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CALENDAR ITEM 
C07 

A 6 01/26/12 
 PRC 744.9 
S 3 R. Boggiano 
 
TERMINATION OF A RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENT AND APPROVAL OF A PUBLIC 
AGENCY PERMIT AND RIGHT-OF-WAY MAPS PURSUANT TO SECTION 101.5 OF 

THE STREETS AND HIGHWAYS CODE AND OF THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC 
RESOURCES CODE SECTION 6210.3 

 
APPLICANT/PERMITTEE: 

California Department of Transportation 
 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign land along State Highway 101, adjacent to Assessor’s Parcel 
Numbers 136-010-027, 019-210-039, and 019-220-025, located near the city of 
Petaluma, Sonoma County. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Removal of an existing bridge and the construction, use, and maintenance of a 
new bridge crossing the Petaluma River on State Highway 101. 
 

PERMIT TERM: 
Continuous use plus one year, beginning January 26, 2012. 
 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
1. The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) owns or has the 

right to use the upland adjoining the bridge crossing. 
 
2. On August 25, 1952, the Commission authorized a continuous Right-of-

Way Easement to Caltrans, formerly known as the Division of Highways, 
for the construction, use, and maintenance of a new bridge crossing the 
Petaluma River along the realigned Highway 101.  The existing bridge 
was constructed in 1955 and seismically retrofitted in 1996. 

 
3. Caltrans is now applying for termination of the Right-of-Way Easement 

and issuance of a Public Agency Permit and a Right-of-Way map pursuant 
to Section 101.5 of the Streets and Highways Code for the proposed 
replacement of the existing Petaluma River Bridge.  Construction is 
expected to begin in August 2012 and end in August 2015.  All nine piers 
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of the two existing spans, existing bridge decks, and girders will be 
removed.  The new Petaluma Bridge replacement will carry three lanes of 
southbound traffic and three lanes of northbound traffic.  The new bridge 
will be supported on four piers along the spans and two abutments on 
either end.  The total width of the new bridge will be 117 feet and the 
length will be 907 feet. 

 
4. The construction of the Petaluma River Bridge will require cofferdams for 

footing construction.  All cofferdams required for pile driving will be 
installed from June 15 through October 31.  Once cofferdams are 
installed, pile driving activities are proposed year-round within the 
cofferdams.  When pile driving activities are completed, cofferdams will be 
removed between June 15 and October 31.  

 
5. A 1,000-foot long by 36-foot wide trestle bridge will be constructed in the 

river to provide a platform for working on the new piers.  A 60-foot wide 
channel will be maintained for navigation past the Petaluma River Bridge 
throughout the construction seasons.  During construction activities, 
Caltrans is required to install warning signs and buoys, upstream and 
downstream of the construction site, in order to provide public notice that 
construction activities are taking place in the River and to exercise 
caution. 

 
6. Caltrans has filed maps showing the right-of-way area with the 

Commission. 
 
7. Section 101.5 of the Streets and Highway Code requires Caltrans to 

determine the reasonable value of the proposed right-of-way that is the 
subject of this permit and to deposit such amount into the State Parks and 
Recreation Fund.  In addition, Section 84.5 of the Streets and Highway 
Code requires Caltrans, when constructing a new bridge across a 
navigable river, to include full consideration, and report on, the feasibility 
of providing a means of public access to the river for public recreational 
purposes. Staff has received correspondence from Caltrans that they have 
determined after analysis of the bridge site and adjacent properties that 
providing public access to the Petaluma River is not feasible at this 
location.   

 
8. Termination of Right-of-Way Easement: Pursuant to the Commission’s 

delegation of authority and the State CEQA Guidelines [Cal. Code Regs., 
tit 14, § 15060 subd. (c)(3)], the staff has determined that this activity is 
not subject to the provisions of CEQA because it is not a “project” as 
defined by CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines. 
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 Authority: Public Resources Code section 21065 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, sections 15060 subdivision (c)(3) and 15378. 

 
9. Permit: A Joint Document (JD) Environmental Impact 

Report/Environmental Imapct Statement (EIS/EIR), State Clearinghouse 
No. 2001042115, was prepared for this project by Caltrans and the 
Federal Highway Administration and certified on October 29, 2009.  The 
California State Lands Commission staff has reviewed such document and 
Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program prepared in conformance with 
the provisions of CEQA (Pub. Resources Code § 21081.6) and adopted 
by the lead agency. The final EIR/EIS is posted on the Caltran District 4 
website at www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/msn/msn-feis_s/msnfeis.htm  (accessed 
January 10, 23012). 

 
Findings made in conformance with the State CEQA Guidelines (Cal. 
Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 15091, 15096) are contained in Exhibit D, attached 
hereto. 

 
 10.  This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based upon 
the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project, 
as proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 

 
APPROVALS OBTAINED: 

NOAA Fisheries 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
FURTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
California Department of Fish and Game 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Site and Location Map 
B. Section 101.5 Right-of-Way Maps 
C. Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program 
D. CEQA Findings – CSLC’s findings being prepared. 

 
PERMIT STREAMLINE ACT DEADLINE: 

April 15, 2012 
 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/msn/msn-feis_s/msnfeis.htm
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RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
Termination of Right-of-Way Easement:  Find that the activity is not 
subject to the requirements of CEQA pursuant to California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15060(c)(3) because the activity is not a 
project as defined by Public Resources Code section 21065 and California 
Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15378. 
 
Permit:  Find that an EIR/EIS, State Clearinghouse No. 2001042115, was 
prepared for this Project by Caltrans and the Federal Highway 
Administration and certified on October 29, 2009, and that the 
Commission has reviewed and considered the information contained 
therein. 

 
Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program, as contained in 
Exhibit C, attached hereto. 

 
Adopt the Findings, made in conformance with California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, sections 15091 and 15096, subdivision (h), as 
contained in Exhibit D, attached hereto. 
 

SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 
Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 

  
AUTHORIZATION: 

1. Authorize termination of Right-of-Way Easement PRC No. 744.9, 
effective January 25, 2012. 

 
2. Authorize a Public Agency Permit and approve a Right-of-Way Map 

as submitted by the California Department of Transportation 
pursuant to section 101.5 of the Streets and Highways Code and as 
authorized by Section 6210.3 of the Public Resource Code, for 
continuous use plus one year, for the removal of the existing bridge 
crossing the Petaluma River along State Highway 101, and 
construction, use, and maintenance of a new bridge crossing the 
Petaluma River along State Highway 101 as shown on Exhibit A 
attached and by this reference made a part hereof. 
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