord Ferry Road, a rural road
running just east of Dayton across the Sacramento River to Highway 45 in
Ord Bend and a vital link between the two counties. The bridge is a
continuous three-cell reinforced concrete box girder bridge 32.5 feet wide,
and accommodates two lanes of east-west traffic.

4. In 1997, a seismic assessment was performed and alternative seismic
retrofit strategies were developed for the existing bridge. Since that time,
the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has developed and
modified more specific seismic design criteria (SDC) for the design of
bridge type structures that are susceptible to seismic load. The proposed
seismic retrofit will require six of the existing eight concrete piers to be
retrofitted. The retrofit will involve placing sheet piling around the
foundations of the piers, dewatering the area, driving steel piles around
the sides of the piers, and then filling the new “box” with concrete;
essentially creating a larger, stronger footprint. Each pier retrofit will
require 12 steel pipe piles, resulting in a total of 72 new piles for the entire
retrofit. Because the piers collect a large amount of driftwood and debris
during high flows, a series of debris deflectors will be mounted to the
piers.
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5. It is anticipated that the retrofit process will require three seasons of in-
water work. Contractors will require access to a 200-foot-wide temporary
use area on either side of the bridge beginning May 15, 2012 through
approximately October 15, 2015. Temporary trestles will be consecutively
constructed, and removed, from first the west side of the bridge and then
the east side in order to allow three spans open to river traffic at all times.
Each trestle is expected to require 120-160 temporary 12-16inch diameter
round steel piles. Once the work has been completed, the trestle, trestle
piles, and sheet piling will be removed. It is also anticipated that temporary
cofferdams will be constructed in the river bed to divert water flow from
around the piers during removal operations.

6. Termination of Lease: Pursuant to the Commission’s delegation of
authority and the State CEQA Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §
15060, subd. (c)(3)), the staff has determined that this activity is not
subject to the provisions of CEQA because it is not a “project” as defined
by CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines.

Authority: Public Resources Code section 21065 and California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, sections 15060, subdivision (c)(3), and 15378.

7. Issuance of a New Lease:
Bridge Retrofit: A Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse
No. 2002122056, was prepared by the Butte County Department of Public
Works and adopted on January 28, 2003 for this project. The California
State Lands Commission staff has reviewed such document.

A Mitigation Monitoring Program was adopted by the Butte County
Department of Public Works, and is shown on the attached Exhibit C.

Debris Deflectors: Pursuant to the Commission’s delegation of authority
and the State CEQA Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15061), the
staff has determined that this activity is exempt from the requirements of
CEQA as a categorically exempt project. The project is exempt under
Class 4, Minor Alterations to Land; California Code of Regulations, Title
14, section 15304.

Authority: Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, section 15300.

8. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant
environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands. Based upon
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the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and
through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project,
as proposed, is consistent with its use classification.

APPROVALS OBTAINED:
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Central Valley Flood Protection Board

FURTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries
California Department of Fish and Game

EXHIBITS:
A. Land Description
B. Site and Location Map
C. Mitigation Monitoring Program

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
It is recommended that the Commission:

CEQA FINDING:

Termination of Lease: Find that the activity is not subject to the
requirements of CEQA pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title
14, section 15060, subdivision (c)(3), because the activity is not a project
as defined by Public Resources Code section 21065 and California Code
of Regulations, Title 14, section 15378.

Issuance of a New Lease:
Bridge Retrofit: Find that a Mitigated Negative Declaration, State
Clearinghouse No. 2002122056 and a Mitigation Monitoring Program were
prepared by the Butte County Department of Public Works and adopted
on January 28, 2003 for this Project and that the Commission has
reviewed and considered the information contained therein.

Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, as contained in Exhibit C,
attached hereto.

Debris Deflectors: Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements
of CEQA pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section
15061 as a categorically exempt project, Class 4, Minor Alterations to
Land; California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15304.
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SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING:
Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section
6370 et seq.

AUTHORIZATION:
1. Authorize, effective January 25, 2012, the acceptance of a lease

quitclaim deed and termination of Public Agency Permit No. PRC
4639.9, issued to Butte County and Glenn County.

2. Authorize issuance of a General Lease – Public Agency Use to
Butte County and Glenn County beginning January 26, 2012, for a
term of 25 years, for the continued use and maintenance and
proposed seismic retrofitting of an existing bridge known as the Ord
Ferry Bridge, the installation of debris deflectors, and use of a
temporary construction area as described in Exhibit A and shown
on Exhibit B (for reference purposes only) attached and by this
reference made a part hereof; consideration is the public use and
benefit, with the State reserving the right at any time to set a
monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the best
interest of the State.
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