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GENERAL LEASE - PUBLIC AGENCY USE 
 
APPLICANT: 

City of Modesto 
 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign land in the Tuolumne River, adjacent to Assessor’s Parcel Number 
102-012-001, near the city of Modesto, Stanislaus County. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

For the use and maintenance of existing fill and bank protection not previously 
authorized by the Commission. 

 
LEASE TERM: 

20 years, beginning March 29, 2012. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

The public use and benefit; with the State reserving the right at any time to set a 
monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best 
interest. 

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. Applicant owns the upland adjoining the lease premises. 
 

2. In early 2008, the city of Modesto (City) completed the Tuolumne River 
Restoration Project which restored a section of the west riverbank on the 
Tuolumne River.  Erosion produced as a result of high flows and upstream 
releases had exposed approximately 20 linear feet of a reinforced 
concrete sewer pipe located at the bank of the river.  To repair the 
riverbank, the City placed approximately 700 cubic yards of soil backfill 
and rock riprap at the exposed location to help stabilize the existing 
structures and serve as a preventative measure against future erosion.  
The project area consists of an approximately 90-foot long section of the 
riverbank, including a 15-foot wide portion of the Tuolumne River.  The 
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City completed the project without prior approval by the Commission and 
is now applying for a new General Lease – Public Agency Use for the use 
and maintenance of the existing fill and bank protection in the bed of the 
Tuolumne River.  

 
3. The project includes a five-year re-vegetation monitoring program with 

annual reports to be submitted to the California Department of Fish and 
Game. 

 
4. A Mitigated Negative Declaration, SCH# 2006102058, was prepared for 

this project by the city of Modesto and adopted on February 27, 2007.  
The California State Lands Commission staff has reviewed such 
document, and the Mitigation Monitoring Program prepared in 
conformance with the provisions of CEQA (Pub. Resources Code, 
§21081.6) adopted by the city of Modesto. 

 
5. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code sections 6370, 
et seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based 
upon the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project, as 
proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 

 
APPROVALS OBTAINED: 
 California Department of Fish and Game 
 California Department of Water Resources 
 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 
C. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
Find that a (Mitigated) Negative Declaration, SCH # 2006102058, and a 
Mitigation Monitoring Program were prepared on February 27, 2007 for 
this Project and that the Commission has reviewed and considered the 
information contained therein.  
 
Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, as contained in Exhibit C, 
attached herto. 
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SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 
Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 

 
AUTHORIZATION: 

Authorize Issuance of a General Lease – Public Agency Use to the city of 
Modesto beginning March 29, 2012, for a term of 20 years, for the use and 
maintenance of existing fill and bank protection as described in Exhibit A 
and shown on Exhibit B (for reference purposes only) attached and by this 
reference made a part hereof; consideration being the public use and 
benefit, with the State reserving the right, at any time, to set a monetary 
rent as specified in the lease if the Commission finds such action to be in 
the State’s best interest.  
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