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A 1 05/24/12 
 PRC 7686.9 
S 2 R. Boggiano 
 

GENERAL LEASE – PUBLIC AGENCY USE 
 
APPLICANT: 

County of Sonoma 
 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Three parcels of sovereign land in the bed of the Russian River, near the town of 
Guerneville, Sonoma County. 
 

AUTHORIZED USE: 
Continued use, maintenance, and operation of two seasonal road crossings with 
permanent concrete support piers and one existing permanent timber bridge. 

 
LEASE TERM: 

15 years, beginning May 24, 2012. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

The public use and benefit; with the State reserving the right at any time to set a 
monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State's best 
interest. 
 

SPECIFIC LEASE PROVISIONS: 
1. Lessee agrees to install precautionary signage annually prior to May 15, 

warning recreational users on the Russian River of the impediment or risk 
to navigation or recreational activities at the sites. 
 

2. The crossings may not be placed on the Lease Premises before May 15 
and shall be removed no later than October 15. 

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. Applicant owns or has the right to use the upland adjoining the bridge 
crossings. 

 
2. On April 6, 1994, the Commission authorized the issuance of a General 

Lease – Public Agency Use to the Sonoma County Public Works 
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Department (County) for 15 years beginning May 15, 1994.  The lease 
authorized the construction of four annual seasonal bridge crossings at 
various locations in the Russian River.  The lease expired on May 14, 
2009.  The County is now applying for a new General Lease – Public 
Agency Use.  The new lease will only contain three of the original 
crossings from the previous lease:  the Odd Fellows Road, Vacation 
Beach Road, and Guernewood Park Crossing.  The Asti crossing is 
located within Rancho Rincon de Musalacon, and this location is not 
subject to the Commission’s leasing jurisdiction. 

 
3. The bridge crossings provide better traffic circulation and emergency 

vehicle access during the primary tourist season from Memorial Day 
weekend through Labor Day weekend.  Two of the crossings are installed 
by lifting the bridge deck into place with a crane and attaching it to 
concrete support piers permanently located at the crossings.  The 
approaches are then graded using either new gravel fill or stockpiled 
gravel material from the previous season located on the upland.  

 
4. The Odd Fellows Road crossing consists of a 60-foot temporary bridge set 

on permanent piers along the north side of the river and a gravel roadway 
pushed across the gravel bar from the south of the river.  Depending on 
the seasonal formation of the gravel bar on the south side of the river, the 
channel may need to be narrowed by pushing gravel into flowing water.  
The temporary gravel road would be approximately 145 feet long.  Two 
24-inch culverts or one 36-inch culvert will be placed, as necessary, in the 
river, under the road where the channel is narrowed.   

 
5. Vacation Beach Road crossing consists of a 60-foot temporary bridge set 

on permanent piers along the north side of the river with short gravel 
approaches pushed into the margins of the river on either side.   

 
6. The Guernewood Park Timber Bridge is a seasonally used bridge 

consisting of an 80-foot permanent timber bridge connecting to an island 
in the river maintained by the Russian River Recreation and Parks District.  
The island contains trash receptacles and portable restrooms open to the 
public.  A concrete slab abutment prevents vehicles from crossing the 
bridge during the offseason.  The temporary seasonal gravel road 
previously connecting the island to the east bank is no longer being 
assembled. 

 
7. A Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 2005052111, 

was prepared by Sonoma County and adopted on July 12, 2005, for this 
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project.  The California State Lands Commission staff has reviewed such 
document. 
 

8. A Mitigation Monitoring Program was adopted by the County of Sonoma. 
 

9. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 
environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based upon 
the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project, 
as proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 

 
APPROVALS OBTAINED: 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 California Department of Fish and Game 
 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Maps 
C. Mitigated Monitoring Program 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
1. Find that a Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse 

No. 2005052111 and the Mitigation Monitoring Program were 
prepared by Sonoma County on July 12, 2005, and that the 
Commission has reviewed and considered the information 
contained therein. 
 

2. Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, as contained in Exhibit C, 
attached hereto. 

 
SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 

Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 

 
AUTHORIZATION: 

Authorize Issuance of a General Lease – Public Agency Use to Sonoma 
County beginning May 24, 2012, for a term of 15 years, for the continued 
use, maintenance, and operation of two seasonal road crossings with 
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permanent concrete support piers and one existing permanent timber 
bridge as described in Exhibit A and shown on Exhibit B (for reference 
purposes only) attached and by this reference made a part hereof; 
consideration being the public use and benefit, with the State reserving 
the right, at any time, to set a monetary rent as specified in the lease if the 
Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best interest.  
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