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 WP 8840.9 
S 12, 14, 16 G. Kato 
 

AMENDMENT OF LEASE 
 
LESSEE: 

California Department of Water Resources 
3374 E. Shields Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93726 

 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign lands in the San Joaquin River at various locations from Friant Dam 
downstream to the confluence with the Merced River, Stanislaus, Merced, 
Fresno, and Madera counties. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Installation and maintenance of stream gages, water level recorders, and scour 
chains. 

 
LEASE TERM: 

20 years, beginning August 11, 2009. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

The public use and benefit with the State reserving the right at any time to set a 
monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best 
interest. 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

To include the maintenance and monitoring of additional piezometers, alluvial 
wells, scour chains, and crest gages on sovereign lands in the San Joaquin River 
between Highway 145 and the Chowchilla Flood Bypass Canal and the bed of 
the San Joaquin River located between the Mendota Pool to just east of Highway 
145, near the city of Fresno, Fresno and Madera counties.  The lease area is 
also amended to include this section of the San Joaquin River.  All other terms 
and conditions of the lease shall remain in effect without amendment. 
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OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
1. Applicant has a right to use the uplands adjoining the lease premises. 
2. On August 11, 2009, the Commission authorized a General Lease – 

Public Agency Use (Lease No. PRC 8840.9) to the California Department 
of Water Resources for the installation and maintenance of stream gages, 
water level recorders, and scour chains at various locations from Friant 
Dam downstream to the confluence with the Merced River in Stanislaus, 
Merced, Fresno, and Madera Counties. 

 
3. On April 20, 2000, the Commission authorized a General Lease – Public 

Agency Use (Lease No. PRC 8161.9) to the Friant Water Users Authority 
for the installation, maintenance and monitoring of piezometers and 
alluvial wells as part of the San Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration 
Program 1999 and 2000 Pilot Projects.  

 
 On September 17, 2001, the Commission authorized an amendment to 

Lease No. PRC 8161.9 to include scour chains, crest gages, and 
additional piezometers in the bed of the San Joaquin River between the 
Mendota Pool to just east of Highway 145. 

 
 Lease No. PRC 8161.9 expired on June 30, 2009.  The Department of 

Water Resources would like the monitoring covered under this lease to 
continue.  The applicants are therefore requesting to amend Lease No. 
PRC 8840.9 to include the areas previously covered by Lease No. PRC 
8161.9. 

 
4. Pursuant to the Commission’s delegation of authority and the State CEQA 

Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15061), the staff has determined 
that this activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA as a 
categorically exempt project.  The project is exempt under Class 1, 
Existing Facilities; California Code of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, 
subdivision (a)(2). 

 
Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15300 and California Code of Regulations, 
Title 2, section 2905. 

 
5. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based upon 
the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project, 
as proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 
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EXHIBITS: 
A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 

 
CEQA FINDING: 
 Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant 
 to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15061 as a 
 categorically exempt project, Class 1, Existing Facilities; California Code 
 of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, subdivision (a)(2). 

 
SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 
 Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
 the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
 6370 et seq. 

 
AUTHORIZATION: 

Authorize the Amendment of Lease No. PRC 8840.9, a General Lease – 
Public Agency Use to the California Department of Water Resources to 
include the maintenance and monitoring of previously authorized 
piezometers, alluvial wells, scour chains, and crest gages on sovereign 
land located in the bed of the San Joaquin River at locations as described 
in Exhibit A and shown on Exhibit B (for reference purposes only) attached 
and by this reference made a part hereof, effective March 29,2012; all 
other terms and conditions of the lease will remain in effect without 
amendment. 
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