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C72 
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S 14 D. Simpkin 
 

TERMINATION OF A PUBLIC AGENCY PERMIT AND APPROVAL OF A PUBLIC 
AGENCY PERMIT AND RIGHT-OF-WAY MAPS PURSUANT TO SECTION 101.5 OF 

THE STREETS AND HIGHWAYS CODE AND THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC 
RESOURCES CODE SECTION 6210.3 

 
APPLICANT: 

California Department of Transportation 
 
LAND TYPE AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign land along State Route 99, located between the cities of Fresno and 
Madera, Fresno and Madera Counties. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Replacement of an existing bridge and the construction, use, and maintenance of 
a new bridge crossing the San Joaquin River along State Route 99. 
 

PERMIT TERM: 
Continuous use, plus one year, beginning March 29, 2012. 

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. On February 27, 1986, the State Lands Commission (Commission) 
authorized the issuance of a continuous Public Agency Permit and Right-
of-Way Map to the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) for 
the existing San Joaquin River Bridge located along State Route 99 at the 
San Joaquin River.  

 
2. Caltrans is now applying for the termination of the Public Agency Permit 

and the issuance of a new Public Agency Permit and Right-of-Way map 
pursuant to Section 101.5 of the Streets and Highways Code for the 
proposed replacement of the existing San Joaquin River Bridge.  The 
proposed new bridge will accommodate six lanes.     

 
3. Caltrans has filed maps showing the right-of-way area with the 

 Commission. 
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4. While processing the application, Commission staff was informed that an 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company (AT&T) telephone line and 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) gas line are currently attached 
to the existing bridge.  The telephone and gas line have not been 
previously authorized by the Commission.  The existing telephone and gas 
line will be relocated to the proposed new San Joaquin River Bridge.  
Commission staff will pursue separate leases with AT&T and PG&E for 
any facilities located within the Caltrans right-of-way or adjacent sovereign 
land within the San Joaquin River. 

 
5. Section 101.5 of the Streets and Highways Code requires Caltrans to 

determine the reasonable value of the proposed right-of-way and to 
deposit such amount in the State Parks and Recreation Fund.  In addition, 
Section 84.5 of the Streets and Highway Code requires Caltrans, when 
constructing a new bridge across a navigable river, to include full 
consideration and report on the feasibility of providing a means of public 
access to the river for public recreational purposes. Staff has received 
correspondence from Caltrans that they have determined after analysis of 
the bridge site that providing public access to the San Joaquin River is not 
feasible at this location. 

 
6. Termination of Public Agency Permit: The staff recommends that the 

Commission find that the subject Termination of Permit does not have a 
potential for resulting in either a direct or a reasonable foreseeable indirect 
change in the environment, and is, therefore, not a project in accordance 
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
Authority: Public Resources Code section 21065 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, sections 15060, subdivision (c)(3), and 15378. 

 
7. Permit: A Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 

2009061047, was prepared by Caltrans and adopted on August 11, 2010 
for this project.  The California State Lands Commission staff has 
reviewed such document.  The Mitigated Negative Declaration is posted 
on the Caltrans District 6 website at 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist6/environmental/envdocs/d6/ (accessed 
February 3, 2012). 

 
 A Mitigation Monitoring Program was adopted by Caltrans on August 11, 

2010. 
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 This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 
environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based upon 
the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project, 
as proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 

 
APPROVALS OBTAINED: 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 
FURTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED: 

California Department of Fish and Game 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Site and Location Map 
B. Section 101.5 Right-of-Way Map  
C. Mitigation Monitoring Program 
 

PERMIT STREAMLINING ACT DEADLINE: 
August 6, 2012 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 

 
CEQA FINDING: 

Termination of Public Agency Permit: Find that the subject Termination 
of Permit is not subject to the requirements of CEQA pursuant to 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15060, subdivision (c)(3) 
because the activity is not a project as defined by Public Resources Code 
section 21065 and California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15378. 

 
Permit: Find that a Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse 
No. 2009061047, and a Mitigation Monitoring Program were prepared by 
Caltrans and adopted on August 11, 2010, for this Project and that the 
Commission has reviewed and considered the information contained 
therein. 

 
Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, as contained in Exhibit C, 
attached hereto.  
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SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 
Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 

 
AUTHORIZATION: 

 Authorize termination of Public Agency Permit PRC No. 6946.9, effective 
March 28, 2012. 

 
Authorize a Public Agency Permit and approve a Right-of-Way Map as 
submitted by the California Department of Transportation pursuant to 
section 101.5 of the Streets and Highways Code and as authorized by 
section 6210.3 of the Public Resources Code, beginning March 29, 2012, 
for continuous use plus one year, of a right-of-way including the 
replacement of the San Joaquin River Bridge along State Route 99 
between the cities of Fresno and Madera as shown on Exhibit A attached 
and by this reference made a part hereof. 
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